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Welcome to Pacific Cifizen's annual
Holiday Issue,

This year it didn't takie very long to
decide on ﬂ%ﬁu of sports, more
specifically unity Ties Through
Sports,” for our 1 HI. Although
in the the staff % usunliy gone

& grueling p of
pros and cons of a dozen or more
themes, sports was the only and final.

And thus we bring you this issoe filled
with stories of sports in camp, women in
gparts, sport in Hawaii, and the tradi-
tional Japanese sports of kendo
and sumo to the current popularn-
ty of Japanese American bas-
ketball and baseball leagues,
Some of the articles that
fill this issue include
“Diamonds in the
Rough" by Kerry
Nakagaws of the
Nisei Bascball
Research Project;
Sam Cacas' féa-
ture on Wat Misaka,
the first Asian Pacific
American to play in the NBA; 4
compilation of prominent JA women o
:RHS titted, “The Girlz Got Game™; and

e Roots of Karate in Hawan" by
Charles Goodin

The issue also includes a preview of
the upcoming Japanese American
Mational Museum exhibit, “More Than a
Game: Sport in the Japanese American
Community,” that is set to open i March
2000. Exhibit curator Brian Niiva, and
writers Yoichi Nagata, Joe Svinth, and
Elichiro Aruma have generously con-
tributed their stories to our H.L

As with every vear, this issue was
made possible by aur generous advertis-
ers who continue to support the PC, We
would especially like to thank the JACL
chapters that continue te selieit adver-

tisements year after year. A special
acknow! t of thanks can be found
on 5 in “PC.'s Poople Who Count.”

2. would also kike to thank the many
writers who solunteered their time and
energy to contribute their pieces Lo our
H.IL Without them, the issue would not
have been possible.

And we would most of all like to thank
our readers who have continued o give
their support to the PC. This year has
been especially rewarding with the
return of the new r to a weekly

ublication schedule. Alth the week-
f:.r schedule has been demanding for the
PC. ataff, the experience has been a sat-
isfying one.

With the success of
the PC. weekly
fundraising cam-
paign, that more
than surpassed our goal of
40 000, we are set for the
year 2000, A PC. weekly
budget for the years 2001.
2002 will be presonted at
next year's convention and
we hope that you will contin-
ue o give Youf support.
As with every vear, the annual
H. 1. would not have been succeasful

without the stafl and volunteers whe put
in countless hours, including evenings
and weekends, to complete the izsue,
The PC. would like to thank staff mem-
bers Martha Nakagawn, Brinn Tanaks,
Harry Honda, Margot Brunswick, Tracy
Uba, and Eva Lau-Ting. And thanks to
our voluntesrs: Gayle Jue, Pang Kam
Yuen, Alan Kubo, Juan Ramos, Raul
Vaeques, Earl Varquez, Eric Uba, and
Kerry Ting

I hope you enjoyv the issue and have o
#nfe and enjovable holiday,

Garstine Aogas
Executive Editor
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Diamonds in the Rough

leagues of their own

Some ballplayers had
contracts canceled during
World War II. Hope and «
mism - was replaced
shame, humiliation and
grace, Barbed wire, sand
sagebrush became the new
ments intreduced into
detention camp stadiums,
they still played on, and k
the nll-American pastime i

After the war, many becam:
professional hullp‘nu rs
acroas  the ‘ Pacific
Rvan Kurcsaki mnd Lonn
Sakats; Yonsei'n Don Wi |L-
matsu and currently Ono
Masacka brought the game t
major leagoe lovel, with 1h
future locking bright for the
next millennium

If we were to dissect s Nikke
baseball, we would find thut
the center epitomizes the cor
t members and pioncers of the
Th 1899 Excotiinrs in Honolulu, Hawail. Seated in the front row drectly behind the bassball equip-  [asel and Nisei orgonizat
o i Favenend Takia Olumura of tha Maki Chrgtian Church The fiber and strings would
represent  the communities
that tie their identities, loval-
ties and cultural affimties
arcund the team's players. The

:J-J

“In 1868 | formed a baschall were competing at every level
team, made up of mostly boys They pl layod in the Tw ilight
in my home, and called it and Midwest Le ngues, Amer-
‘Exealzior” Being the only team  ican Legion Semi-pres and  oiver skin represents the
among the Japuncse, its com-  even agunat the Pacific Coast 3 onion) ynd mental toughnes:
petitors  were  Hawadinns, League clihs, Hall of Famers developed by the lsser and
Partuguese and Chinese. The Lou Gehrig, Babe Ruth, o cons enBured their settl
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By KERRY YO NAKAGAWA

team turned out to be & strong
one ond won several champi-
onship cups and pennants at

Satchel Page, Jackie Robinson,
Tony Lazzeri, Lefty ODoul, Jou
DiMuaggio and many other

ment to America, and the ovic
tion and detention of WWII

-Juumtﬂd to Japan, Prince Aldhito in 1940, He is the of Japan,
currantly the Empen:

Bov's Field on Vineyard
Strest in the Palama
Seitlemont.”
Recollections of Rer.
Thkie Okumura in
Honaoluly, Hatvail

or the last one
hundred years,
Japanecaeé

Amercans have betn
pluying baseball. They
played the gamé
around pineapple and
sugsr cane piantations,
AGAr Erapevines, vine-
yards and cow pas-
tures, deep in  the
forests and out near
the corn felds. Their
passion spread through
the inner cities on
church  plavgrounds
and near backstops by
the bay:

The “Asahi's™ were in
Vancouver, Canada,
and on the Western
Parallel of Hawnii. To
the south wero tho

ThLu. symbolic
basebnall 19 being
d on to now
generations with
the knnv.ll.'d.gt
history, and
p.riq:ln_rr-'II of their
ancestora. Thoy
in turn will hone
and polish their
pkills, carrying
on their own dis-
cipline, courage,
determination
and sportaman-
sl'up which may
le on and
the Gelds
With this 10{-
year legacy of
Japancse
Ampricans, wo

“Tijuansa Nigpons” and have ‘made k‘
in sthe eastern P”m* disco 5
the “Nebraska Nisei's." €LY -

7
All-star Nisei teams gan Francisco Seals Manager wwm“mm R

E.‘hmn.,mmpummlhﬂ:wm- majpr lpnguers had their first i :
versities, merchant teams and encounters competing with the 0 " naluhri.t:;g
even the, all-stars from the Nisei. Due to the prevadling oo, Coperor’s hirt

; Day. The
Negro leagu the early udice of the times, base-
1900, m gﬁ'ﬁmﬁﬂq&.m '"P"I““m’“m'i'&
In the twenties and  Mountain Lyndis, kept- the = 1“‘ Ilnl:lul.h

thirties, great i piopeers blocks, Nisel and women in



What cn extreme
honor it was to
have the U.S.
Ambassador to
Japan speaking on
the theory that owr
exhibit is much
more than a sport.
It is a dynamic
focused on diplo-
macy, culture, his-
tory and @ proud
100-year legacy.

Dome.

Inside the Big Egg' wes
Japan's m&:u‘} of H._Ibm
mseums, I i of
Fame and Huwg::, As we
entered the museum, secret
Eervice agents surrounded the
perimeter of the Hall of Fame
Gallery.

The room was packed
to capacity and the
noise and energy level
wns deafening. Looking
dodm from the walls

were  the  bronze
immortal  Taces of
Japan’s professional

baseball legends. Nisei
Hill of Fomers Bozo
Wakabayashi, Hisashi
Koshimote and, in
physical presence with
his von and grandsons,
Wally Yonamine As |
introdueed Wally to our
plonears, the players
reminisced about their
playing days
A sea of bodies parted
the Ambassador
from the Urmited
States, Thomas 3
Foley, took his seat

T{L:I commissioner to
professional baseball

AS

to the Hall of Fame in
America and pow Japan. What
an extrems bonor it was to have
the 11.5. Ambassador to Jupan
ipoaking on the theory that eur
exhibit i much more than a
spart. [t is a dynamiz focused on
diplomacy, culfure, history and

than threc wyesrs, has pro-
groased

Baseball * It was & eal-
E:nl'iﬁnﬂm ng with
memﬂm
day.

Ma, is tha joct direc-
or 1o e norprt, Aleel
Bpseball Ressarch Project

FTHORD DOy OF PeEDreT
Gmoup phato of the Jepan Hall of Fameo Towr, Nigei Pionsens from kol fo right: Masao
Iryama, Mas Takald, Bill Teukarmato, Kay Khokawa, Yesh Tsulamolo, Nor Masuda,
Wilkarn "Wild B Kagawa, Jim Tsukamoto, De Tak Susukd, Hamy "Tar® Shirachi. and
Hiroshs Sakpmoto. Mol pictured are Koz tkeda and Goorge "Tak™ Abo

in Japan,
Hireoemori
Kowashima, wel-
comed the honored
puests, officials,
media, snd espe-
cially the pioneer-
in 13 Nisni
h:ﬁlplln‘tm Am-
bassader  Feley
said, “Thanks to
the ploneering
efforte of these
players  present
and in spirit who
are COMIMEmMOTAL:
ed in this exhibi-
tion, they have
helped to bring our
two great nations
cleser  together
through sports.”
President of the
American

Chamber of Com-
moeree Glen 8.
Fukushima point-
&d out that “contri-

butions in such

preas as agricul-

ture, business,

politics,  law,

ncpdemia, jour-
nalism and
pometimes
entertninment
are well covered,
but rarely has
there been
attention given
to Japaness
Americhn Ccon-
tributions to the
profession ﬂf
sparts, Thanks
to  this mar-
velous, dihibi-
tion to Japan, it
will econtribute
to even closer
cooporative: Lies
lmtwumourhth
groat coyniries.

A phete epportunilly 1t the Coopefsiown corsmarny

n proud 100-year legacy

This year earmarked the 40th
ATV of the Japan hall of
Fame ond Museum. All the
players wore suited up in their
Upper Dock jackets and cops
loaking very athletic

Tar Shirpchl shared some of
his wisdom with us that he had
accumulated for 92 years, He
was on the 1938 tour with the
“Stockton Yamatos." On their
way to Japan, they picked up an
outstanding pitcher from
Hawaii named Boxo Waka-
bayashi. Bozo later bocame the
first Nisei to reach Japan Hall
of Fame status. He said, "Your
body will change in the years to

oome and vold ... but if you
keep your heart yvoung, you will
slay yo

Tor, 'WI'J-::.FU_'; and Commirsioner
Kawashima officially cut the
symbolic ribban to open. the
exhibit: “Diamonds in the

Rough: Japanese Americans in

on Februany 17, 1098 o the National Baseball

(NBRF). Ho is the founaing <ura-
for of the now -inlemational ray-
aling exhibition: “Diamands in the
Rough: Japanese Ambricans in
Baszaball.” wilh the
National Japanese American
Historical Society, # was dis-

yod for three months af the
National Baseball Hal of Fame
and Museumn al Coopersiown,
N Y., in 1995, This extvbit

opered
&l the Jspan Hall of Fame and -

Mussaum on Now. 3, 1989,

Nakagawa complaied
& documentary Zeni, Daar
of the Diamond,” namaled and
hosted by aclor Pal Morita, He
Just finished writing & book thar
will be out in March of 2000 titled,
“Thi & Diamond; 100 Years

Fresmo, CA 83704, 558222
5763, Fax: 558222-5763, e-mad
NEARF YO@woridnetar.net i

Phichs counmesy

occnston, it took Hall of Fame and Musewn, Front row from left lo right Shey Tokumalo, Yuldo Tatsuml, Alios

Fagawa,

Mishifima, mnd Winol Ot

WMWMMI“BITM.MTM“MM
Litnami. In e back row: Koy Yo NakagSwa, Ted Spencer, Massy Tomooaks, Pele Mitsul, B3

T
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By BILL HOSOKAWA

In the years shortly after the
end of Warld War | & wiry, flost
footed little halfback, weighing
not much more than 115 pounds,
caught the fancy of fans at
Franklin High School in Seattle
His name was Jimmie Sakamoto
and he had learned toughness
from his Issei father Ceamu,
who was skilled a1 judao

Fallowing gradustion from
high acheal Jimmee went Enst,
ostensibly to study, but ssan he
wis boxang a8 an amateur in &y
New York pym. He showed '
enpugh akill to turn pro and
fought in o number of club
matches in the area, Onee he
appeared in o preliminary bout
at Madison Squire Garden

Sakamete won his share of
fights but perhaps he was too
game far his own good. One day
he discovered his eyesight (il
ing. Doctors told him that blews
to the head had begun to detach
s retine fram the eptical nerve
in bath eyes. In those days the
medical prefession could do noth
ing for him. With blindneas
inevitable, Szkamoto retumed Lo
Seatile

Suddenly seripus about life,
Snkamoto wan distressed to find
the Seattle Nisoi commumnity
[eaderiess and faction-ridden
Hisexperience in New York had
pven him new perspectives on
life outside the Japanese
American community end o new
appreciation for his Amencan
ctizenship, He felt he had to do
something to help his fellow
Nised be more American, and for
a blind man he chose a strangs
way to get it dope. He started
an English Inngusge weekly
newspaper called the Japanese
American Courier, The frst
izsue was Jan. 1, 1928

Sakamato was deaply con
cormed with what he called the
“second generation problem,” by
which he meant growing up in
an American society that didn't
tlways accept them. (Sakamoto
stubbornly refused to use the
word "Nisei® in his newspaper
becawse it wis foreign.) That led
him to become one of the
founders of the Japaness
American Citizens League, and
its second elected nationnl proesi-
dent

While Sakamoto’s interest in
JACL had largely to do with pal-
itics, economics and seciological
matiers, he retained an interest
in mports. He saw sports as &
way of physical development,
honing athletic slills, compset-
tive spirit and and nn
outlet to prevent delinquency. He
also knew that most Nisei didn't
have the phywical nssets to com-

pote in sporis at the hiph
school level, So he ol same
of his friends together 1o
arganire athletic loagues
within the eommunity — the
Courier Leagues — for Nise
kids of nll ages from peewees
to adulis

Eventually there was a
bageball league, o basketball
loague and even & foothall
league. The baseball and
braketball leagues warn
divided into divimons
depending on nge and abality
of the particpants
Volunteers, like Kay
Taknyoahi in baseball (he
prekod up pin money ns an
-Jmpirg in loenl semi-pro
leagrees) and f:'-ﬁ:rxr' 1shihara
in baskethall, directed the
activity, drawing up sched
ules and arranging for use of
aty park playing ficlds and
Eymoasiume, AEFINANg
umpires and referees

Organized Nisei: sports
clubs in Seattle — ke Thiya
and Waseds which developed
an intense rivalry — fielded
tenms in each of the divi-
sions: The Japaneses Baptis
Chureh — which had »
cheessbox-gized gym of ita
own — produced some of the
strongest basketball teama
There wns even o girls’ bas-
ketball league played under
the old rules which nllowed
only the forwamnds to shoot

The Courier Leagues -

Jimmie Sakamoto’s
Legacy

Pocific Citiren Archie
limmae ¥ Sakamaoto, whe helped establish the JACL and was s second eiect
i presdant, poses for & photo i May 15954, weaning his JACL diarmana pir

During the ill feeling

argused by Jupan's invasion of
China, some Chiness Nise were
peraunded to join the league
with a team of their own, which
turned inta o powerbouse. There
was some muttering nmong the
elders in Chinatown but no other
TEpeTCUsSSI00s,

Nisei from farm families in
outlying areas like Bellevue,
Green Lake, White River Valley,
Auburmn, Fife, Tacomn and
Vashon lsland also jeined the
leagues, These toams were par-
tirularly welcome because they
had access to local high school
gvma which ensed the scheduling
problem

The Courter football league,
which [ directed for severnl
years, had only limited success
Equipment was expensive and
hard Lo pet and slmest 0o one
had a helmel and few had pads.
Parents were roluctant to let
thieir sons get hurt. One year we
instituted an insurance plan;
each playor paid 20 cents into an
insurance fund which was avail-
able for doctors” bills until the
money ran ool At the end of the
senson, which consisted of four
or five games, there would be a
banguet in & Chinese restaurant
with some star from the

University of Washington as
Futat speaker

Courier League toams wiwally
ware more distinguished for
their enthusinem than skill
Few had competent coaches or
the time and place 1o practice
In the late 19308 the Courier
League invited the San
Fruncisco Mikados for o serzes
of gumes in the Morthwest and
the home teams learnod some
painfil lessons about how to
play basketball. Subsequently
the University of California
Students Club came to the
Northwest and again showed
the locals how basketball should
be played.

Eventually tenms like the
Seattle Midgets with high
school quality players, became
good enough to visit California
and hald their own

By the late 1830 Nisei boys
ware growing big enough;-and
skilled encugh, to play on their
high school teams, but the
Couner Loague continued to
thrive bocause it filled & need

Sports in which voungsters
could compete against peers
halped develop a-focus of
intonse commuonity interost. The
games drew hundreds of fans,

and kseping them in the gymes
kept them off the streets
Although there is no sociolofic
study that | know of to prove
the point, it seems the Couner
EpOTLS program minimized
dalinguency among Nise:
teenmgers prowing up with littk
parental supervision in a far
from ideal socioeconomic o
ronment

The Courter, never more than
a half step ahead of bankrupte:
wan suspended by the
Etncuntion in 1942 and never
resumed, Not long after war's
end, Jimmie was hit by a car
and died on a fogpy Seattle
morning. The Courier Leagues
might have been hin most
imporiant legacy.

Several years ago some
Seattle Misei old-tumers orga-
nized by Norio Wakamatsu,
then livihg in Spokane, sched-
uled a reunion of men and
women who had played in the
Courier Leagues to remember
the old days and henor Jimmio
Sakamoto, Hundreds of Nisei
many now gray and bent and
from far away, came to laugh
and embrace, and even weep o
little ns n memorial to Jimmic
was unveiled. W




Asian Men Can

By SAM CACAS

A little more than 52 years
heve puased sinee Wotary (Wat
Misnks stepped on & basketball
rourt nnd became the first Asinn
Pacific American to play 1o the
Mational Baskotball Association
But to this T6-year-old native of
Ogden, Utah, his shot st profes-
aeomal boskethall “doesn’ seem
like o long tme ago.”

Rocalling his NBA and college
pasketball career from his home
in Bountiful, Utah, Misaks
emphasized that be “always felt
athietically talented.” In high
school, e was n four-letter man
— in football, basoball, basket-
ball and treck. At the University
of Utah, he lod the Utes to a
National Collegiate Athletie
Association champonship in
1944 and n 1947 MNations!
lovitation Tournament. At the
tima, the NIT championshap was
n more highly coveted and
neclaimed accomplishment in
college baskethall than the
HCAA champlonship

The Nisei's forie was defense
“Though 1 was not much of o
scoror, | defensed whoover [ was
guarding s they couldn't dribble
around me and | was also good at
denying a pass o the persan |
was gunrding.” ho said, vividly
recalling n 1947 game aguinst
Kentucky in which he was
assignied what had become a
familinr task: guarding the
opposing team’s highest-sconing
player

In typical “Wat™ fashson, he
completely shut down that
Kentucky player, who was aver
aging 20 points per game ot the
time. Or almost completely.

“He scored one paint on & free
throw off & foul that [ didn’ com
mit,” Misaks admatted

The nations first APA pro
hoopster recalls that bafore the
Sacond Warld War. the students,
fars, and players gonerally treat-
#d him well. Sinee be lived cul-
wide af the western military
exclusion zone, he avoided evacu-
ation into o conceniration camp,
but he recalls visiting & friend at
the Topaz, Ariz, camp Although
b kept playing through the war,
b remembers playing o cellege
game in which some fans
sereamed, “Got the dirty Jap!”

Such experiences were not
uncommen in his day-to-day Life

ing up in Opden, espeaally
after World War [1 started
“Poople would say, "You batter get
out of the way when | walked
near them on the sidewalk, and
many of them would try to pick
fights with me.”

Misaka felt it was “quite a
compliment® to be the No.1 pick
of the Hnicks in 1846, attribuling
the honor as well os his moking
the team to his collegiate reputa-
tion. But st the time it happened,
he did not think much of it “In
thoes days, many players contin-
ued to sty o school to get more
education and sarn more Mooy
thin they would playing pro bas-

kotball * In the three gumes
Mizaks played, he recalled play.
ing about 10 minutes each game
nnid getting severn] stonls

'! was pretty much aware that
1 wan the first Asinn Pocific
American to play in the league,”
he sxplained. "But my teammates
WETR VEry coT
dial with me
and thus I did
n't dwell much
an being a
minanty per
pon.” Misaka
painted sut
however, that

“Wal” WitskS iy NBA career

was muth Loo

brel for kim o make any judp
rntrﬂ nbaul hik experiienee

Anid 42 years after plaving
three games for the New York
Knicks under the legendary
eonch Joe Lapchick. Misakn says
it would be mare speculation 1o
nay he was cut because he was
Japanese American In retro
spect, he says, “I'm more upest
now about being cut than T was
when it hnppened, because loak
ing back and sesing the players
who didnt get cut, [ beliove ot
was unfair far them o cut me.”

