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THE IMPORTANCE OF CHAPTERS

O
n my way back to 

Washington, D.C., after 

the National Board 

meeting on Nov. 2, I am stopping 

in Albuquerque to meet with the 

New Mexico chapter.  The chapter is a stronghold in a purple swing 

state and is an important state chapter. JACL has many chapters like 

New Mexico, and the chapters set JACL apart from other national 

$VLDQ�$PHULFDQ�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��)URP�ZHLJKLQJ�LQ�RQ�
immigration reform to the Affordable Care Act, JACL’s presence in 

red, blue and purple states matters.

Sen. Mark Begich of Alaska is the chair of the Senate Democratic 

Steering and Outreach Committee. In annual meetings with the 

senator, I love telling him that we have a chapter in Alaska because 

WKDW�PDNHV�-$&/�D�FRQVWLWXHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
7HG�1DPED�RI�WKH�$UL]RQD�FKDSWHU�DQG�/LQGD�7R\RWD�RI�WKH�+RXVWRQ�

FKDSWHU�ZHUH�UHFHQWO\�DW�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�3UHVLGHQW�%DUDFN�
Obama talk about immigration reform. It is great to have chapters in 

$UL]RQD�DQG�7H[DV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VWDWXWRU\�ODQGVFDSH�LQ�WKRVH�VWDWHV�
that impacts immigrant rights and voting rights. JACL chapters are 

golden when it comes to social justice issues.

7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�QDWLRQDO�$$3,�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZLWK�D�PHPEHUVKLS�
base — JACL, OCA and NAPABA. NAPABA is primarily a 

SURIHVVLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��OHDYLQJ�-$&/�DQG�2&$�DV�WKH�RQO\�WZR�
JHQHUDO�PHPEHUVKLS�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��:LWK�WULSOH�2&$·V�PHPEHUVKLS�
base, JACL has the ability to effect change through grassroots 

participation.

In the next few months, we will be asking chapters to answer  

the call to action. This year has been historic in many ways. There 

were enormous victories on DOMA and Prop 8, but there were  

DOVR�VLJQLÀFDQW�FKDOOHQJHV�WR�WKH�FRUH�RI�WKH�FLYLO�ULJKWV�SODWIRUP�� 
The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision on voting rights was a serious 

VHWEDFN��DQG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH��D�TXHVWLRQ�RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�GLVSDUDWH�
impact has made it on the Court’s docket. 

In D.C., many are expressing the view that the civil rights landscape 

has not been this challenging since the 1960s. More than ever, 

FRQÀUPDWLRQ�RI�DSSRLQWPHQWV�WR�WKH�MXGLFLDU\�DQG�WKH�KRXVLQJ�DJHQF\�
are essential because the future hinges on key policy decisions.

I will be asking chapters to write letters and visit local congressional 

representations on the following issues. The outcome on these issues 

will have a longstanding impact, and if the decisions reverse current 

policy, it will be a long, hard road to regain ground.

��%HIRUH�WKH�8�6��6HQDWH�LV�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�RI�0HO�:DWW�DV�GLUHFWRU�
RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�+RXVLQJ�)LQDQFH�$JHQF\��5HS��:DWW�KDV����\HDUV�RI�
H[SHULHQFH�LQ�KRXVLQJ�DQG�ÀQDQFH��$V�D����\HDU�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�8�6��
+RXVH�)LQDQFLDO�6HUYLFHV�&RPPLWWHH��KH�RYHUVHHV�KRXVLQJ��EDQNLQJ��
LQVXUDQFH�DQG�RWKHU�ÀQDQFLDO�VHUYLFHV�PDWWHUV��+H�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�
ÀUVW�PHPEHUV�RI�&RQJUHVV�WR�VSHDN�RXW�DJDLQVW�SUHGDWRU\�PRUWJDJH�
lending practices and has demonstrated a commitment to helping 

FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�KDUG�KLW�E\�WKH�KRXVLQJ�FULVLV��+H�KDV�
bipartisan support, and National JACL has joined the Leadership 

&RQIHUHQFH�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�KLV�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�
��%HIRUH�WKH�8�6��6XSUHPH�&RXUW�LV�Mount Holly Gardens v. Mount 

Holly Township,�VFKHGXOHG�IRU�DUJXPHQWV�RQ�'HF�����7KH�FDVH�LV�D�
VLJQLÀFDQW�WKUHDW�WR�WKH�)DLU�+RXVLQJ�$FW��$W�LVVXH�LV�ZKHWKHU�KDYLQJ�
a disparate impact on minorities, even if it is not intentional, is a 

YLRODWLRQ�RI�WKH�IHGHUDO�)DLU�+RXVLQJ�$FW��-$&/�LV�VLJQLQJ�RQWR�WKH�
Leadership Conference amicus brief on the case.

��%HIRUH�&RQJUHVV�LV�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�SURYLVLRQV�RI�WKH�9RWLQJ�5LJKWV�
$FW�WKDW�ZHUH�QXOOLÀHG�E\�WKH�8�6��6XSUHPH�&RXUW·V�GHFLVLRQ�LQ� 
Shelby County v. Holder. A call for strong, fair laws that protect voters 

from discrimination in voting based on race. Chapters can join a 

national postcard campaign to enact legislation to restore the  

9RWLQJ�5LJKWV�$FW�
FLREA Update: When Congress passed the bill to restart 

JRYHUQPHQW�SURJUDPV�IROORZLQJ�WKH����GD\�VKXWGRZQ��LW�LQFOXGHG�D�
RQH�\HDU�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�)HGHUDO�/DQGV�5HFUHDWLRQ�(QKDQFHPHQW�
$FW��ZKLFK�ZDV�GXH�WR�H[SLUH�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������7KH�SURYLVLRQ�ZDV�
DGGHG�WR�WKH�ELOO�E\�6HQ��0DMRULW\�/HDGHU�+DUU\�5HLG��-$&/�ZDV�RQH�
RI����RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�WKH�RQO\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�FRORU��WKDW�VHQW�D�
OHWWHU�WR�6HQ��5HLG�RQ�6HSW�����WR�UHTXHVW�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�WR�WKH�FULWLFDOO\�
QHHGHG�)/5($��7KH�)/5($�DOORZV�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3DUN�6HUYLFH�WR�
charge entrance and recreation fees at national parks — those fees 

WRWDO�DERXW������PLOOLRQ��)/5($�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKH�-$&/�DQG�WKH�
Japanese community, as the revenue earned helps fund construction, 

SUHVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDPV�DW�7XOH�/DNH��0DQ]DQDU�DQG�
0LQLGRND��7KHUH�LV�IXUWKHU�ZRUN�DKHDG�RQ�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�DXWKRUL]DWLRQ��
EXW�WKH�RQH�\HDU�H[WHQVLRQ�LV�D�VROLG�YLFWRU\��� Q
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COMMENTARY2 Nov. 1-14, 2013

By Priscilla Ouchida
JACL National Director

� Your Stories. Your Legacy.�

Statement of Ownership, 

Management, and Circulation

���3XEOLFDWLRQ�7LWOH��3DFL¿F�&LWL]HQ����3XEOLFDWLRQ�1XPEHU���������������)LOLQJ�
'DWH���������������,VVXH�)UHTXHQF\��6HPL�PRQWKO\��H[FHSW�RQFH�LQ�-DQXDU\�	�
'HFHPEHU����1XPEHU�RI�,VVXH�3XEOLVKHG�$QQXDOO\��������$QQXDO�6XEVFULSWLRQ�
3ULFH�� ���� ����� 0DLOLQJ� $GGUHVV�3XEOLVKHU�� -DSDQHVH� $PHULFDQ� &LWL]HQV�
/HDJXH�GED�3DFL¿F�&LWL]HQ��/RV�$QJHOHV�&RXQW\������(��VW�6WUHHW��6XLWH�����
/RV�$QJHOHV�� &$� ����������� &RQWDFW� 3HUVRQ� 0DQDJHU��$OOLVRQ� +DUDPRWR��
7HOHSKRQH���������������������2ZQHU��-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�&LWL]HQV�/HDJXH�
GED�3DFL¿F�&LWL]HQ������6XWWHU�6WUHHW�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��&$�����������1R�NQRZQ�
%RQGKROGHUV��0RUWJDJHHV��DQG�2WKHU�6HFXULW\�+ROGHUV�2ZQLQJ�RU�+ROGLQJ���
3HUFHQW� RU�0RUH� RI�7RWDO�$PRXQW� RI�%RQGV��0RUWJDJHV�� RU�2WKHU�6HFXULWLHV�
����7D[�6WDWXV�+DV�1RW�&KDQJHG�'XULQJ�3UHFHGLQJ����0RQWKV�����3XEOLFDWLRQ�
7LWOH��3DFL¿F�&LWL]HQ�����,VVXH�'DWH�IRU�&LUFXODWLRQ�'DWD�%HORZ���������������
([WHQW�DQG�1DWXUH�RI�&LUFXODWLRQ��0HPEHUVKLS�%HQH¿W�DQG�3DLG�6XEVFULSWLRQ�
D��7RWDO�1XPEHU�RI�&RSLHV��1HW�3UHVV�5XQ��$YHUDJH�1R��&RSLHV�(DFK�,VVXH�
'XULQJ�3UHFHGLQJ����0RQWKV���������1R��&RSLHV�RI�6LQJOH� ,VVXH�3XEOLVKHG�
1HDUHVW� WR�)LOLQJ�'DWH���������E��3DLG�&LUFXODWLRQ����0DLOHG�2XWVLGH�&RXQW\�
3DLG� 6XEVFULSWLRQV� 6WDWHG� RQ� 36� )RUP� �����$YHUDJH�� ������ 6LQJOH� ,VVXH��
���������0DLOHG�,Q�&RXQW�3DLG�6XEVFULSWLRQV�6WDWHG�RQ�36�)RUP������$YHUDJH��
������6LQJOH� ,VVXH�� ������ F��7RWDO�3DLG�'LVWULEXWLRQ�$YHUDJH�� �������6LQJOH�
,VVXH�� ������� I�� 7RWDO� 'LVWULEXWLRQ�$YHUDJH�� ������� 6LQJOH� ,VVXH�� ������� J��
&RSLHV�QRW�'LVWULEXWHG�$YHUDJH������6LQJOH�,VVXH������K��7RWDO�$YHUDJH���������
6LQJOH� ,VVXH��������� L��3HUFHQW�3DLG�$YHUDJH�������6LQJOH� ,VVXH����������
3XEOLFDWLRQ�RI�6WDWH�RI�2ZQHUVKLS��3XEOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW�ZLOO�EH�SULQWHG�
LQ�WKH���������LVVXH�



M
y wife, Debbie, and I had a chance of a lifetime to tour Italy 

ZLWK�WKH�)ULHQGV�DQG�)DPLO\�RI�1LVHL�9HWHUDQV��´))19µ��LQ�
0D\��7KH�IRFXV�RI�WKH�WRXU�ZDV�WR�YLVLW�WKH�EDWWOHÀHOGV�RI�WKH�

���WK�,QIDQWU\�%DWWDOLRQ��´���WKµ��DQG�WKH����QG�5HJLPHQWDO�&RPEDW�
7HDP��´���QGµ���7KHVH�:RUOG�:DU�,,�VHJUHJDWHG�XQLWV�ZHUH�PDGH�XS�RI�
1LVHL��VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�$PHULFDQV�RI�-DSDQHVH�DQFHVWU\��7KH�XQLWV�
received seven Presidential Unit Citations, the highest honor for a 

military unit, and the soldiers of those units were awarded 21 Medals of 

+RQRU�����'LVWLQJXLVKHG�6HUYLFH�&URVVHV������6LOYHU�6WDUV�DQG�PRUH�
WKDQ�������%URQ]H�6WDUV�
6KRUWO\�DIWHU�WKH�(PSLUH�RI�-DSDQ�DWWDFNHG�3HDUO�+DUERU�RQ�'HF�����

������WKH�6HOHFWLYH�6HUYLFH�UHFODVVLÀHG�GUDIW�DJH�PHQ�RI�-DSDQHVH�
DQFHVWU\�´��&��HQHP\�DOLHQµ�LQHOLJLEOH�IRU�PLOLWDU\�VHUYLFH��/DWHU��WKH�
War Department approved the creation of the 100th Infantry Battalion, 

ZKLFK�ZDV�PDGH�XS�RI�1LVHL�YROXQWHHUV�IURP�+DZDLL��
The 100th distinguished itself in Italy, spearheading many attacks and 

VXIIHULQJ�VR�PDQ\�FDVXDOWLHV��,W�EHFDPH�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�´3XUSOH�+HDUW�
%DWWDOLRQ�µ�7KH�:DU�'HSDUWPHQW�WKHQ�VRXJKW�YROXQWHHUV�IURP�WKH�:DU�
5HORFDWLRQ�&HQWHUV��ZKHUH�PRUH�WKDQ���������-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV��RYHU�
����8�6��FLWL]HQV�E\�ELUWK��ZHUH�IRUFLEO\�LQWHUQHG��7KHVH�YROXQWHHUV�
EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�WKH����QG�5HJLPHQWDO�&RPEDW�7HDP��ZHUH�GHSOR\HG�LQ�
,WDO\�DQG�ZHUH�WKHQ�MRLQHG�E\�WKH����WK�DV�LWV�)LUVW�%DWWDOLRQ��

)RUW\�WZR�RI�XV�LQ�WKH�))19�JURXS�VWDUWHG�RXU�WRXU�E\�SD\LQJ�WULEXWH�
to the fallen American soldiers at the American Cemetery at Nettuno. 

