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A
s I begin my second year 

on the editorial board of 

the 3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ� I am 

reminded of my days as a journalist 

working at the 5DIX�6KLPSR� the 

Japanese American daily newspaper 

in Los Angeles.

7UXWK�EH�WROG��LW�ZDV�P\�ÀUVW�
full-time job, and it took a while to 

get my head out of the fog of life 

as a college student. I learned that you aren’t likely to make deadline 

ZKHQ�\RX�ZDOW]�LQWR�WKH�RIÀFH�������PLQXWHV�ODWH��$QG�WKRXJK�
the newsroom was loosely structured and lacked clear direction, I 

realized you wouldn’t be taken seriously by your supervisors and 

peers without taking a sincere approach to  

your job duties.

It was a process, but as time went by, something strange happened. 

I started to care. I buckled down, developed an earnestness for the 

written word and had one ingrained thought: Give subscribers a paper 

worth their time and money. (I used to take it as a personal insult 

whenever readers would say they subscribed to the Rafu only for  

the obituaries. And I heard it a number of times.) 

For a good decade, I thought I did a credible job. The newspaper 

gave me wonderful opportunities as an editorial assistant, staff writer, 

VSRUWV�HGLWRU�DQG�ÀQDOO\�HGLWRU�LQ�FKLHI�RI�WKH�(QJOLVK�VHFWLRQ��%XW�
a title, I told myself, meant nothing without owning up. So, I wrote 

hundreds of stories, and it was a joy writing all of them. As an editor, 

I gave direction to a talented and dedicated staff that chronicled 

important and, at times, historic news events in the Japanese and 

Asian American communities. I never played a musical instrument 

and have no artistic stroke, so having the capacity to write is my  

best form of self-expression. To this day, I am grateful for the 

experience.

It wasn’t until I started working at a YMCA as a program director 

WKDW�,�SLFNHG�XS�DQRWKHU�LQYDOXDEOH�MRE�VNLOO��EXGJHW�ZRUN��%HLQJ�DW�
the Rafu meant being part of a nice family owned operation. Folks did 

their jobs, did them well. If there was a budget, then no one  

knew of one except family stakeholders.

In my current position at the YMCA, I am responsible for creating 

DQG�RYHUVHHLQJ�D�EXGJHW�HDFK�ÀVFDO�\HDU��3URJUDP�GLUHFWRUV�VSHQG�
WZR�WR�WKUHH�ZHHNV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�EXGJHWV��:KHQ�WKH�QHZ�ÀVFDO�
year starts, directors get a monthly income statement showing a 

breakdown of revenue and expenses for each program area (I have 

eight), how those actuals compare to the current budget and also  

how they measure against last year’s totals.

Once the books close for the month and after reviewing monthly 

outcomes, directors can make adjustments through a process called 

“forecasting.” The catch is, you can only make changes in your 

forecast if it improves the bottom line. So, if you start a new program 

or if you won’t need to spend next month’s budgeted program 

supplies, then you can add that revenue or remove those expenses. 

%XW�\RX�FDQ·W�DGG�H[SHQVHV�ZLWKRXW�DW�OHDVW�DGGLQJ�WKH�VDPH�DPRXQW�
in revenue.

$QG��RI�FRXUVH��EHLQJ�DW�D�QRQSURÀW�PHDQV�WKHUH�LV�DQ�LQGHOLEOH�
fundraising component to your work.

Which brings me to the 3�&�·V annual Spring Campaign. The staff’s 

fundraising efforts are a critical piece to the paper’s operations. After 

advertising revenue, it is the single-most important source of income. 

The money goes to pay for a portion of staff salaries and all operating 

expenses, including rent, utilities, printing, postage, computer 

VRIWZDUH�DQG�RIÀFH�VXSSOLHV�
In a proposed media plan that is currently being reviewed by the 

QDWLRQDO�ERDUG��([HFXWLYH�(GLWRU�$OOLVRQ�+DUDPRWR�KDV�RXWOLQHG�
several key milestones, the most important of which is the ability to 

get the 3�&��ZHEVLWH�EDFN�RQOLQH��%HVLGHV�JLYLQJ�UHDGHUV�DFFHVV�WR�
content via the web, having a digital presence will make the donation 

process easier and add another potential revenue stream through 

online advertising. The website, for the most part, has been dormant. 

When it is relaunched, the staff will need money to update equipment 

and software.

That’s why it’s more important than ever to give to this year’s 

Spring Campaign. The 3�&� is motivated and ready to give its readers 

comprehensive news coverage — via print and the web.

“Our goal is to raise as much money as possible so that the 3�&� 
will be able to give back to its loyal JACL members and subscribers. 

We’re pushing harder than ever to be successful in our campaign 

this year because every dollar raised will go right back to our readers 

YLD�D�QHZ�DQG�LPSURYHG�ZHEVLWH��SULQW�HGLWLRQ�DQG�RIÀFH�VWUXFWXUH�µ�
VDLG�+DUDPRWR��´:H·UH�WU\LQJ�WR�JHW�RXU�EUDQG�EDFN�RXW�LQWR�WKH�
marketplace, and we can if we have the resources to get there.  

We are grateful for every donation we receive because it puts us  

one step closer to realizing our goal of providing the best newspaper 

to our readers.”

,Q�WKH�PHDQWLPH��+DUDPRWR�DQG�KHU�VWDII�DUH�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�
continued support from JACL members and subscribers.

“Readers send us encouraging notes,” she said. “They realize there 

are very few Asian newspapers anymore, so to hear that they support 

us and want us to continue is inspiring. We owe it to them to work 

hard to give them a product that they deserve.”

-RKQ�6DLWR�-U��LV�D�3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ�(GLWRULDO�%RDUG�0HPEHU�DQG�
SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�:HVW�/RV�$QJHOHV�-$&/�FKDSWHU�� 

JACL MEMBERS
Change of 

Address

If you’ve moved, 
please send new 

information to:
National JACL

1765 Sutter St.
San Francisco, CA 

94115
Allow 6 weeks for 
address changes.

To avoid interrup-
tions in delivery, 

please notify your 
postmaster to 

include periodicals 
in your change of 

address (USPS 
Form 3575)

HOW TO REACH US 
(PDLO��SF#SDFLÀFFLWL]HQ�RUJ
2QOLQH��ZZZ�SDFLÀFFLWL]HQ�RUJ
Tel: (213) 620-1767 
Fax: (213) 620-1768
0DLO������(��)LUVW�6W���6XLWH����
Los Angeles, CA 90012

STAFF 
Executive Editor 
Allison Haramoto

Reporter
Nalea J. Ko

Business Manager
Susan Yokoyama

Production Artist
Marie Samonte 

Circulation 
Eva Ting 
The 3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ newspaper 
(ISSN: 0030-8579) is published 
semi- monthly (except once in 
December and January) by the 
Japanese American Citizens 
League, 3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ�
250 E. First St., Suite 301,  
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Periodical postage paid at L.A., CA 
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to National JACL, 1765 
Sutter St., San Francisco, CA 94115

JACL PrHVLGHQW� David Lin 
1DWLRQDO�'LUHFWRU� Priscilla Ouchida
3�&��(',725,$/�%2$5'
Carol Kawamoto, chairperson; 
Leona Hiraoka, EDC; Kevin 
Miyazaki, MDC; Roberta Barton, 
CCDC; David Unruhe (interim), 
NCWNPDC; Gabrielle Nomura, 
PNWDC; Gil Asakawa, IDC; John 
Saito Jr., PSWDC; Kevin Mori, 
youth rep. 
SUBSCRIBE
Get a one-year subscription of the 
3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ newspaper at: 
ZZZ�SDFLÀFFLWL]HQ�RUJ or call 
(800) 966-6157
$'9(57,6(
To advertise in the 3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ, 
call (800) 966-6157 or e-mail:
SF#SDFLÀFFLWL]HQ�RUJ
LEGAL
No part of this publication may be 
reproduced without the express 
permission of the 3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ� 
Editorials, news and the opinions 
expressed by columnists other than 
the national JACL president or national 
GLUHFWRU�GR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�UHÁHFW�
JACL policy. Events and products 
advertised in the 3DFLÀF�&LWL]HQ do not 
carry the implicit endorsement of the 
JACL or this publication. We reserve 
the right to edit articles. © 2014 

Periodicals paid at Los Angeles, 
&DOLI��DQG�PDLOLQJ�RIÀFH�

COMMENTARY

Spring Campaign Aids P.C.’s Future
2 March 21-April 3, 2014

  

 

 
 

Name ......................................................................................................................

Address .................................................................................................................

City ..........................................................................................................................

State .........................................................  Zip ....................................................

Phone .....................................................................................................................

Email .......................................................................................................................



I 
read with interest a recent 6DORQ 

commentary by novelist Randa Jarrar 

provocatively titled “Why I Can’t Stand 

:KLWH�%HOO\�'DQFHUV�µ�6KH�PDGH�WKH�SRLQW�
that the popularity of “belly dancing” in the 

U.S. often has nothing to do with the rich 

FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�WKDW�´(DVWHUQ�'DQFHµ�KDV�LQ�
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��ZKHUH�VKH�JUHZ�XS��6KH�QRWHV�
WKH�RULJLQV�RI�$PHULFDQ�EHOO\�GDQFLQJ�LQ�����V�
“side-show sheikhs” with their harems of 

exotic dancers. 

This history of Arabic cultural appropriation 

has similar historic parallels in the use of 

blackface minstrelsy and the introduction of 

Asian images in the American pop culture of 

WKH�ODWH�����V�DQG�HDUO\�����V��%\�WRGD\·V�
standards, Al Jolson singing “Mammy” or the 

ghastly fake-Japanese of Gilbert and Sullivan’s 

“The Mikado” seem ludicrous, but they were 

common ways that Asians and blacks were 

portrayed more than a century ago. 

You’d think we’ve progressed – and we 

KDYH��LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V��%XW�WKLQN�EDFN�MXVW�D�
IHZ�PRQWKV�DJR�WR�WKH�$PHULFDQ�0XVLF�$ZDUGV�DQG�.DW\�3HUU\·V�JKDVWO\�IDX[�2ULHQWDOLVW�
performance that featured the proverbial everything-including-the-kitchen-sink array of 

props that signaled “Japan” and “the Orient” without actually being authentic Japanese or 

$VLDQ��-XVW�LPLWDWLRQ�$VLDQ��OLNH�WKH�LPLWDWLRQ�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�H[RWLFLVP�RI�EHOO\�GDQFLQJ�
In recent years, a similar discussion has gone on around the origins and current state 

of yoga and how far Westerners have taken 

LW�IURP�LWV�+LQGX�VSLULWXDO�URRWV�WR�D�PHUH�
healthy-living fad. 

A couple of days after Jarrar’s opinion piece, 

a response essay came from a white attorney, 

(XJHQH�9RORNK��ZKR�EORJV�IRU�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ�
3RVW� 
+LV�HTXDOO\�SURYRFDWLYHO\�WLWOHG�SLHFH� 

“What Would Salon Think of an Article 

Called, ‘Why I Can’t Stand Asian Musicians 

:KR�3OD\�%HHWKRYHQ·"µ�UHPLQGHG�PH�WKDW�
people — even smart people — don’t get it. 

$OWKRXJK�,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�KH·V�UDFLVW��9RORNK�LV�
reducing the legitimate cultural concerns of 

people of color down to a black-or-white, 

all-or-nothing argument that makes people 

of color the bad guys for pointing out these 

obvious cultural appropriations. 

9RORNK·V�DUJXPHQW��RI�FRXUVH��LV�WKDW�LI�EHOO\�
dancing by white people is bad, so must be 

$VLDQV�SOD\LQJ�(XURSHDQ�FODVVLFDO�PXVLF�� 
It’s a specious point to hide behind, as if 

world-class Asian musicians who play 

%HHWKRYHQ�RU�%DUWRN�DUH�SUDFWLFLQJ�LQ�VLPSOH�FXOWXUDO�DSSURSULDWLRQ�
That’s a position he can afford to take because he’s been blessed all his life with what’s 

called “white privilege.” 

COMMENTARY

I 
began this column asking the question whether anyone else has noticed that the 

JACL is the favorite whipping boy of the JA community and often of Asian American 

academicians.

%XW�,�WKLQN�WKH�PRUH�UHOHYDQW�³�DQG�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�³�TXHVWLRQ�LV��´:K\"µ�:KDW�LV�LW�
DERXW�WKH�-$&/�WKDW�EXJV�VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\"�,�FDQ�WKLQN�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�
VSHFLÀF�WKLQJV�WKDW�RFFXUUHG�GXULQJ�P\�WHQXUH�UXQQLQJ�WKH�UHGUHVV�FDPSDLJQ�EHFDXVH�RI�
decisions I personally made and god knows there were plenty of times then. And I can also 

think of things that may have bugged the community when I was the national director.

%XW�WKDW�LVQ·W�ZKDW·V�JRW�PH�ZRQGHULQJ��,W·V�WKH�´:K\µ�TXHVWLRQ�
,�PHDQ��ZK\�GR�WKH�-$&/·V�FULWLFV�NHHS�SRXQGLQJ�DZD\�DW�GHFLVLRQV�PDGH��������RU� 

HYHQ�DOPRVW����\HDUV�DJR"�:KDW�LV�LW�WKDW�PDNHV�WKH�-$&/·V�FULWLFV�IHHO�FRPSHOOHG�WR� 
NHHS�ZULWLQJ�DERXW�WKH�-$&/·V�ROG�VLQV"�2YHU�DQG�RYHU�DQG�RYHU"
$QG�IRU�ZKDW�SXUSRVH"�:KDW·V�WKHLU�REMHFWLYH"�:KDW�GR�WKH\�KRSH�WR�DFFRPSOLVK"�*HW�DW�

WKH�WUXWK��JHW�WR�WKH�SURYHUELDO�ERWWRP�RI�WKLQJV"�:KDW�SRVVLEOH�QHZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU�LQVLJKW�
can there possibly be after so many others have exposed and revealed so often in so many 

GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V"
$QG�UHDOO\��GRHV�DQ\RQH�UHDOO\�FDUH"�

Maybe what they seek is to try to discredit the JACL and render it SHUVRQD�QRQ�JUDWD 

among Asian Americans and those handful in mainstream America who might be 

LQWHUHVWHG"��
:KDW·V�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�PXVFOH�ÁH[LQJ�WKDW�JRHV�LQWR�EDVKLQJ�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ"�'RHV�LW�PDNH�

WKH�-$&/·V�FULWLFV�IHHO�UHIUHVKHG�DQG�ZKROH"�'RHV�LW�ÀOO�D�YRLG�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV�WR�WDNH�WKHLU�
VKRWV�DW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ"�2U�JLYH�WKHP�D�VHQVH�RI�SRZHU�RYHU�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��PD\EH�HYHQ�
JLYH�WKHP�D�VHQVH�RI�VXSHULRULW\"

I sincerely hope not because that’s pretty sad.