He added that 11 was rare for &
colloge player — ospecially &
Mo pick like himsell — to be cut
from a team. In those days, play
ing college basketball was the
high point of any organized bos-
kethall player's career ginee the
professionnl baskethall leagwes
were not yet firmly established,
explained Migaka. "It came as &
-amplete surprise to me,” he sud
“While | hove no evidence of any
racial animosity on the part of
the eoach, | was given no exgla-
nation far being cut by the team

owner — Ned Irmh — who only
1old me that the eonch made the
decision.”

Misaka later turned down an
offer from baskotball mogual Abs
Saperstein to play for the Harlem
Globetrotters in order Lo returm
to schioal, where he later sarned
an engineering degree. He went
on to work for the Sperry
Company in Utah for more than
20} years bofore retiring and
warking a5 & contraci manufac
turer in Bountlul

Vory fow APAs have tned 1o
fallaw 1n Misska's NBA journey
According to league records, &
Chinese national player made the
Los Angeles Clippers in 1994 but
chose to play on his country's
Clympie team bofors the regui
season ptarted and has never
returned: o fow mized-race APAS
played briofty during the last 20

. But 52 years after loading
the way for future APAS, Misaks
{8 *very bopeful that there will
spon be another pernon of Asian
descent playing in the NBA." B

tor at Asian-Amanican Vilage and

can be roached ab samwnher]
@m=n.bom,

Wat Misaka

The NBA’s
First APA

Player

Remembers

\ve
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Much ink has been t on didnt seem o give the same
recounting the exploits of Nikkei  “depth” of scruting 1o male athleres
athletes over the decades. But  who references to the color
what of Nikkel women - of their uniforms, facisl features or
It came 2s. o0 that dur- lage status,
ing our research, we di We cite here a prime exampleof
dntmﬂueﬁmuiu:dwmm the sort of writing that passed for
have wirmually -+ onr s 3 appeared in
community, not nnl;':: i: New 1-’:! Trmes on Feb. 25,
field but in all spects of Nikke: 1974, It was wrinen by Rebin

life 1 in beaw .
ﬁﬁm “l'!’ izl we were
able o browse through was like
stepping back into « strange, pre-
ru
w

Herman entitled, “Japanese
Pali ﬁbﬂm Their Way Into
Raoller i

“...But in acknowledgement of
historic cra where male & dturMﬁit uraditions, all the
wiritets  seemed  campell Tokya girs

describe  how attractive aﬁ;;ij‘ar
well-dressed women res

woft silk scarves of
t red aound their throsts.
speak of their

ower their cyes

when th
carcers, ' they

snorts la Southern Cualifornia: Sinee the
1520, recorded material indicate that Nisel women in Souathern
Californin participated in baseball, softball, volleyball, basketball, tennis,
nspuaitics, kendo, handball and ping pong in some form. There is also evi-
dence that Misei women hold inter-ethnic competitions with non-
Catcanians such as Chiness, Russian and Jewish females living in the
East Loa Angeles ares. Religious orgunizations such as the Japanese
Mothodist Episcopalinn and First mﬁm churches also supported
femalbe teams. Due to racist proctices that limited Nikked from wsing Lod
©  Anpeles public piols, there were Little unities for Nikked to swim,
but Sue E:mn, n member of o pl Fwim team with Olympian
Sammy Les, became the first and only Nisei to swim for the Los Angeles
Athlatac cl.uh In 1836, the Nisei Southern California Women's Baskethall
League forted & pormanent women's athletic ni board under the
Wamen's Athletie Union of the Japanese ¥ or WAL That same year,
WAL held their first baskethall competition, which included 18 teams
The WAL niso sponsored 13 softhall teams

Prewar keéndo/nanginata in the Pacific Northwest: An estimated 10
percent of kendo students in Tacoma and Seattle during the 15308 wore
i;:uug&:l;,amdmgmd R. Svinth in his manuscript, “Taking
old: bative Sparts and Musculnr Theater in the Japanese and
Eorean Arverican &ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬂ' nl"E:n F-:i.ﬁ:lll:dwlhw-i, ]mlz'.*l‘:-mue
Although girls trained with boys, they oom 3 tade,
ft]y trnined with nagincta or lﬂr&-'ﬂm Prominent
cticing naginaia in Seatile include Kazuke Hayashi, Kurike
Koba, Toyoks Eurclkawn, Teresn Takizslki,
A Chige Yoshimori. In

mmmmmm&mvm‘mm H.:-::nrlrl
and Kni Nakngawa ln.hu.‘milm,kimmrm npuu:l lsdine
tion for winning weveral California opponenta

1830s—Hay Morimoto (golf: Little has boen writton of this Stackion
native, who wes in esrly prewar golf star, clinching at least one woman's
golf championship during the 1930s,

in the Northern California area who wae good enough to
lay, writh wad Anaye Salinmoto . Duering her junior year at
gunluu igh Beheol in 1831, the 5-foot Taketa was recruited 1o pitch for
thie seemd haseball team, the Night Ball Ansocistion apﬁu
Jose. Thus, Taketa became one of only & handfol of Nisei women reeruit-
y on 8 Cavcasian women's i

Relocation Center. In Daprver, baskatball for the
mhﬂdmw froam the Dop Lux
o l:: 'uﬂhm hhﬁ!ﬁihmh
; 'm%m in 1977, In 1962, she
inlo the Bants) Clars County her
G E ﬂiﬁ:‘:;:a__ fazzily "':'.
= also playedfor the San Jose Asahip. s

women athletes wha
and inspired others
This i by
com enaive i
arsl interviews and

tpl'ﬂﬂ.lu.l
rescarch is |

f dhe
Faove el

- in their respective

demurely, and, true to form, baw
from the waist when they s2y good
by.” .

Times have chasged sinee then.
More female athletes are given the
respeect and i-lli'”l d“?
deserve for their athletic prowess
rather than for physical z
anees. In scular, the of

Hnoe

archival required. Bur g
the very least we hope this will
setve 2 o reminder of where we've
been and how far we still need 1o

H 2, whi uired ]
Title E[lxm:n 19?u ick eequind gy
to female and male sudents,
opened more doors for women ath-
I?l:‘clz'. meﬂﬂn:“wm Campiled by
Brhfcres arc Wm' .ﬂi‘-
o of fammles, nckiding: Tieny -~ dib Nabagane
up—mdm-pinENﬂﬂﬁ p'.rll.

In: the following section, we ke
3 frw moments 1o FECOENIIE SOME

Tracy ilba

1945—Faye Taxol Toma (softhall): Tazed, an outfielder and catcher for
B ein e 140 40 1983, I 1950, sho wis benored a
four atate championships from 1848 to 1553, In heno as
an All-Siste Player by the All-State Notional Saftball Congreas'of
Amorica. Toma graduated from Weber Callege with a degree in business
administrotion and worked as a stenographer for Division
Tazoi's sister, Mickey, also played for the Shamerockn in 1948, The
Shamrocks, which disbanded tn 1578, are consdersd the cldest crganized
smateur tanm in Ulah sports and the second oldest softball orgamzation
in the world. Theair games date back as for ns 1935,

™ 1952—Evelyn Kawamoto Eonno (swimming)
. Two bronee medals at the 1852 Olymple Games in
o Helsinki, Finland, were earned by US. swimmper

§ Kawamoto, who placed third in the women's
| 400-metor froestyle ovent and in the women's 400-
meter 115, relay team ivent AL an early age, the
Alohs state native was enrmlled o the Hawaii
Swimming Club and dominated mests in the indi

throughout

= wvidual medley high school. As & toenng:
i er nid only & couplé of years after the war,
b | Fowamoth tried aut for the 1948 U.S, Olympic

y = i . Although o finalist in the trinls, she did pot
Evelyn Kawarnots maks the top three in the 400 melers. But by 1851,

— e prior to her succesaful Dlympic debut, ahe t
dmmnmuuﬁwm'.wcmw ,Enwhiﬁ
ﬂwﬁdfwhgﬁdﬁﬁﬂmﬂmmiﬂhmgﬂm:ﬂum
Each was given n medsl made of half pold and half sitver. At 22,
Hawamoto married fellow JA Olympisd swimmer McKinley High
School alumnus Ford Ronne, eo-captain of the men's ULS. swim team at
the 1956 Melbourne Games nnd himsslf the winner of multiple Olympic

This uliua-apmhﬂ,:kh‘- e evident from Ifh'h"
o a
wgw, bt it was in softball mml.l; mﬂww
in her hometown of Denver by the time she was 14 years
old. At age 18, the 5-foot-T, 148 Ito wns & pro with the
hicago r Girls, where she ranked sixth in hmﬂr-
iadmd-mﬁmhu;rﬂ:.lnlﬂ,lhmw ":Ph:l
woman safthall player Rooky in.News,
women sthletes rated nationally in teir reapective port fnde 1o 1950
she moved 1o where she played
Linnettes from 1860 to 1974, during which time she parts in 18
nal and wis & member of i
mh:mﬁ-mﬂm&gm Award for her out
0y v % 10 errors-in 1401 chances in 222
gnmes in the Pacific Women's In b went erro .
o lm“m:sm#&fummm al hall o
away on f n
mm-mlﬂ-ﬁmdmm
1 Tashims (e Mmth“th-nlﬂui 188
wmnmmmﬁmwm apulted inta bow!-
ing fame when she won & new TBird in the 1841 Lo .
eopretmmia Batam CAlais o e o b Germe
ol i he Mabiona =i
s iy i, Baiinal : -
1853, she won the JAOL and




Jt:dyseumm

s doublos chlmggnnh:p in the same annual tooroey. She also
'

the

competed for 11 weoks on longer than any cther competitor at the
time, In the Crenshaw 535 Men's Classic, Tashima bowled with Hyatt
House, the only women's team in the league

1857—Royal Dots Golf Club, the oldest known Nikkei women's golf
club in the Northern Californin area, cama into existence under the foad-
ership of Michi Onuma, the elub'’s first president. Onuma, whi workid
for the Hokube! Mainichi newspaper in the 19508 and for the Nichd Beo
Times sinee 1972, uaed her journalism skills to ensure that the accom.-
plishments of the women's golf’ p reached & broader aundiencs.
Original founders still active wg:'uinrlude Hae Fujita, Barbara and
Nancy Nagareda, Mary Nogi and Mesaye Hivra, In 1858, a yeor after the
Royal Dots formed, the Sacramento-based Kagero Wemen's Golf Club
formed. That same year, the Royal Dots and bield & joint touma-
ment, o tradition which continues to the present day

1857—Irane Urashl (badminton): In April 1957, this 22year-cld from
Minneapolis competed in the national seRior women's tom Leakra-
ment in Philadelphin, already the winner of over 20 stato and regional
tournament titles, Ursshi first began taking bessons in 1950 and sinoe
1951 competod and wen in numerous tournaments in the East] Midwest
and Cansda, She graduated from the University of Minnesota with n
degree in physical education.

1857 —Judy Seki Kikats (bowling): During the Snulhu‘n Californin
Women's All-Star Eliminations in October 1957, Seki, then a 22-year-old,
G-frot-3, 122-pound Nisei from Los Angeles beacame the firsl woman on
the West Coast 1o bowl s perfect 300 game in 8 Women's Interngtional
B-ﬂhth';‘,an‘ma [WIBC) competition; she took home & brond new T-
Bird as her winning prize, This JA bowling plonser was also a membor of
the Holiday Bow| team in the LA Major Traveler's League,
included fallow Nisei bowling stars Dusty Mizunoue, Chys Tashima and
Mobu Asarmi Seki bowled a 723 series (247-228-248) towands » team 3022
series, She was named the 1957 Southern California bewler of the year
the Los Angeles Examiner. Her first appearance in the Hational JACL
t was ai the 10th aonual competition in Salt Lake City, whire
the placed second in the Womes's All-Events with 1575 and Placed third
in doubles with B57. It was once reported that Seki's motto was, “Be
hnppy, bowl good, don't think."

 1950s-50s— Dusty Mizenoue (bowling): This Inglewood, Calif -born

I]il':ﬂ. who competed on the national pro tour, wan the Western Wamnen's
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1955—Michl Yamamoto (parachuting): Of the 21 members of the
hﬂmmmfmn mmu-m@m
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Angeles Thunderbirds, ahe became the Jﬁhmh-mﬁuﬁ
skating (aka roller derby) league. At 5-foct-11, 110 pounds, the

began skating as a junior st Los Angeles High Bchool. She joined the
amsateur ranks in March 1963, and then a fow monthe later, in May,
maide her pro debut

18965 Jooy Humnasaki (surfing): Hamnsaki upset defending champion
Joyes Hoffman in the Oooanside, Calif, third annual U5, Invitational
Surf event in 1965 Arcund 1968 Hamasaki was somewhat of & short
bomrd pioneer, which was just begi to replace the leng bonrd. Her
Weber Performer was about 5 feet 2 § long, 26 inches wide and 24
inches wide around the noss and tadl, In Austpalia st the time, male
surfers Ted Spencer and Wayne Lynche were trying out similar boards to
the one Hamasaki had.

1865—The Southern Callfornia Women's Athletic Union was found-
od by Harumi Inouye, Seiji Inomoto, Mickey Eatavka, Roy Matsuda, Amy
M wea, Mitsuo Sakaniwn; Hircshi Taniyama and Bob Yamashita. The
fellowing year jin 1970, the on hald their first competition at
Lo Angeles Trade Technical with a seven team league. The origi-
nal seven teams were the Gardena F.OR. Clob, Lakerottes, Los Angeles
Shown, Norwalk, Tigerottes, Wanjettes and West Covina. By the 1990s,
the group expanded to include meres than 50 teams and 600 participants.

1973 —Keiko Fukuda (judo): By the age of 60 and standing only 5 fest
at 115 pounds, this Japan-native was the hi ing woman i
-ins the world and one of enly women to bold & sixth-degres
mumummﬁ ter of Hochinosule Fukuda, from whom
judo founder stucied jujitrn. Fukuds received her sarly -
%ﬁm , and by 1937, she wes appointed as an instractor at
the mﬁ&;ﬁnhd%mﬂn!in . In 1855, she began intro-
during the sport-to women in Northern Californis. In 1966, sha moved

permanently to San Prancisco, where she served ns technical sdviser for
the women's 115, Judo Associntion and evestunlly opened her own Soko
Joshi Judo Club. Fukuda, whe has taught in the United States, the
Pﬁlapin-uﬂ.ﬁ.m;.hdmth suthar of a book titled “Born For
the Mat,” which was publihed in 1973,

ummwwmmmw
;t“hhuunﬁ,-tﬂl pooring average of balls inning, mak-
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University. Ogaws went an to compete in the U5, Open tournament
nguinst some of the Lop pro players.
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Lords of the Ring

By RAYMONT) NAKAMURA

On & thankfully sunny Sunday
afternoon in early August, in the
centre af Oppenheimer Park ot
the heart of Vabeouver's old
Japan Town, | joined the crowd
gathering for the amatoar sumne
wrestling tournament, & highlight
of the annuil Powall Sirest
Festival. My cars still echood with
the visceral rhythms of taike
drumming, my eyes still daneed
with the delightfal images of
nrtintic handiwork and my tongue
wtill tingled with the swest and
pnvory Japanese treats whose
names [ always forget

In profesasonal sume tourna-
mants, the ring ian raised
structure made of apecial earth
bleased by a Si:lnﬁ priest. For
this tournament, organizers
nailed curved wooden planks
into the grass te fgrm two
ringn -ench sbut ten feet in
dinmeter. We sat on the grass
wround the rings, but not so
close that & catnpulted contes-
tant might land on us. The
crowd was a mixture of young
and old, Jupanese nnd not,
Seniors sat on chalrs under a
nearby tent, some curious,
some just enjoyving the rest
nnd shade.

*Have fun and walch your
head,” gaid the chadr of the
Vapcouver sume club, nemind
ing the contestants that thin
was a friendly tournament. |
He thanked the Japaness
stares that donnted prices and
then they were ready Lo ram-
le.

The annoononr, & slender
woman with porcelain skin, a
brewn bob hairdoe and an elo
gant brimmed hat and sun-
glasses, explained the rules in
English, *You win by pushing *
your opponent out of the nng or
making him touch the g'm'l.r.nﬂ
with nny part of his body other
than the soles of his feot.”

The tourmament wus open to
anyone. 1 heard that even women
wire allowed, but if any women
waore in it this year, they were
doing some serious steraids. Many
but certainly not all of the 26 con-
testanis seemed to be of Japanese
ancestry living in the Greater
Vancouver area. They ranged in
mge from their late teens to one
man in hus TOal 'ﬂw; rl.n.g'!d. an
mize from under § feet to over 8

of them wore saly the cloth, the
way professionsl sumo wrestlers
do. By the end, some of the guys
probably wished they'd gone with
the traditional thong because
their ahorts got ripped to ahreds
Edch wrestler had & lottor and o
number code written oo his bare
back for the judges to keep trock
of who was wheo. Fartunately no
one was oo halry 1

“The head referes wore a white
robe and black tights, with a block
hat that resembled the dorsal fin
of ukiller whale. The other referee
wore a bright yellow robe with

Japanese charactors on it and
Atripad bloomers but no dorsal fin
For the qualifying rounds, the
matbches alternated betweean the
twa rings. The combatants entered
from the east or west side of the
ring and then squatied facing
each other. They spread their
nrms oat with their hands apen to
thow that they had no weapans.
This was not the World Wrestling
Federation, Unlike the suma you
sow cn TV in Japan, they didn't do
the elnbarnte stomps to waks op
the gods or threw salt Lo purify
the ring — thess guys got dght
down ta =

The refereo held up & butterd
shaped fan to signal the beginni

ball. They timed it so their fista
touched the ground at the same
time, and st that mament they
lunged st aach other. SBome match.
o8 ended in an instant, others
went on and on. One strategy for
emall wresilars was to leap oot of
the way oo the lnrger wrestles
would fall down with his own
momantm. oo, they
with sach other and

woukd
tryfo the other out of the

ring Levesage becnmes vory
impartant. Cotmptimes, Ones who
knew pome judo might try a flip
Oipee they begun, the referee ah uf-
fled nimbly from sido to side io b
sandnled feet, shouting “Nokotta!
over and over, which the announe:
er explained means “Keep at it!”

. Prom outaide the ring, two
jsdpes watched for infractions
Ope time & judge called n guy for
hanging on to his epponent’s pock-
ets. This is probably not an official
rule becanse usually no one has
pockets. They stopped o make

sure each wrestler was grabbing

the rsght bita mnd then lat ﬂ:ulmp
on from there. The judges also
helped decide who won in close
finiates, When it was too-close to
call, they didnt have video replay,
so they re-played the whale
miulch, In these coses, the result
usually enme down to survival of
the fittest

The range in the size and abili-
ty of the contestants made the
matches in some ways more anber-
The man in his T0s wos & crowd
favourite. People in the crowd
yelled, “Gambatte! (do your best!).
But despite his valinnt efforts, he
waa unable to make it into the
next mund. Another fellow had his
name written in Japanese puncto-
sted with a heart, in what loaked
like lipatick. Despite this extrs

win. [n this touwrnament, perbng
the techniques wers harder u
classily.

Botween rounds, s female v
unteer cireled the ring with & by
white banner indicating which
round wan beginning, like v bay
ing matches except that the
woman ware & round white hat, a
T-shirt, shoris and running shoss
inatend of o bikini and high heels

For the semifinala, they used cols
one ring, 6o the crowd moved in
clémer, beightening the intimacy an:
excitament. At the beginning of
these matches, the referee in the
bright yellow robe melodicnlls
eallod cut the nomes of the con
testants, which reminded me of
the Buddhist prisst who chant
ed at my grandfather’s |

The'finalists were all of
Japanese descent, some post
wirjmmigrants, some i
here. In the consalntios
for third place, & young
buailder fought an cdder, smal
wiry man. The smaller man
taught the noviees the basi:
ritlea of engagement at Lhe
beginning of the taurmamen
and lod them in warming up
He hnd won the tourmament
several times before. The
match wasclose and they fel
together. The younger man
had just fought n Jong, closs
bout and kooked tired. 1n th
re-match, the wily veteran
ultimntely prevailed with
defily placed foot swipe

The final pitted & tall guy
with horizontal claw marks
on his back from an earlier
bout inst & siocky gy
with short hair and a goatee
that made him look like
Handom Tesk, the Asian
nssassin in “Austin Pewers
Bath hiad been to the finals
before.

The match was close, with lois
of twisting and grabbing and
pushing. Finally the tall man
managed to push the stocky man
out af the ring to become the
Yokoruna, the grand champion
the lord of the ring. He raised his
hands jubdlant in victory, unlike
the stoie formality of professionnl
sumo wrestiers, His long arms
were handy not enly during the
bout but after, Soon they were
fillad with o anck of the finest
quality rice, bottles of anké and
saya sauee, ns well ds a big tro-
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O March 4, m, nf exhilt
titled “More Than n Game: Sport
in the Japanese American
Commmunity” will open at the
Japaness American National
Musenm. | have had the privilege

.of curating that exhibit over the
past fiew yoars and have had the
chance to learn & lot about
Japanese Americen sport history
from the beginning to the present.