We traveled to various battle sites, where we were warmly greeted by 

WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�6XYHUHWR��%HOYHGHUH��7HQGROD��)RVGLQRYR�DQG�
3LHWUDVDQWD�ZLWK�ZUHDWK�OD\LQJ�FHUHPRQLHV�DW�WKH�PHPRULDOV�KRQRULQJ�
the Nisei soldiers. 

We shared a meal and refreshments and exchanged gifts. Our gifts 

LQFOXGHG�UHSOLFDV�RI�WKH�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�*ROG�0HGDO��´&*0µ���&RQJUHVV·�
KLJKHVW�FLYLOLDQ�KRQRU���7KH�RULJLQDO�&*0�ZDV�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH� 
PHPEHUV�RI�WKH����WK�����QG�DQG�WKH�0LOLWDU\�,QWHOOLJHQFH�6HUYLFH� 
at a ceremony in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 2, 2011. Debbie and  

,�ZHUH�IRUWXQDWH�WR�KDYH�DWWHQGHG�WKH�FHUHPRQ\�DQG�UHFHLYHG�EURQ]H�
replicas of the CGM on behalf of our fathers. 

The Livorno edition of La Nazione, one of Italy’s national newspapers, 

FRYHUHG�WKH�YLVLW�WR�6XYHUHWR�DQG�%HOYHGHUH�ZLWK�D�WZR�SDJH�VSUHDG�
replete with photos. 

The community of Belvedere also unveiled a plaque at its church 

commemorating our visit. We enjoyed a reception followed by a 

���FRXUVH��WKUHH�KRXU�OXQFK�LQ�)RVGLQRYR�ZLWK�WKH�PD\RU�DQG� 
�FLW\�RIÀFLDOV��
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‘Ethnic dress in 
and of itself isn’t 
offensive, and in 
fact wearing an 
HWKQLF�RXWÀW�FRXOG�
be a sincere tribute 
to a culture. But 
not if the clothes 
are presented as a 
cheap costume . . .’

>> See HEROES on page 12

FIRST-PERSON

‘I often think of 
the Nisei soldiers 
and how they 
proved the loyalty 
of Japanese 
Americans at a 
time when their 
loyalty was  
suspect . . . ’

Following in the Footsteps of Heroes
By Dale Ikeda

NIKKEI VOICE

Halloween Has Become a Haven for 
Stereotypes
By Gil Asakawa 

I 
KDWH�+DOORZHHQ��(YHU\�\HDU��,�EUDFH�P\VHOI�IRU�WKH�LQHYLWDEOH�UDFLVW�
FRVWXPH�WKDW�VWHUHRW\SHV�$VLDQV�DQG�VSDUNV�SURWHVWV��(YHU\�\HDU�� 
I end up writing a blog post about the latest offensive getup.

This year almost went by without incident. Almost, but not quite.

-XVW�D�FRXSOH�RI�GD\V�EHIRUH�+DOORZHHQ��QHZV�FRYHUDJH�RI�WKH�ODWHVW�
EDG�FRVWXPH�PDGH�WKH�URXQGV��7KLV�WLPH��LW�ZDV�D�SDLU�RI�-DSDQHVH�
themed costumes sold by, surprisingly, Pottery Barn, the upscale  

home furnishings retailer.

Granted, this year’s costumes — a kimono for women and a sushi chef 

XQLIRUP�IRU�PHQ�³�DUHQ·W�DV�RIIHQVLYH�DV�VRPH�LQ�WKH�SDVW��´.XQJ�)RROµ�
IURP�D�GHFDGH�DJR��ZKLFK�FRPELQHG�PDUWLDO�DUWV�ZLWK�D�VTXLQW\�H\HG��
EXFN�WRRWKHG�PDVN�ZDV�D�FODVVLF��7KLV�\HDU·V�VXVKL�FKHI�LV�GRZQULJKW�
boring — why would someone want to dress like a generic sushi chef? 

But the kimono was a cheesy, phony imitation of a kimono, and my 

stomach clenched when I saw it. The costume has some features that 

look like a kimono, but it’s really a sheer polyester robe.

$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV�$GYDQFLQJ�-XVWLFH��D�FLYLO�ULJKWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
protested the costumes, and Pottery Barn withdrew them from its  

online catalog on Oct. 28.

´,W·V�QRW�WKDW�HWKQLF�GUHVV�LV�RIIHQVLYH��:KDW�ZH�ÀQG�SUREOHPDWLF�LV�
SDFNDJLQJ�WKLV�W\SH�RI�GUHVV�DV�D�FRVWXPH�µ�WKH�Los Angeles Times 

quoted Ling Woo Liu, director of strategic communications for AAAJ. 

´$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV�DQG�3DFLÀF�,VODQGHUV�DUH�UHDO�SHRSOH�ZKR�FDQQRW�DQG�
VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRPPRGLÀHG�DV�FRVWXPHV�µ

Some people pushed back on this protest because the costumes 

ZHUHQ·W�DV�RXWULJKW�UDFLVW�DV�VRPH�LQ�WKH�SDVW��7KH\�VD\�WKDW�´SROLWLFDO�
FRUUHFWQHVVµ�LV�ÀQGLQJ�IDXOW�HYHU\ZKHUH�DQG�PDNLQJ�XV�LQWR�D�VRFLHW\�RI�
victims. But that’s not true. 

(WKQLF�GUHVV�LQ�DQG�RI�LWVHOI�LVQ·W�RIIHQVLYH��DQG�LQ�IDFW�ZHDULQJ�DQ�
HWKQLF�RXWÀW�FRXOG�EH�D�VLQFHUH�WULEXWH�WR�D�FXOWXUH��%XW�QRW�LI�WKH�FORWKHV�
are presented as a cheap costume, as these were.

Because of the news story about Pottery Barn dropping the costumes, 

,�KDG�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZLWK�D�&DXFDVLDQ�ZRPDQ�RQ�)DFHERRN�
who says she loves Japan and has worn a kimono and dressed as a 

JHLVKD�IRU�+DOORZHHQ�EHIRUH��6KH�VD\V�VKH·V�QRW�UDFLVW��DQG�,�EHOLHYH�KHU��
,�VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�FRVWXPH�HYRNHV�WKH�´JHLVKDµ�VWHUHRW\SH��ZKLFK�

has been twisted in the West to represent submissive femininity and 

RXWULJKW�SURVWLWXWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�QRW�ZKDW�JHLVKDV�DUH�DERXW���,W�IHHGV�RQ�
VWHUHRW\SHV��ZKLFK�E\�GHÀQLWLRQ�DUH�UDFLDOO\�FKDUJHG�
6KH�FRXQWHUHG�WKDW�VKH�ZDVQ·W�WU\LQJ�WR�UHSUHVHQW�´VXEPLVVLYH�

IHPLQLQLW\�µ�6KH�VDLG�LW·V�QRW�IDLU�WR�DVVXPH�VRPHRQH�LV�EHLQJ�UDFLVW�MXVW�
for wearing an ethnic costume.

%XW�SD\LQJ�´KRPDJHµ�ZLWKRXW�WKLQNLQJ�GHHSO\�FDQ�DOVR�EH�RIIHQVLYH�� 
I don’t doubt that when she dons a kimono costume she means it 

sincerely — and people who don the Pottery Barn kimono may also. 

That isn’t racist. 

>> See HALLOWEEN on page 13
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By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter

J
ACL National Secretary/Treasurer Matthew 

)DUUHOOV�DW�WKH�UHFHQW�-$&/�1DWLRQDO�%RDUG�
PHHWLQJ�UHSRUWHG�D�SURMHFWHG�\HDU�HQG�EXGJHW�
surplus.

The JACL’s total actual revenues as of Sept. 30 are 

������������ZLWK�DFWXDO�H[SHQVHV�WRWDOLQJ�������������
7KH�-$&/�LV�IRUHFDVWHG�WR�EH�XQGHU�EXGJHW�E\���������
at year’s end. 

´:H·UH�XQGHU�EXGJHW�WKURXJK�WKH�HQG�RI�6HSWHPEHU�µ�
VDLG�)DUUHOOV�DW�WKH�1RY����PHHWLQJ�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��
´$QG�ZH·UH�DFWXDOO\�IRUHFDVWLQJ�DW�WKLV�WLPH�²²�EDVHG�RQ�
WKH�IRUHFDVWV�DQG�WKH�DFWXDOV�²²�WKURXJK�6HSWHPEHU�DQ�
��������VXUSOXV�DW�\HDUHQG��UHODWLYH�WR�D���������GHÀFLW��
ZKLFK�ZDV�LQ�RXU�DSSURYHG�EXGJHW�µ
)DUUHOOV�VDLG�WKH�3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ·V�revenues are 

FXUUHQWO\�XQGHU�EXGJHW��+RZHYHU��KH�VDLG��WKDW�GRHV�QRW�
LQFOXGH�DQ\�H[SHFWHG�LQFRPH�IURP�WKH�DQQXDO�+ROLGD\�
Issue. 

The P.C. has traditionally raised about half of 

its budget through fundraisers such as the Spring 

&DPSDLJQ�DQG�WKH�+ROLGD\�,VVXH��7KH�RWKHU�KDOI�RI�WKH�
3�&�·V budget comes from JACL. 

$OOLVRQ�+DUDPRWR��P.C. executive editor, addressed the 

board at the Nov. 2 national meeting, Calif., requesting 

WKDW�PHPEHUV�XQIUHH]H�WKH�DVVLVWDQW�HGLWRU�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�
was previously held by Lynda Lin, who resigned in 

2012. 

´,I�ZH�FDQ�JHW�WKH�H[WUD�KHOS�LQ�WKH�RIÀFH��ZH�FDQ�
start moving forward with the digital plan, thus making 

us more technologically savvy and getting our web 

SUHVHQFH�DFWXDOO\�EDFN�RXW�WKHUH�µ�+DUDPRWR�VDLG�� 
´,Q�RUGHU�WR�SXVK�DKHDG��ZH�QHHG�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�KDYH�
DGGLWLRQDO�VWDIÀQJ�WR�DOORZ�XV�WR�GR�WKDW�µ
+DUDPRWR�VD\V�WKH�P.C.�KDV�GUDIWHG�DQG�LV�ÀQDOL]LQJ�D�

formal proposal to reinstate the assistant editor position. 

)XQGLQJ�IRU�WKH�3�&�·V assistant editor position was 

HOLPLQDWHG�IURP�WKH�-$&/·V�EXGJHW�IRU�������DORQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�-$&/�3DFLÀF�6RXWKZHVW�UHJLRQDO�GLUHFWRU�
position for 2013. The JACL National Board at its April 

���PHHWLQJ�ODVW�\HDU�DSSURYHG�WKH�SURSRVHG���������
budget, eliminating the assistant editor position. 