It’s like they see evil lurking deep in the bowels of the organization and want yet again to 

H[SRVH�WKH�WUXWKV�DERXW�WKH�-$&/��,W·V�OLNH�ÁRJJLQJ�D�GHDG�KRUVH�WKDW��LQ�WKHLU�PLQGV��MXVW�
won’t die and go away.

If their purpose is to condemn the JACL for its past, that’s rather pointless because 

HYHU\RQH�DOUHDG\�NQRZV�DOO�DERXW�LW��%HVLGHV��ZKDW�WKH�-$&/�LV�WRGD\�LV�QRW�ZKDW�LW�ZDV�
VRPH����\HDUV�DJR��%HVLGHV��DOO�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV�DQG�OHDGHUV�IURP�WKH�GD\V�ZKR�VHHP�WR�
be the critics’ favorite targets are long gone, and you’d be mistaken to think that any of this 

current criticism of the JACL’s past is of such burning interest to us or to anyone else. 
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>> See BELLY DANCING on page 16

NIKKEI VOICE

IS FAKE BELLY DANCING A FORM OF  
CULTURAL APPROPRIATION?
%\�*LO�$VDNDZD�

>> See WHY on page 16

FOR THE RECORD

WHY . . . AND WHAT FOR?
%\�-RKQ�7DWHLVKL

This group performed at a Denver festival and claimed it was paying homage 
to Chinese dragon dancing at the same time it was performing a Middle 
Eastern belly dance.
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FROM THE MIDWEST 

THE MIAMI DOLPHINS, ROUGHING THE TRAINER
%\�%LOO�<RVKLQR
-$&/�0LGZHVW�'LUHFWRU

Letter to the Editor

T
he case of Jonathan Martin, a former member 

RI�WKH�0LDPL�'ROSKLQV�IRRWEDOO�WHDP��KDV�EHHQ�
and continues to be an interesting sidebar for 

the National Football League. Martin left the football 

WHDP�RQ�2FW������������DQG�LW�ZDV�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�KH�
had been the target of unrelenting bullying by three of 

KLV�WHDPPDWHV��5LFKLH�,QFRJQLWR��0LNH�3RXQFH\�DQG�
John Jerry. This behavior was chronicled in a “Report 

to the National Football League Concerning Issues of 

:RUNSODFH�&RQGXFW�RI�WKH�0LDPL�'ROSKLQVµ�WKDW�ZDV�
LVVXHG�RQ�)HE������

An aspect of this case that has received far less 

attention in the media and elsewhere concerns the racist 

EHKDYLRU�RI�,QFRJQLWR�DQG�3RXQFH\��ZKR�DOVR�PRFNHG�
DQG�YLOLÀHG�D�'ROSKLQ·V�DVVLVWDQW�WUDLQHU�ZKR�LV�-DSDQHVH��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�UHSRUW��,QFRJQLWR�DQG�3RXQFH\�GLUHFWHG�
several racial slurs at the assistant trainer using terms 

such as “Jap,” “Chinaman” and “Chink.” Incognito and 

3RXQFH\�DOVR�FDOOHG�KLP�D�´GLUW\�FRPPXQLVWµ�DQG�D� 
“North Korean.” 

They addressed the assistant trainer in a mock Asian 

accent and made vulgar requests (omitted here), as well 

as made demands such as “give me some water you f--

king chink.” According to the report, this conduct took 

place frequently and happened in the presence of other 

'ROSKLQ�HPSOR\HHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�DVVLVWDQW�WUDLQHU·V�
supervisor without anyone interceding to stop or correct 

the behavior. 

Incognito claimed he acted in humor and that he 

didn’t perceive a power difference between himself and 

the assistant trainer. The slur-laced demands made by 

,QFRJQLWR�DQG�3RXQFH\�DUHQ·W�H[DFWO\�WKH�YRFDEXODU\�
of humorists. They are the words used by those who 

choose to minimize and oppress their targets. It appears 

the assistant trainer’s status, demeanor and physical 

characteristics made him a convenient target in a 

workplace environment that condoned bullying. 

The report hit the mark when it said, in part, “We also 

ÀQG�WKH�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�$VVLVWDQW�7UDLQHU�SDUWLFXODUO\�
troubling because he was not a fellow football player, 

but a subordinate, a member of the training staff. In our 

view, it is likely that the Assistant Trainer felt that he had 

QR�VWDQGLQJ�RU�DELOLW\�WR�ÀJKW�EDFN��DQG�IHDUHG�WKH�ORVV�RI�
his job if he protested and the players did not take kindly 

to his complaints . . . .”

 The lack of candor by the assistant trainer in 

cooperating with the report for fear of “losing the trust of 

WKH�SOD\HUVµ�LV�QRW�XQXVXDO��9LFWLPV�RIWHQ�DFTXLHVFH�DQG�
feign agreement with a bully in order to survive. 

Many years ago, I called out Chicago Cubs broadcaster 

+DUU\�&DUD\�IRU�KLV�XVH�RI�WKH�-�ZRUG�RQ�DLU�DQG�IRU�
VD\LQJ��´,�GRQ·W�IHHO�VODQW\�H\HG�WRGD\��GR�\RX"µ�GXULQJ�
a pregame interview with the Cubs’ manager in referring 

WR�WKHQ�/RV�$QJHOHV�'RGJHU�SLWFKHU�+LGHR�1RPR��

Editor’s Note:
�� 2Q�0DUFK�����0DUWLQ�ZDV�WUDGHG�WR�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR���HUV��

where he will be reunited with his former Stanford University 

&RDFK�-LP�+DUEDXJK��ZKR�LV�QRZ�KHDG�FRDFK�RI�WKH�1LQHUV��
At press time, Incognito and Jerry remain unsigned.

'HDU�(GLWRU�
+HUH�ZH�JR�DJDLQ��)UHVQR�HDUQV�\HW�DQRWKHU�GXELRXV�

GLVWLQFWLRQ�DV�GHWDLOHG�LQ�WKH�0DUFK����UHSRUW�´)UHVQR�
&RXQW\�6LNK�6WXGHQWV�6D\�7KH\·UH�%XOOLHG�DW�6FKRRO�µ�
+LVWRU\�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�UHSHDWV�LWVHOI�DQG�FULHV�RXW�IRU�
continued vigilance defending our civil liberties.

Japanese Americans incarcerated at government 

concentration camps during World War II experienced 

the same bullying suffered by Sikh citizens in today’s 

post-9/11 environment. Stripped of their human 

rights because they looked like the enemy, Japanese 

Americans continued to endure bullying and prejudice 

many years after World War II ended. Wars will 

forever change societies; the challenge in such times 

is to protect national security without abandoning the 

civil liberties guaranteed to all American citizens.  

Founded in 1929, the Japanese American Citizens 

League is the oldest and largest Asian American 

civil rights organization in the U.S. The JACL today 

monitors and responds to issues that enhance or 

threaten the civil and human rights of all Americans. 

%XOO\LQJ�LV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�LVVXHV��
2Q�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�&HQWUDO�&DOLIRUQLD�'LVWULFW�&RXQFLO�

JACL, we stand behind our Sikh community and urge 

all citizens to do the same. Fear and hatred should be 

the exception, and not the standard, by which we live.

5HVSHFWIXOO\��
&&'&�*RYHUQRU�5REHUW�6KLQWDNX

)UHVQR�PDGH�KHDGOLQHV�WKLV�PRQWK�ZKHQ�LW�HDUQHG�WKH�GLVKRQRU�RI�UDQNLQJ�QHDU�WKH�WRS�RI�D�QDWLRQDO�VXUYH\�RQ�
EXOO\LQJ�DJDLQVW�6LNK�$PHULFDQ�VFKRROFKLOGUHQ��7KH�´*R�+RPH��7HUURULVWµ�UHSRUW��UHOHDVHG�RQ�0DUFK����E\�WKH�
6LNK�&RDOLWLRQ��KLJKOLJKWHG�UHVXOWV�RI�EXOO\LQJ�IRUXPV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�LQGHSHQGHQW�UHVHDUFKHUV�LQ�%RVWRQ��)UHVQR��
,QGLDQDSROLV�DQG�6HDWWOH�LQ������DQG�·����)UHVQR�KDG�WKH�VHFRQG�KLJKHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�6LNK�$PHULFDQ�VWXGHQWV�
VD\LQJ�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�EXOOLHG�
� ,Q�UHVSRQVH� WR� WKH�DODUPLQJ�UHSRUW��ZKLFK�ZDV�VXPPDUL]HG� LQ�DQ�DUWLFOH�SXEOLVKHG� LQ� WKH�)UHVQR�%HH�� WKH�

&HQWUDO�&DOLIRUQLD�'LVWULFW�&RXQFLO�-$&/�KDV�VXEPLWWHG�D�/HWWHU�WR�WKH�(GLWRU�WR�WKH�3�&��DQG�WKH�)UHVQR�%HH��
5HFDOOLQJ� WKH� SDUDOOHO� H[SHULHQFHV� RI� -DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV� EHIRUH�� GXULQJ� DQG� DIWHU� WKHLU� RZQ�:RUOG�:DU� ,,�
LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��WKH�OHWWHU�XUJHV�DQ�HQG�WR�WKH�EXOO\LQJ�DQG�FDOOV�XSRQ�)UHVQR�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHLU�
6LNK�$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQV��$W�SUHVV�WLPH��WKH�)UHVQR�%HH�KDV�\HW�WR�SXEOLVK�WKH�OHWWHU��ZKLFK�LV�UHSULQWHG�EHORZ�
�)RU�D� OLQN� WR� WKH�)UHVQR�%HH�DUWLFOH�DQG� WKH�´*R�+RPH��7HUURULVWµ� UHSRUW��JR� WR�KWWS���ZZZ�IUHVQREHH�

FRP��������������������VLNK�FRPPXQLW\�DODUPHG�E\�EXOO\LQJ�KWPO���

Manzanar Visitor 
Center Set to 
Resume Summer 
Hours

% eginning Tuesday, April 1, the Manzanar National 

+LVWRULF�6LWH�9LVLWRU�&HQWHU�ZLOO�UHVXPH�VXPPHU�KRXUV�
RI���D�P�������S�P��GDLO\�WKURXJK�2FW�����

“We are pleased to be able to extend our hours,” Acting 

Superintendent Colin Smith said. “With a return to 

SUHVHTXHVWUDWLRQ�IXQGLQJ�OHYHOV�IRU�������ZH�ZLOO�EH� 
able to serve more visitors by staying open an hour  

later each day.”

7KH�9LVLWRU�&HQWHU�IHDWXUHV�������VTXDUH�IHHW�RI�H[KLELWV�DQG�
DQ�DZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�LQWURGXFWRU\�ÀOP��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�ERRNVWRUH�
RSHUDWHG�E\�WKH�QRQSURÀW�0DQ]DQDU�+LVWRU\�$VVQ��$�UHVWRUHG�
World War II mess hall nearby offers exhibits on the logistics 

and politics of food in Manzanar.

([KLELWV�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�EHLQJ�GHYHORSHG�IRU�WZR�UHFRQVWUXFWHG�
barracks.

A self-guided auto tour is available during daylight hours. 

9LVLWRUV�PD\�DOVR�H[SORUH�WKH�VLWH�RQ�IRRW��

,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�JURXS�WRXU�UHVHUYDWLRQV�LV�DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH�
DW��ZZZ�QSV�JRY�PDQ]�SODQ\RXUYLVLW�UHVHUYDWLRQV�KWP�RU�E\�
FDOOLQJ�����������������H[W�������

Interestingly, this incident became a headliner in the Chicago 

newspapers, causing Caray to respond. 

In a letter to me, Caray explained that because the Cubs’ 

clubhouse manager, who was Japanese American, accepted the 

slur as a “colloquialism,” I was overreacting. In fact, he went on 

to say I had embarrassed the clubhouse manager. Seems as though 

Incognito had predecessors in concocting lame excuses and 

leveraging power differentials. 

,Q�D�ZLGHO\�GLVWULEXWHG�TXRWH��'ROSKLQV�KHDG�FRDFK�-RH�
3KLOELQ�UHFHQWO\�VDLG�WKH�WHDP�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�ZRUNSODFH�
HQYLURQPHQW��%DVHG�RQ�WKH�ÀQGLQJV�LQ�WKH�UHSRUW��ZH�ZRXOG� 
hope so. 

Individuals should be sanctioned, workplace policies must be 

UHYLVHG�DQG�FODULÀHG�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�VKRXOG�EH�LQVWLWXWHG�VR�WKDW�
employees such as the assistant trainer will never again feel the 

sting or threat of racial harassment. The cleansing of this mess 

continues.

The team is conducting an internal review, and it awaits 

recommendations from an independent advisory group. We will 

follow this with interest.
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LOS ANGELES —�(LOHHQ�7DPXUD��DXWKRU�RI�WKH������ERRN�
´,Q�'HIHQVH� RI� -XVWLFH�� -RVHSK�.XULKDUD� DQG� WKH� -DSDQHVH�
$PHULFDQ�6WUXJJOH�IRU�(TXDOLW\�µ�ZLOO�EH�WKH�NH\QRWH�VSHDNHU�
DW�WKH���WK�$QQXDO�0DQ]DQDU�3LOJULPDJH��VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�
Manzanar Committee, scheduled for Saturday, April 26, at 

WKH�0DQ]DQDU�1DWLRQDO�+LVWRULF�6LWH�
(DFK� \HDU�� PRUH� WKDQ� ������ SHRSOH� IURP� GLYHUVH�

backgrounds, including students, teachers, community 

members, clergy and former incarcerees, attend the 

3LOJULPDJH��ZKLFK�FRPPHPRUDWHV�WKH�XQMXVW�LPSULVRQPHQW�
RI�PRUH�WKDQ���������$PHULFDQV�RI�-DSDQHVH�DQFHVWU\�LQ����
American concentration camps located in the United States 

GXULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,,��0DQ]DQDU�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�WKHVH�FDPSV�
to be established.

In her book, Tamura, a professor and chair of the 

'HSDUWPHQW� RI� (GXFDWLRQDO� )RXQGDWLRQV� DW� WKH� 8QLYHUVLW\�
RI� +DZDLL� DW�0DQRD·V� &ROOHJH� RI� (GXFDWLRQ� LQ� +RQROXOX��
UHYHDOV�D�KLVWRU\�RI�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�GXULQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�KDOI�
RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�DV�OLYHG�E\�-RVHSK�<RVKLVXNH�.XULKDUD��D�
GLVVLGHQW�ZKR�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�ÀJXUHV�LQ�WKH�'HF�������
������0DQ]DQDU�5LRW� DQG�HYHQWXDOO\� HQGHG�XS�DW� WKH�7XOH�
Lake Segregation Center.

