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News Briefs

Kami, Minamitani, Yamauchi Are DTLA JACL, JWSSC’s Women of the Year
The Downtown Los Angeles JACL chapter and the Japanese Women’s
Society of Southern California have announced their choices for 2026
Women of the Year honors: Kay Shizue Kami, [zami Minamitani and
Shigeko Yamauchi. The trio were chosen for their respective “service
to the community, their dedication to advancing Japanese culture, their
professional excellence and their unwavering strength and courage in
the face of adversity.” The luncheon event will take place at 12:30 p.m.
(check-in @ noon) on May 3 at the Quiet Cannon (rooms Crystal 2-4),
901 N. Via San Clemente in Montebello, Calif. For ticket availability
and more information, call Amy Tambara (English/evenings) at (323)
722-3897,Rodney Nakada (English/Japanese/days) at (213) 628-1808
or Toshie Kawaguchi (Japanese) at (323) 434-3899.

Patsy Ishiyama Among 6 Presidio Trust Board Members Sacked by Trump
Along with fellow Presidio Trust board members Mark W. Buell, Charles
M. Collins, Lenore Eccles, Bonnie LePard and Nicola Miner, Ishiyama
was terminated April 8, more than a year after President Donald Trump
inked an executive order (see tinyurl.com/muhbwybm) targeting * ...
unnecessary governmental entities and Federal Advisory Committees
that should be terminated on grounds that they are unnecessary.” In a
statement, the Trust said: “We anticipate that we will receive new board
members and are awaiting information on the new appointments. We
have a long history of wonderful leaders serving the Presidio, and we
look forward to welcoming and working with the new members.” The
executive order also targeted the Inter-American Foundation, the United
States African Development Foundation and the United States Institute
of Peace. All six Presidio Trust board members had been appointed
by President Joe Biden; Ishiyama, along with Collins, were tapped in
2024, and their terms were supposed to last through May 2027. She
is vp of Ishiyama Corp., president of the Ishiyama Foundation and
vice chair of the board of directors of the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation. The San Francisco landmark is the site where the “I Am
an American” exhibition (zinyurl.com/wuejSvdn) opened Feb. 20 and
is slated to continue through July 31.

GFBNEC’s ‘Courage and Gompassion’ Exhibition to Open May 9 in Florida
Coinciding with Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month,
an exhibition titled “Courage and Compassion: Our Shared Story of the
Japanese American World War II Experience” is slated to open May 9
at the Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens in Delray Beach, Fla.
Produced by Go For Broke National Education Center, “Courage and
Compassion” tells the story of Japanese American service and sacrifice
in World War II, with a local tie-in to the legacy of Boca Raton, Fla.’s
historic Yamato colony, which was established in the early 1900s.
Brothers Jun and Kenjiro Yoshida, who were born at Yamato Village in
Boca Raton, both served in the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, some
members of which trained at Florida’s Camp Blanding. The Morikami
Museum is located at 4000 Morikami Park Road in Delray Beach.
“Courage and Compassion” runs through Aug. 30.

Japanese American National Museum’s Announces More Board Members
Joining JANM'’s board of trustees is entrepreneur Gene Ochi. Tapped
for membership to its board of governors are Michigan State University
Museum Director Devon Akmon; Capital Group Compliance Director
of Client Services Darin Y. Kita; and Los Angeles Community College
District Chief Facilities Executive Dr. Leigh T. Sata. “Their expertise in
business, entrepreneurship and arts and culture will strengthen JANM’s
mission, reach and vision,” said William T. Fujioka, chair of JANM’s
board of trustees.

Muratsuchi Joins Assemblymembers Bid to Limit Smartphones in Schools
Perhaps apropos of his goal to become California’s next superindendent
of Public Instruction, termed-out Assemblymember Al Muratsuchi (D—
Torrance), Assembly Education Committee chair, has joined a bipartisan
group consisting of Josh Hoover (R—Folsom), Josh Lowenthal (D-Long
Beach) and Buffy Wicks (D—Oakland) in introducing Assembly Bill
1644, which aims to impose a “bell-to-bell” limitation on the use of
smartphones “ ...throughout the school day, with appropriate exceptions”
for the state’s TK-12 students. Muratsuchi, who represents the 66th
Assembly District, authored AB 272 in 2019, which “ ... authorized
all school districts and charter schools to restrict student smartphone
use during the school day.”

— P.C. Staff

O MEMORIAM

(Note: Boldfaced names in the PDF
version of this are active hyperlinks.)

Akao, Kentaro, 42, Irvine, CA,
Feb. 3.

Aoki, Nobuo, 96, Salt Lake City,
UT, Dec. 17, 2025.

Brovick, Keiko (Ohno), 87,
Chula Vista, CA, March 3.

Galantini-Ujifusa, Lorraine, 82,
Las Vegas, NV, March 4.

Hino, Emi Shimoyama, 85,
Northridge, CA, Feb. 12.

Kawasaki, Thomas, 73, Chicago,
IL, March 6.

Kyono, Fumi Nagamitsu, 98,
Rochester, MN, Feb. 15.

Shimizu, Robert, 86, Lafayette,
CA, Dec. 30, 2025. |

TRIBUTE

YOSHIKO “YO” (YOKOUCHI) SHINODA

April 4, 1935-April 2, 2026
San Leandro, Calif.

Yoshiko Lynn Shinoda, “Yo” passed
away on April 2, 2026. Born in
Glendale, Calif., she graduated from
Berkeley High School, attended UC
Berkeley and graduated in 1956 from
UC San Francisco Medical School with
a dental hygiene degree. She married
Fred M. Shinoda on June 22, 1957,
in Berkeley. In addition to her dental
hygienist career, she helped run her
dad’s Nikko Art Shop on Shattuck
Avenue in Berkeley, which she took over as proprietor until closing in
1999. Yo was 7 when her family was evacuated to Santa Anita and then
to Amache near Granada, Colo. In 1943, she moved to Boulder, Colo.,
where her parents taught at the Naval Japanese Language School. She
attended the American School in Japan while her mother worked for as
a translator for the U.S. Army. Yo was preceded in death by her parents,
Grace and Kiyoharu Yokouchi, Uncle Byko Umezawa and cousin Elinor
Kajiwara. She is survived by her husband of 69 years, Fred M. Shinoda,
son Douglas Shinoda, sister Tomiko Madden, and three generations of
nieces and nephews.

TRIBUTE

ALLAN UYESUGI

Tustin, Calif.

Allan Randolph Uyesugi, 79, passed
away on March 2, 2026, in Tustin. He
was born in Yuba City, Calif., to Masao
and Mary Uyesugi.

Allan was a graduate of Santa Ana
High School, Chapman College and
the Gemological Institute of America.
While serving in the Army Reserve, he
worked as an instructor at GIA before
joining his family’s business, AA Jewel
Box, where he worked for nearly 50
years.

His service to the community included membership in the Santa
Ana Rotary Club, the board of Community Service Programs (now
Waymakers), the Orange County Business Bank and the St. Joseph
Hospital Foundation.

A devoted Angels fan, passionate golfer, and food enthusiast, Allan
shared his zest for life with all who knew him.

He is survived by his mother, Mary Uyesugi; wife, Georgine; sons,
Steven (Napua Low) and Matthew (Ginny); and grandson, Ando
Uyesugi.

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, May 2, 2026, at 1 p.m. at
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 185 S. Center Street, Orange, CA 92866.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. Joseph Hospital
Foundation, 1100 W. Stewart Drive, Orange, CA 92828.
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