Accompanying the exhibit will
b n series of video pieces on JA
epart, & full slate of public and
educationnl progroms, and an
exhibit eatalog leaturing same of
the beat fesenrch on JA sport that
hns appeared [n recont yearn

As n preview to the exhibit and
the catalog, | thought PC. renders
might enjoy same seboctions from
the exhibat catalog. This essay,
whibch presenls an.overview of JA

rt, is & much sHorter version of
my overview sssny in the catalog
The othar pieses — Eiichiro
Asuma gn sume and kendo,
Joseph Svinth on the combative
sports; and Yoichi Nagata on the
Loa Angeles Nippon — ore also
sbridged versions of their contri
butions to the cotalog

In addition to the full versions
of thess pleces, the entalog will
feature seven other pieons on top
158 from AdA baseball in Howasi (o
NAL baskethall to the 1932

ympics

I hope you enjoy these pietes as
well as this entire tssue on JA
spart. And if your interest has
been whetted, be sure to come
check out the exhibit and catalog
when they premiere nest March,

Spart looms lurge in the history
of JAn. In every period of JA histo-
£y, fram the arrival of the frst
migrants to Howaii in 1885 to the
present, sport has been part of the
fabric of JA Lfe. Chor time, the
rale of sport in the JA commuonity

s changed, It has, however,

always mirroret] the tssues con-

fronting the JA community os a

whale. As such, one might trace
the socinl history of JAs through
the lens of sport. This essay is one
attempt to do just that

Sumo and Baschall
The twa most unportant Sporis
of tho Issed era were clenrly sumo
and baseball. Each was played by
‘FIIMd.n.d Mised nlike and onch had
H substantinl drmw as spectator

lpm-h
Though sumo hnd 2,000-year-
a l}lﬂ roots in Jopan, it would

= change in the wayit was procticed
ﬁwﬂm:rm mm For one

ing, the religivus and eeremoni.
all.:em.f which sumo carried
in npatfess context praduslly
dinsipatiod in Amorica, where it

EEE

mpaness context, JAS in o given
community formed sumo “teams®

' from surrounding comumumitio,

And tn deference lo American ses-
thethes, Nisei vouth were dften
nliorwed to wear swimming brunks
under their mawashd so a8 not to
eaposs too much of their posteri:
oy

As for baseball, it turns out that
America’s national pestime was
puining popalarity in Japan at
aboul the snmé Hme &s it was in
America. By the 1890s, college
nnd high schoal basehall hud sub-
stantial followings in Japon, The
leendary lehikaMeiji Gakuin
rivalry was in place by 1891 and

0. Rocsevelt issued Executive
Orrder 8066, which paved the way
for what would become the mass
axcuaion and internment of all
JAs on the West Coast.

In both the *assembly centers”
and "relocation centers,” sporting
activity pluyed an important role
in the Hves of many intermees
From the point of view of the
mamp sdministrators, spart and
recreation prOgrims wen impar-
tant in providing & wholesame
activity to alleviate the beredom,
which could load to more serious
problema if left unchecked. For

tion centers” administered by s
War Hefocation Authority, Thoug!
the peneral tenor of sporting
nctivities at agch camp seemed ¢
e mimmilar, detadls differed.
Newepapers at sach camp deta)
the deay-by-day and seasen-by-ses
son results of basehall - baekotbal]
foothall, sume, and the many
other sports which teok ploce i
ramp

Though the sports progracms
ware gimilar at the different WHS
cumpas, differonces in emphasis
emerged depending on loéal cond
tons and on the camp populat

T Fﬁ'_M'r BasEBALL

4 5 6 789

Pholo courlesy mmmmn Nabonal Mysssu
Zabra baseball team at Heart Mountain concantration I.‘:a.l'np 1844 (92.10.20F)

the hugely popular annial
National High Schoal Basehall
Summer Championship
Teurnament (Koshien) was started
in 1915. And while baseball's sym-
holiamn may have had an
“Americanizing” influence on
some Nised, the fact that most
Nised played America’s national
pastimie in o nted JA con-
(7543 pﬂhl.blrmudqud any
such influence.

_And if JA sumo took on some
distinctly "American® elements,
J i basehall took on seme
‘annum foatures. According to

Michael Didhiro, JA basehall on
the island of Kaoei tock cn the
sumn custom of swarding siar
pl-lru'l “bags of rice, tuba of miso,
saké, shoye nnd even bolts of

cloth. As in Japan, the W
for the event wers

JAn themsslves, spart was an
enjoyable way to pass time, a link
o prewar communities, kad o
moans of cottinuing at least one
aspect of JA cultures in the deso-
Inte sotiing of American concen.
u'lhunm_

Theugh onty in the "sasembly
centers” fior a few months, JAs
wasted littls time in sstting up
nport in the summer of
1842 [ \

For instanee, the baskethall pro-
gram at the Amache camp in
Colorado flourished in part
because the league could uss the
Eymnesium less then o mile from
the camp. At Gils, baseball wes




done their part to make the camp
experience more bonrable for the
inwm--ﬂlf::uﬁﬂrd'nlm-
temporary book about baseball in
camp puts it, "Baseball Saved Us”

Soldiers

Athletes weore soemingly over-

tod among the Niso sol.

diern. Many of thess athletes were
part of the various = taams af
the 100th and 442nd which served
as ambassadors for Nisei soldiers
and for JAs os 8 whole. Sedly, sev.
ernl top athletes were among
those who their Hves in the
war. In fact the'first membar of
tha 100th ta bo Killed in action
wis baseball sty Joe Takata, who
had starred at MieRinley High and
with the Asshi of Honalulu prior
to his induetion.

The 442nd Regimental Combat

Team was nctivated on Feb, 1,
1943, and went overseas in May of
18944, whare they incorpornted the
100th. The 442nd went on to com-
pile & sterling war record. The
442nd teams in various sparts
including buglbaﬂ baskot-
ball, volleyball and boxing
competed against other
sorvicn teams, breaking
dawn barriers between
thamselves and themany
Amierican garvi n who
had never seen a JA
baffore.

If the 100th was known
for its basehall team, &
group which called itself
the "Chowhounds”™ was
beat known for its bodng team
Theall Nisei 1393th Engineering
Copnstruction Battalion spent the
war yenrs in Hawail, performing
vital construction tasks. Due in
large part to boxer “Tiny” Temmy
Murota, many top amateur fight
erd ended uguns part of the
“Chowhounds.”

m.dnﬂutﬂﬂmldmcnt
an
In the years after WWIL, main-
land JAs tried to rebuild their
lives after the troumna of intern-
ment. ITn Hawadi, JAs were adjust-
ing to s new society, where return-
ing Misei veterans weren't about
to take a back sent to anyooe aoy-
more, In both places, spart would
be nn importast part of the
adjustments boing made by roset-
tlars and returning veterans alike
to the new world order

It seems clear that the mest
important community-level sparts
among JAs in the bt couple of
decades after WWII were basket-
ball, basoball, bewling, and goil In
both Hawaii and on the mainland,
it peaple trying as hard os they
eould to be “Americsn” and to
downplay those perts of them-
soltves that were “Japaneso” led to
the inevitable decline in
S ® pparts such a8 sumo
and kendo in the immediate post-
war years. While judo would even-
tunlly rebound (due in large pari
to its adoption by the 1.5 mili-
tary, therely validating its
*American-ness”) and even kendo
would ‘come back, the war eSen-
mﬂﬁ Teillesd .!.h sumo, with some

cxceplions
If sume carried the wrong sym-
* batiam, thea each of the other four
pome aspect of the
drenm JAs so badly
wanted to be a part of. Baschall
‘remained “America’s national pas-

time”™ and continued to play &
major rele in JA communities an
toams and losgues formed end
reformed after the war, In'Hawaii,
the wartimes changes in the
Hawaii Baseball League and in
the AJA leagues remained intact
and led to baseballs peciod of
reatost ity in the decade
Bt eyl

If baseball evaked nestalgin and
lazy Sundey afternoons out in the
Geld, basketball wos the dey
gume which represented the cty's
faster and more aggresaive pace
in the cramped quarters of the
playground or pymfasium, As the
mainland JA population became
more urbanized after the war,
baskethall came to eclipse base-
ball in pepulanty ameng JAs
Tightly erganized basketball
leagaes formed in all the major
mainland cities with substantial
JA populations, including former
outposts such &s Salt Lake City,
Chicago, and Denver, which now
swielled with JAs who had reset-
tied there out of the camps before

newspaper of 10, 1949,
'hullinﬁ IJ::M team
among the Niset." [t estima

that there wers 300 Nissi bowling
teams on the mainland in aboot
40 loagues. As Harry Honda wrote
in Nisei Viie magazing, “This pas-
time is strictly USA. . the
indoor game embracng automatic
pin-sotters, sleek maplewood .
lleys and boon companionahips s
in the same classic z';:'u:n
ranks @s bascball and hamburger
sandwiches * By 1947, the JACL
Wia 8 ing nn annunl nation
al bmmmmmm for male
and female bowlers from all over
the country, By 1948, three main-
land Nise: bowlers had rolled 300
games, the mark of perfection in
bowling. By all appearances, JA
bawling wns booming.

Thiere wis just one problem
Thie Americsn Bowling Congress,
bowling's ruling bud}ﬁmd prohib-
ited membership by people af
color, MWisei weore thus prohibited
from bowling in ABC sanctioned
toarnaments, efectively locking

In both Hawaii and on the mainland, a people trying as hard
as they could to be "Amenican” and to downplay those parts  Nisei women swizazacrs
of themselves that were “Japanese” led fo the inevitable
decline in “Japanese” sports such as sumo and kendo in the

immediale postwar years.

thi West Coast had beon
reopened. A Jeaguo even formed 10
Soanbrook, New Jersey, where sev-
wral thoussand JAs from the camps
resstiled o starting m 1944
Bafome long, Nerthern and
Zaouthern Californin champsons
were playing each ather in an
annual championship game and
an “Criental American” baskethall
tournament was an anngal event
by the late 1940s. Teams like the
Nisei Trading Lords, fed by USC
slavers Haz Shingato and Dicloe
Nagad, and the San Francisco
Chiress Spinla became notarious
in JA baskethall circles.

Bawling nnd golf represented
ather enpects of the American -
dream far the post-ndoleacent. I
the Leisure class symboliam of galf
was whal everyone aspired to,
godfs coat, its hours, and its overt
racism put it bevond the reach of
most, This is not to bay it didn't
have its adhierents among JAs
Leseé golf clubs, such ra the sar-
danteally named “Yogi Oki” CGet
up at 4 n.m ") club, go bock to well
befare the war The JACL arga-
nized it frst annual national gell
tournament in April 19338, draw:
ing 300 gelfers. After the war, o
rnetwork of Mised golf clubs formed
by the mid 50s and by th late 50k,
an annoal “Nisei Open® tourna-
ment wis being held at the famed
course ot Californin’s Pebble
Beach.

But for the produse stand work-
ors, gurdeners, farmom, and the
like who made up the bulk of the
JA population, golf was out of the
question. “You koow, 1 always
wanted to golf,” said Gardenn
flower alop owner Shozo
Hiraizemi. “But my bours didn’t
allow it. That's when I started
bowling.”

Hu gurely had company. -
Aecording te the Peeific Citizen,

thim out of top leagues across the
country. While JA leagues and
tournaments took up part of the
nlnck, the prohibition gnawed at
MRRY.

Dieapite stubborn oppomition by
ABC hard-linors, b string of law.
suits and other challenges to the
barn led the ABC to copatulnte less
than o yenr |ater. By September of
1950, the eolar ban in bowling was
dead.

While the ending of overt dis-
crimninetion in bowling and other
sparts lod to JAs bowling in main-
stroam lengues and toarmaments
— and tow fiw Nisel entering the
professiona] ranks — it dido't kil
thi JA leagues. On the contrary,
JA sports lengues continued to
flosmrash through the 50s, 60s, and
T0s, demonstrating that, while
they may have been founded as a
respanas Lo ractam, they continued
because many JAs wanted to aaso-
cinte with others Hke themsohrea
The leagues also may have served
snother function as a place where
JA men who lncked the ability to
star in mainstream leagues could
vabidate their maseulinity and
identity as Americans,

It wasn't anly men and boys
who played either. From well
before the war, there were JA
spart leagues for women and girks
na well. Formhed in part o a roac-
tion to discrimination, the JA
women's teams and lesguees also
perved the social function of allow-
ing young Nisei women to meet
and socislize with other young
Wised in other communities. "It

Womon's beagues formed
renewed nftor the war in the
majar i as wail

womaen's tenm was the 1648
. | champion ErTﬂ.:;ihﬂ :
safthal 1 [
played & preliminsry game before
n Philadelphia Warriorn/
Minneapolis Lakers garme in
1949, Bowling and golf leagues for
JA wamen also formed in many
JA papulstion senters

mf there were 8 number of
prominent Nisel era women ath-
letes ns well. Alice Hinagn Tokets
waa recuited out of high school to
play baseball for the Night Ball
Asgocintion of San Jose 1n 1931 A
number of Misel women bewled
professionally and on local televi.
mion, including Chiyo
Tashima,

Mizunoue, and Jody
Kikuta And & group of

world champions

But the greatest Niss
winan athlete was
undoubtedly Naney Tto.
In 1850, the 5-foot-T-inch
Donver native played for-
wiard for the Hudscnettas in the
Women's Notional AAU basket-
ball tournament kn St. Joseph,
Misaouri, [t once scored 25 of her
team’s 30 points in a biskethall
grme .
But it wos in softball that Ito
made hir mark. A top amateur
player by sge 14, she played io a
i -professionnl league in
Chicago by age 18. In 1963, ahe
left Danver for the West Coast
and jained the Orange Lionstids,
one af the country’s best amateur
softball teama. In her 15 years
with the Lionettes, Ito wan the
starting cxtcher on four natienal
champéionship teams. She was a
first or second team all- !
18 timea. She was elected to the
Natonal Sefthall Hail of Fame in
1982

IV. At the Top of Their
Game: JA Sport Stars

that JAs hoven't excelled in main-
stroam sports io | numbers
bocause () they the neces-

sary size and (b} their culture val-
wes education and more 1
pursuits and discourages the pur-
it of sport — and the arts,
humanities, and cther '(il'IIIITII'.JJ'
cal” ventures — a8 oo occupation
Indoed, thers is & grain of truth to
each.

But the first explanation docs-
mt such i

disadvantagn iz
It slse deesnt address such sports
as tonnid or avto racing whare

sime isnt not ta
s l.llrp-d'ruﬂ:ﬁ‘ -

' Cititen Hollday Issue, Decermnber, 1999
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Wat Misakn turned dewn an offer
from the Harlom Globotrotters to

finish off his engineering degree. A

memorablo Pacific Citizen head-
Lime p imed “Johnny Kuroda
Tarns Pro Ball for

8 .

IFin fact thess stocks wars typ-

the mainband in 1940 to pursue o
national title, he endod up ot the
Tule Laks “relocation center” in
the spring of 1942, where he
began o weightlifting club
Resottling in Chicago in 1943, he
won b siate competition which
bocame his ticket to the
weightlifdng meoca of York,
Pennsyivania, where an cotreprs-
s and i ifting onthusmst
naméd-Bab Hoffman was bailding

: Photo courtesy of the Japanese Arencan Mabonal Moteum
The 1952 Olympc wekghtifting team, from left 1o right, Emerick Ishikawa, Richard
Tomita, coach, Harold Sakata, and Richard Tom. (96.62.1)

tiona. In June, that team waa sent
tor Diallag for the junior nationsls,
whars both Snkats and Thm wan
titles. After o disappointing show-
ing mt the senior nationals in
Chicago & woek later, the pair
journeyed to York, where they vis-
ited Inhiksws nnd ended up tracn-
in with the York team for three
manths, until the world champi-
pnahipe in Philedel phia.

At that meet, Tom took second
ang Sakata took fourth. Tom and
Sakata trained wilh the Nuuanu
YMOA group with ronewed enthu.
sinsm, knowing they had & good
shot ot the 1946 Olympics. They,
along with Richard Toemdta and
Ishikswa, ail made
the 1948 American
toarm. At the London
Olympic Guos,
Saknta won & silver
madal st 181 pounds
and Tom o bronze at
123, Along with
| Keomean Amsrican
diver Sammy Lae
end Filipino
Amierican diver
Victoria Manala
Diraves, they became
the first Asinn
Amencans Lo win
Olyenpic medals

After the
Olympica, they
returned Lo Hawaii
and Tom and
Ishikawn went inta
semni-retirement,
while Sakata wont
on Lo professions)
wrestling. Tornita
continued to com-
pete and won a
panior national title
in 1949, (rther
nationally ranked
Harwadi lifters in this
poriod included
Donald Uchimura

cal and top Nisai athlotes wers in

faet turning down the opportund-
ties for professionnl careers for

more practoal pursuits, one has fa

wonder why. And while family
pressure undoubtedly had some-
thing to do with it, ane can't help
but think that the expectation of
discriminatiom waa n reality for
Misni in nearly every aspect of
Lives, from what jobs they

eould mnlbgi hape to get, to
which ni they eonld
live in, to whom they could marry
And s of the lato 1940, the

pretty much wihite-only, Even par-

ﬁﬂ'pl-ﬂli [ such ma golf and
bowling implict or explicit
racial , i3 we have seen.

But the biggest argument that
perceived opportunity, or the lack
af it, was &3 impartant o factor in
JAs pursuing sports careers ns
ack of size or cultumn] considera-
jons is in the counter examples,
twe sports in particular, JAs
other ethric minorities were
encouraged to participate in the
. In both sports, JA athletes
champions in dspropar-

==

B

]

:
E

'INEW] ANPIOH TITIND B

o world weightlifting powerhause

The owner of York Harbell
Company and publisher of
Strangth and Health magarine,
Hoffman surely had selfish roa-
sona for building up American
weightlifting. But he alss bolisved
that roce should not be o barrier
to athletic competion end buill o
national team which looked like
Armerica,

cf;{llfmau's teams would come to
inclode Exnstorn European tmmi-
Frants, Afrbean Amorizans, and
Asinn Americans st a time when
ooe rarely saw them in other

Eports
As part of the York team,
Ishikawn was an immedinto sen-
eation, winning both the jonior
and sendor nationals in 1944, set-
ting n world record in the Intter
He would goon to win thres mare
pemior pational tiles nnd compete
in the 1948 Olympie
Eefors laaving gm.unhnd
partners with Kona
native Saknta
Honalulu native Richard ;

{the “Outstanding Liftec” of the
Hawaiinn Territorial Toarnnment
in 1849) and Yonhi

(sendar nationals pion st 132
pounds in1951),

Then {n 1851, Korean American
physician Die. Richard Yoo
epproached the Hawaii Hiter
nbout reforming a team in order
to mnke o run at the 1952
Olympics. That team would come
to include Tomits, Ishilkowa, Thm
Yoahioka, John Odo, and Ed
Bailey At the senior nationals and
Olympic trinls in New York City,
the HowatiMuuanu tedm defest-
o the York team for the team
title, ending the latter's two-

wns also an original member of
the *Thres Year Swim Club™
Muaui

The ntary of the TYSC has
become & lagendary one tn Howa,
A high school scence teacher o
Puunene School on Maw in 153
Sakamoto paw his students play
ing in plantabton irrigetion ditches
munning by the school enty to be
chised out by plantation police
Feanling that thin was good recre
etion for the kids, he voluntesrsd
o supervise tham if they wor
allowed to continwe swimemdng
thae ditchos. Tb inspire the siu
denta, he announcod in his fome
room class the formation of “The
Thres Year Swim Club,® — o
groop whose goal would be i
ewim in the 1940 Olympicn thres
years away. One hundred student
signid contracts vowing to absiam
fram liguer, tobaceo, gambling,
and profnity, and to promote loy
nlty, bravery, good rtamansiip,
and other good stufl.

The Olympics were about as
audncicus n goal as one could
imegrine, tince Sakaroto had ne
farmal training in swimming,
knew nothing about the sport but
| enmie from the old schood of
thought that belisved in common
senan,” he recalled. =5 1 took o
COIMIMON BenSE A ch to concn
ing." His me e s of b
oheervation of animals, his study
of currents, and principles of
music. He filmed his swimmers
and analyzed it A yoar lnter, the
team atiended their first compet
tion in Whaildhd. Kiyoahi “Heo™
Nakams beat Clympic swimmes
Ralph Gilman in the 400-meter
froestyle, foreshadowing future
success, In 1938 in Detrodt, his

mieter
the B00- nnd 1,500-mater freestyle

avernia,

Crver the next few years,
Sakamobo's Hawaii teams dom:
nated American swimming. He
lnnt_t-rdn teams to the national
championehips and won six team
championabips, The 1940
Olympics wers canceled due to
celed, it 1 Kkl that sty

many mem
bers of the Armerican team would
have ben Sakamoto’s swimmers
The teamm may have peaked in
1541 in Bt Lenuis, whon the Maw
Eroup won eight out of the 10
events en roate to thair third
nationsl

With the P-ul"rhz
after

Bill Bmith
of won two
1952, Hawnii's

medala In
Honno won

twe pold medals and & sflver
Yoahinoba
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In the majar American sports of
afd m";ld.u;,aa £ tho
As at
level and o seloct few have
had professtonal careers. In base-
ball, the major lasguers includea
RynnKurdsaki, Lenn Sakats, Atles
Hammaker, Don Wakamatsu, and
Onan Masacks. While Karosaki
and Wakamatsu played just & fow
in the majors, Sakats and
;p]-:n-d for eloven and

of star players besides 1to
I the lnte 48 and sarly
Bickey and Faye, stacred
and Faye,
for the Utah Shamrocks,
one of the country'’s best
amatoer sefiball tearms
Mare recently, Megumi
Taknaaki completed a stel.
lar caresr at I.E-: University
of Californin Borkeley and
ployed professionally for the
Carolina Diamonds of the
Women's Professional Softhall
League this past summer.