´:H�DUH�VR�SOHDVHG�WR�KDYH�(LOHHQ�7DPXUD�DV�RXU�NH\QRWH�
VSHDNHU�µ� VDLG� 0DQ]DQDU� &RPPLWWHH� &R�&KDLU� %UXFH�
(PEUH\�� ´+HU� FRQWULEXWLRQV� WR� RXU� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� ZKDW�
our families and community endured during World War II 

are unique and powerful.”

&RQWLQXHG�(PEUH\��́ ([DPLQLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�RXWVSRNHQ�
and least understood inmates, Joe Kurihara, professor Tamura 

illuminates the painful and complicated nature of the forced 

UHPRYDO��%\�WHOOLQJ�WKH�SHUVRQDO�VWRU\�RI�-RH�.XULKDUD��VKH�
sheds new light on the heroic resistance within Manzanar, 

particularly the events surrounding the Manzanar Riot of 

'HFHPEHU�������6KH�RIIHUV�QHZ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�SDLQIXO�
and divisive issue of loyalty and the struggles of those who 

chose to renounce their U.S. citizenship. We’re proud and 

excited to have professor Tamura as our keynote speaker.”

With the theme “A Memory, A Monument, A Movement,” 

WKLV�\HDU·V�3LOJULPDJH�ZLOO�FHOHEUDWH�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�
WKH�&LYLO�5LJKWV�$FW�RI�������DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�
RI� WKH� RSHQLQJ� RI� WKH� 9LVLWRUV� &HQWHU� DW� WKH� 0DQ]DQDU�

1DWLRQDO�+LVWRULF�6LWH�
The afternoon program, held at the Manzanar cemetery 

site, will begin with a performance by UCLA Kyodo  

7DLNR�� WKH� ÀUVW� FROOHJLDWH� WDLNR� JURXS� LQ� 1RUWK� $PHULFD�� 
It will conclude with the traditional interfaith service and 

Ondo dancing.

In addition to the daytime program, the Manzanar at 

'XVN�SURJUDP�IROORZV�WKDW�VDPH�HYHQLQJ��IURP�����S�P���DW� 
WKH� /RQH� 3LQH� +LJK� 6FKRRO� DXGLWRULXP� LQ� /RQH� 3LQH�� 
which is located nine miles south of the Manzanar National 

+LVWRULF�6LWH�
0DQ]DQDU�DW�'XVN�LV�FR�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�1LNNHL�6WXGHQW�

8QLRQV� DW� &DO� 6WDWH� )XOOHUWRQ�� &DO� 6WDWH� /RQJ� %HDFK�� 
&DO�3RO\�3RPRQD��WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��/RV�$QJHOHV��
DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��6DQ�'LHJR�

Through a creative presentation, small group discussions 

DQG�DQ�RSHQ�PLF�VHVVLRQ��0DQ]DQDU�DW�'XVN�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZLOO�
have the opportunity to learn about the experiences of those 

LQFDUFHUDWHG�LQ� WKH�FDPSV��3DUWLFLSDQWV�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�DEOH� WR�
interact with former incarcerees to hear their personal stories, 

share their own experiences and discuss the relevance of  

the concentration camp experience to present-day events  

and issues.

%RWK�WKH�0DQ]DQDU�3LOJULPDJH�DQG�WKH�0DQ]DQDU�DW�'XVN�
SURJUDP� ZLOO� DOVR� GHDO� ZLWK� WKH� FXUUHQW� ÀJKW� WR� SURWHFW�
Manzanar’s viewshed from being marred forever by large-

scale renewable energy development by the Los Angeles 

'HSDUWPHQW�RI�:DWHU�DQG�3RZHU·V�SURSRVHG�6RXWKHUQ�2ZHQV�
9DOOH\�6RODU�5DQFK�DQG�,Q\R�&RXQW\·V�SURSRVDO�WR�RSHQ�XS�
even more land near Manzanar to such development.

The Manzanar Committee has also announced that bus 

WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� WR� WKH� 3LOJULPDJH� IURP� 'RZQWRZQ� /RV�
Angeles is available.

7KH�EXV�ZLOO�GHSDUW� DW���D�P��� DUULYLQJ�DW� WKH�3LOJULPDJH�
DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������D�P���DQG�ZLOO�DOVR�WDNH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
WR�WKH�,QWHUSUHWLYH�&HQWHU�DW�WKH�0DQ]DQDU�1DWLRQDO�+LVWRULF�
Site following the afternoon program. The bus should arrive 

EDFN�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV�DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\������S�P�
5HVHUYDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�DFFHSWHG�RQ�D�ÀUVW�FRPH��ÀUVW�VHUYH�

basis. For further information or to make a reservation, 

FDOO� ���������������RU� VHQG�DQ�HPDLO� WR���WKSLOJULPDJH#
PDQ]DQDUFRPPLWWHH�RUJ��7KH�QRQUHIXQGDEOH�IDUH�LV�����SHU�
VHDW�� ���� IRU� VWXGHQWV� DQG� VHQLRUV�� &RPSOLPHQWDU\� IDUHV�
are available for those who were incarcerated at any of the 

IRUPHU�$PHULFDQ�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPSV�RU�RWKHU�FRQÀQHPHQW�
sites during World War II.

$Q\RQH�ZLVKLQJ�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�0DQ]DQDU�DW�'XVN�SURJUDP�
that evening should make other transportation arrangements.

7KH� *DUGHQD� 9DOOH\� -DSDQHVH� &XOWXUDO� ,QVWLWXWH� LV� DOVR�
RIIHULQJ�EXV�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�0DQ]DQDU�3LOJULPDJH�IURP�
*DUGHQD��&DOLI��7KH�EXV�LV�VHW�WR�OHDYH�*9-&,�DW������D�P��
DQG�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�E\������S�P�
5HJLVWUDWLRQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�*9-&,�EXV�LV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�

its website at KWWS���ZZZ�MFL�JDUGHQD�RUJ�
3LOJULPDJH� SDUWLFLSDQWV� DUH� DGYLVHG� WR� EULQJ� WKHLU� RZQ�

lunch, drinks and snacks, as there are no facilities to purchase 

IRRG�DW�WKH�0DQ]DQDU�1DWLRQDO�+LVWRULF�6LWH��UHVWDXUDQWV�DQG�
IDVW�IRRG�RXWOHWV�DUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�/RQH�3LQH�DQG�,QGHSHQGHQFH���
Water will be provided at the site.

%RWK�WKH�GD\WLPH�SURJUDP�DQG�WKH�0DQ]DQDU�DW�'XVN�HYHQW�
are free and open to the public.

)RU� PRUH� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� FDOO� ������ ���������� VHQG� DQ�
HPDLO� WR� ��WKSLOJULPDJH#PDQ]DQDUFRPPLWWHH�RUJ� RU�
FKHFN� WKH�0DQ]DQDU� &RPPLWWHH·V� RIÀFLDO� EORJ� DW� KWWS���
EORJ�PDQ]DQDUFRPPLWWHH�RUJ�

Eileen Tamura Set to Keynote 45th 
Annual Manzanar Pilgrimage

Author and professor Eileen Tamura will give the 
keynote speech at the 45th Annual Manzanar 
Pilgrimage, which is set to take place April 26.
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USS Ronald Reagan Hosts Japan Tsunami Memorial 

6$1�',(*2��&$/,)��³ Jun Niimi, consul general of Japan in Los Angeles, expressed his thanks and appreciation on March 11 to the U.S. Navy onboard the  
USS Ronald Reagan for its assistance following the 2011 earthquake and tsunami in Japan. Following the 2011 disaster, the USS Ronald Reagan was  

deployed to Japan to assist and distribute aid to thousands of victims and survivors. Also on hand at the memorial ceremony were �ULJKW�SKRWR�  
JACL’s David Kawamoto �VHFRQG�IURP�OHIW��and��IURP�OHIW��San Diego Buddhist Temple’s Roy Okuhara, Glen Negoro and Tim Kajita.



SAN FRANCISCO — The Japanese 

 Cultural and Community Center of 

1RUWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DQQRXQFHG�RQ�0DUFK����
WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�'RQQD�2QJ�.LPXUD�DV�
the organization’s next president.

Ong-Kimura, who has served as a 

member of the JCCCNC board of directors 

VLQFH�������VXFFHHGV�'RQQD�.RWDNH�DW�WKH�
QRQSURÀW�FRPPXQLW\�FHQWHU��ZKLFK�LV�EDVHG�
in San Francisco.

A native of San Francisco, Ong-Kimura 

has worked in the health care arena for the 

past 28 years and currently serves as a full-

time software development senior adviser in 

WKH�KHDOWKFDUH�GLYLVLRQ�DW�'HOO�
“I did not grow up in the Japantown 

community. When I was young, I was part 

of my home neighborhood community. With 

the pace of life today and the rarity of kids 

attending neighborhood schools, it is hard to 

ÀQG�FORVH�NQLW�QHLJKERUKRRG�FRPPXQLWLHV�
anymore. This makes the Japantown 

community so much more important to my 

family,” said Ong-Kimura.

2QJ�.LPXUD�EHFRPHV�WKH�ÀUVW�HWKQLFDOO\�
QRQ�-DSDQHVH�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�WKH�ÀUVW�&KLQHVH�
American president of the JCCCNC. 

Although her husband has an established 

business in Japantown, she was not familiar 

with the JCCCNC until her youngest 

daughter participated in the Shinzen 

*RRGZLOO�([FKDQJH�3URJUDP�LQ������� 
Ong-Kimura eventually moved on to  co-

chairing the program in following years. 

Since then, she has supported the 

development of the Takahashi Youth 

$PEDVVDGRU�)HOORZVKLS�3URJUDP��DQ�
exchange program between the U.S. and 

Japan to provide opportunities for youth to 

gain leadership and civic development skills.

Today, Ong-Kimura continues to 

participate in many of the classes and 

workshops the JCCCNC has to offer.

“It has always been very important to me 

to preserve the Japanese American culture 

and heritage so that my children, who are 

half-Chinese and half-Japanese, would 

continue to learn about the experiences of 

their ancestors. I believe that my children 

have learned by example and give back 

to their communities in any way they can. 

They have an appreciation for the Japanese 

community and continue to participate.”

In addition to her longtime involvement 

with the JCCCNC, Ong-Kimura has served 

as co-chair of the Kimochi golf tournament 

IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��LV�SDVW�SUHVLGHQW�DQG�
current treasurer of the San Francisco Nikkei 

Lions Club and is also the past president of 

WKH�%XGGKLVW�&KXUFK�RI�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�<RXWK�
Athletic League.  

“We are extremely privileged to have 

'RQQD�DV�RXU�QHZ�SUHVLGHQW��$ORQJ�ZLWK�
her leadership skills, she also brings to her 

new role a unique and broad perspective as 

a parent of a child who participated in our 

programs, a program participant herself, a 

volunteer and a longtime board member,” 

VDLG�3DXO�2VDNL��H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
JCCCNC.

With her compassion and care, along with 

her extensive experience and dedication 

to the community, Ong-Kimura looks to 

embrace the legacy of the JCCCNC by 

building a strong foundation and future for 

the organization and community at large.

´$V�RXU�ÀUVW�JUDQGFKLOG�ZDV�MXVW�ERUQ��LW�
makes it more important for us to preserve 

our community so that our grandchildren 

will be in touch with their heritage and will 

always have a sense of community,” said 

Ong-Kimura.  Q
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TOKYO — $VWURQDXW�.RLFKL�:DNDWD�EHFDPH�WKH�ÀUVW�-DSDQHVH�
to serve as commander of the International Space Station on 

0DUFK����WKH�-DSDQ�$HURVSDFH�([SORUDWLRQ�$JHQF\�DQQRXQFHG�
In a change of command ceremony, which was broadcast live  

on the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

website, commander Oleg Kotov of Russia passed on the role to 

:DNDWD�����
Wakata will serve as commander of the ISS for two months before he returns to 

(DUWK�RQ�0D\����
:DNDWD�GHSDUWHG�RQ�KLV�FXUUHQW�PLVVLRQ�RQ�1RY����DERDUG�D�5XVVLDQ�6R\X]�URFNHW�

from Kazakhstan. It is his fourth trip to space and his second extended stay on the ISS.

Justice Department Nominee Debo Adegbile Is  
+LUPLK�:LUH[L�*VUÄYTH[PVU
WASHINGTON, D.C. —�7KH�8�6��6HQDWH�RQ�0DUFK���IDLOHG� 
WR�FRQÀUP�3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD·V�-XVWLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�QRPLQHH�� 
'HER�$GHJELOH��WR�KHDG�LWV�&LYLO�5LJKWV�'LYLVLRQ�
%\�D�YRWH�RI��������$GHJELOH�EHFRPHV�WKH�KLJKHVW�SURÀOH�SUHVL-

GHQWLDO�QRPLQHH�ZKRVH�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�UHMHFWHG�E\�WKH�6HQDWH�
$GHJELOH��D�IRUPHU�OLWLJDWLRQ�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�1$$&3�/HJDO�'HIHQVH�DQG�(GXFDWLRQDO�

)XQG��FDPH�XQGHU�KHDY\�ÀUH�IRU�KLV�YROXQWDU\�DGYRFDF\�RI�FRQYLFWHG�FRS�NLOOHU� 
0XPLD�$EX�-DPDO��ZKR�PXUGHUHG�3KLODGHOSKLD�SROLFH�RIÀFHU�'DQLHO�)DXONQHU�LQ�
1981. Major law enforcement organizations were also opposed to the nomination.

7KH�:KLWH�+RXVH�H[SUHVVHG�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�6HQDWH·V�YRWH��-$&/�1DWLRQDO�
had also submitted a letter of support for Adegbile’s nomination on the basis of his 

longstanding commitment to civil rights and voting rights for American minorities.

3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�LV�QRZ�WDVNHG�ZLWK�QRPLQDWLQJ�DQRWKHU�FDQGLGDWH�WR�DVVXPH� 
the position.

=PUJL�*OOHIYPH�*VUÄYTLK�[V�[OL�<�:��+PZ[YPJ[�*V\Y[�MVY�
the Northern District of California
WASHINGTON, D.C. —�9LQFH�&KKDEULD�EHFRPHV�WKH�ÀUVW�
person of South Asian descent to serve as an Article III judge  

LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DIWHU�KH�ZDV�FRQÀUPHG�E\�D�������YRWH�E\�WKH� 
8�6��6HQDWH�RQ�0DUFK���

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VLDQ�3DFLÀF�$PHULFDQ�%DU�$VVQ���&KKDEULD·V�FRQÀUPD-
WLRQ�´LQFUHDVHV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�DFWLYH�$VLDQ�3DFLÀF�$PHULFDQ�$UWLFOH�,,,� 
judges to 22 nationwide: four federal appellate court judges and 18 federal district 

court judges.”