+RZHYHU��DW�WKH������-$&/�1DWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�
delegates passed a motion, with two opposed and one 

spilt vote, to reinstate both positions in the budget. 
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The JACL National Board met at the organization’s headquarters in San Francisco, Calif., on Nov. 2. 

In other news, the JACL national board voted to sponsor 

California legislation to make the Day of Remembrance an 

annually recognized event.

JACL 
National 
Board 
Forecasts 
Year-End 
Budget 
Surplus 



´,�WKLQN�LW�ZRXOG�SURYLGH�PH�D�ORW�PRUH�
comfort if I’m able to see the numbers, see 

how much time they’re allocating toward 

UHYHQXH�JHQHUDWLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�,�WKLQN�
once we can review a proposal, or details 

such as that, I think it would provide me a lot 

more comfort because currently I don’t think 

we could support an additional staff position 

on the P.C��VLGH�µ�VDLG�)DUUHOOV�
JACL National President David Lin agreed.

´,Q�P\�PLQG��WKLV�ERDUG�QHHGV�WR�VHH�WKDW�
because we usually go through a rigorous 

SURFHVV�WR�XQIUHH]H�RU�WR�FUHDWH�DQ\�QHZ�
SRVLWLRQV�MXVW�JLYHQ�RXU�ILQDQFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ�µ�
/LQ�VDLG��´�,�GRQ·W�ZDQW�SHRSOH�WR�ZDON�DZD\�
to say, ‘Oh, it looks like we have $80,000 in 

WKH�EDQN�·�:H�GRQ·W�KDYH�LW�LQ�WKH�EDQN�µ
Some board members explained that other 

JACL programs are also experiencing staffing 

shortages. 

´,�VHH�WKDW�WKH�P.C. is facing various 

VWUXJJOHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�D�VKRUWDJH�RI�VWDII�µ�
said Mariko Newton, national youth chair. 

´%XW�,�DOVR�ZDQWHG�WR�QRWH�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�
other programs in JACL that are facing 

similar struggles and that includes the NYSC 

[National Youth/Student Council]. We do not 

KDYH�D�IXOO�WLPH�VWDIIHU�µ�
Lin said once the P.C. presents the board 

with a detailed proposal for the assistant 

editor position, members will review it.  

´2QFH�DJDLQ�,�ZDQW�WR�EH�FOHDU�DQG�XSIURQW�
ZLWK�HYHU\ERG\��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�ODVW�SRVLWLRQ�
we approved was the PSW regional director, 

DQG�LW�ZDV�D�WLPH�ERXQG�SRVLWLRQ��6R�WKDW�
gives the board flexibility in terms how we 

FRXOG�PDQDJH�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�µ�/LQ�VDLG��  
´,�SHUVRQDOO\�PD\�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�SRVLWLRQ�
that you will be proposing— we may also put 

VRPH�WLPHIUDPHV�DURXQG�LW�DV�ZHOO�µ
The next JACL national board meeting will 

EH�KHOG�0DUFK���DW�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��&DOLI���
headquarters.�

Other matters discussed by the board include: 

��-$&/�1DWLRQDO�6HFUHWDU\�7UHDVXUHU�
0DWWKHZ�)DUUHOOV�DQQRXQFHG�XQDQLPRXV�ERDUG�
appointments made via email prior to the 

meeting. Mariko Newton was appointed as the 

QDWLRQDO�ERDUG�\RXWK�FKDLU��.HYLQ�0RUL�ZLOO�
serve as the national board youth representative. 

/DVWO\��7RVKL�$EH�ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�WR�93�RI�
membership. 

��7KH�ERDUG�SDVVHG�D�PRWLRQ�WR�DSSURYH�WKH�
-XO\����PLQXWHV��$�YRWH�RQ�-XO\����PLQXWHV�ZLOO�
be made via email. 

��&DOLIRUQLD�$VVHPEO\PHPEHU�$O�0XUDWVXFKL�
requested that the JACL national board sponsor 

OHJLVODWLRQ�WR�PDNH�'D\�RI�5HPHPEUDQFH�DQ�
DQQXDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�HYHQW�LQ�WKH�VWDWH��7KH�
ERDUG�SDVVHG�WKH�PRWLRQ��0LNR�6DZDPXUD��93�
of general operations, moved to pass the motion, 

and David Unruhe, NCWNP district governor, 

seconded the motion. 

��7KH�ERDUG�DOVR�SDVVHG�D�PRWLRQ�WR�SURYLGH�
-$&/�HPSOR\HHV�ZLWK������WR�FRYHU�WKH�FKDQJH�
in healthcare deductibles next year as a result of 

the Affordable Care Act.

��-$&/�1DWLRQDO�'LUHFWRU�3ULVFLOOD�2XFKLGD�
VDLG�DERXW����������UHPDLQV�LQ�WKH�-DSDQ�
WVXQDPL�UHOLHI�IXQG�UDLVHG�E\�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�'LUHFW�5HOLHI��/LQ�VDLG�WKH�
board would decide in an email decision how the 

remaining funds will be distributed. 

��7KH�ERDUG�SDVVHG�D�PRWLRQ�WR�ZDLYH�LQVXUDQFH�
SUHPLXPV�IRU�WKH�-$&/�+ROO\ZRRG��������DQG�
*UHDWHU�3DVDGHQD��������FKDSWHUV�� Q
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Mariko Newton �IRUHJURXQG�, JACL national youth chair, reviews a report from  
the U.S.-Japan Committee.

JACL National Secretary/Treasurer Matthew Farrells �OHIW� 
gave a budget update. 

The 3�&�ҋV Allison Haramoto �ULJKW� and Susan Yokoyama 
ZHUH�ZHOFRPHG�WR�WKHLU�ÀUVW�-$&/�ERDUG�PHHWLQJ��
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Larry Oda �ULJKW�, former national president, presented the board with a update on 
the JACL’s recent trip to the tsunami-effected area of Japan. 



C
\QWKLD�.DGRKDWD�IURP�&RYLQD��&DOLI���
is among the National Book Award 

ÀQDOLVWV�QDPHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�%RRN�
)RXQGDWLRQ�RQ�2FW�����
.DGRKDWD� ZDV� QRPLQDWHG� LQ� WKH� \RXQJ�

people’s literature category for her book 

´7KH�7KLQJ�$ERXW�/XFNµ��$WKHQHXP��DORQJ�
ZLWK�IROORZ�QRPLQHHV�.DWKL�$SSHOW�IRU�´7KH�
7UXH� %OXH� 6FRXWV� RI� 6XJDU� 0DQ� 6ZDPSµ�
�$WKHQHXP��� 7RP� 0F1HDO� IRU� ´)DU� )DU�
$ZD\µ� �.QRSI��� 0HJ� 5RVRII� IRU� ´3LFWXUH�
0H�*RQHµ� �3XWQDP�� DQG�*HQH�/XHQ�<DQJ�
IRU�´%R[HUV�	�6DLQWVµ��)LUVW�6HFRQG�
7KH�ÀQDOLVWV�ZHUH�FKRVHQ�IURP�D�OLVW�RI����

authors announced on Sept. 16.

Awards will also be given for poetry, 

ÀFWLRQ� DQG� QRQÀFWLRQ� DW� D� FHUHPRQ\� WR� EH�
held in Manhattan on Nov. 20.

.DGRKDWD�ZRQ�D�1HZEHU\�0HGDO�LQ������IRU�
´.LUD�.LUDµ�DQG�WKH������3(1�86$�/LWHUDU\�
Award for Children’s Literature and the Jane 

$GGDPV�3HDFH�$ZDUG�IRU�́ :HHGÁRZHU�µ�+HU�
RWKHU�ERRNV�LQFOXGH�´&UDFNHU��7KH�%HVW�'RJ�
LQ�9LHWQDP�µ�´2XWVLGH�%HDXW\�µ�´$�0LOOLRQ�
6KDGHV�RI�*UD\µ�DQG�´7KH�)ORDWLQJ�:RUOG�µ�

For more information, visit www.
cynthiakadohata.com/.
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ADM. HARRY HARRIS JR. PROMOTED TO COMMANDER 
OF THE U.S. PACIFIC FLEET

PEARL HARBOR, HI —�9LFH�$GP��+DUU\�+DUULV�-U��ZDV�
SURPRWHG�WR�KHDG�RI�WKH�8�6��1DY\�LQ�WKH�3DFLÀF�RQ�2FW������
+DUULV�WDNHV�RYHU�IURP�$GP��&HFLO�+DQH\��ZKR�LV�OHDYLQJ�WR�KHDG�
the U.S. Strategic Command in Nebraska. Because his promotion 

FDPH�GXULQJ�WKH�SDUWLDO�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�VKXWGRZQ��WKH�FKDQJH�RI�FRPPDQG�
FHUHPRQ\�LQ�3HDUO�+DUERU�ZDV�ORZ�NH\��ZLWK�$GP��6DPXHO�/RFNOHDU�SUHVLGLQJ�RYHU�
WKH�FHUHPRQ\�LQ�SODFH�RI�WKH�DEVHQW�FKLHI�RI�QDYDO�RSHUDWLRQV��+DUULV�EHFRPHV�WKH�
��WK�QDYDO�RIÀFHU�WR�FRPPDQG�WKH�3DFLÀF�)OHHW�VLQFH�LW�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�)HEUXDU\�
������$V�FRPPDQGHU��+DUULV�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�����PLOOLRQ�VTXDUH�PLOHV�RI�WKH�
,QGR�$VLD�3DFLÀF�UHJLRQ��7KH�3DFLÀF�)OHHW�FXUUHQWO\�FRQVLVWV�RI�����VKLSV�
VXEPDULQHV��������DLUFUDIW�DQG���������VDLORUV�DQG�FLYLOLDQV�

TRACIE BROWN NAMED S.F. SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE

SAN FRANCISCO —�7UDFLH�/��%URZQ������RI�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
KDV�EHHQ�VZRUQ�LQ�DV�D�MXGJH�RI�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�&RXQW\�
6XSHULRU�&RXUW��EHFRPLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�ZRPDQ�WR�
serve in that capacity. A democrat, Brown was appointed by  

*RY��-HUU\�%URZQ�WR�ÀOO�WKH�YDFDQF\�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�UHWLUHPHQW�RI�
-XGJH�.HYLQ�0F&DUWK\��%URZQ�SUHYLRXVO\�VHUYHG�DV�DQ�DVVLVWDQW�8�6��DWWRUQH\�VLQFH�
������3ULRU�WR�WKDW�SRVLWLRQ��VKH�ZDV�DQ�DVVRFLDWH�DW�&RROH\�*RGZDUG�.URQLVK�//3�
IURP������������%URZQ�HDUQHG�KHU�-XULV�'RFWRUDWH�GHJUHH�IURP�WKH�8�&��%HUNHOH\�
6FKRRO�RI�/DZ�DQG�D�EDFKHORU·V�GHJUHH�IURP�+DUYDUG�5DGFOLIIH�8QLYHUVLW\��$�
FHUHPRQLDO�LQYHVWLWXUH�ZDV�KHOG�RQ�2FW�����DW�WKH�+LUDP�-RKQVRQ�6WDWH�%XLOGLQJ��
ZKHUH�%URZQ�ZDV�VZRUQ�LQ�E\�&\QWKLD�0LQJ�0HL�/HH��SUHVLGLQJ�MXGJH�RI�WKH� 
6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�6XSHULRU�&RXUW�

TAKASHI YANASE, CREATOR OF ‘ANPANMAN’ DIES

TOKYO — 7DNDVKL�<DQDVH��FUHDWRU�RI�RQH�RI�-DSDQ·V�PRVW�
beloved cartoon characters, Anpanman, passed away Oct. 13 of 

KHDUW�IDLOXUH��+H�ZDV�����<DQDVH�FUHDWHG�$QSDQPDQ��D�VXSHUKHUR�
ZLWK�D�KHDG�PDGH�RI�DQSDQ��LQ�������RYHU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��
Yanase sold more than 68 million copies of his comic book 

series. Anpanman, a smiley hero clad in a red suit and long cape, became known for 

ÀJKWLQJ�KLV�DUFKULYDO�%DLNLQPDQ��RU�JHUP�PDQ��ZKLOH�UHVFXLQJ�WKH�ZHDN��,Q�������WKH�
FDUWRRQ�VHULHV�´/HW·V�*R��$QSDQPDQµ�HQWHUHG�*XLQHVV�:RUOG�5HFRUGV�IRU�WKH�ODUJHVW�
QXPEHU�RI�FKDUDFWHUV�DW�PRUH�WKDQ��������$�IRUPHU�JUDSKLF�GHVLJQHU��<DQDVH�DOVR�
wrote poems and lyrics for children’s songs. 

