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O MEMORIAM

Arakawa, Marie Keoho, 93,
Kaneohe, HI, Feb. 23.

Bungo, Shirley Natsumi, 78, San
Jose, CA, July 26; B.A., English,
M.A., education; she is survived by
her husband, Ron; children, Kelly
and Jennifer; sons-in-law, Sergio
and Dennis; gc: 4.

Fujii, Mark M., 59, Honolulu, HI,
Jan. 15; 2 B.A.s, University of
Hawaii; he is survived by his wife,
Colleen; stepson, Anthony Pirl
(Marian); sister, Stacey Fuijii; and
brother-in-law, John Walz.

Fujimoto, Kazumaro ‘Kent,’” 91,
Dunedin, FL, March 16.

Fukuhara, Joe Susumu, 90,
Oceanside, CA, April 14; veteran,
Army; his activities included Japa-
nese Language School Kyodo Sys-
tem, Rafu Chuo Gakuen, Hiroshima
Kenijin-kai, Little Tokyo Lions Club,
Little Tokyo Business Assn., Little
Tokyo Community Development
Advisory Committee and Japanese
American Community Credit Union;
he was predeceased by his sister,
Shizumi; he is survived by his wife,
Yoriko; daughters, Christine Reiko
(McDaniel), Eileen Michiko (Giese)
and Janet Shizue (Fukuhara); sister,
Emiko (Yagyu); gc: 4.

Hama, George Kiyoshi, 92, Lake
Forest, CA, May 11; he was pre-
deceased by his wife, Grace;
he is survived by his sons, Allan
Michael Hama, Mark (Mariko) Hama,
Vincent (Amber) Hama and Ryan
(Emiko) Hama; he is also survived by
many nieces, nephews and other
relatives; gc: 5.

Inouye, Yuriko, 84, Monterey Park,
CA, May 5; she is survived by her
husband, Yoneo; children, Mark
Inouye, Craig Inouye and Leane
(Delan) Sumimoto; sisters, lvy
Arashiro and Wendy Prestholt; she
is also survived by nieces, nephews
and other family members; gc: 3.

Kawamoto, Sayoko Omori, 100,
Springfield, VA, Jan. 28; she was
predeceased by her husband, Yukio;
son, Craig; and siblings, Emiko
Uyesugi, Michiko Omori and Yuriko
Hughes; she is survived by her chil-
dren, Sherin (Allen) Ferguson, Don
(Margaret) Kawamoto and Brian
(Robin) Kawamoto; daughter-in-
law, Cindy.

Kimura, Fumiko, 93, Tacoma,
WA, March 29; B.S., chemistry, and
M.A., fine arts, both from Univer-
sity of Puget Sound; author of the
2021 book “Persimmon and Frog”;
she was predeceased by her hus-
band, Yoshikiyo; son, Raymond;
and siblings, Gene and Fusae; she
is survived by her children, Richard
(Marcia), Howard (Florence) and
Jeanne (Mark); brother, George;
gc: 5; ggc: 4.

Kita, Shiro ‘Bill,” 93, Camarillo,
CA, April 23; he is survived by his
wife, Mitsuko “Marian” Kita; children,
Duane (Lyn) Kita and Connie (Jim)
Smith; he is also survived by many
relatives.

Linscomb, Miyoko Janet, 88, San
Pedro, CA, July 17; she was pre-
deceased by her husband, Joseph
Philip Linscomb; she is survived by
her sons, David (Mary) Linscomb,
Chris (Heidi) Linscomb and Mark
Linscomb; she is also survived by
many nieces, nephews and other
relatives; gc: 4.

Miyagishima, Paul, 79, Midvale,
UT, March 12; he was predeceased
by his siblings, Carl and Katherine;
he is survived by his wife, Diane;
sons, Greg and Steve (Kris); sisters,
Julia Wada Valentine and Charlotte
(George) Higa; sister-in-law, Dana
Walch; he is also survived by many
nieces and nephews; gc: 4.

Segawa, Yuriko, 87, Torrance,
CA, May 27; she is survived by
her husband, James; sons, Dan-
iel (Karen), Kevin (Joyce) and
Brian; she is also survived by
many nieces, nephews and other
relatives; gc: 5.