6LQFH�������&KKDEULD�KDV�VHUYHG�DV�D�GHSXW\�FLW\�DWWRUQH\�LQ�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�&LW\�
$WWRUQH\·V�2IÀFH��ZKHUH�KH�LV�WKH�FR�FKLHI�RI�DSSHOODWH�OLWLJDWLRQ��3ULRU�WR�KLV�FXUUHQW�
duties, he also spent several years working in the private sector in San Francisco.

7KUHH�PRUH�$VLDQ�3DFLÀF�$PHULFDQ�$UWLFOH�,,,�MXGLFLDO�QRPLQHHV�DUH�SHQGLQJ�LQ�
WKH�8�6��6HQDWH��0DQLVK�6KDK��QRPLQHH�IRU�WKH�8�6��'LVWULFW�&RXUW�IRU�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�
'LVWULFW�RI�,OOLQRLV��,QGLUD�7DOZDQL��QRPLQHH�IRU�WKH�8�6��'LVWULFW�&RXUW�IRU�WKH�'LVWULFW�
RI�0DVVDFKXVHWWV��DQG�7KHRGRUH�&KXQJ��QRPLQHH�IRU�WKH�8�6��'LVWULFW�&RXUW�IRU�WKH�
'LVWULFW�RI�0DU\ODQG�

Hawaii’s Erika Moritsugu and Nani Coloretti  
Nominated to Top U.S. Housing Posts
WASHINGTON, D.C. — 7KH�:KLWH�+RXVH�KDV�DQQRXQFHG�LWV�
LQWHQW�WR�QRPLQDWH�(ULND�0RULWVXJX��DW�WRS��OHIW� as the next 

Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Intergovernmental 

5HODWLRQV�DW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RXVLQJ�DQG�8UEDQ�'HYHORSPHQW�
and Nani Coloretti �DW�ERWWRP��OHIW��IRU�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�+8'·V�
'HSXW\�6HFUHWDU\��ZKHUH�VKH�ZLOO�EH�VHFRQG�LQ�FRPPDQG��
RYHUVHHLQJ�GD\�WR�GD\�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�������HPSOR\HHV�

Moritsugu is the deputy assistant director for legislative affairs 

DW�WKH�%XUHDX�RI�&RQVXPHU�)LQDQFLDO�3URWHFWLRQ��3ULRU�WR�WKDW�� 
VKH�ZDV�WKH�GHSXW\�OHJLVODWLYH�GLUHFWRU�IRU�8�6��6HQ��'DQLHO� 
$NDND�IURP����������6KH�DOVR�LV�D�IRUPHU�+RQROXOX�GHSXW\� 
city prosecutor.

6KH�UHFHLYHG�D�%�$��IURP�WKH�&ROOHJH�RI�:LOOLDP�DQG�0DU\�DQG�D�-�'��IURP� 
George Washington University.

&RORUHWWL�LV�FXUUHQWO\�WKH�DVVLVWDQW�VHFUHWDU\�IRU�PDQDJHPHQW�DW�WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�7UHDVXU\��ZKHUH�VKH�KDV�ZRUNHG�LQ�YDULRXV�SRVLWLRQV�VLQFH�������6KH�DOVR�VHUYHG�DV�
D�EXGJHW�DQDO\VW�IRU�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�3XEOLF�6DIHW\�LQ�+DZDLL�IURP���������
6KH�LV�D�JUDGXDWH�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD��ZKHUH�VKH�HDUQHG�D�%�$��LQ�

(FRQRPLFV�DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV��&RORUHWWL�DOVR�UHFHLYHG�DQ�0�3�3��IURP�WKH�*ROGPDQ�
6FKRRO�RI�3XEOLF�3ROLF\�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�
%RWK�ZRPHQ�DZDLW�6HQDWH�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�� �Q

APAs in the NewsDonna Ong-
Kimura Elected 
New President 
of JCCCNC

UPDATE: Man Arrested in  
Anne Frank Book Vandalism  
in Tokyo
TOKYO — Japanese police have arrested a man for allegedly tearing pages out of books 

UHODWHG�WR�$QQH�)UDQN�DW�D�7RN\R�OLEUDU\��0RUH�WKDQ�����ERRNV�UHODWHG�WR�)UDQN��LQFOXGLQJ�́ 7KH�
'LDU\�RI�D�<RXQJ�*LUO�µ�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG�YDQGDOL]HG�UHFHQWO\�DW�OLEUDULHV�DFURVV�-DSDQ·V�FDSLWDO�
7RN\R�SROLFH�VD\�WKH�PDQ��ZKR�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�0DUFK�����VQHDNHG�LQWR�D�OLEUDU\�DQG�ULSSHG�

SDJHV�IURP����)UDQN�UHODWHG�ERRNV�RQ�)HE�����6RPH�RI�WKH�ULSSHG�SDJHV�ZHUH�IRXQG�LQ�D�SODVWLF�
EDJ�DW�DQ�XQLGHQWLÀHG�KRXVH�LQ�7RN\R�
3ROLFH�VD\�WKH�VXVSHFW��ZKR�LV����\HDUV�ROG��DGPLWWHG�WR�ULSSLQJ�WKH�SDJHV�RXW�RI�WKH�ERRNV��

They say his motive is unclear.

Frank wrote her diary during the two years her family hid from the Nazis during World 

:DU� ,,�� 6KH�ZDV� ���ZKHQ� VKH� GLHG� LQ� D� FRQFHQWUDWLRQ� FDPS� LQ� ������+HU� IDWKHU� VXUYLYHG�
and published the diary, which has become the most widely read document to emerge from  

WKH�+RORFDXVW�
³�$VVRFLDWHG�3UHVV



LOS ANGELES — Little Tokyo Service Center and the Little 

Tokyo Community Council released a groundbreaking community 

YLVLRQ�RQ�0DUFK����IRU�D�VXVWDLQDEOH�&XOWXUDO�(FR'LVWULFW��$V�/LWWOH�
7RN\R�FHOHEUDWHV�LWV����WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�WKLV�\HDU��WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�
demonstrating a plan to keep Little Tokyo thriving for the next  

����\HDUV�
Over the past 18 months, Little Tokyo has been developing a 

vision for neighborhood sustainability that respects and enhances 

the neighborhood’s history and culture. 

The vision is based on community values for resource 

conservation, “PRWWDLQDL,” and consideration of children and future 

generations, ´NRGRPRQR�WDPHQL�µ It is also focused in the short 

term on transit-oriented development around the new Little Tokyo/

$UWV�'LVWULFW�5HJLRQDO�&RQQHFWRU�VWDWLRQ��,Q�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP��WKH�
YLVLRQ�LGHQWLÀHV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�FUHDWH�D�&XOWXUDO�(FR'LVWULFW�WR�
support the entire neighborhood.

In addition to affordable housing, cultural facilities, creative 

RIÀFH�VSDFH�DQG�SHGHVWULDQ�RULHQWHG�UHWDLO��WKH�YLVLRQ�SURSRVHV�
an ambitious set of district-scaled green infrastructure — district 

heating and cooling, stormwater collection planters, “living 

PDFKLQHµ�JUD\ZDWHU�ÀOWUDWLRQ�ODQGVFDSLQJ�DQG�D�PLQLVRODU�HOHFWULF�JULG��7KH�
FRPPXQLW\�YLVLRQ�ZDV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5HVRXUFHV�'HIHQVH�&RXQFLO�� 
/RFDO�,QLWLDWLYHV�6XSSRUW�&RUSRUDWLRQ�DQG�(QWHUSULVH�&RPPXQLW\�3DUWQHUV�

“We look forward to working with public- and private-sector partners in order to 

realize this vision,” said Craig Ishii, chair of the Little Tokyo Community Council. 

“Our concept vision can be a model for the City of Los Angeles and the entire 

country for community-based sustainability.”

7KH�/LWWOH�7RN\R�LQLWLDWLYH�LV�RQH�RI����SURJUDPV�VHOHFWHG�QDWLRQZLGH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH� 
LQ�3DUWQHUV�LQ�3URJUHVV��ZKLFK�LV�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�&LWL�)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�/RZ�,QFRPH�
Investment Fund.

7KURXJK�3,3��/76&�DQG�WKH�RWKHU�JUDQWHHV�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�LQLWLDWH�RU�GHHSHQ�
development or expansion of local stakeholder networks to improve places — the 

physical environment of a community including housing, transit and safety— and 

create opportunities for people — such as jobs, child development, education and 

health.

7KH�YLVLRQLQJ�GRFXPHQW�LV�DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH�DW�KWWS���OLWWOHWRN\ROD�RUJ��
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Sustainable Cultural EcoDistrict Plan Unveiled for  
L.A.’s Little Tokyo
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Pearl Harbor Relic Headed to 
Museum After Auction
HONOLULU — A relic from a Japanese 

ÀJKWHU� MHW� XVHG� LQ� WKH� DWWDFN� RQ� 3HDUO�
+DUERU� LV� KHDGHG� WR� D� PXVHXP� DIWHU� 
VHOOLQJ� IRU� PRUH� WKDQ� �������� LQ� DQ� 
H%D\�DXFWLRQ�

The +RQROXOX� 6WDU�$GYHUWLVHU reported 

0DUFK����WKDW�D�+RQROXOX�DWWRUQH\�ERXJKW�
WKH� LWHP� DQG� GRQDWHG� LW� WR� WKH� 3DFLÀF�
National Monument.

The relic is a serial number from a Zero 

ÀJKWHU� WKDW� FUDVKHG� GXULQJ� WKH� DWWDFN��
The number was stenciled on the plane’s 

fuselage.

&KLHI�+LVWRULDQ�'DQLHO�0DUWLQH]�RI� WKH�
:RUOG�:DU�,,�9DORU�DW�WKH�3DFLÀF�1DWLRQDO�
Monument says he was surprised by the 

GRQDWLRQ� SOHGJH�� +H� KDV� VDLG� VLPLODU�
items are rarely donated if they are bought 

privately.

“I’m just so stunned and speechless, but 

extremely happy that someone has done 

something so generous on behalf of his 

country to have that preserved as part of 

our national memory,” Martinez said.

'DPRQ�6HQDKD�VDLG�KH�ERXJKW�WKH�LWHP�
in tribute to his Japanese American family, 

including his grandfather, a Japanese 

immigrant and plantation worker who 

ZLWQHVVHG�WKH������DWWDFN��
+LV� JUDQGIDWKHU� XUJHG� KLV� VRQV� WR� MRLQ�

the U.S. military after the attack, Senaha 

said.

´+H�GLG�VD\��¶7KLV�LV�\RXU�FRXQWU\��7KLV�
is what you have to do because the rest of 

us are shamed,’” Senaha said.

7KH�ÀYH�VRQV�ZHQW�RQ�WR�VHUYH��LQFOXGLQJ�
RQH� ZLWK� WKH� IDPRXV� ���QG� 5HJLPHQWDO�
Combat Team, a unit of mostly Japanese 

Americans in World War II.

The Zero relic is expected to go on 

display at the USS Arizona Memorial 

museum.

The piece was consigned to a pawnshop 

in California, which put it up for sale on 

the popular auction site.

³�$VVRFLDWHG�3UHVV
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I
ndividuals dressed in brightly colored clothing, 

KROGLQJ�D�VSHDU�DORQJ�ZLWK�D�FHOO�SKRQH��+XWV�
constructed of mud and sticks built across plains. 

7UDQVODWRUV�WKDW�FRPPXQLFDWHG�LQ�6ZDKLOL�DQG�(QJOLVK��
Rod Kuratomi was taken in by all the sights and sounds of 

Africa during a recent medical mission in Tanzania. 

From Feb. 1-19, L.A. native Kuratomi worked with a 

YROXQWHHU�PHGLFDO�WHDP�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�3KLO�6LPRQ�&OLQLF�
7DQ]DQLD�3URMHFW��7DQ]DQLD�3URMHFW�IRU�VKRUW���7KH�JURXS��
led and organized by infectious disease doctor Kimberly 

6KULQHU��LV�DIÀOLDWHG�ZLWK�+XQWLQJWRQ�0HPRULDO�+RVSLWDO�LQ�
3DVDGHQD��&DOLI���ZKHUH�ERWK�.XUDWRPL�DQG�KLV�ZLIH��&KHU\O��
work in the laboratory. This year, Kuratomi joined the 

7DQ]DQLD�3URMHFW�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�ZKLOH�KLV�ZLIH�PDGH� 
her sixth trip with the group — and he was amazed by  

all that he experienced.

´7KHUH�DUH�VR�PDQ\�ZLOG�DQLPDOV�RXW�WKHUH�³�WKH�ÀUVW�
time I saw a giraffe, I felt like I was the guy in ‘Jurassic 

3DUN·�VHHLQJ�D�GLQRVDXU�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�
never seen a wild animal outside of a zoo. An animal like 

a giraffe or an elephant, or anything like that — so to see 

all these animals running around wild everywhere was just 

unbelievable,” said Kuratomi in a phone interview.

7KH�7DQ]DQLD�3URMHFW�ÀUVW�EHJDQ�SULPDULO\�DV�DQ�+,9�
treatment and education program. Over the past 12 years, it 

has become a traveling surgical and health care clinic that 

provides medical services in rural areas of Tanzania. 

“[Cheryl] told me about it for so many years, and she 

really wanted me to know what they were doing over there 

and the kind of experience that she was having. And she 

said it’s a really life-changing experience — you have to 

see it to understand it. So, she said, ‘I would really like you 

to go one time so you can see what it is that we’re doing 

over there and understand why I’m doing what I’m  

doing,’” explained Kuratomi. “Now that I’ve been there,  

I very much understand, and I will probably continue to do 

this from this point on. Currently, they want to do this every 

WZR�\HDUV��VR�WKH�QH[W�WULS�LV�VFKHGXOHG�IRU�������DQG�,·OO�EH�
going then as well.”

The Tanzania trip was eye-opening for Kuratomi, who 

in his spare time serves as a karate instructor for the 

International Karate Assn., where he is a sixth-degree 

black belt, and as director of the Nikkei Games, where he 

also organizes the annual karate tournament. For their trip, 

5RG�DQG�&KHU\O�.XUDWRPL�ÁHZ�IURP�/$;�DLUSRUW��PDGH�
a layover in Amsterdam and arrived in Arusha, a city in 

northern Tanzania. 

“There were very few paved roads there, so we spent a lot 

RI�KRXUV�RQ�GLUW�URDGV��LQ�RQH�FDVH�DV�PDQ\�DV�ÀYH�KRXUV�
from one paved road to another. Five to six hours on a dirt 

URDG�LV�PXFK�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�ÀYH�WR�VL[�KRXUV�RQ�D�SDYHG�
road because it’s dusty, it’s bumpy and it’s really 

IN-DEPTH8 March 21-April 3, 2014
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Out of Africa With Rod Kuratomi

Rod and Cheryl Kuratomi pose for a picture with 
Mount Meru in the background.