MICHELLE WIE NAMED YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES 
AMBASSADOR

LONDON — American golfer Michelle Wie has been named an 

ambassador for the Youth Olympic Games, the International 

Olympic Committee announced Oct. 21. Wie is expected to share 

her golf experience and advice with competitors at the Youth 

Games in Nanjing, China. A graduate of Stanford University, Wie is aiming to make 

WKH�8�6��2O\PSLF�WHDP�ZKHQ�JROI�RIÀFLDOO\�PDNHV�LWV�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�6XPPHU�*DPHV�LQ�
5LR�GH�-DQHLUR�LQ�������:LH�PDGH�KLVWRU\�ZKHQ�VKH�EHFDPH�WKH�\RXQJHVW�SOD\HU�WR�
qualify for a United States Golf Assn. tournament at just 10 years of age. The second 

edition of the Summer Youth Olympic Games is scheduled to be held from  

$XJ���������������������������������

VOCALIST JUDITH HILL SIGNS WITH SONY AND  
BEGINS TOUR WITH JOSH GROBAN

9RFDOLVW�-XGLWK�+LOO��EHVW�NQRZQ�IRU�KHU�DSSHDUDQFH�LQ�GLUHFWRU�
0RUJDQ�1HYLOOH·V������GRFXPHQWDU\�´���)HHW�)URP�6WDUGRP�µ� 
D�ÀOP�WKDW�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�XQWROG�WUXH�VWRULHV�RI�EDFNXS�VLQJHUV� 
to some of the greatest musical legends of our time, has begun 

WRXULQJ�ZLWK�PXOWLSODWLQXP�VHOOLQJ�VLQJHU�-RVK�*UREDQ�DV�SDUW�RI�KLV�IDOO�´,Q�WKH�
5RXQGµ�WRXU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��+LOO��DOVR�NQRZQ�IRU�KHU�6HDVRQ���DSSHDUDQFH�RQ�1%&·V�
´7KH�9RLFH�µ�UHFHQWO\�VLJQHG�D�UHFRUG�GHDO�ZLWK�6RQ\�0XVLF��ZKHUH�VKH�LV�SXWWLQJ� 
WKH�ÀQLVKLQJ�WRXFKHV�RQ�KHU�GHEXW�UHFRUG��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�UHOHDVHG�HDUO\�QH[W�\HDU�� 
+LOO�ÀUVW�EXUVW�RQWR�WKH�QDWLRQDO�FDQYDV�ZKHQ�VKH�DSSHDUHG�DV�D�EDFNXS�VLQJHU� 
IRU�WKH�ODWH�0LFKDHO�-DFNVRQ��+LOO�DOVR�KDV�SHUIRUPHG�ZLWK�6WHYLH�:RQGHU�DQG� 
(OWRQ�-RKQ�� Q

APAs in the NewsCynthia Kadohata is 
Named a Finalist for 
National Book Award
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SEATTLE — A special awards ceremony was 

KHOG�DW�WKH�1LVHL�9HWHUDQV�&RPPLWWHH�DQG�19&�
)RXQGDWLRQ�RQ�2FW�����DW�WKH�1LVHL�9HWHUDQV�
&RPPLWWHH�+DOO�LQ�6HDWWOH�WR�KRQRU�VHYHUDO�.RUHDQ�
:DU�YHWHUDQV�ZLWK�WKH�.RUHDQ�$PEDVVDGRU�IRU� 
Peace Award.

6RQJ�<RXQJ�:DQ��FRQVXO�JHQHUDO�RI�WKH�5HSXEOLF�
RI�.RUHD��DZDUGHG�WKH�KRQRU�WR�7KRPDV�7��)XMLL��
0LFKDHO�)XNXGD��.L\RWR�+DVKLPRWR��3DXO�<��
+RVRGD��1REXUR�.RVKL\DPD��3KLOOLS�0F'HUPRWW��
*HRUJH�+��1DNDVKLPD��7KRPDV�.��2KWDQL��6WDQWRQ�
7VXMLNDZD��+HUEHUW�6DLWR��$OIUHG�1��6DNDPRWR��
+LGHR�-��6DNDL�DQG�7RP�7��7DQDND�
7KH�5HSXEOLF�RI�.RUHD�LQVWLWXWHG�WKH�$PEDVVDGRU�

for Peace Medal in celebration of the 60th 

DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�WUXFH�WKDW�HQGHG�WKH�.RUHDQ�
FRQÁLFW�RQ�-XO\�����������7KH�PHGDO�ZDV�DSSURYHG�
E\�WKH�.RUHDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�H[SUHVV�LWV�KHDUWIHOW�
gratitude to all of the countries that fought among its 

countrymen in support of freedom and democracy.

Dignitaries in attendance at the ceremony included 

Washington State Senators Paull Shin and Bob 

+DVHJDZD��:DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH�5HS��6KDURQ�7RPLNR�
6DQWRV��0DM��*HQ���5HW���-DPHV�0��&ROOLQV��8�6��
Army and Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the 

$UP\��'HSXW\�0D\RU�RI�6HDWWOH�'DU\O�6PLWK��SDVW�
Washington State Commander for the American 

/HJLRQ�-DFRE�&DEXDJ��DQG�:DVKLQJWRQ�6WDWH�
&RPPDQGHU�IRU�WKH�9HWHUDQV�RI�)RUHLJQ�:DUV� 
Ted Streete. �

T
KH�9HQLFH�&XOYHU�-$&/�
Chapter hosted its 

DQQXDO�)UDQFHV�.LWDJDZD�
Luncheon on Oct. 13. This year’s 

program included keynote speaker 

/HVOLH�,WR��SUHVLGHQW�DQG�&(2�RI�
the Japanese American Cultural 

Center in Los Angeles, and 

0LKDUX�2NDPXUD�������.LWDJDZD�
,QWHUQ��FXUUHQWO\�D�ÀOP�PDMRU�DW�
California State University, Long 

Beach, and president of NSU  

Cal State Long Beach.

.LWDJDZD�ZDV�D�IRXQGLQJ�
PHPEHU�RI�WKH�%D\�&LWLHV�-$&/��ZKLFK�ODWHU�EHFDPH�WKH�9HQLFH�&XOYHU�-$&/��6KH�ZDV�D�FKDSWHU� 
SUHVLGHQW�DQG�VHUYHG�RQ�YDULRXV�FRPPLWWHHV�IRU�WKH�UHJLRQDO�DQG�QDWLRQDO�-$&/��,Q�KRQRU�RI�.LWDJDZD�� 
WKH�9HQLFH�&XOYHU�-$&/�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�)UDQFHV�.LWDJDZD�/HDGHUVKLS�'HYHORSPHQW�,QWHUQVKLS�3URJUDP�IRU�
young adults in 2001.

7KH�)UDQFHV�.LWDJDZD�/HDGHUVKLS�'HYHORSPHQW�,QWHUQVKLS�3URJUDP�KDV�SURYLGHG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�
LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�ZRUN�RQ�SURMHFWV�DW�36:�'LVWULFW�5HJLRQDO�RIÀFH��3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ��-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�1DWLRQDO�
0XVHXP�DQG�UHVHDUFK�IRU�WKH�9HQLFH�-DSDQHVH�&RPPXQLW\�&HQWHU�� �

Veterans Honored With Republic of 
Korea Ambassador for Peace Award

Dignitaries and veterans at the Nisei Veterans Committee and NVC Foundation ceremony in Seattle.

�)URQW�URZ� Darin Noriyuki, Anna Sugimoto, Sharon Kumagai, 
Leslie Ito and Miharu Okamoto; �EDFN�URZ� Jane Yamashita, 

Mark Wakamatsu, Peter Wakamatsu, Carole Yamakoshi, 
Craig Ishii, Kuni Shimoguchi, Kerry Kaneichi, Diana Nishiura 

and Sam Shimoguchi

Venice Culver 
Chapter Hosts 
Kitagawa 
Luncheon



As part of its ongoing ‘Marvels & Monsters’ exhibit, 

JANM hosts a meet-and-greet conversation with  

Lela Lee, creator of the ‘Angry Little Girls’ comic books.
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By Connie K. Ho
Contributor

G
rowing up in a conservative, mostly white,  

suburban California city, Lela Lee had no idea 

that her sketch drawing of a little Asian girl 

would later be seen worldwide and turned into 

ERRNV��WRWH�EDJV�DQG�QRZ�D�GROO��/HH��D�.RUHDQ�$PHULFDQ�
who was ridiculed for her ethnicity at a young age,  

channeled her anger into her art, creating the character 

´$QJU\�/LWWOH�$VLDQ�*LUOµ�ZKLOH�VWXG\LQJ�DW�WKH� 
University of California, Berkeley. She visited the 

Japanese American National Museum on Oct. 19 to 

speak about her surprising career as a cartoonist and 

KHU�SODQV�IRU�KHU�´$QJU\�/LWWOH�*LUOVµ�FKDUDFWHUV�
Lee began the discussion by touching on her  

FKLOGKRRG�LQ�WKH�����V�LQ�6DQ�'LPDV��D�VPDOO�WRZQ�
DERXW����PLQXWHV�RXWVLGH�RI�/RV�$QJHOHV�
´:H�ZHUH�SUREDEO\�RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�$VLDQ�IDPLOLHV�

in that neighborhood, so a lot of kids didn’t know 

what to make of us. On the playground, I got 

teased and I couldn’t really speak back,  

I didn’t know what to say to the taunts, and 

then my parents at home were really super 

VWULFW��7KH\�ZHUH�.RUHDQ��WKH\�ZRUNHG� 
hard and they just wanted me to study and  

DVVLPLODWH�DQG�PDNH�LW�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG�µ�/HH�VDLG��´:KHQ� 
I would go to them about things that happened at school, 

they would just say, ‘Oh Lela, just be nice.’ So, I couldn’t 

really talk about the racism that I was feeling as a kid, and  

I also didn’t really know what it was — I didn’t know it  

KDG�D�QDPH�µ
/HH�ÀUVW�EHJDQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�UDFLVP�ZDV�ZKHQ�VKH�

arrived in Berkeley for college and began to take a variety 

of classes, including Asian American studies, women’s 

VWXGLHV�DQG�ÀOP�
´6RPHRQH�WROG�PH��ZKHQ�>\RX@�JR�WR�FROOHJH��LI�\RX·UH�

XQGHFODUHG��MXVW�WDNH�ZKDWHYHU�FODVV�\RX�ÀQG�LQWHUHVWLQJ�µ�
said Lee, who went through a bit of culture shock when she 

transitioned from living in a small, conservative town to 

D�SURJUHVVLYH��OLEHUDO�FLW\��´2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�,�UHPHPEHU�
feeling when I was taking these classes — the things  

I experienced growing up actually had a name and then  

I felt really disappointed, I felt betrayed. I felt like the 

teachers in my grade school, high school and my parents 

ZHUH�KLGLQJ�WKH�WUXWK�IURP�PH�µ
/HH�UHFRXQWHG�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�VKH�KDG�DW�WKH�3DODFH�RI�)LQH�

$UWV�LQ������LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��ZKHUH�VKH�ZHQW�WR�VHH�DQ�
animation festival with a friend. After seeing the cartoons, 
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she was left fuming at the offending images and jokes. 

+HU�IULHQG�UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�VKH�FUHDWH�D�FDUWRRQ�DERXW�
her own experiences growing up Asian American, and 

so Lee decided to try it out herself with some typing 

paper, markers and video editing equipment from 

her university’s lab. What resulted was a short, 

´)LUVW�'D\�LQ�6FKRRO�µ�WKDW�IHDWXUHG�IRXO�ODQ�
guage and a fresh take on race, 

sex and gender in 

the United States.