Among the many JAa to play
colbege foothall are Joo Nagats,
wheo played for Louisiana State
University in 1943 in the Orange
Bowl] and Art Matsu, 8 quarter-
back at William & H.l:ry 1 the
15{0a. Mo less than 13 JAs played
for the University of Howail in
1949, Chad Marton is a currenl
star tailback at the University of
Southern California.

Aside fram Wally Yonamine's
stint with the San Franciseo
dbers, the only JAs to play in the
Mational Football League nre
Amold Morgade of the University
of Hawnii in the 19808 nnd
Johnny Morton, the former USC
siar who now plays for the Detrait

Among JAs to play college bas-
kaotball, the best known was cer-
tainly Wit Mianka, who starred at
the University of Utah in the
1940s. Misaks was & key player
on both Utah's 1944 NCAA cham-
pionship team and their 1947 NIT

d:.ngp-l He later Ll.}nedmmrl'w
the d‘*\'m'l P

EH

Storr hisa been &

the Los Angelea

Many JAs have excelled in the
Olyrrgiie apoits bosl ;
nnd weightlifting. In
Bl'icsmmpl.ﬂu{'lbapld
nisdal

of the 1964 and 1872 Olympic

j7 TR
Anather notable O e athe
:Ist.aufmuwl’m‘h‘ﬂnnﬂmh
who has qualified for every U3,
Olympic taam sines 1976, a
recard-setting total of six Olympic
teams. He is & liun;punlmhmﬂ_
champion, two-time -Amercn
games gold medalist, and an
pic bronze mednlist (n 1984
neither made the
Clympic team, track stars Henry

was & professonal player
1980s. In goll, Kluu'h.HDlu'id wktlf-.“
his played professionally in
Japan and the United Stiates,
while Lenare Muracka
Rittenhouse has won an LPGA
‘tour event, Kim Saiki and Pam
HKometané also currently play on
the LPGA tour, while Guay
Yamamoto won the 115, Poblic
Links championship in 1994
Though not s many JAs have
wxenlled in the wintar sparis, in
part because they tend to be con-
coptrated in warm woather areas,
there hove boon & fes:. Hank
Kashiwn, o aative of upatate New
York, was & membar of the U5,
Sl taam in the late 60s and early
04 wes warld champion in 1963,
the waorld professional champion
in 1975, and & member of the
1972 U.S. Olympic team which
went to Bapporo, Japan. Ryan

Though they often faced barriers, the list of JA
athletes who have made their mark in main-
stream American sports is a long one. Though
most are not household names, each made his

or her mark.

Athare nnd Rick Naji wers both
amang America’s best in their
ovents. Atharn won the 1945
NCAAM long jump championship
while ut the University of Illinois
and starred at USC in 1849 and
1950, Noji was the 1992 Pac-10
high jump champion and wos a
member of three 1.8, track and
field warld championship teams
‘The 5-foot-B-inch Noji has o carcer
best highjump of T feet 6172 inch-
[

As one would expoct, many JAs
have excelled in juds, sines its
introduction as an Olympic sport
in 1964 Paul Maroyama was &
member of the insugural U5,
Hympie judo team and was the
coach of tha 1880 and 1984 teams
Howin Asano was & silver medalist
in 1988. Other judo Odympic team
mombers include Cralg Agena
(1984}, Sandra Bacher {1992),
Patnick Mitsugt Burris (1976),
HKeith Nakesone (19800, Liliko
Ogusawars (1992}, Tony Okadn
(1992) Steven Seck (1980}, Clifton
Bunada (1556), and Nicki
Yonesulkd (1980,

Of courss the most famous JA
ETE'DM 1'99'2 Olym

4 pic
pold medalist.

Shimabukwr was a member af
the U.E. national spesd shating
team in the 19908, What is moat
romarknbls about Shimabukura's
story is that be is from Hawaii
Finally, there are the extrems
nthletes. Though the term
‘mm’uﬂrﬂnﬁvﬂy
recent vin the concept in cor-
tainly not. hive always
boen those willing to test the lm-
its af the possiblh just for the
thrill of deing it. Whether Lasei
daredevil pilots or rnce car drivers
of the 1910s, sarfers of the 1950s
and 60s, or sl and
rock climbers of the 1990, cne
nuspects the impulss to do what
they did was much the same. *
What has changed is the commod-
ification of such sports in the last
docade or bwo. As such, the names
af those lssed pilots and racers will
TN 1 obscure, while
some of the skateboprders
have managed to attain a mes-
sure of fame and fortune. In
ticular, Christinn Hosoi and
Caballers were among the skate-
board world's biggest stars in the
1460s, while Tom Inouye was »
star in the 1570s. And Wayne
Miyitas, o surfing pioneer of the
18502 and G0s, appears in the leg-
endary movie "Endless
Summer”™ & gen-
eration of Sanssd and
mﬂ:hlpwlinthalmmd

LELS

An wo approach the year 2000,
the JA community is hu'ar:‘.nd

would ooly be able to say which
trands those are if one could
dict the fstare. But lacking that,
_Lb--mﬂuhﬁ;du possibil.
of peert

An we've
Lhm.d- of

ithen.
Ome is the
pan-Ad Eport
soan, there have
which

pan-Asinn
dm back to the and 0,
whan we saw Jl.pu.nau—?iﬁpmq

tonms played in ot least some JA4
banketball and bowling leagues in
the first duﬂ-dll nfter war angd
an "Oriental Amarican” baskethall
tournement started in 1947, But
by the late 1850s, this early pan-
Asinnism soems to have mostly
vanishod. After the 18708, wo've
agnin started to soe & small aum.
ber of non-Japanese AfLs allowed
to play in some languss

It's only boen in the past few
years, however, that we've seen
explicitly AA sport loaguaes, firet in
the Seattle ars and most recently
in Orange County,
California. That Soattle,

which has 8 smaller con
contration of JAs than
Hawati or Nerthern and
SBouthern Californin,
should be the firet to have
AA leagues — indoed, they
also soemed to be most
inclosive in the 1940w as -
well — suggests that this
might be one direction JA
comumunities will take as
their populntion spreads
ot and shrinks relative to other
A groupa, But the fact that com-
munities in places like Derver or
Salt Lake City did not go this
:'wh —]:: thoms ub.n:ﬂ:}:u, JA

Bagues Eve y Tnded
sway and not replaced by
anything elss — & ta that it
is for from cortain this will hap-
pen elsewhere.

In both Hawaii end Southern
California, we've s&én & resur-
gence of trips to Japan by youth
all-star teams ovor the past couple
nl'd‘-nc-ldh The makeup of these
vo, In Hawadi,

h.mmmmm;m-nuﬂ:.
four decades. o special attempt
seems to be made to make sure
JAs nre on these teams, though
the ethmic makeop of
aii, there have always boen at
bautlih-l.

dnpan for the last 20

wnm inmﬂ;%:n

hﬂnmmmh_ thie
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Proto couresy of e Japanese Areacan Kabon) Moasegm
Los Angeies Nippon baseball team, Apnl 1935, (22.100,33)

catcher for the
Nernon Tigers in
the pro Pacific
Coast League
{PCL), had added
o alick-fielding
and power-hitting
outficlder from
Maud, Jimmy
Horio, as weoll as
Harry “Tar”
Shirachi and Theha
Kuwita of
Naorthern
Califorma

Om Oet. 27,
15249, the majar
league Warid
Sanes had been
over for two
woeks, however,
the Little Tokyo
World Serjes was
nbout to roise its
curtain. Bosloads
of funs were trans-
parted (o the
MGM ballpark i
Culver City. The
erowd of 2,000
averflowed the

By YOICHI NAGATA

Birth of a Nisci Team

The 19205 and 1530 witnessed
phenomenal growth in baseball
in all seetions of the United
States. This was likewise reflect.
ed in the growth of Japanese
American baseball in Southern
Califormin

There had been & team consist-
ing of lxsei and older Nises
ballplayers in the early 1910s
But it wasn't until 1923 that
baseball really took off among
JAs in Los Anpeles, whan
Eendchire Zemumurn, oo Issed
player in Freano, brotight a team
made up of Hawai'i Nisel to play
& local Los Angeles pick-up team

At the time of the Immigration
Act of 1924, the lssei community
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active in the Los Angeles area. It
was the year that the Southern
Califorrus Japanose Basehall
Assatinthon argamoed & ut;mn,;
Nisei basshall team to represont
the JA community againat other
Americap athletic teams,

Ad the time, the Dinmonds,
made up mostly of gardeners in
uptown Les Angeles, and the
ivers, the Nissd dub izauf
by kindergarten teacher Nellio
Girnco Oiiver, were contenders for
the top JA basshall team. The
two soon merged Lo form one
team called the Los Angeles
Nippons Bassball Clob, The LA
Nippons ware the only Japaness
nemi-profesgional Leam Lo play
against whilts and black semi-pro
Cenms.

Japancse All-Stars

Lo 1927, bowever, & rival
ecmerged — the Grand Central
Mnrked temm — which eroes out
of a local downtown retail murket

stands and fans
were gitung on the comers of the
Finkd.

The gume started with & two-
run hamer by the Nippona' Min
Watanabe sgaingt Muorkot ace
Tar Shirachi. By the bottom of
two runs and was relieved by 19
year-old peweomer George
Matsuurs. Fans thought the
game was over But be surprised
everyone by ealming the Nippons'
bats with his breaking balls. The
Market toam rallied to peore six
runa in the fifth and beat the
Nippons in a 5-5 victory.

Game two, on Dec. 8, wos
decidod in the bottem of the
mipghth with two oots, Matauurs
eommitied a balk with o man on
third and the deading run
cromsed the plate. The Nippons
prevailed in o closs 8-7,

The rubber prme was to be

ars.
Two months later, an March 2,

1930, & new best-of-three serics

wen opened betwoen the Mippons

Benns Yamamaoto, the San Peds
Skippers pitcher in 1934

1931 Japan Tour

The year af 1931 opened wtl
the deepening Depression. Oy
Feb. 18, the L.A. Nippons
embarked upan their first thre
month toar of Japan, after being
invited by the Csaka Mainich:
NEWEpRpT. Proor o World War 11
sturting with two Seattle team:
tn 1914, more than 20 West
Coast JA teams had erossed the
ocean to ploy games in Japan

Thres Caucasian players wer
on the traveling Nippons team
The Japanese sponsar had
requested them so that the team
would be stronger and the game
would draw more fans. Howe
the Nippons almost always reg:
Iarly earried white plavers on
their squad anyway, which wa
unusual for a Nise: team
Univermity of Sopthern Californun
pitcher Jimmy Crandall, 17-year
cld major league prospect Red
Frazier and:former PCL and
Western Leaguer Bucky Horne
ware oll looking forward to peoing
Japan

The LA MNippons arrived on
March 21 at Koshien Stadium :n
Omaka to play sgninst the Hove
Club (Hosei Urndversity), In the
third inning, Kondo drove in o
run, and in the fourth the
Nippons® attack knocked out the
Hosei starter, lefty Koro Suzul:
foreing Henry “Bozo™
Wakabayashi, a Hawai'i Nisei, 10
take the mound. Wakabayash:
came in with one out and run
pors o0 first and third and
retired Crandall on a fly to left
for a second out. But Horio dou
bled in another run. Again in the
sixth, Takaheahi hit a triple off
Wllhhu. i, his old playmats o
the pineapple plantation village,
driving in & run, and the Nippons
onlobrated their firgt win, 3-1, on
Japanese soil.

The following day the Mippons
out-hit the Hosel team again for
un B8 victory.

The LA Nippons awept their
gﬂt ten games in the Oaska nlnn-:lI

BEOYa Areas .g:.i.nlt el and
riddle mchoal tenms. Thn;.f:hnul
the trip, the visitors recesvesd
mare cheers from the crowd in
the stands than the home teams
"Thedr first loss came in the
aleventh when the rookie
wd’ caei upsst the Nippons

Baseball was st & fiever pitch in
Jupan as Hon Matsumato
described in his trip dinry; “There
in no place for children to play,
nxve in the street or the narrow
betwesn houses. But how

e




By JOE SVINTH

Juda

Judo in & system of jocketed and
belted wrestling first devel 5
during the 1880 by the Jopaness
educator Jigoro Kano, The ward
“judo” manns “the gentle way”
While judo is hardly gentle, the
name meant, oy Hano would Inter
say, that “what I taught was not »
dangerous thing, nor would it
needlesaly injure any persan®

Judo first came to international
attention in April 1888, when
Kano and Brittsh missionary
Thomas Lindsay presented a
paper called “Fiujitsu: The Old
Semurai Art of Fighting Without
Weapons™ Lo the Asintic Society of
Japan Hano emphasized n theme
to whichi he would return again
and again, *Ite main princple
bering oot to match strength with
strength, but to gain victory by
yinlding vo strength *

In October 1903, Kanos student
Yoshitsugu Yamashits introduced
Jjudo intothe United States, By
1904, Yarmashita's students
included Prosident Theodore
Roosavelt. Meanwhile,
Yamnashitn's wife Fude taught
judato wealthy Washinpton
socinlites

By 15907, Amercan pepeaplions
ol what most people enlled jiugit-
su” began souring: The reason
was partly a nising distrust of
Japan and partly the anties of
Jdapanese professional wrestlers
thisn towring Morth Ameriea.
Many of these wrestlers wore
competent judoka, incuding
Katsukumn Higashi, who was the
subject of several books by Irving
Huneock; Eisel Maeda, who upon
moving to Brozil started what
would me Gracie jujitau;
Talkeugaro Ita, wha s often (wrong-
Iy} eredited with establishing the
Seattle Dojo, the oldest Kodokan
jude elub in the Tinited States;
and Taro Miyake, n plonesr of
British judo. But as wrestling pro-
moters were mostly interested in
exploiting racinl sterectypes, the
alills of thess men were usually

Knno was well aware of these
problems, and as a result he
emphasized to foreigners thot
judo was not what one saw in pro-
fessional wrestling nongs.
Whenever he vinited Eurcps ar
the United States in his mole-as
Japan's representative to the
International Olympic Commities,
be always gave English-Innguage
spaeches op jude to the press As
thoas .,pogd].u WA i.m.'mihl"f
punctusted by demonstrations of
jiade techniques and princples,
the novelty ensured him far botter
media coverage than might be

Moanwhile, the Japanese
Ministry of Education began asso-
ciating jndo with building charsc-
tor in bovs, and after Warld War I,
Japanese tenchers trained in the
phalosophy (and in jiido) eame to

North America to teach at
Japanese Innguage schools, By the
lute 1920s, jude ciuhas started
begoming common in Washington,
Oregon and Californin. (Hawaii,
mieanwhile, had its own style,
Danzan Ryu jujutsa, that was
canontinily a local offshoat of Hito-
A the san

- same tBme, le wiha
were not -Dleph.beneF:lfﬁcnmn
ethaicity bogan stydying juda

The pieneers hero were mostly
Britzsh and German, although ane
African American com-

poted in & Loa
Angeles jado nil-
slar tourmn-
mentin 4
1936
Thnt

snad,

to UL, military personnel and Lo
civilians biving in Chicago and
other Midwostern dises with Lu.rgr
JA populaticns,

In Fobruary 1943, judo gained
conmiderable noloriety when a
143-pound Chicago juds tescher
named Masato Tamurs defeated a
20fpound pro wrestler using &
standard jacket chole.

Until the 159508, most judoks
were male. Stll, in 1923, Danzan
Ry jujutsu teacher Sefahiro
“Henry™ (Muaeaki begen organiz-

ing girls’ pelf-defenso
wlnanes vt the Hilo
YWOA, and 13
yoars later,
20-your-ald
Shizuo

Osumi

Photo courtesy of the Japanese Amancan Natonal Museum
Bower "Homoode” Hal Hoshino, ca. 1836, (B6.21.1b)

moat North Amencan Jud.nh
between 1928 and 1948 were
Nisei or Sansei. Caleulntions
based on the Nise: male popula
tiom in 15840 and the membership
of the twanty judo cluba in
Washington and Cregon in 1840
saggpest that about 18 pereent of
Paafic Northwest Nikked boya
practioed somas judo during their
youth and that neerly 5 percant
evantually earned black belt rank-
I A .
n%unng World War 11, the War
Relocation Autharity often hired
ndult Nisei judoka to provide
internal security in the concentra-
tiom r_lmw hir._\m:;ﬂn.ul;ﬁ and
u MNuset | taught
fu:lf:r to Jundars. Crutzide the
carmpa, Niss judoks taught judo

Hawai'i beeamne the first Nism
woman to earn black belt ranking
in Japan,

Following WWII, mare girls and
women bogan doing judo. Not
everyons was happy about this,
and when Rena Glickman defoat-
ed o male opponont during an
AAU sanctioned judo meet held in
New York City in 1961, the AAL
banned women from compeding o
all future jude tournamenta. This
didn't change untsl 1871, and it
wazn until 1973 that the AALU
allowed women to compete
against other women osing stan-
dard rules -

Boxing
Western-style pugilism was
among the frst/svocations of

Japanese immigrants to the
United States. For instance,
Tokwiro *“Charley” Sasalo started
baxing in San Francisos during
the Iate 1670s. Sasakin East
Coast contemporary was Sotokachs
Uru, & midshipman at the US,
Naval Acndemy who started box-
ing at the Annapatis YMCA in
1881

An lssed named Otani wae the

firnt to gmin rvﬁmnl] reputation
En'l.ﬂ"milﬁm'l s around 18905,
Crani later moved to San
Francisco where he cume out see-
und in n bar fight, after which
sarmeone supgesiod he join & box-
ing elub

He mat o promoter named
Eddic Robinson who dubbed him
“Yeung Togo.” Hobinson managed
nnother “Young Thge,” this time
Young Tego Horiyama of Fort
Smith, Ark. In Oklahoma in 1911,
Koriyams went 15 rounds with
formar bantamweight champion
Harry Forbes In February 1912,
Koriyama met former world ™~
champion Csear “Battling™
Nelson, Koriyama weighed 116
paunds, while Nelson w;.'lghl?d
about 14E. Although the odds
warn bid at 100-1 agrinst him,
Hnn_\.'a.l:r.a Bgaif wenl the dis.
Tance

Korivama fought another for-
mer world champion, Frankse
{‘.anlr_\.'. in August 1913, ns well as
first-rate fighter Mextean Joe
Rivers. Promoter Jack Dovle said
they were some of the best four.
round fights he'd ever seen

Yujire Watanabe, penerally
regarded as the Inther off
Japanese boxing, was another
California pugilist of the 1910s
By 1921, 1t was roported that he'd
won 30 matches, lost six and tied
the rest

The maost famous Nise boxer of
the 1920 wan probably the future
JACL leader James ¥, Sakamoto.
Born in 1903, Sakamoto learned
judao from his father. While in col-
lege, he found & job as the
English-lnngusge editor for 8 New
York newspaper called Jopaness-
American News, and on the side
he taught baxing at the Japanese
Christinn Instituts, In 1925,
ESakamato tock up professional
boxing, and by 1927, Honolulu
papers considered him o major
contender. Unfortunately, he suf-
fered detmched retines in the ring
and went blind fnstead.

ofiro “George K." Ishii, the
Jupaness Phantom, wos another
oarly Soattle pro. A former varsity
Toothall pl , the 110-pounder
started hia boxing career in 1920
while working in an Alaskan
salmon cannery. Over the next 10
years he fought mare than 100
four and Gve-round fights in
Washington, Cregon and British
it, about two-thirds of thess fights
resulted in his being declared the
winmner

See COMBATIVES page 38
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By ENICHIRO AZUMA

The history of Jnpapess mer-
tial arts, including kindo and
sumo, can bo Sivided into twa
phases: the mid-1920s Tssei-ern
and the Nissi ago

Eendo: A Martiat-Art for
the Urban Issei Elite

Before the late 19208, kenda
was favored by an elite group of
Issei from upper class families or
by those 'who had recelved train-
tog at school ar in the military in
Jupan.

Having originated from feudal
militarism, the "Way of the

Sword,” or kendo, involved n high

When Seeamori’s Holouboi
Budokai (North Americin
Martial Wy Associstion) held an
inaugural kendo demonstration
im 18913, the local hotal's grand
ballroom was flled with more
than 1,0 people, including &
large number of white spectators

On July 4, 1913, Sasamori and
40 other kendo enthusinsts were
ipvited to pive o special demon-
stration at the official
Independence Day celebration
sponsored by the City of Denver.