Rod Kuratomi with local children in the 
countryside near Negorogoro Crater.

As part of a volunteer medical team from Huntington 

Memorial Hospital, Kuratomi heads to Tanzania to provide 

health care for local villagers and returns having personally 

experienced far more than he expected.

�$ERYH� The 
entire 2014 Phil 

Simon Clinic 
Tanzania Project 

medical team. 
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XQFRPIRUWDEOH�µ�.XUDWRPL�UHFDOOHG��´(YHQ�IURP�RXU�ORGJH�
where we were staying, the average drive to the clinics was 

one hour each way. The commute on a dirt road is much 

PRUH�GLIÀFXOW�WKHQ�GULYLQJ�RQ�D�SDYHG�URDG�³�ZH�UHDOO\�
appreciate the highways in the U.S.”

7KLV�\HDU��WKH�JURXS�KDG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHRSOH�³�
consisting of anesthesiologists, surgeons, nurses, social 

workers, a pharmacist, a pediatrician and an ultrasound 

WHFKQLFLDQ�³�YROXQWHHU��LQFOXGLQJ�ÀYH�RWKHU�$VLDQ�
Americans: plastic surgeon Chris Tiner, pharmacist Lisa 

Kim, orthopedic surgeon George Tang, medical resident 

Jessie Trieu and surgeon Tiffany Wu). Over a two-week 

SHULRG��WKH�JURXS�FDUHG�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�����SDWLHQWV�
“These people have nothing and no way of getting any 

W\SH�RI�WUHDWPHQW�³�LW·V�YHU\��YHU\�GLIÀFXOW�IRU�WKHP��<HW��
even though they have nothing, they seem to be much 

happier than us Americans who have everything, who don’t 

appreciate what we have and don’t understand. We can’t 

put in perspective what our problems really are. When 

ZH�KDYH�RXU�HOHFWULFLW\�JR�RXW�RU�WKH�79·V�EURNHQ�RU�WKH�
Internet’s down, we think it’s the end of the world, whereas 

these people have real basic problems like getting enough 

food to eat, getting enough clean water just to survive and 

access to health care,” Kuratomi said. “We get sick, we go 

to the hospital. If we get don’t have any money, we could 

get health care by going to a state or federal or city facility. 

%XW�WKHUH��WKH\�KDYH�QRWKLQJ��\HW�WKH\�VHHP�WR�EH�KDSSLHU�
than we are.”

The volunteers worked with the Massai, a tribal group 

that resides in rural Africa without running water or 

electricity. All of the water had to be hand carried from a 

central location, whether from a local river or a tap in a 

nearby town. 

´,PDJLQH�FDUU\LQJ�D�ÀYH�JDOORQ�EXFNHW�RI�ZDWHU�RQ�\RXU�
head for miles. Clean water is a big issue here, and many 

water-borne diseases are rampant. The Massai people have 

lived the same way for centuries and survive by tending 

goats and cows,” described Kuratomi.

'XULQJ�WKH�PHGLFDO�PLVVLRQ��
Kuratomi was part of the laboratory 

team that conducted diagnostic tests. 

+H�DOVR�DVVLVWHG�LQ�WKH�VFUHHQLQJ�RI�
patients for the triage portion of the 

clinic, determining patients who  

were the most sick and needed  

the earliest care. 

“All the people who went on the trip — I think they were 

hand-selected not only for their specialty but also their 

SHUVRQDOLW\��(YHU\RQH�JRW�DORQJ�YHU\�ZHOO��1RWKLQJ�LQ�
Africa goes smoothly as you would expect it, so you  

KDYH�WR�EH�ÁH[LEOH�DQG�DGDSWDEOH�WR�PDNH�WKLQJV�ZRUN�� 
We always have to think outside the box. For instance, in 

the middle of surgery, the electricity goes out, the surgeons 

have a patient on the operating table with no lights, so they 

KDYH�WR�XVH�ÁDVKOLJKWV�µ�VDLG�.XUDWRPL��ZKR�KDV�ZRUNHG�
LQ�WKH�ODERUDWRU\�DW�+XQWLQJWRQ�0HPRULDO�+RVSLWDO�IRU�
26 years. “That would never happen in the United States, 

but you have to be adaptable to handle any unexpected 

situations that might come up.”

,W�ZDV�.XUDWRPL·V�ÀUVW�WLPH�YLVLWLQJ�$IULFD��DQG�KH�QRWHG�
several problematic medical conditions among the 

patients, like bones that were never set. 

“Our orthopedic surgeons were able to 

perform surgeries that enabled the use of a 

leg or arm long crippled from a past injury. 

Since all cooking is done over an open 

ÀUH��WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�VHULRXV�EXUQ�
injuries. In a past trip, a woman 

that had her arm permanently 

fused to her body from a burn 

injury had her arm surgically freed, 

which enabled her to hold her child in her 

DUPV�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�µ�QRWHG�.XUDWRPL��
“Cleft palates are also not usually repaired 

like in the U.S. — this is a popular surgery 

for our team. This year, we also performed 

a total hip replacement.”

+H�DOVR�VDZ�KRZ�WKH�SDWLHQWV�WUDYHOHG�IDU�
and wide to seek medical treatment.

´$�ORW�RI�RXU�SDWLHQWV�ZRXOG�ZDON�ÀYH�WR�
���PLOHV�WR�FRPH�WR�WKH�FOLQLF��DQG�VRPH�RI�
them are elderly, carrying small children 

¶7KHVH�SHRSOH�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�
DQG�QR�ZD\�RI�JHWWLQJ�DQ\�W\SH�
RI�WUHDWPHQW�³�LW·V�YHU\��YHU\�
GLIÀFXOW�IRU�WKHP��<HW��HYHQ�
WKRXJK�WKH\�KDYH�QRWKLQJ��WKH\�
VHHP�WR�EH�KDSSLHU�������·
� ³�5RG�.XUDWRPL

>> See AFRICA on page 11

Project Tanzania members also experienced a photo safari in the 
Serengeti during their time in Africa.

Kuratomi with local children outside of the Kisongo clinic near the town of Arusha. 

on their back, and we would get swarmed with a couple of 

hundred people every day. At best, we were maybe able to 

VHH�����HYHU\�GD\��VR�LW�ZDV�UHDOO\�KHDUWEUHDNLQJ�WR�VHQG�
people home and tell them to come back tomorrow when 

you know that they had to go through so much hardship to 

get there,” Kuratomi said.



statement offering prayers to Japan’s people and support 

for rebuilding efforts.

In northern Japan, some tsunami survivors held their own 

memorial events for their loved ones earlier on March 11.

,Q� WKH� RQFH�EXVWOLQJ� ÀVKLQJ� WRZQ� RI� 0LQDPLVDQULNX��
local residents gathered in front of the frame of what used 

to be the town’s disaster prevention center, where dozens of 

town employees died in the tsunami. The residents prayed 

LQ�IURQW�RI�D�VPDOO�WDEOH�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ÁRZHUV��D�%XGGKD�VWDWXH�
and incense.

Much of the town’s coastal area remains deserted, expect 

for a few structures that survived. 

Katsuo Izumi, who lost his wife in the tsunami, said his 

GLVDVWHU�KLW� WRZQ� RI� +LJDVKL�0DWVXVKLPD� KDV� VHHQ� VRPH�
rebuilding of public housing, schools and other facilities. 

$OWRJHWKHU��WKH�FLW\�ORVW�������UHVLGHQWV�
“We survivors have a responsibility to live a full life on 

behalf of those who perished in the tsunami,” he said at 

a Tokyo ceremony, representing the survivors from Iwate 

3UHIHFWXUH��´,�KRSH� WR�VHH� WKH� UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�DFKLHYHG�DV�
soon as possible.”  Q

%\�$VVRFLDWHG�3UHVV

TOKYO —� 3ULPH�0LQLVWHU� 6KLQ]R�$EH� SOHGJHG� WR�
boost rebuilding efforts as the country marked the third 

anniversary March 11 of a devastating earthquake and 

WVXQDPL�WKDW�OHIW�QHDUO\��������SHRSOH�GHDG��GHVWUR\HG�
coastal communities and triggered a nuclear crisis.

Japan has struggled to rebuild towns and villages  

and clean up radiation from the meltdowns at 

WKH� )XNXVKLPD� 'DL�LFKL� QXFOHDU� SRZHU� SODQW��
5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ� SODQV� DUH� ÀQDOO\� WDNLQJ� VKDSH�� EXW�
shortages of skilled workers and materials are delaying 

the work.

7KH� WULSOH� GLVDVWHUV� NQRZQ� LQ� -DSDQ� DV� �����NLOOHG�
�������SHRSOH�DQG� OHIW�������XQDFFRXQWHG� IRU�RQ� LWV�
QRUWKHDVWHUQ� FRDVW�� 7KH� FRXQWU\� KDV� HDUPDUNHG� ���
WULOOLRQ�\HQ�������ELOOLRQ�� IRU� UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ� WKURXJK�
0DUFK�������
7KUHH� \HDUV� ODWHU�� QHDUO\� �������� SHRSOH� UHPDLQ�

displaced from their homes, including many from 

)XNXVKLPD� 3UHIHFWXUH� ZKR� PD\� QHYHU� EH� DEOH� WR�
return home due to radioactive contamination.

'XULQJ� D� FHUHPRQ\� LQ� 7RN\R�� RIÀFLDOV� DQG�
representatives of the survivors offered a minute of 

VLOHQFH� WR�PDUN� WKH�PRPHQW��DW������S�P���ZKHQ� WKH�
PDJQLWXGH�����HDUWKTXDNH�VWUXFN�RII�WKH�7RKRNX�FRDVW��
It was the strongest quake recorded in Japan’s history.

Abe has visited disaster-hit areas regularly since 

WDNLQJ� RIÀFH� LQ� ODWH� ������ DQG� VDLG�7XHVGD\� KH� KDV�
VHHQ�VLJQV�RI�SURJUHVV��)DUPLQJ�DQG�ÀVKLQJ�UHVXPHG�
in some areas, and some people have moved to public 

housing from shelters, he said, promising to do more.

“We must further speed up the reconstruction so 

that everyone affected by the disasters can return to 

ordinary life as soon as possible,” Abe, wearing a dark 

formal suit, said during the solemn ceremony.

Abe has promised to move hundreds of communities 

along that ravaged coast to higher ground to avoid 

future tsunamis, and build thousands more public 

housing units within a year in Iwate and Miyagi 

prefectures.

In Fukushima, reconstruction has lagged further 

behind in some areas because of the nuclear disaster.

Several towns are still off-limits due to high 

radiation, and disaster-hit houses remain untouched.

The plant has stabilized substantially, but it is still 

plagued by frequent leaks of radioactive water and 

other mishaps, triggering concern about whether it’s 

really under control. The leaks are hampering the 

plant’s decommissioning, which is expected to take 

DERXW����\HDUV�
Yukari Tanaka, a resident of Futaba town, where 

WKH� )XNXVKLPD� 'DL�LFKL� SODQW� LV� ORFDWHG�� WROG� WKH�
ceremony she couldn’t look for her father after the 

tsunami because they were ordered to evacuate. Weeks 

later, her father was found dead under the roof of their 

tsunami-toppled house, she said.

“I never forget how I regretted that I had to evacuate, 

leaving my father behind,” Tanaka said.

(PSHURU�$NLKLWR��ZKR�DOVR�DWWHQGHG�WKH�FHUHPRQ\��
said that his heart breaks when he thinks of the 

Fukushima residents who have no idea if they can ever 

return home.

“Many disaster survivors are still experiencing 

GLIÀFXOWLHV�� ,W� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WKDW� DOO� SHRSOH� RI� -DSDQ�
unite their hearts and stand by each other for a long 

period so that they can live without losing their hopes 

and in good health,” Akihito said.

Abe, who still supports nuclear as a key power 

source and is pushing to export nuclear technology 

GHVSLWH� WKH� FULVLV�� RQO\� EULHÁ\� PHQWLRQHG� WKH�
Fukushima disaster in his speech. In a sign of growing 

caution against reactor startups, veteran lawmaker 

%XQPHL� ,EXNL�� DOVR� VSHDNHU� RI� WKH� SRZHUIXO� /RZHU�
+RXVH�RI�-DSDQ·V�SDUOLDPHQW��VDLG�WKH�-DSDQHVH�VKRXOG�
UHPHPEHU� WKH\� HQMR\HG� WKH� EHQHÀWV� RI� HOHFWULFLW\� DW�
the cost of Fukushima.

´(DFK�RI�XV�PXVW�UHÁHFW�XSRQ�RXU�ZDVWHIXO�OLIHVW\OH�
and shift to that of energy conservation,” Ibuki told 

the ceremony, calling for an energy policy “toward a 

nuclear phase-out in the future.”

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry issued a 

NATIONAL10 March 21-April 3, 2014

Japan Marks 3rd Anniversary of Tsunami, Earthquake

,Q�0L\DJL�3UHIHFWXUH��D�ÀVKLQJ�ERDW�VLWV�RQ�GU\�ODQG�D�TXDUWHU�
mile from the ocean after the tsunami carried it inland.

The tsunami was estimated to be more than 30 meters tall and crested a nearby cliff. The wall of 
water scrubbed seaside neighborhoods, taking homes off of their foundations. PH
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              KOKUSAI-PACIFICA 
             2011 TOURS 

 
 
 

Í

On behalf of Willy Kai, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the 
many friends and families who have traveled with Kokusai over the years.  
We hope to provide you with the same level of quality and service that you 
enjoyed with Willy, as he passes the torch over to his daughter, Stephanie. 
Í

Í

Jun 23 Summer Special Japan Tour-10 Days-$3695-Child 11 & under $3395 
3 nts Tokyo –Takahashi –Miyajima –Hiroshima –Kobe –Nara –Kyoto. 

 

Jul 20 Central & Eastern Europe-14 Days $4449-Berlin, Germany-Prague, 
Czech Republic-Vienna, Austria-Budapest, Hungary-Warsaw, Poland.  

   

Aug 06� Glacier National Park & Rockies – 7 Days – call for availability  
 

Aug 31 Alaska Cruise “NCL Pearl” 7 Days – Window $1810 - Balcony New 
Lower Price $2220!  Inside Passage – Juneau – Skagway - Glacier Bay 
- Ketchikan - Victoria.  Prices guaranteed until April 23! 

 

Sep 12 New England/Canada Cruise “NCL Gem”–7 Days–Window $1795 
Balcony $2345  Halifax – St. John – Bar Harbor – Boston – Newport. 