´$IWHU�SXW�
ting it together 

in the video 

classroom, I 

watched it and 

was like, ‘Oh 

my gosh, that 

was so angry. I 

need to hide it.’ So, I hid it, 

and I didn’t ever think about 

LW�µ�VDLG�/HH�
After graduating from college 

with a degree in rhetoric, Lee went to 

work at her family’s dry cleaners. The 

days at the dry cleaners were busy in the 

mornings, when all the customers dropped 

off their clothes, and then late afternoon, 

when they would return to pick up their items. 

Lee found that she had a span of free time in the 

middle of the day, and so she decided to work on  

a few short episodes. 

While hanging out with some friends at her 

VLVWHU·V�DSDUWPHQW��VKH�VKRZHG�WKH�ÀUVW�YLGHR�
she made and received positive feedback. She 

created a few more episodes during her down time 

at the dry cleaners, and these shorts were later shown 

in 1998 at the American Cinematheque, where she was 

YROXQWHHULQJ�DW�WKH�WLPH��7KH�ÀYH�VKRUWV�UHFHLYHG�VWURQJ�
reviews from the Los Angeles Times and LA Weekly, both of 

which praised her wit and acute observations of racism and 

sexism.

,Q�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�KHU�IDQV��/HH�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH�VWRULHV�
RI�´$QJU\�/LWWOH�$VLDQ�*LUOµ�UHVRQDWHG�ZLWK�IHPDOHV�RI�DOO�
FRORUV��DQG�VKH�GHFLGHG�WR�H[SDQG�WKH�FRPLF�VWULS�WR�´$QJU\�
/LWWOH�*LUOV�µ�7KH�VWULS�LQFOXGHG�'HERUDK��WKH�GLVHQFKDQWHG�
SULQFHVV��0DULD��WKH�FUD]\�OLWWOH�/DWLQD��:DQGD��WKH�IUHVK�
OLWWOH�VRXO�VLVWDK��DQG�;\OD��SURQRXQFHG�=\�OD���WKH�JORRP\�
JLUO��´$QJU\�/LWWOH�*LUOVµ�LV�D�QRZ�D�ZHHNO\�FRPLF�VWULS�DQG�
WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�SXEOLVKHG�ERRNV��VL[�WLWOHV�VR�IDU���7KH�FRPLF�
strip characters can also be seen on bags, shirts, school  

supplies and other products. Lee, whose favorite comic 

ERRNV�DUWLVWV�LQFOXGHG�&KDUOHV�6FKXO]�DQG�-XOHV�)HLIIHU��
faced rejections a number of times in getting her books 

SXEOLVKHG�EXW�ZDV�UHVLOLHQW�LQ�ÀQGLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�SHRSOH� 
with whom to work.

´:KHQ�,�ZDV�ÀUVW�VWDUWLQJ�RXW��LW�ZDV�ZKRHYHU�ZRXOG�
work with me, whoever would take me, but I was really 

SLFN\��WRR�µ�VDLG�/HH�RQ�KRZ�WKH�´$QJU\�/LWWOH�$VLDQ�*LUOµ�
SURGXFW�HPSLUH�KDV�JURZQ��´<RX�KDYH�WR�NLQG�RI�ORRN�
DURXQG�DQG�VHH�ZKHUH�\RX�ZRXOG�ÀW��\RX�DOVR�KDYH�WR�WDNH�
whatever you can get, but you have to have some standards 

and stay true to what you want to make. The world already 

KDV�HQRXJK�VWXII�LQ�WKH�ODQGÀOOV��,�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�WKDW�
VWXII�³�,�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�JRRG�VWXII�µ

Aside from speaking about her experience in writing and 

drawing, Lela also addressed her experience as an actress. 

She studied drama in college and took some time off during 

her junior year to pursue acting in Los Angeles. Lee has 

DSSHDUHG�RQ�79�VKRZV�VXFK�DV�´6FUXEVµ�DQG�´7UHPRUV�µ�
DORQJ�ZLWK�ÀOPV�VXFK�DV�����·V�´%HWWHU�/XFN�7RPRUURZµ�
DQG�����·V�´6KRSSLQJ�IRU�)DQJV�µ
´,·P�VRUW�RI�JRLQJ�EDFN�WR�>DFWLQJ@��,�UHDOO\�HQMR\�LW��LW·V�

really fun. It’s also a really good diversion because the thing 

about being a cartoonist is that it’s a really solitary job. 

´,W·V�UHDOO\�ORQHO\�µ�/HH�FRQWLQXHG��´,�MXVW�KDYH�D�GUDZ�
ing table and my computer, and I just look for ideas on the 

Internet or I’ll read stuff and jot things down. And I’ll think 

about stuff, but I don’t really get to see or interact with 

coworkers. So, it’s really  

fun when I go to  

                 

DXGLWLRQV��,·OO�VHH�P\�ROG�IULHQGV�LQ�DFWLQJ�µ
Those who attended the JANM event were a mixed group 

of ages and ethnicities, and many spoke about how the 

H[SHULHQFHV�RI�´$QJU\�/LWWOH�$VLDQ�*LUOµ�UHODWHG�WR�WKHLU�
own feelings of being misunderstood at times. Toward the 

end of the session, Lee described a fan she had met at a past 

&RPLF�&RQ�ZKR�ZDV�D�UHFHQW�VXUYLYRU�RI�FDQFHU��7KH�IDQ�
approached Lee to tell her how much the book had helped 

KHU�WKURXJK�D�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH�LQ�KHU�OLIH��
´7R�NQRZ�WKDW�VKH�FRXOG�WRXFK�KHU�DQJHU��WR�H[SUHVV�LW�³�

LW·V�VRPHRQH·V�UHDOO\�WU\LQJ�H[SHULHQFH�³�LW�PHDQV�D�ORW�µ�
said Lee, recounting the feedback she received from the 

IDQ��µ,W�VKRZHG�WKDW�P\�ZRUN�KHOSHG�KHU�TXHOO�WKDW�DQJHU�
EHFDXVH�WKDW�ZDV�UHDOO\�ZK\�,�FUHDWHG�LW��WRR�µ

At the end of the talk, many of the attendees lined up to 

KDYH�WKHLU�ERRNV�VLJQHG�E\�/HH��)DQV�RI�/HH�ZLOO�KDYH�PRUH�
opportunities to interact with her next year as she will be 

FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�´$QJU\�/LWWOH�$VLDQ�
*LUOµ�ZLWK�D�QXPEHU�RI�HYHQWV��

7R�ÀQG�RXW�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�UHFHLYH�
updates on the anniversary, visit https://

www.facebook.com/
AngryLittleGirls.

Lela Lee signs books for fans at JANM’s meet-and-greet event. Fans will have the opportunity to interact with 
Lee more next year when she celebrates the 20th anniversary of “Angry Little Asian Girl.”       
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‘. . . You have to have some 
standards and stay true to what 
you want to make. The world 
already has enough stuff in the 
ODQGÀOOV��������,�ZDQW�WR�PDNH� 
good stuff.’
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By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter

J
apanese American veterans of World War II gathered at the Chicago 

+LVWRU\� 0XVHXP� RQ� 2FW�� ��� IRU� WKH� RSHQLQJ� RI� WKH� WUDYHOLQJ�
Congressional Gold Medal exhibit.

7KH�H[KLELW�´$PHULFDQ�+HURHV��-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�:RUOG�:DU�,,�1LVHL�
6ROGLHUV� DQG� WKH� &RQJUHVVLRQDO�*ROG�0HGDOµ� KRQRUV� WKH� soldiers who 

IRXJKW� LQ� WKH� ���WK� ,QIDQWU\�%DWWDOLRQ�� WKH� ���QG�5HJLPHQWDO� &RPEDW�
Team and the Military Intelligence Service. 

´Working with Japanese American community 

leaders allowed us to enrich the traveling exhibition 

with the personal history and artifacts of local medal 

UHFLSLHQWV�µ� VDLG�7DPDUD�%LJJV�� WKH�&KLFDJR�+LVWRU\�
0XVHXP·V� GLUHFWRU� RI� H[KLELWLRQV�� ´2XU� 2FW�� ���
RSHQLQJ�GD\�ZDV�D�WUXO\�PRYLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��)RXUWHHQ�
Congressional Gold Medal recipients, seven widows 

and several hundred family members and community 

VXSSRUWHUV� JDWKHUHG� KHUH�� 9HWHUDQV� ZHUH� UHFRJQL]HG�
in an opening ceremony, they saw themselves and 

their combat buddies on display in the gallery where 

family members took pictures of the vets next to their 

VHUYLFH�HUD�SRUWUDLWV�DQG�PHPRULHV�SRXUHG�IRUWK�DW�WKH�
UHFHSWLRQ�WKDW�IROORZHG�µ

The Congressional Gold Medal, Congress’ highest 

civilian award, was formally awarded to the WWII 

Nisei veterans at a Washington, D.C., ceremony in 

2011. More than 30,000 Japanese Americans served 

during WWII. 

Many Japanese American soldiers fought in battle 

while their families were unjustly incarcerated behind 

EDUEHG�ZLUH��IROORZLQJ�WKH�ERPELQJ�RI�3HDUO�+DUERU�
when some 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry 

were forced from their homes. 

The Smithsonian, in partnership with the National 

9HWHUDQV� 1HWZRUN�� GHYHORSHG� WKH� WUDYHOLQJ� H[KLELW�
to spread the story of the heroic Nisei soldiers, who 

bravely fought in WWII despite the widespread 

discrimination against Japanese at the time.   

´0\�JUDQGIDWKHU�VHUYHG�LQ�WKH����QG�DQG�QHYHU�WROG�
KLV� VWRU\� RI� KHURLVP� DQG� FRXUDJH� RQ� WKH� EDWWOHÀHOG�
GXULQJ�::,,�µ�VDLG�0DULVD�)XMLQDND��D�&KLFDJR�-$&/�
FKDSWHU�PHPEHU��´7KH�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�*ROG�0HGDO�LV�D�
tribute to my grandfather and to thousands of Japanese 

Americans who dedicated their lives with honor and 

OR\DOW\�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�µ
Sponsors of the exhibit include Cole Chemical, 

$$53�� &RPFDVW�1%&� 8QLYHUVDO�� WKH� -DSDQHVH�
$PHULFDQ�9HWHUDQV�$VVQ��� 3ULW]NHU�0LOLWDU\� /LEUDU\��
WKH� 6KLUDWVXNL� )DPLO\�� 6RXWKZHVW� $LUOLQHV� DQG� WKH�
6SLULW�0RXQWDLQ�&RPPXQLW\�)XQG��

The Chicago exhibit was made possible thanks 

to community partnerships with the Nikkei WWII 

9HWHUDQV� 7ULEXWH� &RPPLWWHH�� &KLFDJR� -DSDQHVH�
American Council, Chicago Japanese American 

+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\��&KLFDJR�1LVHL�3RVW�������&KLFDJR�
JACL, Japanese American Service Committee and the 

Japanese Mutual Aid Society of Chicago. 

´7KLV� OLWWOH� H[KLELWLRQ� KDV� D� ELJ� KHDUW�� DQG� ,·P� VR�
glad I had the opportunity to work on it. You can quote 

PH�RQ�WKDW��WRR�µ�DGGHG�%LJJV�
7KH�H[KLELW�ZLOO�OHDYH�WKH�&KLFDJR�+LVWRU\�0XVHXP�

RQ�'HF�� ��� ,WV� QH[W� ²²� DQG�ÀQDO� VWRS� ²²�ZLOO� EH� WKH�
+RORFDXVW�0XVHXP�+RXVWRQ�RQ�'HF�����XQWLO�-DQ����� 

For more information about the exhibit, visit www.
chicagohistory.org or call (312) 642-4600.