In 1920, Sasamori’s move to
Southern Californin and revived
ther then-defunct Los .l.ngclpg
kendd group. Until his return te
Japan in 1923, it was Sasamoar

ued this practice at the end of the
harvest. Though there were no
Shinto ghrines, they explessed
their gratitude to the harwest
gods through sumo

In 1907, & group of professional
sumétori from Japan visited
Whashington D.C., to deliver &
commiemerative eword Lo
President Theodore Fooservelt na
apprecation for America’s sup-
part during Japan's wer ngninst
Russin. After performing the
ancient ritaal in front of the
‘White House, some Japanese
wrestiors remained in California
where they taught sumo. The
resilting sume "boom™ led to
mter-community tournaments

drums, gongs and banners, why,
spoctators rooted for their
favorite wrestiers, throwing
money and presents into the rns
whean they won. Some of the best
sumo wrestlers were evan giv
elaborate kesho mawashs (deco
rated sumo aprons),

Local leaders donated exponses
and prizes, whilo others’ offored
time and labor. Everyone —
regardloss of age, occupation and
prefoctural origin — cooper,
to put on this event. It was
those rare occasions when farn
ors, morchants and migratory
laborers communed together 11 1
signifieant that sumo made 5
place for the working class [ase

degres of mental and
physical trafning,
with emphasis on the
devolopment of inner
character rather Umnr
mare skill or physical
strength

Most immigranta
coming ta the Undted
States had farming

* backgrounds, and
since kendo required

n large expense for
purchaking protective
gear and bamboo 3
wwords, thin Hmited
the peneral popsila-
tioi from participat-
ing in kendo.

In America, early
kendo was an urban
phenomenon because
the cities had a high
concentration of
immigrant studenta
and professionals,
who were most recep-
tive to kendo, Ome
immigrant writer
recalled a kendo fover |
emerging from n small
student laborers”

Sumo team with soma lee‘:)wanng shoris

r Huumumdmmnmmmnuawmm_m
undar thelr mawashi, July 4, 1926, {87.14.2)

who tended to be mar.

In 1824 and 1927
the "American
Hawai' Joint Sumeo

aments” wers
held'in Los Angeles'
Little Tokyo. This
entailed the best
Southern Californin
Fuma wrestlers com
peting agains o
group frem Hawain
According to Chaplin
Matsumori, o po;
Howatinn sumo-tor
{sumo wrestler),
mainland wrestlers
overwhelmed the
Hawaiinn delegates in

tournnments

In 1925 and 1927
Japanese eollage
mumo wrestlers viait-
od San Prandses and
Loz Angeles. In the
waks of the 1920
Alien Land Law and
1924 Immigration
Art, thess visits bal.

group and imtellectu-
als in San Francisco and Seattle
around 1654, the yoar when
Japan engnged in its first foreign
war with Chinn. However, this
*fever” did not seam to have lnat-
ed leng sinee many returned to
Japen, and those who remained
were quickly outnumbered by
new labarers from rural Japan
In Loa Angeles, the first argn-

nized kendo activity formed in

i 1914, when sevaral Issed intellec-
tuals and profeastonals created
the Los Angeles Youth Kendo

= Cluhb,

0 Sasamori Juno;a graduste of

& Wasedn University, spearheaded

£ a kendo *boom™ among the

= Japaness in Denver, Calo., during
2 the 1910s. Sasamari's prronts
were former samural from

-who organized bisnnoal kendo

tournaments there

lesei and Sumo

Unlike kenda, pumo was popu-
lar among rural farmers and
laborer because it was rooted in
the Shinte religion practiced in
many rural Jepanese villages. It
became & part of Japanese immi-
grant life from the very begin-
ning.

In rural Japan, where the
majority of lssei originated, sumo
was oot a sport. IE was a ritunl in
which gods were thanked for the
year's good harvest. During sum-
;n.qr an::dr autumn I:’:n].u. vil-

0 B SOImG mround
nﬂm Bhinto shrine. The men

from Los Angeles through the
15.hn Josquin and Spcramente val-
v,

Sumo became an important
sacial event in JA settiements,
rallying communities and
sirengthening Nikked identity
Thu was the beginning of the

Americanization” of sumo.

In Sacraments, noighbaring
commuonities held an annual
Fumo teurnament o
Independonce Day, after the
asparagus harvest. There was
fierce competition amdy
Secramento, Courtland, Walnut
Grove, lsleton, Viacavillo,
Woodland, Elk Grove und
Stocktin

‘At the tournament beld at a

dewntown Bacramanto ring, sach

atered many Issei
morale. But other Iased, such ns
kendo leader Sasamori, were so
angered by the phesage of those
anti-Tnpaness legislation that
they roturned to Japan.

;iimdn and Sumo in the
ew Era: From Issei to
Nisei

With the passage of the 1524

immm Act, now Jopanesa
immigration was terminated. At
the same time, there was &0 exo-

“dizs of Tased returning 'm.hpu_n.

resulting in a decreaning Issei
population.

By 1930, the Nissl was more
than 50 pescent of the sntire JA
population. While the majority of
Nisei wore in their early teens or
, most Issed males were in




Kondo and sume underwent s
transformation as wall. By the
Inte 1920, the majority of kenda
participants were Nisei.

Many Issei found the martial
arts not only beneficial in instill-
ing the Yomnto spirit but alse
useful in deterring moral degen-
eration and Nisei delinquency, &
growing trend that horrified lesed
parents throughout the 1830k,

The lasei’s interest in the
Yamato spirit mirrored the
changing meaning of Japan to
Issesi parents. The lased, rejocted
by the United States, took pride
in their native land, which they
viewed g8 mscending in the hier-
archy of nations.

Indeed, after World War 1,
Japan became a major world
power. This was encouraging to
many [ssel who believed this
proved the Japanese were just as
competent as Westerners. By the
same token, they believed the
Nisei with thair American citizen-
ship would be able to excel in
Amurican society if they main-
tained the heritage that made

varioos groups.

The Amorican Sume
Associntion was established in
Los in 1925, and the
Cfm 5 Northern California

umo League in
Spcrammento, two years later. (In
1837, the latter split into two
leagues — Fresno and

sored regional lournamenta two
or three times & year, while jeint-
Iy holding o state-wide tourns-
t onoe o year. In total, they
lnbout 1,000 members.

Like their kendo counterparts,
sumo organizations maintained
close relgtionships with the cen-
tral surmno group in Japan.
Beginning in 1927, in response o
Isped requests, the Jepan Sume
Agsociation sent professicnal
sumo mustors to train Nised
youths throughout California.

A fow Misei were also recruited
o compete in professional
Japaness summo, nishiki, &
Nisei from Celorade, was the
mast successful; he ndvanesd to o
sonior-grade wrestler rank.

by 1840, which was & mere I.ﬁ
porcent of the officially repoted
tolal membership.

Sumilnrly, some Nised recalled
that many youths participated in
sumo nod becanse they loved it
bt due to sdit pressures. Many
often felt awloward exposing ther
b‘ho:iw and wore ehorts under
The Kibei Nisei tended to be
mare receplive to the martial
arta. This secms to be more 80 in
the cane of sumo. Many of the
best Nisei sumotari were Kibed,
Some had experienced sumo in,
Japan; sthers enjoyed the oppor.
tunity to mingle with other Hibel,
since they were often isalated
frem each other and from the
English-apoakong Nised.

The popularity of sumo in
Californin's Central Valley 1s
probably because many Kibed
worked in the area during the

nhlgmrmukmﬁnm

Meori's lesd and opened several
dojo in Californin from 1952 on.
This resulted in the first north-
wouth kendo championship tour-
nament and a friendship mission
to Japan in 1956, The follewing
year, with the merger of kendo
groups in San Francisco and Los
Angeles, the Kendo Federation of
the United States was estab-
lished under Mori's leadership
To further stimulate kondo
activities in the Unitod States,
Sasnmon Junzo, today » noted
educatar in Japan, brought & col-

Japan strong Thoro was also an increase in 18308, In fact, the All-Nise: lege kondo delegation, which
Many lzsei also felt mmpeted with American
their rJ._Lin.rven could pet ; : kendoista l.hm,q;hg-ul
it utresce ot Many Iséei found the martial arts not only ben-  Seuiber Gelfersia.
seren o thetied - eficial in instilling the Yamato spirit but also use-  [aches beyond the

In order to facilitate

ful in deterring moral degeneration and Nisei

Nised education lhrn!:gh : : e , tituwte the dominant
Ko Lok Loedirs 2 delinquency, a growing trend that horrified Issei  group in American
thair modest coterie, parents throughout the 1930s. kendoists are not rare
while establishing Among these ars non-JA
branches thronghout Azian Americans. This is
Southern Californin. eapecinlly true among
Biarting around 1929, immmi- hengakudan (Etudy tours) to Grand Champion Mitsugu new Adian immigrants who mey
grant kondodsts recruited MWised, Japan, which was first popalar- Hamanakn was § Hibei from near  have been exposed to kendo'’n
bath male and fernale, and taught  ized by the Nichibe: Shimbun of  Fresno legacy when Japan enlonized
tham not only the necessary Snn Franciseo in 1925 to enable Asian countries.
akills bot also & set of values. In the Nisei to experience Japan War and Japanese Such changes have internation-

1831, the group attained an over-
seas branch status from the
Japan Kendo Federation in
Kyoto. At ita peak, the Los
Angeles organization bonsted
more than 2 500 members. This
gutflvh.d & istér organization in

The most influential group wes
the Hokubei Butokukai, or the
North American Martial Virtue
Society (hereafter Butokulkai).
Organized by Nakamurn Tekichi,
the Butokukai flourished with 41
branches and more than 10,000

* members throughout the West
Coast, except the strongholds of
its rivals in Southern Californin
and Seattle.

After oatablishing the -
Butokukni headquarters in
Alvarado, Calif,, Nakamura dedi
eated himself to educating
American-born Japanese, subse.
quently leading o series of West
Canst kendo demonstration'train-.
ing tours. Wherever he want,
branches emaerged ghrough the
sapport of local Isse:.

From 1932, the Butckukai
sponsored & kendo summer camp
while helding an annual

. "Hational Kendo Championship
Tournament.” In addition, they

ion, and as early &8 the mid-
19208, lnsoi sumo leaders fofmed

firsthand and to deepen their
npprecintion of their hentage

Naknmura's Butokukei orgn-
nized kengakudan sovern] Hmes
betwoen 1932 and 1940, A 1940
group not only visited Japan, bat
also traveled to Kores and
Manchurin, then under Japaness
saofonial rule. There, the
American group aftoss gver.
whelmed local Japaneso
kendoists )

The Butokukai eventunlly set
up & special bonrding school in
Thkyo, where Nisei could learn
kendo and attend classes.

Likewise, o group of Nisai
sumo wrestlers, primarily from
Los Angeles, crossed the Pacific
(Oeean in 1937, Touring Japan for
more than two months, they
learned mbout their parents'
homaland, while demonstrating
how competitive JA sumo had
becomsa. Yot, this and other pro-
jects fall prey Lo the ultra-nation-
alist apends of Imperial Japan,
and dus to these associations,
they Inter became a target of FBI
investigntions., :

any probably did #oe appeec
many v did mol apprecisis
the martial epint of Japan their

parents wanted them to .
To them, Jepan was as ns
it was to other Americans.

Nisei tended to prefer

sports such s baseball and bas-
Tetbadl, nlthough some perhaps

Martial Arts

The Pacfic War ended kendo
and sumo on the meinland since
anything asscciated with Japan
became the target of persecution

Kendo, with its ties with the
Japanese military, was perceived
an one of the most subvernive el
ments in the JA commuhity, and
kendo leadern fell victim to the
initinl round of mrrests by low
enforcament following the bomb-
ing of Peari Harbor.

For the duraticn of the war,
kendo virtually disappoared. Mot
only was it identified with
Imperial Japan but it required o
et of protective gear and bamboo
swards which was impoasible to
et in the campa

Sumo, on the cther hand, fared
o little better, lased leaders, who
were pont to Justice Department
camps, often enjoyed suma. In
the Merced Assembly Conter,
which included many from the
Sacramento area, a group of Iesed
orgnnized & sumo tournament in
which Nisel participated. In 1945,
interness from Southern
Californis and Fresno even hald
an inter-camp tournament
betwean Poston and (Fila River.

Postwar KEendo and Sumo
mﬁhdkmdumdmm

postwar Japaness
mﬂlldxnpmh‘l.ltll‘l‘hwgh
both initially met with strong
suspicion from the Amorican pub-

alized kenda, and world champi-
onphips are now held every thres
years, Thia February, the Kendo
Fedoration of the United States
haosted the 11th World
Championships in Santa Clara,
Calif,

On the mainland, JA sumo met
a contrary end. In Los Angeles
nnd Sacramento, a wave of
velopment in the 1950s gave
final death blow to JA sume. The
Sacramonto sumo ring was
demalished after the last tourna.
maent in 1952, and Little Tokyo
loat it ring with the construction
of the Los Angeles Police
Department building.

Without finencal or commund-
ty support, postwar sumo leaders
could not bulld new rings. As
result, in the 19508, some Nised
sumotar] became profeasional
(not sumo) wrestlers. ’l'hul
appeared Nipai
such as the "Great Toge™ tﬁmrge
Okamura) and "Mr. Moto™
{Charles Iwamaoto),

But now the remnants of JA
sums have almost di
Altheugh n small group of
dishard fans exist dus to the

Citizen Hollday lasue, December, 19895
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¢ Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells

Holiday Best Wishes

from the

Twin Cities Chapter
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Season’'s Qreetir;gs

Wishing you the best
this holiday season

Venice-Culver Chapter
11960 W. Washington Bivd.
Los Angeles, CA. 90066

veniceculver@jacl.org

Peace and FHarmony
New York
Buddhist Church
Rev. T. Kenjitsu Nakagaki
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“Chappie
Hayashi, whise first recorded
bout was in H-nnnIHuiu in "
September 1926, Hayashi's ring
eareer continued until April 1833,
when he was beaten senssléss in a
Californin ring. Another Hawaiian
boxing ploneer was Patsy Fuloeda,
His nmateur began on
Maui in Chetol 1825 and eulmi-
nated with his servite as coach to
a National AALl boxing tesm in
1949, Finally, Hilo's Paul
Matsumoto won 8 national Golden
Gloves championahip in 1940,

Some well-regarded Hawaiian
professionals of the 19308 includ-
od Johnny Yasud, Tony
Gora[matsu] and Hank
Nakamura OF these, Nakamurn
was probably the best known, s
his fights included o 10-round lpss
to Pebe Sealzo in Madison Square
Garden.

At the national and intornation-
al level, oo of the bost Nikkei
boxers of all time was Katsum)
Morioka of Now Wi insler,
British Columbin, wholluring the
mid-1930s was wsually ranked
arcund eighth in the world
Another sxcellent fighter was
Pondleton, Crepon's, Harold
“Homibeide Hal® Hoshino. Hoshino
did most of his fighting in Seattle
and was regardid as one of tho
heaviest hitters in his division
Unfortunately, he chose Movember
1941 ad the tma to take his shot

t the hig-tims in Loa Angeles,
:nd.n.lthcewu]:imrdmand
for & Nikkei prisefighter in

American to over win a major
championship rematns Paul Fuji,
a Haowsiinn wha wan the worlds
junior welterweight title in Apnil
1967 "

During WWII, hundreds of
Nimei bazed for church, Army, or
schoal athletic clubs. In 1943 the
1.8 Army in Hawai'i, fearing eth-
nic violenes betwoen Finoy and
Hilcked, prohibited JAs from fght.
ing hnyone but ather JAs. The
Honolulu sportsemiters wers near-
Iy ms incensed as the fighters and
managers, and & & result, the
Army quieily rescinded that pro-
hibition in 1944

Following WWIIL, JAs including
Baldwin Okamoto,
Maruo, Robert Takeshita, and
Yosu Yasutake becnme prominent
Hawakinn professional boxers.
Their success was in part dud to
the influence of Sod Sam Ichinase,
whio with his business purtner
Ralph Yempuku, effectively con-
trolied Haowadian boxing until the
mid-1980s, Mostly, though, JAs
fought na nmateurs. Examples
include Bruce Eawano of Pearl
City, Hawai'i, who won &
Howniian Golden Gloves champ:-
unhjp in 1893, and Slr)' Hoseoya,
whio won three soocesgive New
York Golden Gloves champi-
onships during the mid-19%0s, o
first for & woman of Asian descent

Freestyle Wrestling

on the Pacific Const was the
University of Washingtan 1U“"Jl.l
which got its first ma
and n':; in !mmm'
stration broks in the new mal,
nid within s few yours
Washington wrestlers were same-
Gmes wreatling JAs in varsity
matehos

In 1911, for example, &
Washington wrestier defeated
Kichigors Yamamaota of the
Tecoms YMCA. In 1912,
Yamamoto nat only reversed the
outcome but aiso went on to win
the Pacific Morthwest AAL
wreatling championships st 125
pounds, Eighty-seven years later,
his daughter still has the watch
he received &5 his prize.

By 1914, U'W had its own
Nikkei wrestler, an lssel named
Frod Yamada:. The 105-pound
Yamada first turned out-in 1913,
but fost the varsity berth to
Gaordon Dickson. The fallowing
vear Dickson maved to a higher
waight class, allowing Yamads to
make the first team in both 1914
and 1915. In 1914 Cregon
Agricultursl Callege, the future
Oregon State, nlso hed a Nikke
srestler by the name of Maki.

Morimitsu Kitamura was the
firnt MNined to wrestle for LW
From Seattle, the 125-pound
Kitamurn played fosthall for West
Epattle and Broadway high
schoold from 1914 Lo 1916, At UW,
Kitarnura wrestled junior varsity
frum 1917 to 1919 and varsity in
1920, Levnard Masui, anothier
Seattle Nisel, wrestled for
Washinglon fram 1918 to 1920, By
1934, Nisei oomprised half of

Washington's varsity wrestling
taam

In 1924, Penn State intercolje.
ginte i i
Eatsutoshi Naito became the fir:
person of Japanese ancestry Lo
win an Dlympic medal. In 1532
Seattle Kibei Eitare Suruk woe
member of another Japanese
Oliymipic wrestling toam eoashed
by the American “Pop™ Moo
Unfortunately, Sumid was botwer
st judo than freestyle wrestling
and woa elirminntsd M.Hy on

From 1929, Japanese collegiite
wrestling teams began touning the
United States and Europe, Star
of thase m‘l}' vigits included
Ichiro Hatta, a naval officer’s son
who subsequently becams the
Japanese pational wrestling
g high schools tha

Orregon hi s that had
Mikkes wrestling champions
before WWII included Salem High
School and Portinnd's Benson
Polytechnical School, Washington
high wchools with Nikkei champi.
ons tncluded Tacoma's Lincaln gnd
Stadium High Schools and Fife
High School, Californis univers:
ties such as UCLA alss had
Nikkei wrestlers before WWI1I

Fallowing WWII, Nikkei
wrestlers were ubiguitouws in U =
high schools and collegiate pro-
grams. For example, in 1849 San
Dhiego's Davi uchi won the
Far West AAL Bigh school
wrestling championahip at 127
pounds. most succesalul, how
wver, wos Oklaboma State's Yajiro
Uetake, who was NCAA Dhvimon |
cutstanding wrestler of 1965 and
1956 and an Olympic medalist for
Japan in 1964 and 1968 B,

-L.A. NIPPONS
{Cantinued from page 30)

Near the dock st Yokohama and
HKobe, we saw stevedores playing
catch nnd hitting mround. At
playgrounds during noon, office
people go and play ball. It s
under glon skin.”

Crverall, the Nippons finished
with 20 wins and five losses on
the tour, “Except professional
tenma,” Witanabe boasted in an
interview, “we had the best
record of outside teams *

According to Kobayashi, the
Nisel players felt quite at home:
*Ome distinet feature of our first
impression was oor feeling of
relaxntion when we found our-
solves mingling among the
Jopaness peaple. There was no
enryd (reserye) and we felt free to
do as we pleased. What o feeling
it was. Never before had we expe-
rienoed anything so dramatically
realistic. No prejudiced feeling,
e

=z -

E\ﬂ:its of Japanese Teams

n From the other side of the
Em mince the 1505 Wasedn

& University team, various middle

B school, college and professional

Kobe, the National Middle School
Towrney champion, forfeited the
pame, disputing the umpire’s safe
call on the Nippons' tying run at
home plete in the bottom of the
ninth.

The biggest series was the
1935 Tokyo Giants visit. The
newly barn pro team barn-
stormed in NMorth America and
Howai'i, playing 108 games
against minor league tonms,
pomi-proa and local teama for o
record of T3-45 with one te. Fana
wore excibed by the fact that the
(iants could play on even terma
with the PCL, tha best pro league

~on the West Coast,

The Rafii Shimpo sponsored
thie Nippons-Giants three-games
series at White Sox Park, ealling
it the “Japanese World Series.”