 

Sep 28 East Coast Islands – 6 Days  - $2050  Mohegan Sun Resort & Casino - 
Mystic Seaport – Block Island – New York City - The Hamptons. 

 

Oct 21 Autumn in Hokkaido – 10 Days - $4395 – Sapporo -Sounkyo Gorge - 
Lake Akan-Lake Masshu-Kushiro–Sahoro–Shiraoi-Lake Toya-Hakodate. 

 

1RY��� 'DWH�&KDQJH – Uranihon “Otherside of Japan” – 10 Days - $4295 
Tokyo Bay – Niigata - Sado Island – Kanazawa - Amanohashidate - 
Miyazu Hot Springs - Tottori Sand Dunes - Yonago - Matsue - Osaka. 

 

Nov 12 Okinawa & Kyushu - 10 Days - $4395 - 4 days Okinawa -Naha & 
beaches–Fukuoka–Karatsu–Nagasaki–Kumamoto–Beppu Hot Springs. 

 

Feb 18 Costa Rica Adventure-9 Days-$2495-Coffee Plantation-Cloud Forest - 
������� Poas & Arenal Volcano National Parks - Carara Biological Reserve 

bird & wildlife sanctuary - Orchid Garden. %RRN�E\���������6DYH�������
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Early bird savings.  Call for Brochure. Check our website for details.  Includes 
flights, hotels, sightseeing & most meals.  Fuel surcharge extra. 

 

 

 

KOKUSAI TRAVEL, INC.  www.kokusaitravel.net 
PO Box 2086, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 – 714/840-0455 [1006444-10] 

 

 
 
 
 

AFRICA >> continued from page 9

Apart from providing medical services, the volunteers also focused on 

health education. 

´2XU�JURXS�KDV�PDGH�JUHDW�VWULGHV�LQ�+,9�$,'6�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
disease, which spread unchecked previously and is now on the decline 

due to education and treatment. We have also been able to treat malaria, 

which is the No. 1 cause of illness in the country,” Kuratomi continued.

+H�FLWHV�WKDW�WKH�WULS�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKURXJK�FRPPXQLW\�GRQDWLRQV��DQG�WKH�
team took small trinkets such as toys, toothbrushes and hats to gift to  

the village children. 

“They don’t have the money for it, nor do they have access to it. 

Anything that we can bring them, anything along life’s basic necessities 

that they could use — they appreciate everything,” Kuratomi said. 

“This trip is possible through donations, so the medications, the surgical 

VXSSOLHV�³�DOO�RI�WKLV�LV�WKURXJK�GRQDWLRQV�PDGH�WR�WKH�QRQSURÀW�
organization, so there’s a constant need of funding in order to make 

these trips possible. We pay our own transportation and lodging to get 

there, but there’s also a huge overhead of medical supplies and drugs 

that are necessary to make the trip successful. So, we’re always looking 

for people that are willing to make tax-deductible donations for a very 

worthy cause.”

7R�ÀQG�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�7DQ]DQLD�3URMHFW�RU�WR�PDNH�D�GRQDWLRQ��
YLVLW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ·V�ZHEVLWH�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�SKLOVLPRQFOLQLF�RUJ��

Patients await 
treatment with the 
Tanzania Project 
team outside of 

Endulen hospital.

SAN FRANCISCO — The JACL National Youth/

Student Council is pleased to announce the launch 

RI� WKH� ����� <RXWK� 'HOHJDWH� &DPSDLJQ� IRU� WKH� 
JACL National Convention in San Jose, Calif., from 

July 9-12.

The purpose of this campaign is to collaborate with 

local chapters to increase youth representation at the 

annual convention and provide youth delegates with 

the tools and training necessary to become active 

contributors and advocates for the organization.

In support of this campaign, chapters are encouraged 

to name a youth member as one of their delegates for 

the upcoming July convention.

The names of the youth delegate representatives 

should be submitted to Kota Mizutani at MDFO�GHOHJDWH�
FDPSDLJQ#JPDLO�FRP so that the NY/SC can help 

coordinate training sessions and support the youth 

members at the convention.

Additionally, the NY/SC is offering travel 

scholarships, sponsored by the JACL Legacy Fund 

*UDQW�DQG�6RXWKZHVW�$LUOLQHV��IRU�ÀYH�\RXWK�GHOHJDWHV�
to subsidize costs for chapters.

The scholarships will cover expenses for convention 

registration, round-trip Southwest Airlines airfare to/

from San Jose, hotel lodging and ground transportation 

to/from the hotel.

Applicants must be active JACL youth members 

LQ�JRRG�VWDQGLQJ��3ULRULW\�ZLOO�EH�JLYHQ�WR�ÀUVW�WLPH�
convention attendees. Recipients will be expected to 

IXOÀOO�FHUWDLQ�WDVNV�EHIRUH�DQG�GXULQJ�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQ�
DV�DQ�RIÀFLDO�YRWLQJ�GHOHJDWH�DQG�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�
stay actively involved in their local chapters following 

convention.

Youth delegates can apply for the scholarship at 

MDFO�RUJ�\RXWKGHOHJDWH� All scholarship applications 

must be submitted by April 1.

For Student/Youth members in the Northern CA-

:HVWHUQ� 19�3DFLÀF� �1&:13�� 'LVWULFW�� WKH� GLVWULFW�
is sponsoring youth to attend convention. The 

1&:13�'LVWULFW�ZLOO�VSOLW�WKH�FRVW�RI�1&:13�\RXWK�
attending convention with the local chapter. For more 

information and the application for this initiative, 

visit MDFO�RUJ�QFZQS\RXWK�
)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU�TXHVWLRQV��SOHDVH�FRQWDFW�

MDFO�GHOHJDWH�FDPSDLJQ#JPDLO�FRP�

JACL/OCA 2014 Leadership 
Summit Held in Washington, D.C.

NY/SC members at the 2013 JACL National 
Convention in Washington, D.C.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Members from across the 

FRXQWU\� DWWHQGHG� WKH� ����� -$&/�2&$� /HDGHUVKLS�
6XPPLW�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���KHOG�0DUFK������

The four-day annual summit was designed to 

broaden participants’ knowledge on issues affecting 

WKH� $$3,� DQG� FLYLO� ULJKWV� FRPPXQLW\�� DV� ZHOO� DV�
deepen their commitment to achieving equity and 

equality within their communities.

The summit’s agenda included workshops, 

GLVFXVVLRQV� DQG� SDQHOV� RQ�$$3,� FRDOLWLRQ� EXLOGLQJ�
ZLWKLQ� WKH�$$3,�FRPPXQLW\�� DGYRFDF\� WUDLQLQJ�DQG�
HQGHG�ZLWK�YLVLWV�WR�&DSLWRO�+LOO��ZKHUH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
met with Congressional staffers to lobby on 

LPPLJUDWLRQ�UHIRUP�DQG�9RWLQJ�5LJKWV�OHJLVODWLRQ�
This year’s selected JACL participants were Jessica 

$VDL� �3RUWODQG���7RVKLNR�*UDFH�+DVHJDZD� �6HDWWOH���
(PL� .DPHPRWR� �:DVKLQJWRQ�� '�&���� -DQHW� .RPRWR�
�6QDNH�5LYHU���6WHYHQ�6KDUS��36:���.HQQHWK�6RJDEH��6DQ�)UDQFLVFR���<DVXR�7RNLWD��36:���5RVHPDU\�
8\HGD��)ORULQ���-XVWLQ�9DODV��0LOH�+LJK��DQG�0DWWKHZ�:DOWHUV��7ZLQ�&LWLHV��
6SHFLDO�JXHVWV�RI�WKH�VXPPLW�LQFOXGHG�&RQJUHVVZRPDQ�&ROOHHQ�+DQDEXVD��+,�����IRUPHU�:KLWH�+RXVH�

&DELQHW�6HFUHWDU\�&KULV�/X�DQG�&RQJUHVVPDQ�0DUN�7DNDQR��&$�����
7KH�-$&/�2&$�'&�/HDGHUVKLS�6XPPLW� LV�PDGH�SRVVLEOH� WKURXJK�WKH�JHQHURXV�VXSSRUW�RI�VSRQVRUV�

State Farm and Southwest Airlines.

³�-$&/�1DWLRQDO�6WDII

JACL members attend the JACL/OCA 
Leadership Summit in Washington, D.C.
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JACL NY/SC Announces 2014 
Youth Delegate Campaign and 
Travel Scholarships

PH
O

TO
: J

O
E 

SH
YM

AN
SK

I

PH
O

TO
: R

O
D 

KU
RA

TO
M

I



ENTERTAINMENT12 March 21-April 3, 2014

The film ‘Stories From Tohoku’ 
premiered at CAAMFest 2014 
and will be screened nationwide 

at select locations. 

By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter

I
t was just over three years ago on March 11 when startling 

images of Japan’s devastating 9.0-magnitude earthquake 

and subsequent tsunami were broadcast around the world. 

Capturing personal stories of loss and resilience, those 

images moved a community of Japanese Americans thousands 

of miles away to give back. 

'LDQQH�)XNDPL��DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�ÀOP�SURGXFHU��ZDV�WKHQ�
board president of the Japanese Cultural Community Center of 

Northern California, when the calls and personal visits streamed 

in from those who wanted to help. 

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�OHDG�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��QRQSURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
PRELOL]HG�UHOLHI�HIIRUWV�LQ�WKH�8�6��WR�KHOS�YLFWLPV��7KH�
JCCCNC, Fukami says, raised $4 million to donate toward 

survivors of the devastation. 

´6R�DOO�RI�D�VXGGHQ��FRPPXQLW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�³�ZKHWKHU�
it was a local JACL group or a cultural center like us or the 

/LWWOH�7RN\R�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�GRZQ�LQ�/�$��³�ZHUH�EHFRPLQJ�
repositories for donations,” Fukami said. “And we were 

WKLQNLQJ��¶:RZ��7KDW·V�DPD]LQJ��:KDW�D�JUHDW�VWRU\��6RPHERG\�
VKRXOG�GR�D�GRFXPHQWDU\�DERXW�LW�·�7KHQ�ZH�WKRXJKW��¶:K\�QRW�
us?’”

In late 2011, Fukami teamed up with co-director Eli Olson 

DQG�SURGXFHU�'HEUD�1DNDWRPL�WR�EHJLQ�´6WRULHV�)URP�7RKRNX�µ�
D�ÀOP�WKDW�GRFXPHQWV�WKH�UHOLHI�HIIRUWV�DQG�VWRULHV�RI�VXUYLYRUV�
from the northeastern region of Japan, which was leveled by  

the tsunami. 

“I think probably the most personally riveting experience 

is sitting with the individuals and hearing their stories,” said 

Nakatomi, who served as producer. “Currently, there are still 

�������SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�WHPSRUDU\�KRXVLQJ��7KH\�
will likely not return back to a more traditional home because 

UHFRYHU\�LV�YHU\��YHU\�VORZ��6R��ZKHQ�\RX�VHH�ZKDW�WKHLU�
prospects are for the future, it’s very sad. But through it all, I 

think we were so encouraged, which we tried to capture  

LQ�WKH�ÀOP�µ
7KH�VPDOO�ÀOP�FUHZ�PDGH�IRXU�WULSV�LQ�WRWDO�WR�WKH�7RKRNX�

UHJLRQ�RI�-DSDQ�IRU�WKH�ÀOP�´6WRULHV�)URP�7RKRNX�µ�ZKLFK�
premiered March 15 at the Center for Asian American Media’s 

CAAMFest 2014. 

DOCUMENTARY CAPTURES ‘STORIES 
FROM TOHOKU,’ Three Years  After 
Japan’s Earthquake & Tsunami

Buddhist monks 
chant prayers while 
walking through 
the tsunami-
effected area of 
Inshinomaki in 
Japan’s Tohoku 
region. 
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“Listening to the survivors’ 

stories about losing everything 

and accepting those losses with 

resilience; I couldn’t even imagine. 

This resilience is a cultural trait, 

gaman — enduring the unbearable 

with dignity, and it became the 

recurring theme throughout the 

ÀOP�µ�VDLG�(OL�2OVRQ��WKH�FR�
director, in a press release. 

7KH�ÀOP�DOVR�FDSWXUHV�YROXQWHHUV�
OLNH�2O\PSLF�ÀJXUH�VNDWHU�.ULVWL�
Yamaguchi, who traveled with an 

���PHPEHU�GHOHJDWLRQ�IURP�3URMHFW�
Aloha in October and November 

RI�������7KH�JURXS�YLVLWHG�7RN\R��
Iwaki, Kesennuma, Sendai and 

Ishimomaki. 

Other volunteers and 

philanthropists were also moved 

by the stories from survivors and 

made it their mission to make a 

difference in the tsunami-torn 

regions of Japan. 

'U��3DXO�7HUDVDNL��DQ�RUJDQ�
transplant scientist, sponsored 

���/RV�$QJHOHV�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�
through the Terasaki Japan 

(GXFDWLRQ�7RXU�WR�YLVLW�WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�-XQH�RI�������
Twenty-one-year-old Megan Ono, a senior at California 

6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��/RQJ�%HDFK��ZDV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�VWXGHQWV��
The trip, she says, changed her life. 

“I had no idea what to expect,” said Ono. “I followed 

ZKDW�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�VDZ�RQ�WKH�QHZV��:KHQ�ZH�ÀUVW�
GURYH�LQ�WKHUH�ZHUH�MXVW�WKHVH�KXJH�VWDFNV�RI�FDUV�����
cars high. It was like a movie of a warzone.”

3ULRU�WR�VHHLQJ�WKH�GHYDVWDWLRQ�ÀUVWKDQG��2QR�DQG�KHU�
fellow college students in the Nikkei Student Union held 

a fundraiser called “Cranes for a Cause” that generated 

��������IRU�WKH�-DSDQHVH�5HG�&URVV��2QR�³�ZKR�
followed the news coverage of the earthquake, tsunami 

and nuclear disaster — says she still wasn’t prepared for 

the emotional impact of the trip.

“The thing that every survivor told us is that they 

want their story to be heard. They didn’t want people 

to forget. They wanted people to know that they’re still 

VWUXJJOLQJ�µ�2QR�VDLG��´6R�DIWHU�,�JUDGXDWH��,�GHÀQLWHO\�
plan on going back, whether it’s to work there, live in 

Japan, to visit Tohoku and give back or reconnect with 

the relationships I made.”

The Japanese government estimates that the 

HDUWKTXDNH�DQG�WVXQDPL�FDXVHG�VRPH����WULOOLRQ�\HQ��
RU������ELOOLRQ��LQ�GDPDJHV��$�WRWDO�RI��������SHRSOH�
ZHUH�FRQÀUPHG�GHDG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3ROLFH�
Agency of Japan. The tsunami, the Japanese government 

HVWLPDWHV��PRYHG���PLOOLRQ�WRQV�RI�GHEULV�RIIVKRUH��ZLWK�
���SHUFHQW�VLQNLQJ��

�9ROXQWHHUV�DQG�WKH�ÀOPPDNHUV�
who traveled to Tohoku took 

back with them souvenirs made 

IURP�VXUYLYRUV�DQG�ÀUVWKDQG�
impressions. 

