
Doi, Jeffrey, 30, Sacramento, 
CA, April 23; Eagle Scout, Troop 
611; activities: San Jose Bud-
dhist Church Betsuin; he was 
predeceased by his grandpar-
ents, Iwao Nakao and George 
and Ruby Doi; he is survived by 
his parents, Steven and Janice 
Doi; brother, Michael Doi (Irene 
Antonio Doi); grandmother, Kyo-
ko Nakao; he is also survived by 
many aunts, uncles and cousins.
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Franklin Odo, the Ha-
waii-born author, academician 
and activist whose achieve-
ments and endeavors in research 
and historical inquiry in the 
area of Asian American Studies 
led to his becoming the inau-
gural director of the Smithso-
nian’s Asian Pacific American  
Program for a 13-yearlong stint 
beginning in 1997, died Sept. 
28. He was 83.

Odo’s career in academia also 
included teaching at Occidental 
College; University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles; California 
State University, Long Beach; 
University of Pennsylvania; 
Hunter College; Princeton Uni-
versity; Columbia University; 
University of Hawaii at Ma-
noa; and University of Mary-
land-College Park.

Odo’s most recent-position 
was teaching American Studies 
at Amherst College. Provost and 
Dean of the Faculty Catherine 
Epstein, in an email dated Sept. 
30 and sent to faculty and staff, 
wrote: “We have been fortunate 
to have Franklin as a member 
of our community since 2015. 
His colleagues praise his tre-
mendous intellect and range of 
knowledge; his generosity of 
spirit and kindness; his modes-

ty; and his mentorship of 
faculty and students.”

As a writer and/or edi-
tor, Odo’s output includes 
“Roots: An Asian Amer-
ican Reader” (with Amy 
Tachiki, Eddie Wong and 
Buck Wong), “A Pictorial 
History of the Japanese 
in Hawai’i, 1885-1924” 
(with Kazuko Sinoto), 
“No Sword to Bury: Jap-
anese Americans in Ha-
wai’i During World War 
II,” “The Columbia Doc-
umentary History of the 
Asian American Expe-
rience” and “Voices From the 
Canefields: Folksongs From 
Japanese Immigrant Workers in 
Hawai’i.”

In a statement on behalf of 
the museum, Japanese Amer-
ican National Museum Presi-
dent and CEO Ann Burroughs 
said, “We are deeply saddened 
by Franklin’s passing. He  
was a respected scholar and  
pioneer in Asian American 
Studies and a great friend to the 
museum. His contributions to 
JANM, academia and Japanese 
American history will always 
be treasured.”

Phil Tajitsu Nash, an Asian 
American Studies Program pro-

fessor at the University 
of Maryland, noted in 
a Facebook reminis-
cence of how he had 
more than “four decades 
of memories of Franklin, 
going back to my earliest 
days as a teacher of Asian 
American History and 
using ‘Roots,’ a book that he 
co-edited in 1971, as one of my 
textbooks.”

Continuing, Nash wrote, 
“Franklin had the charisma and 
infectious smile and generosity 
of spirit that drew everyone to 
him as he became the Johnny 
Appleseed of Asian American 
Studies,” a reference to his in-
fluence and involvement in the 

movement to promote Asian 
American Studies at the uni-
versity level nationwide. “He 
had the credentials to make a  
career for himself at a prestigious 
private school, but he chose  
to work at many public and  
private universities with the 
children of all classes so that 

ethnic studies and cultural com-
petence would be available to 
everyone, not just a few elites.”

Indeed, Odo’s educational 
résumé included degrees from 
Princeton University (B.A. and 
Ph.D.) and Harvard University 
(M.A.).

Nash further praised Odo, 
writing: “Franklin also used his 
power and privilege to elevate 

the rest of us in important 
ways, as he did when he had 
me appointed as a curator at 
the Smithsonian for the Asian 
Pacific American Program at 
the 2010 Smithsonian Folklife 
Festival. 

“I had been teaching Asian 
American History for 26 years 

by that time, but I had 
no idea how to curate a 
program on that scale: 
10 days of programs on 
the National Mall and 
online. Luckily, Frank-
lin knew all of the peo-
ple to talk to, the arcane 
processes to follow and 
the bridges to build to 
make the program suc-
cessful.”

At its 2008 National 
Convention, the JACL 
presented to Odo its 
President’s Award. 

Odo is survived 
by his wife, Enid; their sons,  
David and Jonathan, and daugh-
ter, Rachel; brother, Alan; and 
four grandchildren.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: An oral 
history conducted by the UCLA 
Asian American Studies Center 
with Franklin Odo can be viewed 
at tinyurl.com/bdhhvpj5.)              
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Franklin Odo (fourth from left) was pictured
in the Aug. 1, 2008, Pacific Citizen. He re-
ceived the JACL’s President’s Award during 
the Sayonara Banquet at the organization’s 
National Convention in Salt Lake City.

Frank Odo in an undated 
photo from Pacific Citizen’s
photo archive

Allen, Susan Bernadette Oka-
zaki, 69, Vista, CA, Aug. 4; she is 
survived by her husband, Michael; 
children, Andrew and Arin McNe-
mar; siblings, Teri-Ann, Barbara, 
Tommy and Gary, gc: 2.

Beal, Asako (Arakaki), 75,  
Motobu, Okinawa-ken, Japan  
(former resident of HI); Sept. 4.

Doi, Edward Tadashi, 92,  
Keaukaha, HI, Aug. 26.

Hamano, Richard Yuzo, 67, La 
Mirada, CA, Aug. 22; he is sur-
vived by his sister, Marjorie Hama-
no (Donald R.) Currier, two uncles, 
three aunts many other relatives.

Harrison, Avis Keiko, 70, Las Ve-
gas, NV, Aug. 30; she is survived 
by her husband, Joe; daughters, 
Jennifer (Mickey) Karacsonyi and 
Jamie (Matthew) Lopez; siblings, 
Keith, Terry and Lori; gc: 2.

Hashimoto Inouye, Joyce Eiko, 
88, Honolulu, HI, June 8.

Ide, Itsuro, 89, Cupertino, CA,  
July 25; alumnus, Univ. of Hawaii; 
he is survived by his wife, Kay; chil-
dren, Bradley (Kimberly), Robert 
(Diana) and Leslie; sister, Setsu-
mi Ozawa; he is also survived by 
many nieces and nephews; gc: 3.

Ota, Marian, 77, Mequon, WI, June 
14; she is survived by her children, 
Darlene McCann, Robert McCann, 
Tamaye Ota and Ronald (Amy) 
Ota; siblings, Richard (Charlotte) 
Boltz, Augustine “Lee” Boltz and 
Janet (Mike) Holman; gc: 6; ggc.

Toyama, Jean, 86, Elk Grove, 
CA, Aug. 31; during WWII, her 
family and she were incarcerat-
ed at the Heart Mountain WRA 
Center in WY; B.A.,  Sacramento 
State College; she was prede-
ceased by her brothers, James 
and Jun; she is survived by her 
husband, Fred; children, Kelly 
(Michael), Ryan and Jill; sister, 
Judi Akemi; sisters-in-law, Sha-
ron Sakauye and Toshi Toyama; 
brothers-in-law, William (Nancy) 
Toyama; Lindley (Janice) Toya-
ma; uncle, Charles Uyeda; aunt, 
Toshiko Uyeda; gc: 2.               n    
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