NewsBytes
Former POWs Visit Japan Foreign Ministry
TOKYO — A group of 13 Americans, consisting of former prisoners of war, widows and POWs and  

WKHLU�FDUHJLYHUV��SDLG�D�FRXUWHV\�FDOO�RQ�-DSDQHVH�)RUHLJQ�0LQLVWHU�)XPLR�.LVKLGD�RQ�2FW������
7KH�JURXS�ZDV�YLVLWLQJ�-DSDQ�RQ�DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�)RUHLJQ�$IIDLUV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�

PLQLVWU\��.LVKLGD�FRPPHQWHG�WKDW�KH�KRSHG�WKLV�LQYLWDWLRQ�ZRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�IXUWKHU�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�IRU�
visitors with regard to Japan. 

,Q�UHVSRQVH��5REHUW�+HHU��RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�JURXS��VWDWHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�LPSUHVVHG�E\�WKH�EHDXW\�RI� 
Japan and conveyed his appreciation for the invitation. 

7.3-Magnitude Quake Rocks Japan’s Coast
TOKYO —�$Q�HDUWKTXDNH�RI�PDJQLWXGH�����VWUXFN�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RQ�2FW�����RII�-DSDQ·V�HDVW�FRDVW��
the U.S. Geological Survey said. Japan’s emergency agencies declared a tsunami warning for the area. 

-DSDQ·V�0HWHRURORJLFDO�$JHQF\�UDLVHG�WKH�WVXQDPL�ZDUQLQJ�IRU�WKH�DUHD�RI�+RQVKX��%XW�WKH�8�6��3DFLÀF�
7VXQDPL�:DUQLQJ�&HQWHU�GLG�QRW�SRVW�ZDUQLQJV�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�3DFLÀF�

The quake hit at 2:10 a.m. Tokyo time, the USGS said, and was felt in Tokyo, some 300 miles away.

$OO�EXW�WZR�RI�-DSDQ·V����UHDFWRUV�KDYH�EHHQ�RIÁLQH�VLQFH�WKH�0DUFK������PDJQLWXGH�����HDUWKTXDNH�DQG�
HQVXLQJ�WVXQDPL�WULJJHUHG�PXOWLSOH�PHOWGRZQV�DQG�PDVVLYH�UDGLDWLRQ�OHDNV�DW�WKH�)XNXVKLPD�'DL�LFKL�
QXFOHDU�SRZHU�SODQW��DERXW�����NLORPHWHUV������PLOHV��QRUWKHDVW�RI�7RN\R� 
 — Associated Press
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“I salute these great Americans who are indeed ����������
‘Twice  Heroes’ and whose stories come to life in                      

Tom Graves’ work.”     Senator Bob Dole             �
�

��TWICE HEROES:  America’s�
1LVHL�9HWHUDQV�RI�::,,�DQG�.RUHD�

���
���2UGHU�QRZ�IRU�9HWHUDQV�'D\����������������������������������
��������ZZZ�7ZLFH+HURHV�FRP�
����������RU�FDOO��������������

��

7ZLFH�+HURHV�LV�WKH�RQO\�����
ERRN�WKDW�WHOOV�WKH�1LVHL�
veterans’ stories in their 
RZQ�ZRUGV��WKURXJK�WKHLU�
LQWHUYLHZV�ZLWK�ZULWHU�DQG�
SKRWRJUDSKHU�7RP�*UDYHV���
�
*LYH�7ZLFH�+HURHV�WR�\RXU�
FKLOGUHQ�DQG�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�
WR�VKDUH�WKH�XQWROG�VWRULHV�
of the Nisei generation’s 
LPSRUWDQW�FKDSWHU�LQ�RXU�
nation’s history. �

George and Judy Morimitsu attended the Oct. 19 opening of the 
“American Heroes” exhibit at the Chicago History Museum.

Congressional Gold Medal Traveling 
Exhibit Stops in Chicago

PH
O

TO
: C

O
UR

TE
SY

 O
F C

HI
CA

G
O
 JA

CL

Eleven SoCal WWII Veterans to Receive France’s Highest Honor

(leven Japanese Americans veterans of World 

:DU�,,�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�)UDQFH·V�KLJKHVW�KRQRU�DW�D�
ceremony in Southern California.  

7KH�*R� IRU�%URNH�1DWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ�&HQWHU�ZLOO�
host the Nov. 9 event at 10 a.m. at the Go for Broke 

National Monument in Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo. 

)UDQFH� 'HSXW\� &RQVXO� *HQHUDO� )DEULFH� 0DLROLQR�
will honor 11 Nisei veterans with the National Order 

RI� WKH�/HJLRQ� RI�+RQRU� LQ� WKH� UDQN� RI�&KHYDOLHU��$�
private reception for the honorees and their families 

will follow.

´:H�DUH�VR�SOHDVHG�WKDW�WKH�)UHQFK�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�
expedited making this prestigious award a reality for 

WKHVH�OLYLQJ�YHWHUDQV�ZKR�DUH�VR�GHVHUYLQJ�µ�VDLG�'RQ�
1RVH��SUHVLGHQW�RI�*R�IRU�%URNH�1DWLRQDO�(GXFDWLRQ�
Center. 

The awardees include veterans Tokuji Yoshihashi, 

+DUU\�+��.DQDGD��+LURVKL�1LVKLNXER��'RQ�6��0L\DGD��
)XPLR� ´6WHYHµ� 6KLPL]X�� 7DNDVKL� ´)UDQNµ� 6XJLKDUD��
+DUU\�+��<RVKLPXUD��1RERUX�´'RQµ�6HNL��*HRUJH�6��
.DQDWDQL��0DNRWR�´-DPHVµ�2JDZD�DQG�7DNDVKL�:DGD��

These Nisei also received the Congressional Gold 

0HGDO� LQ� ����� IRU� VHUYLQJ� EUDYHO\� LQ� WKH� ���QG�
5HJLPHQWDO�&RPEDW�7HDP��

For more information about the event, contact 
Peggy Renke at (310) 328-0907. 
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The City Council of Pietrasanta commissioned  

D�WKUHH�IRRW�KLJK�PDUEOH�SHGHVWDO�WR�GLVSOD\�WKH� 
CGM at its city hall. We observed Memorial Day, 

0D\�����DW�WKH�$PHULFDQ�&HPHWHU\�LQ�)ORUHQFH�DV�
special guests. 

*HQ��'DYLG�6��(OPR��WKH�NH\QRWH�VSHDNHU��UHFDOOHG�
the heroism of the Nisei soldiers who fought for  

freedom even as their own families and friends  

ZHUH�FRQÀQHG�LQ�$PHULFD·V�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPSV��
+H�DFNQRZOHGJHG�6DGDR�0XQHPRUL�DV�RQH�RI�KLV�
personal heroes. Pfc. Munemori received the Medal 

RI�+RQRU�SRVWKXPRXVO\�IRU�WDNLQJ�RXW�WZR�PDFKLQH�
guns with grenades before falling on a German  

grenade to save two of his comrades. 

*HQ��(OPR�DOVR�JUHHWHG�5R\�)XMLZDUD��RXU�VROH�
1LVHL�YHWHUDQ�LQ�WKH�))19�WRXU�JURXS�
7KH�KLJK�SRLQW�RI�WKH�WULS��OLWHUDOO\�DQG�ÀJXUDWLYHO\��

ZDV�WKH�DVFHQW�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�0W��)ROJRULWR��WKH�VLWH�
RI�RQH�RI�WKH����QG·V�JUHDWHVW�EDWWOHV��)RU�QHDUO\�VL[�
months, two divisions of Allied forces consisting 

of approximately 20,000 men were unable to break 

through the mountain fortress created by the Appe�
QLQH�0RXQWDLQV�LQ�FHQWUDO�,WDO\�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�´*RWKLF�
/LQH�µ�7KH�*HUPDQ�+LJK�&RPPDQG�KDG�IRUWLÀHG�WKH�
Gothic Line with interlocking cannons and machine 

gun nests and deployed its best available forces  

with orders to hold at all costs. The high grounds  

RI�0W��)ROJRULWR�FRQWUROOHG�WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�PHQ� 
DQG�PDWHULDO�WKURXJK�,WDO\�WR�WKH�3R�9DOOH\�DQG�� 
ultimately, Germany itself. 

7KH����QG�ZDV�FDOOHG�LQ�WR�OHDG�D�GLYHUVLRQDU\�
DWWDFN��7KH�FRPPDQGHU�RI�WKH����QG�VDLG�KLV�PHQ�
could break through in two days. The plan included  

D�QLJKWWLPH�FOLPE�XS�WKH����GHJUHH�IDFH�RI� 
0W��)ROJRULWR�DQG�D�GDULQJ�DWWDFN�DW�GDZQ��
2Q�$SULO����������DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������PHQ�RI� 

WKH����QG�EUHDFKHG�WKH�*RWKLF�/LQH�LQ����PLQXWHV��
accomplishing what 20,000 men were not able to do 

LQ�QHDUO\�VL[�PRQWKV��)RU�WKLV��3UHVLGHQW�+DUU\�6�� 
7UXPDQ�SUHVHQWHG�WKH����QG�ZLWK�LWV�VHYHQWK� 
3UHVLGHQWLDO�8QLW�&LWDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH�ODZQ��
3UHVLGHQW�7UXPDQ�VWDWHG��´<RX�IRXJKW�QRW�RQO\�WKH�
HQHP\��\RX�IRXJKW�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�\RX�ZRQ�µ
7ZHQW\�RQH�RI�XV�IURP�WKH�))19�WRXU�VWDUWHG�RXU�

RZQ�WULS�WR�0W��)ROJRULWR�LQ�D�EXV�ULGH�WR�WKH�FDU�
UHQWDO�DJHQF\��:H�ZHUH�MRLQHG�E\�5R\�)XMLZDUD�� 
���\HDUV�\RXQJ��+H�VDLG�KH�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�
FOLPE�EXW�UHFRXQWHG�WKH�DVVDXOW�RQ�$SULO����������
$OWKRXJK�RQO\���IHHW�VL[�LQFKHV�WDOO�DQG�����

pounds, he was bigger than most and made the climb 

LQ������DUPHG�ZLWK�D����SRXQG�%URZQLQJ�$XWRPDWLF�
5LÁH�FDUU\LQJ�KLV�RZQ�DPPXQLWLRQ��+H�ZDV�SDUW�RI�

&RPSDQ\�/��WKH�ÀUVW�XQLW�WR�UHDFK�WKH�WRS�RI�0W��)RO�
gorito. They climbed for eight hours in pitch darkness 

and were told that if they fell, even to their death, 

they were not to make a sound — the element of sur�
prise was critical. Several of his comrades fell to their 

silent deaths as they climbed the goat trail lead by a 

local partisan. At dawn, they attacked, catching the 

*HUPDQV�ZLWK�WKHLU�´SDQWV�GRZQ�µ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�5R\��
$V�WKH�*HUPDQ�VROGLHUV�ÁHG��WKH\�OHIW�VQLSHUV�WR�

JXDUG�WKHLU�UHWUHDW��5R\�ZDV�VKRW�E\�RQH�RI�WKH� 
snipers. The bullet entered his cheek and exited near 

his ear, leaving him deaf, reentered his shoulder and 

H[LWHG�KLV�EDFN��)RXU�VWUHWFKHU�EHDUHUV�WRRN�KLP�GRZQ�
0W��)ROJRULWR�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKH\�KDG�FRPH�XS�WKH�
night before. 

5R\�WROG�XV�WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�KLV�ODVW�WULS�WR�,WDO\��DQG�
KH�PLJKW�QRW�VHH�XV�DJDLQ��+H�PDGH�WKH�WULS�ZLWK�KLV�
son, Tod, to remember and honor those who never 

PDGH�LW�KRPH��+H�VDLG�KH�FRXOG�IHHO�WKHLU�SUHVHQFH��
WHDUV�ZHOOLQJ�XS�LQ�KLV�H\HV��+H�VDLG�KH�ZDVQ·W�D� 
KHUR��WKH�PHQ�ZKR�VDFULÀFHG�WKHLU�OLYHV�ZHUH�WKH� 
real heroes. 