“One house that I remember 

very distinctly looked like the 

people had just abandoned it very 

quickly,” said Fukami, of visiting 

Kesennuma. “There was a photo 

DOEXP�RQ�WKH�OLYLQJ�URRP�ÁRRU��
and in the dusky time of day, 

the wind was blowing and these 

pages of a photo album were sort 

RI�ÁDSSLQJ�³�\RX�FRXOG�VHH�DOO�
the photos in there. I didn’t touch 

them. It was just too previous for 

me to touch. I could see that there 

were family pictures in there, and 

I knew that those people would 

never come back.”

 Fukami and Nakatomi, both 

6DQVHL�ZKR�PHW�LQ������WKURXJK�
an education delegation to 

Japan, say they have plans to 

air “Stories From Tohoku” on 

3%6�LQ�0D\��7KH\�DUH�DOVR�
hoping to get the film translated 

to air on Japanese television. 

Nakatomi said they had ambitiously expected to 

finish the documentary by the first anniversary of 

the earthquake and tsunami. “We’re happy that it’s 

completed. We’re really encouraged by some of the 

early reviews that we’re getting.”

The film’s next stop is the Los Angeles Asian 

3DFLILF�)LOP�)HVWLYDO�RQ�0D\�����DW�WKH�-DSDQHVH�
$PHULFDQ�1DWLRQDO�0XVHXP·V�7DWHXFKL�'HPRFUDF\�
Forum. 

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�XSFRPLQJ�  
VFUHHQLQJV�RI��´6WRULHV�)URP�7RKRNX�µ�YLVLW�  
ZZZ�VWRULHVIURPWRKRNX�FRP�

March 21-April 3, 2014       ENTERTAINMENT
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CALENDAR14 March 21-April 3, 2014
A NATIONAL GUIDE TO NOTABLE COMMUNITY EVENTS

ADVERTISE HERE
Events in the calendar  

section are listed based on 

space availability. Place a 

‘Spotlight’ ad with 

photos of your event for 

maximum exposure.

FOR MORE INFO:

UHSLH'WHJPÄJJP[PaLU�VYN�
(800) 966-6157

CALENDAR
>>NATIONAL

The 45th Annual National  
JACL Convention
SAN JOSE, CA
July 9-12
Double Tree by Hilton
2050 Gateway Place
The 2014 JACL National  
Convention’s theme is “We 
Are America.” National JACL 
is accepting proposals for 
convention workshops  
scheduled on July 11 from  
10 a.m.-noon. The deadline  
to submit a workshop  
proposal form is April 30. 
Info: Email dc@jacl.org or visit 
www.jacl.org.

>>EDC

Art Exhibit: The Creative  
Process in Modern  
Japanese Printmaking
BOSTON, MA
Thru Aug. 17
Museum of Fine Arts Boston
465 Huntington Ave.
The exhibit displays 20th c 
entury Japanese shin hanga 
and sosaku hanga prints. 
Headlining the showcase is 
Yoshida Hiroshi’s “Sailboats,” 
six large woodblock prints.
Info: Call (617) 267-9300  
or visit www.mfa.org.

JAA of New York’s Spring  
Flea Market
NEW YORK, NY
April 5, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Japanese American  
Association of New York
15 W. 44th St., 11th Floor
;OPZ�MHTPS`�MYPLUKS`�ÅLH�THY-
ket, to be held in the JAA Hall, 
will feature new and used 

clothes, chinaware, jewelry 
and more items for sale. 
Info: Call (212) 840-6942, ext. 
6899, or visit www.jaany.org.

>>NCWNP

AARP Senior Driving  
Refresher Course
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
June 12, 1-5 p.m.
Japanese Cultural and 
Community Center of 
Northern California
1840 Sutter St.
Cost: $15/JCCCNC or AARP 
Members; $20/Nonmembers
This four-hour AARP  
Smart Driver Course is for  
individuals 50 years or older 
who previously took the  
eight-hour class and need to 
\WKH[L�[OLPY�JLY[PÄJH[L��:VTL�
graduates may be eligibile for 
a car insurance discount. 
info: Visit www.jcccnc.org, 
call (415) 567-5505 or email  
programsevents@jcccnc.org.

Northern California Cherry 
Blossom Festival 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
April 12-13, April 19-20,  
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Japantown (Post Street, 
between Laguna and Fillmore 
Streets)
The Northern California  
Cherry Blossom Festival 
draws more than 200,000  
attendees every year. The 
festival includes food booths, 
ikebana, live performances, 
a Japanese tea ceremony, 
martial arts exhibitions and 
the Queen Program. 
Info: Visit www.sfcherry 
blossom.org, email info@ 
sfcherryblossom.org or  

call (415) 563-2313.

Lecture: After Camp, Post-War 
Nisei Life and Politics
SAN JOSE, CA
May 3, 1 p.m.
Japanese American Museum  
of San Jose
535 N. Fifth St.
Cost: $5/Nonmembers; $3/ 
Students and Seniors; Free/ 
Children and JAMsj Members
Japanese American scholar 
and historian Greg  
Robinson will answer the 
questions concerning what 
happened after some 120,000 
persons of Japanese decent 
were unjustly incarcerated 
during World War II. 
Info: Visit www.jamsj.org or  
call (408) 294-3138.

>>PSW

Sara Hutchings Clardy  
Scholarship and Grad Luncheon
PHOENIX, AZ
April 27, 12:30 p.m.
China Chili Restaurant
302 E. Flower St.
Cost: $25/General Admission
Join the Arizona JACL  
Chapter for the 53rd  
annual Sara Hutchings Clardy 
Scholarship and Graduates 
Luncheon and Gold Saguaro 
Tribute. The keynote speaker 
will be Arizona U.S. Marshall 
David Gonzales. RSVP no 
later than April 20. 
Info: Call Michele Namba 
at (623) 572-9913 or email 
m.namba@cox.net.

JANM 2014 Gala Dinner
LOS ANGELES, CA
April 12, 5 p.m.
Hyatt Regency Century  

Plaza Hotel 
2025 Avenue of the Stars
Cost: $250-$1,000/Individual 
Tickets; $1,750-$100,000/ 
Sponsored Tables
The Japanese American 
National Museum’s 2014 Gala 
Dinner theme explores the 
history of Japanese  
Americans in sports. The 
event will begin with a silent 
auction and reception. Jamie 
Hagiya, Scott Fujita and Wat 
Misaka are scheduled to  
attend the dinner and  
program. The Young  
Professionals Network will 
hold an after party at X-Bar. 
RSVP with dinner reply forms 
by March 31. 
Info: Visit www.janm.org/ 
dinner2014 or email  
specialevents@janm.org.

Power of Commission Hearings: 
First Person Voices  
of Japanese Americans
TORRANCE, CA
May 3, 1-3 p.m.
Katy Geissert Civic Center  
Library, Community Meeting Room
3301 Torrance Blvd.
The 1981 Commission on 
Wartime Relocation and  
Internment of Civilians  
hearings that marked the  
redress movement for  
Japanese Americans will be  
commemorated in this event 
that will include insights and 
excerpts from the hearings. 
Info: Visit www.library.torrance 
ca.gov or call (310) 618-5959.

Temecula Wine and  
Music Festival
TEMECULA, CA
May 3, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Vail Lake Resort

38000 Hwy. 79
Cost: $45/General Admission; 
$65/Gold Seating; $120/ 
Platinum Tables Seating;  
$250/VIP
This year’s 10th Annual  
Temecula Wine and Music 
festival will include a lineup of 
WYVSPÄJ�WLYMVYTLYZ��LSL]LU� 
local and international  
wineries and over 40 vendors. 
Info: Visit www.temeculawine 
andmusicfestival.com or call 
(951) 696-0184.

>>MDC

Samurai: Beyond the  
Sword Art Exhibit
DETROIT, MI
Thru June 1
Detroit Institute of Arts Museum
5200 Woodward Ave.
Cost: $16/General Admission; 
$8/Youth 
Samurai: Beyond the Sword is 
an exhibit that looks at how  
military arts, culture and  
spirituality intersect. Exhibit  
sponsors include Toyota, 
DENSO International America, 
E. Rhodes and Leona B.  
Carpenter Foundation and 
Yazaki North America. 
Info: Call (313) 833-7900 or visit 
www.dia.org.                  Q

National Cherry Blossom Festival
WASHINGTON, D.C.
Thru April 13
National Cherry Blossom Festival  
Headquarters, Union Station
50 Massachusetts Ave., N.E.
Every spring when the cherry blossom 
trees are in bloom, visitors gather to  
celebrate the friendship between the  
U.S. and Japan in this festival. Enjoy  
hands-on cultural activities for the whole 
family, Tidal Basin paddle boating, the 
Blossom Kite Festival, sake tasting,  
a kimono fundraiser, art exhibits,  
performances and more. 
Info: Visit www.nationalcherryblossom 
festival.org or call (877) 44-BLOOM.



$Q]DL��0XWVXNR����, Torrance, 
CA; Feb. 16; survived by hus-
band, Yoshio; children, Noreen 
(Michael) Nishiki and Wesley 
(Kathy); siblings, Toshie (Masa-
toshi) Ueda, Fumiko Oka, and 
Fusako Kitano; sister-in- law, 
Yoko; also survived by many 
nieces, nephews and other rela-
tives; 5 gc. 

$RR��5HL�+LURNR������North Hol-
lywood, CA; Feb. 23; survived by 
husband, Shigeki Kamitakahara; 
sister, Reiko (Yi Hua Yang).

$UDNL��<RVKLNDQH������Santa 
Maria, CA; Oct. 31; survived by 
wife, Peggy E. Araki; daughters, 
Jeanne (Rich) Dickey Corinne 
(Michael) Araki-Kawaguchi 
Roxanne (Gary) DeJarnatt; 
sisters Y.Ruthe Fujishige, Jane 
Kagawa,brother Dennis (Bar-
bara) Araki, Sister-in-Law, Bernie 
Araki. 4 gc. 

)XMLNDZD��6DFKL������Salinas, 
CA; March 3; survived by nieces 
and nephews, Judy (Jack) Lew, 
Michael (Karie Bessho) Matsuda, 
Glenn, Lor Diegel, Donna; 2 
grandnieces, Jade Lew and Lexi 
Diegel. 

)XMLWD��0HULNR����� Highland, 
CA; March 1; survived by 
daughters, Dr. Eri (Takehiko Phil) 
Yasuhara and Miki (Ron) Swick; 
1 gc.

+DPDL��.D\�.D]X\R������Gar-
dena, CA; Feb. 27; survived by 
her husband, Kazuo; son, Joe 
(Janie); daughter, Sharon (Jiro) 
Akasaka; brother, Fred Akira 
Kitada; also many nieces, neph-
ews and other relatives; 4 gc. 

+DUDEH��.LQXH����� Fountain 
Valley, CA; Feb. 21; survived by 
daughters, Sayoko Aoto, Tsu-
tae, and Shoko (Chuck) Hull; 
also survived by many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives; 3 
gc; 3 ggc. 

,VRPRWR��.D]XR�´0LNH�µ�
76, Culver City, CA; Feb. 23; 
survived by wife, Jean Keiko 
Isomoto; children Darolyn (Alvin) 
Goya; 2 gc; 8 ggc. 

,ZDWD��)XPL����� Los Angeles, 
CA; March 2; survived by sister, 
Toshiko Iwata; nephews Gordon, 
Russell and Dean (Carolyn) Iwa-
ta; cousin Yoshiyasu Iwata and 
long-time friend, Roni Miyakawa.

.LPXUD��0D\������Los Angeles, 
CA; Feb. 11; survived by hus-
band, Ben; daughters, Rochelle 
(Rick) Dumlao, Debbie (Tony) Al-
varez, and Marcia; siblings, Yosh 

Takakuwa, Tomi Gyotoku, and 
Michi Lai; she is also survived by 
nieces, nephews and other rela-
tives; 3 gc; 3 ggc. 

.LQMR��7DH������Arcadia, CA; 
Feb. 11; predeceased by 
husband Tosh; survived by her 
brothers, Yusuke, Hideo and Ray 
(Yoko) Omori.

0DWVXPRWR��0LQRUX�+HQU\����� 
Orange, CA; Feb. 16; survived 
by daughters, Michie Noma 
of Japan, and Kimie (Fred) ; 
brother, Hiroshi; sister-in-law, 
Satsuko Kimura of Japan; also 
survived by many nieces, neph-
ews and other relatives in U.S. 
and Japan; 5 gc; 6 ggc. 

Mayeda, Henry Shigeo, 87, 
California; Feb. 19; veteran of 
WWII; survived by wife, Sadako 
Mayeda; daughters, Judy (Mike) 
Wong, Janet (Mark) Mayeda-Le-
tourneau, Joyce Mayeda-Wong; 
also survived by many other 
relatives; 4 gc. 

0XUDNDPL��7RNL����� Monterey 
Park, CA; Feb. 23; survived 
by husband, Haruki Murakami; 
daughter, Laura (Jonathan) 
Kono; son, Gregg Murakami; 
brother, Tosh Saito; Also sur-
vived by many nieces, nephews 
and other relatives; 3 gc. 

Ninomiya, Calvin, 87, Chevy 
Chase, MD; Feb. 28; a retired 
chief counsel of the U.S. Treasury 
Department Bureau of Public 
Debt; born in Seattle, Mr. Ninomi-
ya was unjuslty interned with his 
family at Jerome before serving 
in teh Army; he retired from the 
U.S. Treasury in 1995;  he served 
as acting chair of the NJAVC; 
he developed and managed the 
JAVA scholarship program; he is 
survived by his wife of 55 years, 
Hannelore; children Lisa, Ro-
land and Erik; elder sister Rose 
Masuda; and several nieces and 
nephews.

2GD��&ODUD�<XULNR����� Chino 
Hills, CA; Feb. 11; survived by 
children and their spouses: Ken-
neth, Kathleen (Wilson), Lynn 
(Roland), Carolyn (Clifford), Rus-
sell, and Mitchell (Celia); 10 gc. 

2LVKL��$OLFH�0L\DNR����� Gar-
dena, CA; March 4; survived by 
husband, Jimmy R.; son, Robert 
Y. (Jihyon M.); her sisters, Aiko 
Muranaka and Sadae Uwahori 
and other relatives; 3 gc. 