The Nippons' solid lineup con-
sisted of Matsvura (p), Harris (c),
Tokahsshi (ss), Bugi (2b) and
Zulke Tanaks (ef). Third baseman
Pete Kondo was sidelined due to
an auto sccident.

On April 13, the Nippona loat

" the opener, 3-0, due to four

infield errors, despite George
Matsoura's three-hit efforts. The
Nippons bounced back to edge
the Giants, 4-3, in the second
gumn with the combined mound
efforta of Matsuurs and Clarence
Kumalse.,

Sawamurs stunned the Nippons,
fanning 14 batters for a 14-3 win.
The Nippons' Matsaura brothers,

rnd Frank, couldn’t stop
the Ginnta' 20-hit attack.

Ins all, the Tokyo Gianta played
16 games agninst Nisei teams on
their West Coast swing, easily
winning all but two; one loss
came by the Nippons and the
sther by the San Jose Asnhis.

When the Japamess pro league
was establinhed in 1936, fonr
Nippona — Takahashi, Harris,
Georpe Matsuara and Horlo —
ware recruited and starred there
with their brilliant American
style of play.

Anti-Japanese Sentiment
In semi-pro crcies, the LA
Nippona were one of the most
sought-after teams bocause of
their race. “Being the anly
Japancss team,” said former
Mi Joo Buski, “we were s
kind of attraction. It is a little
mors interesting than when twe
hakujin (white) teams play esch
other. All-black teams were
always popular too.” Many for-
mer Nippon players agreed that
there were no racial problems on
the field.

Giants, encouraged young Misel
players to pursue a pro baseball
carser. While be understood that
socioeconamic dreumstances of
irmmigrant familics could prevent
Nisei from pursuing pro carears
in the gport, he advised them not
to give up their dreams of play-
ing pro baseball, if they really
wanted to,

Including Horio, there wers
only three JA minor lenguers in
the prewar years, The first JA
major leaguer, Ryan Kurcanki,
took the mound for the St. Lows
Cardinals in 1975,

the 1920s and
19308, JAs had a brief opportuni-
ty to be sccepted on the same
level ms their white counterparts

Nisel to American socioty al a
time of strong anti-Tapaness son-
timent. The LA F_ﬂppnm‘uﬂun



Bridging Commumities Here and Across the Pacific

By EMILY MOTO MURASE

Bince 1887, the Shinzen US4

Nikkei Youth Geoodwill Basketball
han moinforesd community

tioa among youth in the San
Francisco Bay Aren snd scrosa the
Pacific: Shinzen means goodwll, or
internntional amity, in Japaness

Amidat the rise of anti-fapaness
sentiment in the late 80, the
Japaness Community and Cultural
Center of Northern Californin
(JCCCNC) and the Office of the
Consulate General of Jagan in San
Francisco discussed the importance
of person-to-person exchanges in
B lapan relations, While pro-
grams involving business, govern-
ment, nnd other adualt leaders
existed, none ncluded young pee
il

According to Dinne Matsuda, one
of the program founders, the
Shinzen program was designed to
engnge youth in US.<lnpan reln
tions and promete cul-

particpated in the frst Shinsen
tour: *1 wanted to participate
becmuse | thought it would be =
jrood experience for me and 1 had
never boen to Japan before, Most of
all, | wanted to play tud
miet new poople.” Currently &
junior in high school, Knra plays
for Wallenbery Traditional High
School ms wall an the Ardencttes, &

- Mikked tenm hased ai the San

Francecy Buddhist Chareh.

Like many Nikkei youth, Kura
did not fee] 8 deep connection Lo
Jnpan before poing on the goodwill
teer: *1 didn't have much exposure
to Jopan and Japanese culture ot
all. T was born in Japan bat 1 was
100 young to remember anything ™

Despite language barmer, the
Shinten players communicated
with theair Japanese countarparts
an and off the courl. Accarding 16
Rara: "1t was sasy to comemamnicats

tiiral thes
Internationsl
exchnunpges did nat
grneraliy mcude peo-
phe of calor ar youth
It was important for
us to focus on groups
nat narmally invoelved
in the making of far-
eign policy, We want-
ed youth in our com-
miuanity o intoract
with fedks cutside of
the fumilinr physical
COmmnIty, and put &
face o o place that
thay had only heard
ol = Japan
Acconding to JOCC-
NC Diroctor of
Community
Development Chris
Hirana, who works
closely with the

ketball was identified
a5 mn activity that

Nikkei team based st the Konko
Church of San Francisco] and my
hushand has abways played basket-
ball, pow with the old-timers
leayui at the JCCCHC. This was
not anly a chanee for Kars to play
bawketball, but fo vist Japan et en
nge where she would remember
thisgs.” Z

Hare's fnther Allen found that
traveling with Kara gave him a-
renewod appreciation for Japan: *1
really enjoved watching Kara'n
reaction to the culture, from the
train wystem (o the foods, | had
been 1o Jupan many times, bat
here I had the chanoe te s Jopan

offered ;ula:rnn and their family
members the chance to pl:utq-ic
in & meaningfiol cultural exchange
Thius, not only did the tour provide
the epportunity o creals commmarni-

Photo Courlesy of Kara Olasmoto
Shinren program, bis- The Shinzen *Barbie” Girts. From loft: Kara Okamoto. Erin Donahos, Sashi, a

Japanese frend, Staci Hamaguchi, and Kelly Der

would attract youth particpation
The Nikkei baskotball longoes
begnn in the 1900s primarily to
asximilate young Japansss
Asmerieans inbo mainstroa socely.
Now, the spart provided an oppar-
tunity for young JAs to cxplore
theeir enliural beritage.

Program leaders Matsudn and
JCCONE Executive Director Paul
Dsaki imed the first exchange, in
1957, to ecincide with the 40tk
anniversery of the sister sty rela-
tionahip betwesn San Frandisoo
and Osalkn. That year, B6 players
und family member travobed from
the San Franciseo Bay Aren to

| Oaaks and Kobe. In 1998, 24 boys

m.dgvilfmmrbel{nhumm
to San Frandses and stayed with
American famities for o six-day
toar. In 1998, 21 youths and 76
ranul_-.rmem'b-u'l travnled to Hobe
nnd Hiroshima on the “Wingns of

with the cthar kids through body
Innguage ™ In foct, Hors recsived
the “Jabanics Award” for redefining
the art of international commiani-
ention with creative combinntions
of English, Japanese, sleng and
hip-hop body language, all in a sin-
Ele pontence,

As part of the tour, all of the
players stayed with Jopanese fumi.
lies ns yet another opportunity to
crente peop & connpctions
"My homestay family in Osaka bad
a dueughier who was T4 years old,
w0 | wis abbe to communicate with
her amd it turned out we had o few
things in commen,”

Karn. Many (riendships s from
thue toar. Karn wtil] stays in touch
with the players ahe met through
the program, even though it has
bsers twes yars minoe they

The touralss afforded the
tanity fir family mémbers to travel
Mlem Both of Karn's parents,
Pat and Allen, jofned her on the
tour. Hara's mother Pat explained
wﬂ:lmmﬁulﬁwlﬂlﬁr

in ithe program:
%mhm
mhuwm
for my entire family — my sn
Seott played for the Assocates [a

ty ties nevoss the Pacfie, it rein-
foreed ties nmong local youth and
their families

Kara olaborated: T feel that a
spocial bond has been bailt
between the families of the
Shinzen players. The memarics
and Inughs will always be cher-
ished and remnembered. Our 1597
Shinzen fumilies hove made a bond
thist will never be broken or fargot-
ten™ Chris Hirano echoed this sen-
timenit: “The bending that the kids
engnge in is so strong. They think
of themselves as the Shinzen kids
Onece & Shinzen, Always =
Shingen *

Applications for Shinzen 2000
are currently avnilables by calling
the JOCCNC at 415567-5505. 0

Emlly Molo Mumss i a egular
cofurmnis! lor e Pacific Gitizen, A
long, long Bime ago, she ko played
for the San Francisco Ardenefins.
Her eapariance Maore led her o play
cofiogo ball bt she admits that the
team wokomed who wanied =

tizen Holiday. Issue, December, 1009
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By GIL ASAKAWA

In it possible that Jepanese
Americans were pul on earth to
exeel 81 montal exercises, not phys-
ieal ones? My brother Glenn, his
wife Michelle and 1 were sitting
around the other day, trying o
name JA professional athletss, and
though Ladmit we're not exparts at
this sort of thing, we couldn think
of more than & couple.

Skater Kristi Yamaguchi and
Colorado-based  skier-turned-TV-
sportscaster Hank Hashiwn come
1o mind, W elsa?
- Hmm, it's

not  likely
that theml
b JA WNEA
Flar any-
Hme soon —
wvon i the
curment gen

eration  of
JA kids s
growing up
bigger and
stronmger
than  provi-
ous  Ones

But I for one,
hate to sweat,
so you won't
find me pump-
ing iron in a
workout room or
knocking my
insides around
jogging at the
crack of dawn
every day.
Swimming is
about the only

exercise | can

stand — and

that's because [
don't notice the

‘sweat.

Even in hockey, a sport which
seoms less ted to o player's sire
than hin or hor skills, [ cant think
of & Japanose neme o the jce. And
though wo're seong Asinn Pacifie
Islnnder nthletes playing now in
the Mational Foothall League, 1
have yet to see o Japancse beefy
enough to play professional foot-
ball.

There nre some Asians on the

pro polf drewit, and people like
Michnal excel im tennis
But [ can't think of many JA

names coverad in the sports pages.
OH, OK, there are Major
League Baseball players who are
Japansse. But they're nof JAs.
That quality of player s the
result of dapan's love of baseball
and “the commitment boys in
Jupan puat to the spart. It's true
that bhascball is Japan's naticnal
sport — something that can't be
said for the United States, where
other team mporta Hke football,
and new NASCAR aute radng
have overlaken our passion for
bascball. But Japanese are crazy
about other Westarn sports
besides banahall )
Take professicnal wresiling, for
instance. That's right: pro
wroesiling, ns in Huolk Hogan,
dease Venturn and all the other

tho |ate 19:40s, by the 1850, quals-
ty of life wns miserablo for the

“Jepanese and the speciacular

defiat stil] cit to the corn of Japan's

That'n when western-style pro-
fessional wrestling csught on. It
caught on in nuch s kg way that
the sport helped establish. the
young medium of television in
Japan, and caused the sale of early
TV peta to skyrocket — fust so auds-
ences  could watch  Jepaness
wrestlers take on Americans ... and
often beat them. It was a thnlling
form of cultaral revenge played oot
as enlertainment on & countrywide
penle, and it worked to take view-
s’ minds off their past defeats and
current poverty and focus on the
future

Robert. Whiting's 1985 “Tokyo
Underworld.” subtitled “The Fust
Times and Hard Life of an
Asnerican Gangster in Japan,” sug-
pests that the matches botwoern
Japaness and American wrestlers
were [ixed {no, say it ninYt sol) by
the post-war Yokuza (Japanese
gungsters) that booked the eventa.
Although some Japanese such as

ers to American basehall toarms
And it rellocts & nationnl comurgs-
ment to fitness a8 an imporian:
part of prowing up in Japar

Theres even & holidny overy
Detoher where sports and finess
colebrated natonwide. It mught be
n good iden to adopt in the United
States, fo We o8 6 socety can ol
applaud the physical accomplish
ments of all our students (not jus
JAE)

But 1, for ane, hate 1o sweat, &
youl won't ﬁn& e pfmpRg wron
& workout room or knocking my
inmides around jogging at the crack
of dawn every day Swimming
about the only exercise 1 can stand
— i that's beesuse | dont noties
thie sweat

1 wonder if Jopaness socetys
commitment to sports has been
handed down to us through cur
1|'n:m'grm'|l. roata aertaniy i
n history of arganized gparts within
gur community. Others who know
lots more than T do about JA sparts
lengues that were started in the
carly days of our Issei forefathors

I know there were all-JA munor
league baseball toams in places ke

the former suma champbon
Rikidezan were powerfil
athletes in their own right,
the Western wrestlers wor

wrestling”) in Jopan goos
bock much farther than the
1950n.

Wiy back in 1683, a sums
wreatler named Soralkichi
Matsudn went to the United
Statos and became the first

Sangokuyame
nlso becnme & pro wrestler in the
Unitod Statos and m fow years Later
20 American wreatlors to
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By NANCY

hen Iturned 30, 1 consid-
ered it o now beginning.
The beginning of what, |

wasn't quite sure. 1 nover imag-
ined it would be the deterioration
of my body. Every day it soams as
though & pari of me hurts
Sometimes it's a muscle | didn't
evan know [ had

Every Thursday 1 gear up ta
play with a women's slo-pitch saft:
ball team. Gearing up uased to
mean putting on the uniform and
lacing up the cleats, Thess days, it
means rubbing in the Miracle
leo® nnd taping up both ankles,

Bumps, bruises, pulled£his and
torn-that are all part of the game,
1 suppose. Unfortunately, tha
older you get the more serious the
injury. And loi's not n'-';:\-n inlk
about the healing process. Heck, T
still show bruises dating back
thres ears

1 used to be able to go to the
game, put on the cleats and play.
Now | have an actual pre-game
ritunl, Before I leave the house, 1
hove. to take about 15 minutes to
wrap op my ankles. Then | have
to arrive ot the game 45 minutes
before just to warm-up and
stretch. | don't mind these things
il it sneans | can prolong my play-
ing days. Whatover it takes, baly!

I hiove had ankle problems off
and on for about 16 years, It was
never A real serious injury, It was
nothing that o little athlete's tapo
couldn't take care of But last
year, [ hit the first hase bag wrong
and hurt my foot

My regulnr doctor dedided to
send me to an orthopedie surgeon
who ampecializes in sporis modi-
cine. After taldng o fow x-roys, |
wan told | was born with an extra
bahe and when | hurt my foot, |
irritated it

The doctor said I could have
surgery to remove it, but 1 dont
think | want to do that just yet
The thooght of surgery scares me,
but what scarées me oven mare 18
not playing softball for a few
months. At my age, even o few
monkhs of playifig time can be pre-
cous. : .

A Tew yoarn ago, [ wal crossing
home plate, and I slipped and
landed on my shouldor | began
having a numbing senssticn up
and down my &rm, =0 Wfﬂ:};ﬁm
my physisan. He diagnosed me
'iu,pl,hgr.;i; outlet syndrome. He
EEVE me some exerciscs and sent
me on my wiy. Three years later,
the problem is still there, and |
&m pow sesing B nourclogist

Being a graphic designer, 1
spend much of my day on the com-
puter, which of course means that
1 norer haye Londinitisin my wrist
Thank this hasn't affect-
od my o to throw the ball.

0Of I new have a now
imjury that does affect my plaging.

ENDO

Last season, 1 developed on excro-

cinting pain in my throwing arm.
I rubbed on the Mirscle leed
before 1 loft for the game Then,
after.T got there, I did my arm
exercisen. The exorcises didn't
help much 8o once again 1 paid &
vinit Lo my doctor just so he could
recommend me o an
arthopedic/shoulder spocinlist

It seems the older I get, the
more specinlists | see. This cantt
ber & good mign. | guess the injuries
nre geiting so serious that my reg-
nlar doctor can't help mo. Mow
have to see orthopedic doctors,
neurologists and curopractors

Every time | make & visit to
these speciabists, 1 brace mysell
and pray that | don't hear those
three ugly words. The three ugli-
est and scariest words that an
athlete can hear — NO MORE
SPORTS! It pains me just to type
ol those words. Ooocoly, | think |
just felt a chill

People say that as you age, the
mind s the first thing to go. | am
definftely beginning to believe
that there is some truth to this
etatemnent. Sometimes 1 think'1
noed to hove my head exsmined
Afler all, why would any sane per-
son put thomselves throvgh poin
and ngony for o game. The simple
or not so simple answer i montal
makeap

An athlete's mental makeup is
different than the non-othletes’,
for thot T am certain. An athlebe
will play through poor wenther
conditions and oven worse physi-
cal conditionn. They love the Eams
so much that they are ml]:ng (15}
endure a lttle pain for a couple of
measly hours. For an sthlete
thiere i& Bo pain that cant be
cured by hitting the game-win-
ning homerun or scoring a goal in
sudden-death overtime. It an
indescribable feeling that oo has
to experience in order bo under
stand

The past fow years, a growing
number of athletes have had seri-
pais INjurias aF wllments that kave
forced them into early rtirement
A couple of athletes continued to
play despite the doctor’s recom-
mendation. Those players col-
lapsed on the baxketball court and
mever regrined conscouaness.

Todny's athlete is higger,
stronger and faster than the oth-

_lote of yesterday. Along with that

comea more sericus injucies. Hoad
injuries are bocoming more promd-
nent in the game teday, and many
of the nthlete’s refuse to hear the
warning signs.

Why do these players eontinue
to play Russian roulette with
their Tives? 18 it for the money? s
it for the fame? In it for the glory?
Crr s it fior the love of the sport?

[ tend to believe thet many con-
tinue to play for the love of the
game. They can’t imagine waking
up and net having to propare for

the pext game. The game has
been #o much & part of their lives,
they've sacrificed so much to ful-
fill their dreams that they ean't
let it go without n fight

Bure it's ego but that is what an
athlete is nll about. They are told
from the beginning to be tough
sand to never give up. Sports
.pp.n.'t] and eguipment compa-
nies bufld thelr sdvertising cam-
palgns on this mentality

Even a psewdi-athlote ke meo
ean relate to this way of thinking
1 have been playing sports since I
was five-ypars-old. 1 can remem-
ber wanting to play whatever
sport my brother was playing ot
the time. If he played baseball, [
pluved basoball. If he played bas-
ketball, T played basketball. If be
skateboarded, 1 skateboarded. 1
would even run down the sireel Lo
chnse after & ball just to be ncoept-
ed by my brother s & fellow ath:
lete: It may have started out as
this needfor acceptance but it
owentvally grow into & deep love
for sparta.

The section of the newspaper |
pick out first is the sports page.
The channals | surf throogh are
ESPN and Fox Sports West 1 and
2. 1 wven subscribe o Sports

PMYZOIHS WEI S0L0H-

Mustrated for Wemen and Conde
Nast Women's Sports and Fitopess
magazines. 1 po through with-
drawals if there isn’t an Angels or
Kings game o that | can watch, If
I'm not ot o gnme, I'm watching it
on television or listening to it on
the radio.

Sports is an integral part of my
life. I know the day will come
when 1 will have to stop putting
my body through this tortume
There will be no more pre-game
rituels. No more n:J:l.'IDL_H: tapa. No
more ankle braces. No more Tiger
Balre®, Miracle leo®, Ben'Gay®
{or any combiration of the three)
Mo more dirt in the closts. No
more game-winuing hita. No more
turning double plays. Mo more
trying to siretch s wingle inta a

"double. Ne more high-fives. [ will

round third and head for home for
the last time. I dnly bope to arrive
there in one picce. B

Nancy Endo iz o full-time
graphic designer and sparts mani-
ae. She resides in Long Beoch with
hker perents.and fwo doga, IkSar
and Semmy, both named after her
two faworife Anoheim
Gary Difarcing and Tim
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Photos courtesy
of Yo Hosozawa

By JANET T. INOUYE &
LEWIS 5. KAWAHARA

The Heart Mountain con-
centration camp in Wyoming
during World War IT allowed
pertain areas for recreational
purposes. Recreation and
mess halls were used for
dances and other social activ-
ities, while the outdoor areas
were used for such sports as
basketball, baseball, foothall,
volleyball, ice skating (during
these cald winter menths)
and yes, even golf

It was only recently that
my sister and 1 heard from
our Aunt Noby (Nobuko
Hirashima Amamoto, Block
23) about the Heart
Mountain Galf

Shigio Ito, treasurer; and
Subenar Suke Yamada (24-
4-I)), secretary.

The golf course, which cov-
ered three sides of the
pdministration building and
extendad towards the ware-
house "Y" area, was con-
structed using the creativity
of the designers as well as
the najural resources of the
area: dirt, rocks, sagebrush
and other native plants found
within the compound.

The ¢rew had to watch out
for rattlesnakes as they used
the limited quantities of
hand toals and shovels to
clear away rocks and sage-
brush, Without any irrigation
system available, no lawns
‘and trecs were planted.

loved and they wers with
others who had that same
attraction for the game
Unlilkee the mild climate of
Southern California where
my family iz from, Wyoaming
has distinct seasons. Spring
and fall brought the rains,
mud and dust storms
Winters were harsh with
their rain, anow, sleet and
iee, The extreme cold winds
made playing golf impossible
With no trees, bushes or
slirgbbery along the golf
course, there were no screens
from the howling windsor
ghelter from the scorching
sun during the summer
afternoons. The wind made
its presence felt throughout
the year, thrashing dirt, sand
and dust. And

Course,

I was surprised to
learn that Heart
Mountgin had a
nine-hole golf course
and further astound- |
ed to learn that our
dad, Masao Mac
Kawghars (24-20-1)
und Unele George
Amamoto (24-20-C)
were involved.
Growing up, | knew
our dad and uncle
liked sports, but we
didn't see them as
Jocks,

In May 1943 at the south-
ern end of the administration
field, our dad and Eddy
Hamazawa (17-27) developed
o driving range. Before his
incarceration, Mr. Hamazawa
worked at the Riverside Golf
Course in Fresno, Calif.