2XU�))19�JURXS�FOLPEHG�IRU�DERXW�DQ�KRXU�DQG�D�
half using the easy route, not the treacherous face of 

0W��)ROJRULWR��,W�ZDV�RQO\�WKH�ODVW�����\DUGV��FOLPE�
ing hand over hand and rock to rock that we got a 

sense of the Niseis’ perilous ascent. We reached the 

summit marked by a metal cross. There, we placed 

8�6��ÁDJV�DQG�GHFDOV�RI�WKH�&*0�LQ�GULYLQJ�UDLQ��
pounding hail and a lightning storm overhead. Our 

local guides implored us to climb down before some�
one got hurt. One member went down on his butt, 

fearful that he would fall. We were wet and cold, but, 

nevertheless, elated to literally follow in the footsteps 

of heroes.

I’ve been blessed with a life relatively free of dis�
crimination against me. I’ve had many opportunities 

to get a good education, become a lawyer and judge 

and participate fully in community life. I often think 

of the Nisei soldiers and how they proved the loyalty 

of Japanese Americans at a time when their loyalty 

was suspect. The trip to Italy was a personal pilgrim�
age out of respect for the Nisei veterans. I attribute 

much of my success in life to them. As members of 

WKH�´JUHDWHVW�JHQHUDWLRQ�µ�WKHLU�VDFULÀFHV��FRXUDJH�
and perseverance in the face of danger paved the  

way for a better life for their families and generations 

to follow. 

Please visit the FCBA website for more informa-
tion on the Nisei soldiers and follow the link to 
“The Japanese American Story of Internment and 
Redress.”

Judge Dale Ikeda �OHIW� with Tod Fujiwara, son of  
442 RCT veteran Roy Fujiwara, on Mt. Folgorito

Brig. Gen. David S. Elmo �OHIW� with 442 RCT veteran Roy Fujiwara �FHQWHU� at the  
American Cemetery in Florence, Italy.

Friends and family of Nisei veterans descend the summit of  
Mt. Folgorito in Italy.

HEROES >> continued from page 3
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HALLOWEEN >> continued from page 3

7R�D�-DSDQHVH�SHUVRQ��KRZHYHU��LW�FRXOG�DSSHDU�DV�D�WULYLDOL]LQJ�RI�RQH·V�KHULWDJH�� 
:KHQ�,�DWWHQG�D�-DSDQHVH�IHVWLYDO��RU�YLVLW�DQ�DQLPH�FRQ��LW·V�DPD]LQJ�WR�VHH�KRZ�PDQ\�
QRQ�-DSDQHVH�SHRSOH�GUHVV�LQ�ZKDW�WKH\�FRQVLGHU�DQ�´KRPDJHµ�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�-DSDQHVH�
FORWKLQJ�DQG�ZUDS�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ��VD\��D�EDWKUREH�ZLWK�D�ÁRUDO�SULQW�RQ�LW�DQG�WKLQN�WKH\·UH�
showing appreciation for Japanese culture. 

There has been a long history of Westerners appropriating Asian culture, especially in 

pop culture and for the sake of entertainment. So, I’m afraid even if people have good 

intentions, putting on a cheap imitation kimono will always seem in poor taste to me.

,�IHHO�WKH�VDPH�DERXW�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�´FRVWXPHVµ�WKDW�KDYH�IDNH�KHDGGUHVVHV�DQG�
IULQJHG�IDX[�VXHGH�SDQWV�RU�VNLUWV��,W·V�DQ�XQIRUWXQDWH�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�D�UDFLDO�VWHUHRW\SH�� 
even if the person might be honestly in love with Native American culture and traditions.

,·P�JODG�+DOORZHHQ�LV�RYHU�IRU�DQRWKHU�\HDU��DQG�,�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�EH�RQ�WKH�ORRNRXW�IRU�
the next racist costume.

Gil Asakawa is a current member of the P.C. Editorial Board and former P.C. Board 
Chair. His blog is at www.nikkeiview.com, and he also is the Japanese expert for 
Answers.com at www.japanese.answers.com.

A kimono costume and a sushi chef costume sold by Pottery Barn were removed 
from the company’s website after they were deemed offensive by the AAAJ. 
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By Associated Press

TOKYO —� 8�6�� (QHUJ\� 6HFUHWDU\� 
(UQHVW�0RQL]�VDLG�2FW�����WKDW�KH�H[SHFWV�
deepening cooperation with Japan over 

WKH� KLJK�VWDNHV� FOHDQLQJ� XS� DQG� GHFRP�
PLVVLRQLQJ� RI� WKH� FULSSOHG� )XNXVKLPD�
nuclear plant.

7KH� )XNXVKLPD� SODQW� KDV� KDG� D� VHULHV�
of mishaps in recent months, includ�
ing radioactive water leaks from storage 

tanks. The incidents have added to con�
cerns about the ability of operator Tokyo 

(OHFWULF�3RZHU�&R���RU�7(3&2��WR�VDIHO\�
close down the plant, which suffered 

meltdowns after being swamped by the 

March 2011 tsunami on Japan’s north�
eastern coast.

´:H�H[SHFW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�WKH�DUHD�
RI� GHFRPPLVVLRQLQJ� EHWZHHQ� 7(3&2�
and our national laboratories to expand 

DQG�GHHSHQ�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV�µ�0RQL]�
said in a lecture in Tokyo.

´-XVW�DV�WKH�WUDJLF�HYHQW�KDG�JOREDO�FRQ�
sequences, the success of the cleanup also 

KDV�JOREDO�VLJQLÀFDQFH��6R��ZH�DOO�KDYH�D�

direct interest in seeing that the next steps 

DUH�WDNHQ�ZHOO�DQG�VDIHO\�µ�KH�VDLG�
Japanese regulators on Oct. 31 approved 

the removal of fuel rods from an uncon�
tained cooling pool at a damaged reactor 

building considered the highest risk at the 

plant following its multiple meltdowns.

´2XU�GHFRPPLVVLRQLQJ�DQG�GHFRQWDPL�
nation industries stand ready to aid should 

-DSDQ�QHHG�WKHLU�KHOS�µ�0RQL]�VDLG��´7KH�
U.S. is ready to assist our partners with 

WKLV�GDXQWLQJ�WDVN�µ
5HPRYLQJ� WKH� IXHO� URGV� IURP� WKH�8QLW�

��FRROLQJ�SRRO�LV�WKH�ÀUVW�PDMRU�VWHS�LQ�D�
decommissioning process that is expected 

WR�ODVW�GHFDGHV�DW�WKH�)XNXVKLPD�'DL�LFKL�
plant.

Japan’s nuclear regulatory chairman 

Shunichi Tanaka has warned that remov�
LQJ� WKH� IXHO� URGV� LV� D� SDLQVWDNLQJ�� KLJK�
risk process. 

0RQL]�VDLG�KH�H[SHFWV�QXFOHDU�SRZHU�WR�
remain a crucial part of the energy mix as 

the world moves away from fossil fuels 

in its effort to mitigate global warming. 

7KH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(QHUJ\�KDV�SURYLGHG�
billions of dollars in loan guarantees for 

new nuclear plants in the U.S.

Smaller nuclear plants now under de�
velopment probably offer the safest, most 

ÀQDQFLDOO\�YLDEOH�RSWLRQV��KH�VDLG�
´:H� FDQQRW� ORVH� SHUVSHFWLYH� RQ� 

nuclear as a clean, reliable supplier of 

EDVHORDG� �HOHFWULFLW\��� ZKLOH� UHFRJQL]�
ing each country will make its own  

GHFLVLRQV�µ�KH�VDLG��� Q

U.S. Energy 
Chief Offers 
Japan Aid With 
Nuke Cleanup
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>>EDC

Art Lecture on  
Osamu Tezuka’s Work
NEW YORK, NY
Nov. 7, 6:30 p.m.
Japan Society
333 E. 47th St.
Cost: $25/General admission; 
$20/Seniors and students
Roland Kelts, author of 
“Japanamerica,” presents 
this lecture on the work and 
legacy of Osamu Tezuka, who 
is known as the “Godfather of 
Anime and Manga.” 
Info: Call (212) 832-1155 or  
visit www.japansociety.org.

‘Songs of Struggle’ Film Series
CAMBRIDGE, MA
Thru Nov. 10
Harvard Film Archive,  
Carpenter Center for Visual Arts
24 Quincy St.
4VYL�[OHU�H�KVaLU�ÄSTZ�I`� 
Shinsuke Ogawa will show 
PU�5VY[O�(TLYPJH�MVY�[OL�ÄYZ[�
time in many years. Ogawa’s 
ÄSTZ�KVJ\TLU[�[OL�Z[\KLU[�
TV]LTLU[�HUK�]PVSLU[�JVUÅPJ[�
IL[^LLU�H\[OVYP[PLZ�HUK� 
farmers who were impacted 
I`�[OL�WYVWVZLK�5HYP[H� 
Airport. 
Info: Call (617) 495-4700 or 
visit http://hcl.harvard.edu/hfa/
ÄSTZ�����VJ[KLJ�VNH^H�O[TS�

Yoko Miwa Jazz Concert
CAMBRIDGE, MA
Nov. 20, 8 p.m.
Scullers Jazz Club
400 Soldiers Field Road
Cost: $20/Show; $60/Dinner and 
a show

Join pianist and JVC  
Victor Entertainment  
Recording artist Yoko Miwa 
for dinner and a show. The 
Yoko Miwa Trio was voted 
)LZ[�1Haa�(J[�I`�[OL�)VZ[VU�
Phoenix in the 2012 Best 
Music Poll. 
Info: Call (617) 562-4111 or  
visit www.scullersjazz.com.

>>CCDC

The 45th Annual Manzanar 
Pilgrimage 
OWENS VALLEY, CA
April 26, Noon
Manzanar National Historic Site
U.S. Highway 395
The Manzanar Pilgrimage is 
ZWVUZVYLK�I`�[OL�3VZ� 
(UNLSLZ�IHZLK�4HUaHUHY�
Committee. Participants are 
HK]PZLK�[V�IYPUN�[OLPY�V^U�
lunch, drinks and snacks, as 
there are no facilities to 
purchase food at the  
Manzanar National Historic 
site. Bus transportation from 
3�(��PZ�ILPUN�HYYHUNLK��
Info: Call (323) 662-5102  
or email info@manzanar 
committee.org.

>>NCWNP

San Jose Taiko Public Workshop
SAN JOSE, CA
Nov. 16, 1-4 p.m.
San Jose Taiko Studio
150 S. Montgomery St.
Cost: $50/Per person
Taiko enthusiasts are invited 
[V�SLHYU�[OL�IHZPJZ�VM�:HU�
Jose Taiko’s style in this 
^VYRZOVW��([[LUKLLZ�^PSS�IL�

introduced to the history of 
taiko and its proper tech-
UPX\LZ��7HY[PJPWHU[Z�T\Z[�IL�
at least 15 years old. 
Info: Call (408) 293-9344 or  
visit http://taiko.org/ 
publicworkshops.

Japanese American Museum of 
San Jose
SAN JOSE, CA
Nov. 9, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
San Jose Buddhist Church, 
Betsuin Gym
640 N. Fifth St.
The Japanese American 
Museum of San Jose’s Winter 
Boutique will feature items 
from Japanese American  
artists and craftsmen. JAMsj 
TLTILYZ�OH]L�HU�LHYS`� 
admittance at 9-10 a.m.  
Interested vendors should 
contact Komo at  
Winter_Boutique@JAMsj.org.
Info: Call (408) 294-3138 or  
visit www.jamsj.org.

>>PSW

Children’s Oshogatsu Workshop 
LOS ANGELES, CA
Dec. 27, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Japanese American Cultural & 
Community Center
244 S. San Pedro St.
Cost: $30/Per Child;  
$25/JACCC Members
This one-day oshogatsu 
workshop allows children, 
ages 7-12, to participate in 
OHUKZ�VU�HJ[P]P[PLZ�SLHK�I`�
local artists and community 
TLTILYZ��>VYRZOVWZ�OH]L�
a 30-person limit. Advanced 
registration is required. 

Info: Call (213) 628-2725 or 
visit. www.jaccc.org.