Oyama, Nori (Hayashida), 91, 
Caldwell, ID; March 3; prede-
ceased by father Kenta, mother, 
Kame, and brothers, Satoru, 

Shigeyuki, and Seichi; survived 
by husband, Roy; three sons and 
their wives, Terry and Kathleen, 
Alan, and Greg and Laraina; 
also survived by her sister, Fumi 
Ogawa and numerous nieces 
and nephews; 4 gc.

6DWR��7HG�7�������San Gabriel, 
CA; Feb. 14; he was interned at 
Poston during WWII; survived by 
three daughters, Lynn (Craig W. 
Smith) Sato-Smith, Roxanne Be-
jar and Debbie (Frank M. Saito) 
Saito; 6 gc.

6RUDRND��*HQ]R����� Wahiawa, 
HI; Oct. 26; interned during WWII 
at Gila River; retired from the 
U.S. Army; survived by his wife 
Julia Toshi Soraoka; children, 
Linda, Edward (Karen), Daniel 
(Cynthia), and Thomas (Naomi) 
Soraoka, 5 gc.

Tamanaha, Roy Koichi, 78, 
Montebello, CA; Feb. 16; 
survived by his wife, Frances 
Tamanaha; son, Troy Tamanaha; 
daughter, Tamara Tamanaha; 
also many relatives. 

8MLPRUL��5REHUW�.D]X������
California; Feb. 23; survived 
by wife, Isela; parents, Harvey 
(Kay); grandmother, Emi Taka-
mtasu; siblings, Mark (Kristen) 
and Joanna; aunt, Gayle (Rick) 
Wada; uncle, Wesley (Stacy) and 
Dennis; also survived by aunts, 
uncles, and cousins.

8QRXUD��'DYLG�.L\RVKL������La 
Mesa, CA; Feb. 14; survived by 
wife, Mary; children, Debby and 
Deric (Susan) Unoura; brothers-
in-law, Roy (Kiyo) Sato and 
Joe (Mari) Sato; also survived 
by many uncles, aunts, nieces, 
nephews and other relatives.

:DNL��$VD\H����� Los Ange-
les, CA; Feb. 25; survived by 
daughter, Mitsuko (Yoshikazu) 
Osako; daughter-in-law, Tomoko 
Waki; brother, Tsutomu (Yaeko) 
Ikenaga of Japan; sister-in-law, 
Chieko Ikenaga; she is also 
survived by cousins and other 
relatives; 3 gc; 4 ggc.  Q
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Berkeley, Calif., Feb. 23, 2014
Survived by sons, Melvin (Michi), 

Stephen (Patty); daughter, Lorene 
Nakagiri (Gary); grandchildren, Melany 
Yeung, Brent Nakagiri (San Mateo JACL 
Pres.), Rachelle and Kevin Okawa; great-
grandchildren, Naomi and Ryan Yeung, 
Matthew Okawa.

HARUKO OKAWA, 101

TRIBUTES

Yoshiro Katsura, a well-loved and honorable man, died Jan. 30, 2014. 
in Ventura, Calif., where he had lived for several years. He was born on 
Oct. 15, 1934, in Oakland, Calif., to Tomiichiro and Tsuru Katsura. The 
family lived in Berkeley except for the years when they were interned 
at Topaz, Utah. After the war, the family returned to Berkeley per his 
mother’s wishes so that Yosh and his three brothers could attend  
U.C. Berkeley.

Yosh graduated from Berkeley High School where he was the student 
body president and participated in football and diving. He then went on 
to graduate from U.C. Berkeley, School of Engineering. While there, he 
played football and rugby (including in Vancouver, Canada). Even in 
his 70s, Yosh was recognized by people who remembered him for his 
athletic achievements.

Yosh was a registered professional engineer. After working some 
WLPH�IRU�RWKHU�FRPSDQLHV��KH�RSHQHG�KLV�RZQ�ÀUP��.DWVXUD�&RQVXOWLQJ�
Engineers.  He specialized in water and waste-water treatment facilities.  
His work can be seen around California, especially in Ventura and Los 
Angeles counties, even alongside the Grapevine. He also completed 
projects in South Korea.

Once Yosh allowed himself to slow down his business, he and Betty 
took wonderful trips, near and far. Highlights include walking through 
crop circles in England, visiting Japan during cherry blossom time and 
taking Betty to Okinawa, where she lived when she was young. 

Yosh was an intelligent man who was well informed of national and 
world news. At one time, he read three newspapers a day.  He read 
books on political and economic subjects. He enjoyed PBS, NPR, 
classical music, ballet and plays. He was a member of the Ventura 
County chapter of JACL and had served as president.  When reminiscing 
about activities with JACL, he would simply say, “Good times.”

Yosh was a witty and humorous man who loved to laugh and made 
people laugh, often without intending to do so. His humorous sayings 
and stories became known as “Yoshisms.” To the end, to meet Yosh 
was to love him. His kindness, honesty and goodness were evident and 
drew people to him.

Yosh’s loss is mourned by Betty, his wife, his three daughters and their 
husbands, Kimiye and Larry Cronin, Miyoko and Michael Sawamura, 
Midori and Jeff Resler, and his son, Ken Katsura. His brother and sister-
in-law, Toshiro and Irene Katsura, and his sister-in-law, Teri Katsura, 
survive him. Missing him also are Betty’s daughter, Alisa Van Order, 
her husband, Tim Bukovszky, and their children, Jeremiah and Paige.

Yosh was a modest man and wished to have no services. While he 
would have found this tribute much too wordy and immodest, it is a 
celebration of the life of this wonderful man and an acknowledgement 
of our love and respect for him.

A man so deeply loved is deeply mourned and will be missed forever.

<26+,52�.$7685$
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BELLY DANCING >> continued from page 3 WHY >> continued from page 3

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND, WASHING-
TON — Inspired by the legacy of a com-

munity that welcomed its Japanese Ameri-

can friends and neighbors home after World 

:DU� ,,�� YROXQWHHUV�ZLOO� JDWKHU� DW� WKH�%DLQ-

EULGJH�,VODQG�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�([FOXVLRQ� 
Memorial for “Service and Community” on 

0DUFK����IURP����D�P����S�P�
9ROXQWHHUV� ZLOO� RIIHU� ODQGVFDSH� PDLQWH-

nance and improvements to the National 

+LVWRULF� 6LWH��ZKLFK� LV� ORFDWHG� DW� 3ULWFKDUG�
3DUN�RQ�%DLQEULGJH�,VODQG�

The event will be hosted by the private 

QRQSURÀW�%DLQEULGJH�,VODQG�-DSDQHVH�$PHU-
LFDQ�([FOXVLRQ�0HPRULDO�$VVQ��$SSURSULDWH�
work clothing, gloves and gardening tools 

DUH� DSSUHFLDWHG�� 'XULQJ� WKH� FOHDQXS�� YLVL-
tors are encouraged to enjoy guided tours of 

the memorial site, with some tours actually 

hosted by incarceration survivors. Lessons 

on how to create origami paper peace cranes 

will also be offered to children.

In addition, the day’s events will mark 

WKH� ��QG� DQQLYHUVDU\� RI� WKH� ÀUVW� -DSDQHVH�
Americans placed in concentration camps. 

An informal commemoration to celebrate 

the broad community partnership that made 

the memorial site a reality will be held at 

������ D�P��� WKH� DSSUR[LPDWH� WLPH� ZKHQ�
WKH� IHUU\�.HKORNHQ�GHSDUWHG� WKH�(DJOHGDOH� 
)HUU\� 'RFN� ZLWK� ���� %DLQEULGJH� ,VODQG�
men, women and children onboard. 

Invited guests include representatives 

IURP� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� 3DUN� 6HUYLFH�� &LW\� RI�
%DLQEULGJH� ,VODQG��%DLQEULGJH� ,VODQG�0HW-
URSROLWDQ� 3DUNV� DQG� 5HFUHDWLRQ� 'LVWULFW��
%DLQEULGJH� ,VODQG�+LVWRU\�0XVHXP��%DLQ-

bridge Island Japanese American Commu-

QLW\�DQG�WKH�%DLQEULGJH�,VODQG�1RUWK�.LWVDS�
Interfaith Council.  Q

Double Your Tax Return
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Deposit your tax return electronically and we will give you a loan for twice 
the amount**.  You can pay off bills, consolidate debt, or buy that new item 
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After you pay off your loan, you still have money from your tax return in your 
savings account!

The memorial wall — made of old-growth red cedar, granite and basalt — dis-
plays the names of the JA Bainbridge Islanders who were incarcerated during 
World War II.

Wikipedia explains white privilege thus: “The term denotes both obvious and less 

obvious unspoken advantages that white persons may not recognize they have, which 

GLVWLQJXLVKHV�LW�IURP�RYHUW�ELDV�RU�SUHMXGLFH��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�FXOWXUDO�DIÀUPDWLRQV�RI�
one’s own worth; presumed greater social status; and freedom to move, buy, work, play 

and speak freely. The concept of white privilege also implies the right to assume the 

universality of one’s own experiences, marking others as different or exceptional while 

perceiving oneself as normal. It can be compared to and/or combined with the concept of 

male privilege.”

Most people of color that I know are familiar with this concept — even older JAs who 

may not be so interested in stirring the pot and complaining about such social inequities. 

Too many of the white people I know unfortunately don’t know the term and deny  

the concept. 

9RORNK·V�UHVSRQVH�ZDV�XQGHUVFRUHG�E\�D�EXQFK�RI�FRPPHQWV��PRVW�RI�ZKLFK�DJUHHG�ZLWK�
him and disparaged Jarrar. 

I’m not as much a hard-liner as Jarrar. I’ve known too many white Japanophiles who 

speak better 1LKRQJR than me, who have learned Japanese dancing and music, or folk arts, 

or cooking, or martial arts, from authentic traditional masters. I don’t think these people 

are misappropriating our culture — my culture — for their own ends or show a phony 

appreciation for Japan or Asia. 

There’s a level of respect that allows cultures to spread from one geopolitical time and 

place to others. And in this shrinking, connected world we live in, the spread of cultures 

happens even faster than ever before. 

So, I’m OK with teenaged fans putting on a bathrobe and thinking they’re paying homage 

WR�WKHLU�IDYRULWH�DQLPH�DV�LI�WKH\·UH�ZHDULQJ�D�UHDO�NLPRQR��%XW�,�GR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�OHYHO�
RI�REMHFWLÀFDWLRQ�LV�MXVW�VFUDWFKLQJ�WKH�VXUIDFH�DQG�LV�QRW�UHDO��:KHQ�WKDW�IDQ�JRHV�RQ�WR�
study Japanese in college and serves as a bridge for Japanese culture and commerce as an 

adult, I’ll know that her teenaged obsession was real and respectful. 

)RU�QRZ��,�FDQ�SXW�XS�ZLWK�VHHLQJ�KHU�DQG�KHU�IULHQGV�DW�WKH�&KHUU\�%ORVVRP�)HVWLYDO��DQG�
I’ll roll my eyes and put up with bad belly dancing palmed off as the “real thing” at  

D�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�UHVWDXUDQW�

*LO�$VDNDZD�LV�D�FXUUHQW�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�3�&��(GLWRULDO�%RDUG�DQG�IRUPHU� 
3�&��%RDUG�&KDLU��+LV�EORJ�LV�DW�ZZZ�QLNNHLYLHZ�FRP��DQG�KH�DOVR�LV�WKH�-DSDQHVH�
H[SHUW�IRU�$QVZHUV�FRP�DW�ZZZ�MDSDQHVHDQVZHUV�FRP�

7KHUH�DUH�WKRVH��OLNH�WKH�UHVLVWHUV��WKH�1R�1R�%R\V��WKH�UHQXQFLDQWV�DQG�RWKHUV��ZKR�
may have legitimate gripes against the JACL for what happened to them personally in the 

HQYLURQPHQW�RI�::,,��1R�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�WKDW��%XW�GLGQ·W�ZH�GHDO�ZLWK�WKHVH�LVVXHV�GXULQJ�
the redress campaign when we hashed all of this out and by a formal public apology to  

WKH�UHVLVWHUV"
%XW�WKH\�DUH�QRW�WKH�RQHV�,·P�WDONLQJ�DERXW��,W·V�WKH�RWKHUV�ZKR�VHHP�XQDEOH�WR�JHW�RYHU�

the organization’s past.

It’s a pretty big stretch, it seems to me, to judge behavior or attitudes found in the 

-$&/�EDFN�LQ��VD\��WKH�����V�E\�WRGD\·V�VWDQGDUGV��,W�ZDV�VXFK�D�GLIIHUHQW�WLPH��DQG�
social conditions for Asians in this country were nothing like they are today (that’s even 

WUXH�DERXW�WKH�·��V�DQG�·��V���7R�WDON�DERXW�WKLQJV�OLNH�DVVLPLODWLRQ�DQG�SDWULRWLVP�DQG�
WR�FULWLFL]H�WKH�-$&/�IRU�DGYRFDWLQJ�HLWKHU�RU�ERWK�UHÁHFWV�DQ�LQDELOLW\�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�
GLIÀFXOW�VRFLDO�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�WKH�WLPHV�IRU�$VLDQV��,W�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�FULWLFL]LQJ�EODFNV� 
for being so acquiescent in the pre-civil rights South or like criticizing the Chinese 

community on the West Coast for wearing “I Am Chinese” lapel buttons after Japan’s 

DWWDFN�RQ�3HDUO�+DUERU��
Assimilation, patriotism, accepting your social status, disassociating and distinguishing 

— those were all survival mechanisms, ways to get through your day without being 

hassled or threatened with harm.

It’s easy enough to look back over a span of time and judge someone’s behavior if you 

haven’t walked in his or her shoes. Of course the JACL and the community strove to 

DVVLPLODWH�DQG�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�DV�$PHULFDQ�DV�DQ\RQH�HOVH��%XW�LQ�GRLQJ�VR��WKH\�ZHUH�
QR�GLIIHUHQW�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU�LPPLJUDQW�JURXS�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\��%\�WKH�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ��
assimilation and acceptance are important to all newcomers.

6R��LW�FRPHV�EDFN�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��´:K\"µ�:K\�LV�WKH�-$&/�VXFK�D�IDYRULWH�WDUJHW"�'RQ·W�
tell me controversial decisions of the past. We’ve been over that so many times that it’s 

boring, quite frankly. And don’t tell me urging the Nisei to be more American (whatever 

that meant), because if that’s the criticism, show me an immigrant community that didn’t 

hold those things as important to their becoming Americans.

Now, if those same critics want to take on the JACL for what it is or isn’t today, that’s  

a different matter. Or, if they want to take me on for my leadership during redress or  

post-9/11, as the saying goes, bring it on!

�-RKQ�7DWHLVKL�LV�D�IRUPHU�-$&/�QDWLRQDO�GLUHFWRU�

Bainbridge Island Set to 
Commemorate 72nd Anniversary 
of JAs During WWII PH
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