In the beginning, only Mr.
Hamazaws and our dad
worked on the golf course
construction. They would
work on the course every

The Heart Mountain Golf
Course was opened for all to
use. Choppy Umemoto and
Bob Nishimoto provided
lessons. Nu:rn-gul[m's were
ﬁnmra.god to join, and

"Heart Mountain Golf Club”
membershi were
issued to all members. The
Heart Mountain Golf Course
card #60 belonged to non-
golfer Yasuko Amamoto
Hirnki, (24-20-C).

By September 1943, 84 per-
sons were members, The
H.url: Mmm'hun Golf Club

ﬂgﬁmtndthrdwuk
end thﬁmnnth.m
The tournament

entry fee was 25 cents, Small  ©i¢

uch 85 a 8t of
muﬁhmﬁ

gotfiers

thers were rat
tlesnakes and
& all sorts of
crawling bug=
everywhere.
4  Despite these

problems, the
; polfers were
grateful to be
_able to engage
in their favorite
gport on their
own golf course
from late spring
to early fall. In
addition to the
Il'lII.'E—l:bHIE‘ gulfm;rsu, Heart
Mountein had its own six
hole miniatore golf course
near Block 22

Since each evacues wis
allowed to carry into camp
what they could carry, not
many chose to hﬂ.ﬂg Epﬂﬂa

equipment. Amazingly, on
mﬁ.ndnlbrh,ghiuplfduh
set while others had carried
in gne or two clubs, hoping to




NISEI SKI CLUB
Over Forty Years of Fun Through Skiing

By PAM YOSHIDA

Who would havs thought
that a yearly weekerd ski trip
over 40 yenrs ago would evalve
into an erganization that offors
over 30 ski days this year o
350 membars from throughout
the San Francisco-San Jose
iroa (including members as far
south as Southern C u.||['|_rru.1.
and Sacramenta!)

Founding Nisci Ski Club
{NSC) members are amazed
that the ski club, formed by a
fow Nise: skiers over 40 years
ago, ntil] exists, Hm?-e ver, the
Lu::r to its success i aimpl e —
“its the love and passion of ske-
ing that keeps us together”

This common bond s the

‘glue’ that gathers a bus-loed of

akiers for a weekend of exhils-
rating ekiing in the Sierras for
a woekend of comaraderie that
is impossible to aoguire at
events such as o Saturday
afternoon picnic. The love of
the apart is what brings us
together to create o community
of people with common inter-
Bl

Beginnings

In the early 1950, a week-
end ski trip sponsored by the
JACL San Franaisco chapter
became the foundation for the
NSEC. While popular in Europe
for conturies, skiing wos o new
and unknown sport in the
United States. As skiing
became more well known, the
yearly JACL ski trip gained in
popularity among many JAC]
members and non-mombers
This populanty was the re:
thie San Franciseo JACL
the ski tnip org ers decided
to go their separate ways

Thus separstion allowed the
young Nisei skiers to focns
solely on skiing by organizing
ski trips throughout the winter
instead of one yearly ski trip,
Tuts Sumidsa, a school teacher
and resident of San Francisoo,
was the driving force behind
this move. Tats loved to aki and
quickly became the one to orga-
nize bus trips to the Sierras
every other weekend duning
the winter. Tuts did this dili
gently until the latter part of
the 1980

Moat of the original members
ware Nisel, and, for lack of any
other ideas, the name of the
orgamzation became the Nise
Ski Club, Accommodations
ware typically at Nevads Lodge
with early Saturday moming
buises dt‘pl’l.l'f.‘il:lﬂ from San Jose
and San Franoisco

In those days, it was nat
unusual to have nine weekends
of akiing with two to three
buses of NEC skiers in the
Sierras. With the development
of ski resorts springing up
throughout the United States,
weok-long trips to pew resorta
out of state, such as Sun Valiey
in Idaho, were quickly sdded to
the schedule to supplemaent the
weskend trips

The carly bus tripa were o
groat weekend of skiing togeth-
ar, sharing lunch benton on the
mountmnside and developing
ﬁ'ie-::.dsmpn that would lest &
lifetime. The members
designed song books, pod many
bus tnps were filled with non-
stop singing all the wiy back to
the Hay Area

It is important to note that
during this time, few organiza
tens for young Nikkei or Asian
Americans existed, The NSC

ws ane of the first organiza.
tons developed by postwar
Mikkei to Gl n wvoid for those
who yenrmed for a recreational
and secial sports forum 1o
share among other Ads

The hard-working spirst of
the Nise: was instrumental in
developing a good and strong
foundation for the elub today.
As & recreational club, the
emphasis was on fun and
camaraderie rather than com-
petiticn, Enthusiasm for the
club was contagious and
momentum was high. The NSC
was i Fmr.‘"r\-n! vehicle to gather
young JAs who shared o com-
mon interest

In 1966, after several years

mmm{:luhmkmwsmm From left to right are: David Tom,

. Anmie Ogata, Sim Tanaka and Hi Fujii

of existence, NSC elected their
first premdent, Hi (Hayami)
Fujii. The following year, &
movement to make N3C a
yvear-round club with non-ska-
ing events throughout the win-
wer months evelved. This was a
natural evolution since skiers
found that they shared other
sporting interests,

The friendships that were
formed d.l.l.ri_n,g the winter
months on the ski slope wers
integrated into the non-skiing
months, 1967 was Glled with
cance trips down the Russian
ler water skiing trips at
Lake Berryessa and picnies at
Mitehell Park in Pale Alto

On Nov. 22, 1868, the NBC
was officially incorpornted with
the state of Califormun. The
directors. were Sumida (founder
of the club), Fuji, Donald H
Long and Yoeshiobu (Yoah)
Monmoto. (All are stall mem
bers of the club exeept for Don
Lang, who is deconsed)

Ski racing was scon added to
the skiing program. The first
slalom ski race was in 1970 at
Squaw Valley and had 93 rae-
ers. These races were timed by
members holding stopwatches
at the base of the hill. The rad-
ers jumpe:d out of the gate with
nnother momber waving o flag
at the top of the hill. (This
mathod has sinee been replaced
by electrenic ‘wands' at the
starting gute, with a lighted
electronic time display at the
base of the hill).

Sea SKI CLUBY page 47
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NISEI SKI CLUB
(Continued from page 45)

Changes Through the Years.
Very little has changed with
the NSC over the years, While

o mujority of the membarship
is no longer predominately sec.
ond-generation JA, several
original founding Nisei mem.
beors still remain in thefelub,
The beer thut was served on the
original bus trips for the entire
woekend has boen reploced by bot-
thed water, Thday's NSO seroe two

buses equipped with videos have
replnosd car-pool trips, The leng
Iwes tripe ot of state w places Like
Suen Viallew, Idnho, have boen
replacs] by & two-hour plans nds
iy e oot

NS remmns & yearsound cluh,
with the primary forus on the ska-
ing program. The non-ski months
are filled with peoices, losyak iy
hike-riding trips, tennis socials, |
podf socials, howling events,
damoes, and just about anyihing
else the board of directors wants (o
plan. The W5C also purticipates in
netivities such as food bootha for
AN stroot festivals like Nikke
Mutsuri in San Jose

‘Evolution': A Fortieth

Anniversary Celebration
In 1998, a fortieth anneer-

sary celebration, “EVOLLL

TION," chaired by former K5O
Presidént Parm Yoshids, was
keld at the Westin Hotel in
Santa Clera. The celobration
included & golf tournament and
a dinner dance.

An nnnaversary recpe book,
chaired by Judy Hom, was
made for the cccasten and fea-
tured a recipe from each of the
past presidents and recipes
used on the weekend bus trips
The club’s first female presi-
dent, April Shira, presented the
dedication to club founder Tats
Sumida. The recipe book was
the third ene created in the
long hastory of the club. It was
dedicated o longtime member
Haruko Hagaishi and to the
memorses of former members
Tamiji Kanegawa and Dean
Davenpart

This Year's Ski Trips

The NSC will bost ten week-
end trips o the Sierras this
vear, Among these trips will be
a long weekend trip to Park
City Utah with ski days at
Park City. The Canyons and
Deer Valley The last trip of the
season will be two doys of ski-
ing at Squaw Valley and two
dayas of skiing at Mammoth
Mountain. All ether traps will
be to the Lake Tuhos région
Encly vear, the club organizes a
week-long trip out of siate
This year, the trp will be to
Aspen, Colorado, and is being
organized by lda Hea

A trip that members loak for-

ward to ench year is the annoal
potluck and race weekend. Tho
weekend trip combines two of
our members’ most frvorite
things — skiing and eating.
The first day of skiing is high-
lighted by & huge potiuck lun
choon that all perticipate in
The diversity of the club s

“shown by the wide varety of

itema brought each year from
sushi to samosas, dolmadas to
egg rolls — this i a fabulous
wickend of sharing and show-
ing off culinnry skills. The next
day is the race which is looked
forward to all year This ie a
dual slalom course that is
accesable to all levels of skiers
This has been & time-honored
tradition and continues o be
the largest trip that the club
Organizes

For the Love of Skifng
Diversity in ages and ethnio
iy are an assot for the mem-

2N 0

lradership for the club, it ts the
alder members who keep
younger members in awe with
skills such as folding origami 1o
hand-making something that s
trip leader might have been left
at home (such as & rice paddle).

Members still marvel sbout o
week-long ski trip to Sun
Valley in 1885 — that the
members who went helicopter
skiing were not the younger
members, but were founding
members Hi Pujii, Jim Tanakns
and Tom Yokomizu

In retrospect, it is little won-
der that the spirit of the club
has continued throughout the
years with the strong founda-
tion given to us by the Nisei
founding members, who contin-
we to serve as prime gramples
of leadership, friendship, fun
and ... gee — THEY CAN
SURE SKI!

Far more informatson about the:
Niset Skd Chub, vist the NSC web
ke il www. pEbEroup com/ N
SlciChub, or contact the Nisel Sk
Club Trip Director Pam Yoshida
by e-mail: voshidwparm@pgh-
proup com. Bl

HEART MOUNTAIN

{Continued from page 44)

they had, Whenever dad and
Uncle George went out to
play, they would return home
hot, sweaty, dusty and dirty
from head to toe and in need
of & shower, But firet they
would carefully dust off thesr
shoes, bags, clubs and balls
Then they would shake the
dirt and dust from the gar-
ments they wore that day
before having their clothes
hand washed and line dried

In June 1945, the members
of the Heart Mountain Golf
Club had a going-away
partyigolf tournament for our
dad and three other mem-
bers. This may have been ope
of the last gatherings of the
Heart Mountain Golf Club
before the eamp closed on
Nov. 10, 1945

Heart Mountain wasn't the
anly camp to build a golf
course. Three additional
eamps had golf courses.

A relative and a longhime
golfer, Toshio Nakebayashi of
Riverside, Calif., and some of
his friends designed and con-
structed & golf course at
Poston Camp 1. His son, Mr
Robin H. Naksbayashi,
learned to play golf at Poston
and remembered his dad

poing to the motor pool to get
used motor oil to pour on the
course “green” to keep it
smooth.

The Manzanar Relocation
Center's golf course was built
sutgide the barbed wire, and
the Minidoka Relocation
Center's golf course was
shortened to eix holes to
make way for more farmland.

This article has allowed my
gigter and myself to gather
mare information on our fam-
ily history. She is the main
caretaker of our family tree.
This story pot our family to
talk about the Heart
Mountain Golf Course, It was
a nice reminder of our dad's
and uncle's leadership abili-
ties and how they were ablé
ta overcome the difficulties of
constructing a playable
COUrse.

They and the others must
have felt much pride at the
completion of the course.
Gulfm‘aiwmkad mt&i!ﬂﬂ to
bring their sport to
camps and to give others the
opportunity to share in the
enjoyment of their favorite
sporting activity. It also
showed how a group of
ple came together to and
assist others at a time when

way of life that had been
taken away from them W

& Pacific Citizen Holiday fssue, December, 1689
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The Little Tokyo Service
Center Community Develop-
ment Corporation (LTSC CDC)
is pursuing plans to develep
Sakurn Village, a multi-use
complex which will include &
gix-court gympasium, apart-
ments. and condominiums, an
expanded branch of the Los
Angeles Public Library, retail

ecommercial office space,
Japanese-style gardens; park-
ing facilities and & community
art roam.

The centerpiece of Sakurn
Village will be o 40,000-square-
fool gyvmnasium, which will be
used by Japanese Amencan
baskethall, volleyball, and mar-
tial arts lesgues as well os
being open to anyone whao
wants to play — whether they
ard in a league or not

John Swito Jr., of the Niset
Athletic Union, estimates that
there are about 5000 basket-
ball players in JA leagues in
Sputhern California  alone
Because of the number of play
era, who can range i age from
5 years old te adults, many
tearns are having difficulty
finding a gym to play at “It's
kind of difficult to get & place to
hold, all these games” Saito
noted

Community Youth Council
(CYC), & JA basketball league,
faces similar pmblumh:.d’me
Jeague plays in gyms which are
owned by the Los’ Angeles
Parks and Receeation Depart-
ment, but these canmot be

Phatp counesy ol Litte Tokyo Senvics Carmed
Sketch of the sic-court Sakura Village, which would be availabie 1o JA baskethall, volleyball, and martial ans
leaguos, as well 35 non-league members, courtesy of Takase Associates

By CHRISTINA SHIGEMURA

secured more thon one week in
advance, said Yosh Hiral

Beyond simply finding a ploce
to play, David Nagano of
Westside Volleyball voiced con-
cerns about the quality of many
gyms. “We have some consis-
tent gyms that we tond to use
ull the time, but some faclities
are mot that strong,” Nagano
snid. “The gym we use in
Monterey Park is not wvery
good,” he explained, “The end
line of one of the courts is one
foot wway from & brick wall, it
hot, and the floor is extremely
hard.”

Another concern Nagano
vaiced is that most gyms have
only three or four courts, which
limits the number of teams that
can play ot the same time.

Saito, Nagano, and Hira
hope that the six-court Sakurn
Village gymnasium will be the
answer to their problems. “The
gvm will be large enough for
tournaments  where several
tenms play at once,” Hirai said,

Saito envisions the Sakura
Village gymnasium a4 a place
where sports-minded JAs will
como together, “The gym would
hmlunpimwhm alil
these different sports groups
could have a hmssi:tadmlg_m

lay their sports,” Saito sai
PRw. Kenshio Furuys, chief
instructor at the Aikide Center

of Los Angeles, sees the Sakura .

Village mn?nuium ps  an'
opportunity for martial artists
to share their skills. “1 would

like to see full representation of
all the traditional martial arts
practicing and working togeth-
or,” he said.

Another benefit of the Sakura
Village gym is ita central loca-
tion, capecially for people who
work downtown and play on
wetknights after work, Nagano
explained,

Carrie Morita has o different
reason for wanting the gymna-
gium to be in Little Tokyo, “The
gym s very important to reéfu-
venate the Little Tekyo commu-
nity,” said Morita, a volunteer
ot the Union Center Cafe and
the mother of two boys who par-
tigpate in basketball leagues.
“A gym will draw young poople
[to Little Tobyol. Sports will
bring families down here and
keep kids involved in the com-
munity,” sdded Moty whose
sons have “participated in JA
sports leagues for 13 years and
are currently playing for
Diamond - Bar High, FOR
{Friends of Richard) and CYC

Sandy Miyeshire, director of
the Nisei Church e and &
member of the Sakura Village

board of directors, 'shares
oriti's. hope that Sakura
Village will draw families back
to Little Tokyo. “I notice that |
used to go to Jtown with my
mom, and now we hardly ever
go with our children,” she said.

For many young JAs, sports
and martinl arts provide an
important  connection  fo
Japanese culture. Morita cred-

its the leagues for providing her
sons with the opportunity to
travel to Japan twice with JA
basketball leaguas.

Furuva believes that martial
arts promote understanding of
rultural heritage, "Many young
Sansei, Yonsei and Gosei nee
tryving to find their culture,” he
explained. "Martial arts stimu-
lnte their interest in Jopanese
culture because its difficult to
understand Japanese American
culture without understanding
Japaness culture.”

, who holds classes for
children ns well as adults, said
that studying martial arta such
a# kende, judo, karate, and
mkido teaches children o it up
straight, follow Japanese ofi-
quette, and show respect

Miyashiro, whose league
draws from meore than 50
Christian churches, agroes that
JA sports and martial arts
lnagues have a pomtive affect
oo MNikkei youngsters, "Sports
have really helped the Asinn
eommunity as for as keeping
the kids busy and out of trou-
ble,” she said,

Supporters of the JA volley-
ball and basketball ] e BaYy
that the leagues teach the value

of weamwark and inclusiveness.
“In CYC, every kid gets coach-
ing: our motto isfor every kid to
play” sand Hirm:, whose league
has & “minimum playing time”
policy to give every team mem-
ber a chance to play. Hirai also
pornted out that JA leagues
allow Nikkei children to play
ngninst other children who are
about the same size, instead of
competing agminst larger, non-
Asan children.

Adults and children alike
make friends in the leagues
“There's a competitive aspect,
but there's n social aspect as
well,” said Nagano, noting that
Westside players often take the
opportunity to go out to eat
together after their games
MNakano sees the potential for a
gignificant boost in  Little
Tokye's restaurant business
I!'r-nmlgcln}'eru who will be hun-
gry after they finish & game or
proctice at the Sakura Village

ovm.

“There would be tremendous
amounts of potentinl people
who would come ta use the
gvm,” agreed HRev, Grant
Hagiya of Cenpenary Methodist
Church. We hope it will contin-
we to bring people back into
Littie Tokyo.”

LTSC CDC does not want
people to only come into Little
Toleyo for & few hours and then
leave, howover, so- Sakura
Village will inchide 200 pew

ten of 1,500 by 25 percent,
ASSUMING AN AVErage OoCupdan-
cy rate of two people in each of
the 75 condominiums and 125

Continued on the next pege
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npartments, snid Scott [to, pro-
ject manager of Sakura Village.
Omne third of the condominiums
and apartments will be avail-
ablo as low-income housing and
the rest will be market-rate

To hose who live and work in
Little Tokyo, the demand for
housing ig obvieus. "Nobody
really had to tell us that people
in Little Tokvo nesd placss to
live,” nid Aynko Hagiharn, o
community organizer for LTSC
CDC; “The complex [wall] help
fill & howsing shortage in Little
Tekyo and replace the many
units that were lost over the
past
years,
ndded [to,

Sekuras
Village will |
also provide
a new home
for Horetaha
Chushoku
Kai, o com-
munity Ber-
vice Organi-
tation.
Transluate
into English,
Koreisha
Chushoku
Kni menos
“nutrition
program for
the alderly,”
and the
OFganiza- -

« Hon lives up to its name by pro-

B
=

viding daily hot Junches and
home delivery meals to sensor
citizens in  Boyle Heights,
Evergreen and Little Tokvo We
are Iookang foreard to expand-
IR GUr supportive services into
a total program, including fis-
tivitics, our escort service, and
dancing and exercige [classos],
explained Emi Yamaki, director
of Koreisha,

Sakura Village will alsc
mclude a mew space for the
Little Tokyve branch of the Los
Angeles Public Library. The
Little Tokvo library, which is
currently leasing a | 5,000.
square-foot space on Alameda
Street between Second and
Third streots, will have 12 500
square feet in Sakura Villnge
The library hopes to expand its
callection from 44,000 to 80,000
books in the new location, and
they hope to increase the num-
ber of computers from eight to
26, smid Yoshike Sclomon, &
librarian.

In addition, LTSC CDC hopes
to  entice the Japanese

past 20 years, said Hogthars
Criginally, supporters of the
gained the spproval of the
?ﬁmmu Redevelopment
Agency (CRA) to build & small
community EYMmAARIum &5 part
of the Japanese American
Cultural and Commonity
Center (JACCC) complex in the
18708, explainod Al Taira, one
af the original supporters of the
gym and & member of the
Sakura Village gym board of
directars. In the initinl plan-
ning stagesthe 814 million
JACCC project included the
main JACCC building, a the

Pnato oourtesy of LTSC

Youhg athlges batle one ancther i @ lewmament spon-
sared by LTSC dedicated 1o rassing awareness for the
nead for a Little Tolgeo gymnagaem

ater and a gym. However,
rencwned  sculpter  Isamu
Noguehi wanted o large
plaza for his sculpture
hononing the Izse, so
there wasn't enough apace
left for 2 gym in the
JACCC complex, which
was completed in 1983,
Yet supporters of the §
Little Tokyo gym clung to
their dream. In 1984, sup- J§
parters proposed a small, fs
LEmpOrary EYMpDASILm on

Councilwoman Rita Walters,
whose distret includes Little
Tokwo. expressed & preference
for s permanent struclure
instead of & temporary ome
Alsg, MOCA requested that the
gym oot be budlt in front of the
T LS4TI0,

When the lawsuits between
the City of Los Angeles .;mu:ll
Barker werg settled, LTSC
CDEC submitted a new plan for o
pvmnasiom which included a
three-story public  parking
structure with o gym on top,
making the building six stores
high. The proposal wis to build
the gym along Temple Street on
the city-owned First Street
property, where the bmiding
would pot have been in front of
MOCA, said Lisa Sugino, direc-
tor of LTSC CDCY

At that  ume, Walters
announced that she did not
want any sbove-ground struc.
tures to bi built on the First
Strest property and promised to
support and help find money for
a gym at another site in Little
Tokyo, said Suging.