The Fifth Advancing  
Justice Conference 
LOS ANGELES, CA
Nov. 14-16 
The Westin Bonaventure Hotel
404 S. Figueroa St. 
Cost: $275/General; $200/
5VUWYVÄ["������:[\KLU["�����
Capacity Building Institute
The Asian Americans  
Advancing Justice’s annual 
conference focuses on civil 
rights and social justice in 
[OL�(ZPHU�7HJPÄJ�(TLYPJHU�
community. The conference 
includes three days of panel 
discussions, caucus sessions, 
skills and capacity  
I\PSKPUN�^VYRZOVWZ�HUK�
networking receptions. The 
registration deadline is Nov. 
4 at 5 p.m. PDT. Onsite and 
one-day ticket prices vary. 
Info: Call (213) 977-7500 or  
visit http://conference. 
advancingjustice.org/2013.

Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawaii Celebrates Shichi Go San
HONOLULU, HI
Nov. 17, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawaii
2454 S. Beretania St.
Cost: $80/Nonmembers;  
$65/JCCH members (fee  
includes dressing by Masako 
Formals staff.)
The Japanese Cultural Center 
of Hawaii is holding its annual 
Shichi Go San: Keiki Kimono 
Dressing, which stems from 
the Meiji era (1868-1912) 

^OLU�WHYLU[Z�IYV\NO[�[OLPY�
kimono-clad children to 
shrines and prayed for their 
long lives. Children can dress 
up in elegant kimono and zori 
and capture the day with a 
professional photograph at 
this traditional event.
Info: Call (808) 945-7633, or 
visit www.jcch.com.

>>MDC

MotivAsians Film Screening of 
‘Linsanity’
CLEVELAND, OH
NOV. 11, 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Cleveland Cinemas,  
Tower City Cinemas
230 W. Huron Road, #7256
Cost: $11/General admission
MotivAsians for Cleveland,  
PU�JVSSHIVYH[PVU�^P[O�6*(� 
Cleveland, is hosting a 
screening of director  
,]HU�1HJRZVU�3LVUN»Z� 
KVJ\TLU[HY`�¸3PUZHUP[ �̀¹� 
;OL�ÄST�MVSSV^Z�WYVMLZZPVUHS� 
IHZRL[IHSS�WSH`LY�1LYLT`�3PU�
VU�OPZ�[\YI\SLU[�QV\YUL`�[V�
join the NBA. 
Info: Visit www.tugg.com/
events/6329 or email info@
motivasians.org.          Q
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Topaz Museum Fundraiser
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
Nov. 16, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Buchanan YMCA
1530 Buchanan St.
Cost: $40/Adults; $15/Children under 12
;OPZ�M\UKYHPZLY�ILULÄ[Z�[OL�;VWHa�
Museum, which is slated to open in 
2013 on the site where Japanese 
Americans were unjustly interned 
during WWII. Scheduled speakers 
include emcee Mike Inouye, author 
Delphine Hirasuna, author Karen Tae 
@HTHZOP[H��ÄSTTHRLY�:H[Z\RP�0UH�
and author Kimi Kodani Hill, who will 
[HSR�HIV\[�OLY�NYHUKMH[OLY��*OP\YP�
6IH[H��;OL�JVZ[�PUJS\KLZ�HU�VILU[V�
lunch. The deadline to pay is Nov. 9. 
Info: Visit www.topazmuseum.org or 
email topazalumscommittee@ 
gmail.com.
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Endow, Lily Kumie, 96, Santa 
Barbara, CA; Sept. 23; she is 
survived by her children, Everett 
(Gladys) Endow and Nancy (Bob) 
Brophy; sister-in-law, Koko Endow; 
brother-in-law, Frank Endow; also 
survived by many nieces, nephews 
and other relatives; 6 gc; 6 ggc.

+DUDGD��-RVHSK�0DVXND]X��
86, Sherman Oaks, CA; Oct. 17; 
survived by wife, Yoshiko Harada; 
children, Christine June (London 
Lawson) Harada of Washington, 
D.C., Josephine Naomi Harada of 
Boston, MA; siblings, Fumi  
Utsunomiya and Jimmy Harada; 
also survived by many other  
relatives both here and in Japan; 
2 gc. 

Hiji, Betty Tamiko, 86,  

Westlake Village, CA; Oct. 21; she 
is survived by her husband, Tsugio; 
children, LuAnn (David) Shudo, 
Kenji (Akiko) Hiji, Doris (Clifford) 
Kotake and Donald (Alice) Hiji; 
sister, Hisako (Bob Hisao) Hiji; 
brothers, Jim Arimura and Bobby 
(Masako) Arimura; and many other 
relatives; 11 gc. 

Hitomi, Masao, 89, Long Beach, 

CA; Oct. 6; he is survived by his 
son, Richard Hitomi; brother, Frank 
Hitomi, sister-in-law; Kazuko Kato, 
brother-in-law, Shuji Uyematsu; 
also survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives.

Imamura, Misako, 90, Los Ange-
les, CA; Oct. 7; she is survived by 
her daughters, Yasuko and Yoko 
Imamura; son-in-law, Howard 
Nakamura; she is also survived by 
nieces, nephews and other rela-
tives here and in Japan; 1 gc. 

Isoda, Sadashi, 82, Torrance, CA; 
Sept. 18; he is predeceased by his 

daughter, Valerie Isozaki; survived 
by his wife, Alice Isoda; children, 
Steven Isoda and Allison (Eric) 
Hamasu; son-in-law, Kevin Isozaki; 
favorite dog, Chibi; and survived by 
many other nieces, nephews and 
other relatives; 4 gc. 

Kitano, Toshiko Tahara, 87, 
Long Beach, CA; Oct. 7; survived 
by her husband of 56 years, Roy 
Kitano; her daughter, Judi Kitano 
(Mike Yogi); sister, Sachiko Suzuki,  
brother, Masayoshi George Tahara; 
and many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by 
her sons, John Kitano and James 
Kitano; 3 gc. 

Kobayashi, Itsuko, 81, Ran-
cho Palos Verdes, CA; Oct. 11; 
survived by her husband, Robert; 
children, Hope (William) La Salle, 
Dr. Mark (Dr. Suzan) and Bradley 
(Brenda) Kobayashi; siblings, 
Fujiko (George) Kodama, Tomohiro 
(Cynthia) Hamasaki and Etsuko 
(Takeo) Yamamoto; nephew,  
David Ishibashi; also survived by 
many nieces, nephews and other  
relatives; 7 gc. 

Kohara, Tadachi, 83, Garden 
Grove, CA; Oct. 17; a survivor of 
the Hiroshima atomic bombing; 
recipient of Cue Collectors As-
sn.’s Lifetime Achievement Award 
and an inductee of the Japanese 
Billiard and Pool Assn. and the 
American Cue Makers Assn.;  
survived by his wife, Setsuko 
Kohara; children, June (Kenyon) 
Quon, Kay and Fred Kohara;  
brother of Dr. Sachiko (Rev. 
Toshio) Okamoto of Ohio; also 
survived by many nieces, nephews 
and other relatives.

Murai, Joyce Anne, 64, Torrance, 
CA; Oct. 7; she is predeceased by 
her husband, Jeff Murai, father-
in- law, Peter Murai, and mother-
in-law, Lorraine Murai; survived 
by her son, Brian Murai; parents, 
Takashi (Ellen) Suzuki; siblings, 
Laurie (Kei) Teramoto and Andy 
(Keiko) Suzuki; brothers-in-law, 
Daniel (Amy) and Randy (Carol) 
Murai; sister-in-law, Carol (Rick) 
Kawakami.

Nonaka, Michiko, 94, Los Ange-
les, CA; Oct. 2; survived by her 
children, Rumi (Yoshio) Shimada, 
Miho (Kanji) Fujimoto, and Seishi 
(Hitomi) Nonaka; great-grandchil-
dren; sister, Fumiyo Ueno of Ja-
pan; also survived by many other 
relatives in Japan; 4 gc.

1R]DZD��$QQ�0DVXPL������
Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 4; she is 

survived by her siblings, Elizabeth 
and Eddie (Barbara) Nozawa, and 
Cheri (Isao) Shitara; sister-in-law, 
Chikako Nozawa; brother-in-law, 
Stan Miyakawa; also survived  
by many nieces, nephews and 
other relatives.

Ohno, Teruko, 87, Torrance, CA; 
Oct. 19; she is predeceased by  
her husband, Ted Takeshi Ohno, 
and her daughter, Christine Fumiko 
Ohno; survived by her children, 
Barbara Hatsuye Ohno and  
Tim Hiromu Ohno; siblings, T 
oshihiko (Yasuko) Sakano, Atsuko 
Shoji and Kazuko Takahashi,  
all of Japan; survived by many 
nieces, nephews and other  
relatives.

Oseki, Yukiko, 81, Los Angeles, 

CA; Oct. 4; survived by her hus-
band, Shosaku Oseki; daughters, 
Grace Masako Oseki and Shirley 
Yoko Oseki-Rivas (Leonardo 
Rivas); sister, Frances Fumiko 
Borth; brother, George Shoji Rokui 
of Chiba, Japan; also survived by 
many nephews, nieces and other 
relatives here and in Japan.

Ouchi, George Yoshinobu, 82, 

West Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 
10; survived by his wife, Kimie; 
children, Randy, Rick and Donna; 
sister, Terry, and brother, Ichiro;  
4 gc; 1 ggc. 

Saito, Toshio “Henry,” 89, Nyssa, 
OR; Oct. 20; he and his family 
ZHUH�VHQW�ÀUVW�WR�7XOH�/DNH�DQG�
then Heart Mountain during WWII; 
predeceased by his parents and 
his brothers, Frank and Jim; sur-
vived by his sister, Rose Kasahara; 
brother, Fred Saito; sisters-in-law, 
Virginia Saito and Shiz Saito;  
numerous nieces, nephews,  
grandnieces and grandnephews. 

Senda, Osamu, 88, Laguna Hills, 
CA; Sept. 28; a veteran of the  
.RUHDQ�&RQÁLFW��VXUYLYHG�E\�KLV�
wife, Kazuko Senda; children, 
Marie (Walter) Shioji and Donald 
Senda; siblings, Toru (Makiko) 
Senda and Masaya Yamamoto; 
also survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives. 

Shigekawa, Dr. Sakaye, 100,  
Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 18; survived 
by her brother, Satsuki Shigekawa, 
and sister, Masako Katow; nieces, 
Jean Katow, Janet Shigekawa 
Nakamaru; nephews, William  
Yamada, Philip Shigekawa and 
their families.

Shiokari, Violet “Vi,” 88,  

Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 6;  
survived by her family, daughter, 
Patti Shiokari; son, Mark (Denise) 
Shiokari; brother, Jimmy (June) 
Saito and brother-in-law  

Tom (Nobie) Shiokari; 2 gc. 

Toyama, Norman Noriyuki, 59, 
Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 18; he is 
predeceased by his father,  
Saburo “Zip” Toyama; survived  
by his wife of 28 years, Blanca 
Olguin Toyama; daughter,  
Vanessa Tomoko; mother,  
Lois Tomoko Toyama; brothers, 
Tim (Naomi), Nathan (Carol)  
and Titus (Donna); nieces and 
nephews, Diana, Sergio, Megan, 
Kaitlin, Aaron, Elizabeth, Lucinda, 
Evan, Manuel Jr., Victor Hugo Jr., 
Vilma, Paulina, Celeste, Frida,  
and Viviane; brothers-in-law,  
Dario, Sergio (Yolanda), Antonio 
(Alma), Victor; sisters-in-law,  
Janet (Alfonso), Angeles  
(Victor Hugo), Gloria (Javier),  
Elvia (Manuel) and Consuelo 
(Humberto). 

Uyeki, Mitsugi Roy, 94,  
San Gabriel, CA; Oct. 9;  
he is survived by his beloved 
wife, Fumiko Uyeki; children, 
Hiroko Julie (Bob) Otake and 
Janice Junko (Trey) Sawyer; 
also survived by his brother,  
Hitoshi Uyeki, sister, Toshie 
Uyeda, sister-in-law, Harue Ueki, 
and three sisters in Japan  
and many other relatives;  
4 gc; 5 ggc.  Q
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San Carlos, Calif. Oct. 16, 2013
Born in 1920, survived by his wife, Toshie; children: Kathleen,  

   Patricia (Bill), Peter (Joyce), Robert (Traci); gc: Kevin, Tai, Mariko.

KATO, TADASHI J., 92

TRIBUTE
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