Tsukamoto, Hiroe, 62, Los
Angeles, CA, June 12; B.A., En-
glish, in Japan; M.A., consumer
economics, Kansas State Universi-
ty; she is survived by her husband,
David Dominguez; mother, Chieko
Tsukamoto; sister, Kaori (Hiroshi)
Yoshizaki; she is also survived by
a niece and a nephew.

Yamada, Misao ‘Nancy,’ 98,
Hilo, HI, March 3.

Yamada, Roy Keniji, 78, North
Richland Hills, TX, March 5; he
is survived by his wife, Barbara
Ann; and sons, Kennard, Don-
ovan, Edward and Jack; gc: 3.

Steadfast JACLer
Homer Yasui Dies at 98

Last sibling of the famous Yasui Nisei siblings of
Hood River, Ore.

By PC. Staff
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Homer Yasui, the last surviv-
ing sibling of the nine children of
the storied Hood River, Ore., Ya-
sui clan born to Issei immigrants
Shidzuyo and Masuo Yasui, died
on July 25. He was 98. According
to family sources, he had survived
“three different types of cancer”
and died of lung cancer.

In a statement issued after his
passing, Densho.org said, “In
addition to sharing his life story
through oral history interviews
with Densho and countless oth-
er public appearances, he helped
found the Oregon Nikkei Endow-
ment (now the Japanese American
Museum of Oregon), wrote a se-
ries of autobiographical vignettes
for his extended family and tend-
ed to an expansive archive related
to his family’s incarceration
experience, including his brother
Minoru Yasui’s widely known
legal battle.”

Reflecting on Yasui’s life and
JACL résumé, Chip Larouche,
former Pacific Northwest Dis-
trict governor, described Yasui as
“an exceptional fellow” who had
served as president of the Portland
JACL chapter in 1973 and from
1980-81, followed by a stint as the
PNW district governor during the
run-up to the passage of the Civil
Liberties Act of 1988.

Setsy and Chip Larouche en-
joy lunch with Homer Yasui
in June 2023.
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In his email to the Pacific Citizen
about Yasui, Larouche added:

“His kindness and helpfulness
were ‘world class,” whether he
was helping the new Japanese
American Museum in Oregon
get on its feet or whether he was
showing you how to properly
harvest matsutake mushrooms
from his ‘secret’ location in the
mountains.”

A 1949 graduate of Philadel-
phia’s Hahnemann Medical Col-
lege, Yasui would practice surgery
for 29 years, retiring in 1987. Pri-
or to that, during WWII he had
been imprisoned at the Pinedale
Assembly Center near Fresno,
Calif., then transferred with his
family at the Tule Lake WRA
Center, also in California. By Sep-
tember 1942, he was able to leave
the concentration camp to attend
the University of Denver, and in
1945, he enrolled at Hahnemann.

Yasui and Miyuki “Miki” Yabe,
of Pasadena, Calif., were mar-
ried in 1950 in New York after he
completed a medical internship in
Milwaukee, Wis. He finished his
three-yearlong general surgery
residency in August 1954. Upon
learning that he would be draft-
ed into the Army Medical Corps,
Yasui instead opted to join the
Navy and would be stationed in
Iwakuni, Japan.

After being discharged from the
Navy in October 1956, Yasui, with
family in tow, moved to Portland,
Ore., and would reside in the same
house for 47 years. He joined
the U.S. Naval Reserve in 1958
and would spend 12 years with a
Marine Corps Reserve engineer
battalion. He retired from the
Naval Reserve with the rank of
captain in 1984.

Since 2015, Miki and Homer
Yasui had been living at the Lake-
shore in Seattle to be closer to
their two daughters. Prior to that,
they lived at the Cherrywood
Retirement Village in Portland,
Ore., in 2003.

Yasui was predeceased by his wife,
Miki, who died on Dec. 14, 2018;
their son, Allen Masuo Yasui; and
his eight siblings. He leaves behind
his three surviving children, Barbara,
Meredith and John, plus eight grand-
children, five great-grandchildren
and dozens of nieces, nephews and
other extended family.

Donations in Yasui’s memory
may be made to Portland JACL, the
Japanese American Museum of Ore-
gon, Densho or the Oregon Historical
Society. A memorial service will be
held atalater date. |
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