Determined to make their
dreams & reality, gym support-
ers gearched for any pece of
land large enongh to hold & gym
in Little Tokyo. “We looked at
every open piece of land — the
parking lot of Centenary
Church, the roof of Yachan,
Mangrove Estates, Obayashi
but none of the land that was
large enough was for sale,

ty. “There have beon coruip
things the residents have beey
screaming out for, 8o we're 1y
ing to listen to them sq4
respond,” Sugino amid  Th,
results of a Little Tokwo
munity sarvey sponsored Ly
the CRA reveal.such needs
affordable housing, more pork
ing, and a multi-lingual o
affice for non-English speakers
“We're trying to bring i bus
neszes which will draw peapls
but not compete with !
businesses which are alrends o
Little Tokye,” said Bugino, wi
hopes that many Japanes
quasi-governmental
will follow the Japancs
Consulate in relocating 1o 0l
Tokyo.

Currently, LTSC CD(
negotintions for an undis
site which 8 nearly twio
large as the site at Second ar
Central streeis. After LTS
CD{C lined up 300,000 11 |aa
guarantees, the Fanne Mas
American Communifies [und
agreed to finance & $6.6 o
cash offer for the site. Sunn
expects that the owners of t
aite, o large Japanose corpors
o, will need three months 1
evaluate the offer and reach o
decision in Japan, but she
hopeful. LTSC CDC estimates
total costs for planning, acquir
ing the land, and construct:ng
Sakura Village at $56 million

Ito expects  to begin  ar
BEgressive capifal campaign as
soon 4= LTSI
CDC  gets 1
eontrol S0t
fund-raising
efforts, such as
thie first annual
Children's Day
on-3 Basketball
 Tournament
have already
¥ _rmrwed BULCCEES"

the wvocant, city-owned [® State Assem
roperty north of First blyman Gilbert
ireet, behind the Cedillo sponsored
Japanese American & budget item for
National Museum and | LTSC CDC w
‘n:clx‘t Lo the Muneummil‘ 4 receive a
ontemparary d s $250,000 gran
MOCA) oo courtesy of LTSC gy build the gym
Under former mayor -N9sey Yamasaki, a star on Stanford's collegial® from the "Cali

Tom Bradleys adminis-
tration, devaloper
Michnel Barker had been

basketball and volleyball teams, parbcipates in kas! Auguat's
Littie Tokyo's Three-on-Thres Baskethall Tournamant in front
of LTSC'S Casa Halwa:

fornia Parks and
Recreation

contracted to build & 650,000-
square-foot office tower called
City Hall Far East and 276
mixed-income residential units
on the ecity-owned property

~ Consulate to return to Little
Z Tolkyo by offering to build & new
3 offiee in Sakurm Village. The
= consulate’s office would consist
of 25,000 quare feet of office
space on o Eingle level and
‘would feature special security

mrERSUTeS a:u_l:h e A private ele-

north of First Street.

When Richard Ricrdan
bocame mayor the project was
canceled, resulting in several
lawsuits. [uring the four years
it took for the aty to settle with
Barker, gym supparters submit-
ted o proposal to build & tempo-

BEGT "rqeoasag fanss] ASpIjoH e

Sugino stated.
However, Little Tokyo pym
supporters found a suitable ite

on Second and Central ‘streets,
acrops from Honda Plasa, In
Mareh 1938, LTSC CDC offered
the owner, Shaoul Levy & Co.,
$3.4 million for the property,
but still had not received a
response  to their offer by
Hovember 1998, The CRA
offered to exercise its powers of
eminent domain to

: purchase

vator, Ito said. rary gym on a partion of the the lind from ITSC

Bafore LTSC CDC can begin - First Street property which was  CDC huldiﬂn:wmu?;t\ve the

building the consulate’s office or ot under litigntion CRA board spprovel necessary

anything else, however, they If the proposal had been  to follow through with this
mmmpurqhuﬂta:nhﬂn approv hm“ﬂ; nction.

of* in Tokyo. is currently n i Sugine ho that

e difficulty of securing the wﬂd._hahmm,vmwmgammw

hndinuﬂ]a'].‘nmhuhpt However, severnl concerns pre-'  the ittle Tokyo community ns

- 50 g¥m Fupporters waiting for the | vented approval. City well as the larger JA communi-

, because it’s o
great start and we know it will
gﬁ;nnu with site control,”

ino said
Ancther | tive effort
could also provide funds for the
gym. Assemblymen Villarai-
gosn nnd Eseley are sponsoring
a $1.5 billion stale park bond,

bond, which would provide
money to state parks,
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By Frank Emi

L was sports day ot this institu-
Im:u o Middle America. The

athletic field was busy with
men mmpeling in varows sparts,
nnd the blenchers were filled with
spactators. k

Severnl of us Nisey were partic-
pating in this svent to demanstrate
the sport of judo, something these
Mid-Westerners probably never
witnegsad bafore

Sipce there were no g or judo
nckets |wn:||.r|.l#t. we used the g
ernmant-tssued bloo denim jackets
and pants which were strong
enough Lo withstand a ehort perod
of pulling and tugging. The mat
ares wis compesed of firm cotion
matiresses Ughtly lmn togethor on
the field.

In tradittonal manner, we bred
ap and bowed before stepping onto
the mal Then we began our
demonstration with fmirly simple
technigues and gradually moved
into the more complicated and
speciacular throws

Following this, we procesded 1o
hald & moek shi-ai or tournament
where we applied W
(koshi Re
throws 1z

{asht hare
nnd arm loc
We had
biggpor fa
ring techniques

fi

maller mer
75 with apects
This really

' s
they had seen g like this
and were truly tmpressed

Aftsr pur judo demonstralion, a
burly wrestior challenged one of
the Misei men to o match This
Misot wan & san don (third degres
black belt) and stood about 55"
and weighed 160 1bs. The wrestler
| B5'10% nnd 200 Ths
r immediately dived
legn s wresilors
often do. The MNisei ket him get on
top of him and then proceeded to
apply a judo choke hold on him
untl he choked him out. That
ended the match, and that Misei
never got eny morn challengers
after that

In anather incdent, a big cowbay

h BEGT ‘ROUIaa ‘anss] ARpIIOH TSI 0N
eE

Why did this Nises man spend
one week in e "hole™ This ath
letie svant took place in the spning
of 1945, behind the kigh gray walls
af Lsavenworth Fedoral Peni-
tentinry in Kansan We were
“puosta” of Unele Sam

We Misei ended up in thas high
security prison with bank robbers,
eon artists, crooked lewyers, con
victod doctors and murderers
bocauss this was the result of our
fighting for our constitubons] and
human rights while incarcerated
at Heart Mountain soncentration
camp in Wyoming.

Wi were members of the Hear
Mountain Fair Play Committes
{FPC) that challenged the lagalsty
of the military drafl ss spplied
the soncentration camps under the
axisting conditions i Lghe
wore 45 man uding
at Leavenwarth
wore 6t MeNal
x| Penitentinry tn the
ennvicted
ft

KES

ernment had, without semblance
of due process, furcbly removed all
perscns of Japanese ancestry from
the West Coast ints 10 inland con-
centruticn camps, based solely on
their ancestry. This, in the face of
reports from FBI, Naval and Army
intelligence that there had not
boan onE in now of esplonage or
snbotage by persons of Japancse
ancestry  wit the mninland
United States or Hawaii. All of our
duizanship mnghts under - our
Constituton and Bill of Rights
were vialated and suppressed

The government continued to
stice by institulang
mlitary drafl in Jeouary 1944
the concontration
ve basia as the
the "outside.”
unllenged this govern-
y through the courts.
r conitended that the government
was morally, ethically and legally
wrong o applying the draft into
¢ monoentrotion campa wikhout
first restoring our consttutenal
rights and rectifying the injustices
af the forced removal and intern-

ment of Japanese Amercans

The FPC took this sta
no other organization
the national  Amarie:
Libertiea Union or the
seaned concernid, either
of on princples, in ptand:
the conatitutions]l and
nghb\ of Jopaneass Amne:

In fmct both "divil rights
rations during that perio
aged our movament for ju
fair pley. The JACL wilified o
leaders of the FPC and Jame:
Omura, the only JA newsmar
puppart our cause.

The result of our re
movement was the convic { &
members of the FPC, who wor
charged with drafl resistanc 4
pantenced to three year
conyictions were appasled
way Up to the U8 Supreme
but to nb avail

Later, however, they wers
prezidential pardons by Pr
Horry 8 Truman with o
restoration af political and o
rights. In issuing the pardos
head of the pardan board mad:

Prolo Countesy of Frank Em

mm?.immmrmﬂ ; k i
Calitria Team ot fecdcing th ity bannier s his Hollywood Judo Dojo learm won the Southorn




stutement thet the Ervernment
undorstood why the resisters took
the stand that they did.

The seven FPO-leaders were
charged and convicted with ocon.
spiracy to violats the draft lew, and
eiding, abetting and counseling
others to resist the draft. Our sen-
tences ranged from two to foar
VEAS.

Two year sentences wore meted
out to two FPC leaders who were
nlready serving o three year draft
rosistanes sentence and to an Jssei
man whe had been transinting cur
bulletins and = into
Japaness for the benefit of the par-
enta of the young men resisting the
draft. The rest of the londors
were sentenced Lof four years,
including moyself

We sppealed our convictions on
constitotional grounds, Thirteen
months later, the appellate oourt

‘pur comvictions, and we
were released. One appellate court
judge wrote in his opinion that we
had s right to contest n law we felt
was unconstitutional, Although
our case was one of only two lut]--
cefil] pd before an appel-
lato wu’;'t,‘E:Nudm af the camp-
ora peldam mention our case.

In addition to the Nisei men
from Heart Mountain, another
group of seven Kibel Nisel joined
us in the juds demonstrotion at
Leavernworth. They were men wha
were in the U5, Army prior (o the
ntiack on Harbor.

Shortly after the bombing, the

reoplaced the weapens af
thess Nissd goldiers’ with mops and
brooms and ordered them to
Intrine duty. The men protested
this treatment and Ep-utm?ly
Toquested Lo be trested like regular
saldisrn. Their appels went by the

I‘.nnl"mllmmundumrum
periousness of their nqmn:,:_ilx
nldi.-.--iﬁnd a petition wi
thair own blood and went on a
heinger strike. They wore court
martialed for inmaboerdination and
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German sptes who had been cap-
tured after coming mahore on the
East Coast from thetr nubmarine.

Among this group, one individ-
tinl always walked a fow feot
behind everyone, and the rest of
the men ignored him. Ono day; we
osked them why they ostrocized
this particuler man. We werp tald
thin man was first to be taken cap-
tive “and had “ratted” on them,
remulting in the eapture of the rest
of the team.

People have often asked me il we
were mistrented in prison. On the
contrary, once our story was
oxplained to. the prisoners, the
inmates were quoite sympathetic,
and | belieove our judo demonstra-
tion made our siay less stressful
The officals tov seemed to be
understanding of our situation.

In fct, every non-Japaness per-
son | have talked to sinee WWII
concurs with the actions we took in
our stroggle for justice and civil
and human rights.

To illustrate this point, | would
like to share with you an incdent
that tock place on Feb. 4, 1904, at
an Cakland, Cakif, panc] discis-
gion titled, "Princpled Dissent:
Heart Mountain Ihﬂhr't
Husistors.” [t was organized by Lir.
Clifford Uyeda, nnd sponsared by
tha Mational Japaness American
Histarical Secioty and the Oukland
Museum's History Department.
The panclists included myself;

resister Mits Eoshiyame; play--

wright Frank Chin; and Grace
Yharra, an atterney and daaghber

of Guntmro Hubota of the FPC'

“sovon.

Following o boated discossion
with several Nissl WWII volarans
gitting in the froot row,-a looe
Cauvensian man stood up and made

Phole Caurésy ol Frank Emi
Frank Emi is ioday a sixth degres red and wiiie bt and haad
instructor of the Holiywood Jude Doo. (Suloists who are sidh
dégies o Reghar recaie a rod and whits strped el )

this statement: *1 am & veteran of
‘World War [I, and | want to thank
the resisters for standing up for
their constitutional rights. That is
what democracy is all about and
that was what [ wes fighting for in
Eurcpe.” When the man sat down,
the eotire room burst into
applaase,

I have aften been naked whether
my judo treining had any influence
an my camp &rs resistance acivi-
ties becanse four of the seven FPC
jeaders had jodo backpgrounds. 1
believe 1 would hawe tiken the

tices that our government inflicted
on s were &0 blatant and illegal in
n democTaey.

At the same time, 1 believe judo
instills self confidence, ‘and this

many make one more apt th stand  Team Championship,
gp for rights' and fEimoss. ; the ar erm, our
, 1 would have to con- dnpmadﬂnuwmm

g 14 in 1930, under eight division.

Murakasmi, @ real gentloman In 1980, we joined _the
p.'dpﬁua instructor, His son, Rey, Hollywood Japanese Cultural
w heads the dajo. Institute in belping to build & two-
Whan our family moved from the structurs Lo houss & new juds
o Ry b ot igings astraciass. &
ST comamated 5 the Comptan, Today, we huve oo of the most
oo and latar to the Monsta modarn judo dojo’s i Soathern
i of the powerhouses of judo dar-
ig fbo 1830s.  © :
A highlight of my jude experi- We proctics every Tuesdsy
uu-mmw.‘;wmim and Frday nights from 7:30 to
sith en 18 man judo team under | #:30 pom. Being a community #
‘fonota dojo’s instroctor, Piol, mmﬁ-m res- | 8
i land of my mncestars, wrea of Le

Ofthe 12 | loave a - muwlﬂnﬂ

sutehos we hod with the Jupanese | machine o
In.ﬂ-:mlﬂ. e come visit v some ight E
Crur two losses were o
Ercahima Police Department Mﬂ“""“-—m“

and to the Tokyo Teachers  puderl Penitenticry and is cur-
K‘Jm.ﬂmlm,ﬂrmm‘ﬁ
pnking member wns o o dafn  Eollmeocd Jude Dago. =
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Happy Holidays!
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By JONATHAN Y. CEAMURA

In 1996 a former University of
Hawai'i baseball player, who is
1 local Haole, requested pérmis-
aion to play in the Japanese-
only Ofahu AJA (Americans of
Japanese ancestry) Senior
Baseball Leagus.

The player, Bill Blanchette,
who grew up in Hawai' and for-
merly played with many AJA
league ball players, indicated he
wanted to join the league
because if is the most competi-
tive league for former college
and professional players like
himeelf. His request was denied
by the league's board of direc-
tors without any explonation
given him.

This issue generatod o
substantial amount of
public discussion over a
peried of several months
in the print media,
including the Honelulu
daily newspapers and
the Japanese American
commumity Dewspaper,
The Howail Herald

In editorials and
strongly worded letters
sant to the new rs,
eritics of the Jme
descent elipibility rule contend-
ed that it is a form of racial dis-
crimination insofar as it denies
individuals from participating
in the AJA baseball league sale-
Iy on the basis of race. They
especially pointed out that the

£

continue like other Japanese
cultural and social traditiona in
Huwaiti,

In noting that most of. the
players in the lepgue would not
be opposed to a non-fapaness
baing allowed to join, o player
nonetheless remarked, “But
that's because we're not in
towch with the history of the
league. But the [oider] officials
of the league are. They know
the history, Would you want to
ber the person to ond ¢ tradition
that's been standing for 30, 40,
50 years™

While supporters of the
Jupanese descent rule noted
that the O'ahu AJA Sonior
League is the premier amateur
baseball league in the state in

terms of the level of* competi-
tion, organization and facilities,
they did not mention that in
to be the sport in which JAs

excel, compared to other eth-
nicfracial groups.

fathers were not allowed into
the leagup until later. Civen
incrensing rates of intermar-
riage over the years, as long as
a player is of some Japanese
descent, however minimal, he is
considered eligible

However, as controversial as
the eligibility rule has been in
the past, only recently has it
been more strictly enforced, As
recently as 1896, a player, who
by his own admission was not
Japanese, hod competed for the
same AJA league team for eight
years. Only when he tried to

change teams was his eligibility _

succesafully challenged by

another team manager and he

wias banned from the league. .
League officials suspect there

“It's a baseball issue that unfortunately became a
race issue."

Bill Blanchette

“Would you want to be the person to end a tradition
that's been standing for 30, 40, 50 years?"
An AJA baseball player

—_—

the 200 players in the league
pince the oligibility rule is not
enforced through a formal
review of birth cortifieates but
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the rejovenated Democrate
Party in Howaili in the 1950z ax
it guined political power und
brought an end to more than 60
years of Haole oligarchic rule
Along with other JAs, a sipmis
cant number of AJA veterans
wore elected to office during
that decade and led the
Democratic Party's goals of
socinl justice, equality and e
nomic reform.

These liberal and projressive
values and goals advocated by
JA legislators, veterans-and
labar leaders in the 19505 and
19608 are amother hintorical
“teadition in Hawaili that atand
in marked contrast to the reton-
tion of the racially exclusive oli
pibility rule by the AJA league.

In vobing to uphold
ita Japaness descient
rule, the directors of
thg AJA league and
those who supparted
that decision can be
seen to have engaged
in a'form of "defensive
ethnicity” in which an
ethnicfracial  group
acts to protect its
interests or resources
in res to & pear
eIV threat from

external forces, This defensive
reaction also is evident in @
stutement by the AJA league
president, which stated that if
foreed to sccept non Japanese
pla: would terminate
um?m thoy :
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ohit Yoshida, who
o I:;:}ld the high-
est judd ranking in
- the United Stﬂht:u
during the 1940s,
may be considered the first
judo: imstructor on the main-
land. The 510° Issen achieved
this notoriety at o time when
there were no weight divisions
in judo competitions.

Yoshida's early years are
sketchy, but his suraving sons,
Ken and, Seck Sakaye Yoshida,
believe their father was bormn in
18597 and that he first made his
wWa to  America from
Fukushima, Japan, with his
new bride, 5 o Kimishima
Yoshida, around 1919 or 1920

The couple landed in
Tacomas, Wash., where Yoshida
immediately ap-nne-d shop as a
judo instructor and held night
classes for the local Nisel boys.
He supported his - teaching
income by hnhﬁjduwn n day
job at the saw

It wasn't long before
Yoshidn's reputation spread

ward of mouth, and he
waas offered another judo teach-
ing job in California. Sock, the
fourth of seven Yoshids chil-
dren, remembered his father
teaching in several Southern
California  towns of Saota
Maria, Guadalups, Lompoc
and Arrove Grande.

“He l.lug;ht a du: almost
every night,”

]twumyutural I‘.hanﬂ:m.t
Yoshida's three sons be intro-
duced to judo when ithe
became old enough. Al
Sock felt his father “wasn't too
much of a disciplinarian,” Ken,
the oldest son, recalled that his
father made him fight oppo-

er than him 60 as not
wortinm to his own

Kohei Yoshida: Judo Pioneer

By
nents
to show

children.
H.lﬁ.lﬁ-i“ In 1932, when Los Angeles
i hoated the -summer Olympics,

1]"III|:I'II= -mﬁn‘:::n;“hp:jda

o

;u.rminihl pﬂ_ﬂnn

was not yet accepted gs an

Yoshida's judo expertise alss
came in handy in fixing dislo-
cated arms and shoulders. Ken
remembered Nikkei families
from surrounding areas visit-
ing hia (nther on a weekly basis
to have their arm or shoulder
injuries examined.

“In judo, if you don't fall
right, you can break a
bone, so you learn
to know the dif-
ference
between &
broken  bone

remember

one lm:m.g
where B
doctar told
them @ broken
arm  couldn't
straightened
out, ut  m

Kohoi Yoshida with his wilea a8 &
him Sakiko and first child Toshiko.  Yoshida

inatructors foll the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor. The FBI
eventually did find Yoshida but
that was after thé end of the
War.

When evocuation potices
went up, Yoshids and his fami-
Iy wers sent to the Tanforan

A.a.aamhiy Center and then to
the Topmz Relocation
Center. In camp, Kon
recalled his father
eoneidered resurn-
ing judo lessons
but met with

opposition.

SJD.DE' Yoahids didnt sccept

monétary eot for his ser-
vices, grate families sent
barrels of food to the Yoshida
family during

pnrl:.eu]urly helphual di g
wis uring
the Great Depression yedrs,
recalled Ken.

A year before the United
States entered World War 11,
Yoshida was asked to l.u.ch
jodo in Northern California,
and the family moved to

City.

Due to the address s
the l;Bl was unable wchlngum
Yoshidn /when they began
rounding up martial arts

where
found employment
janitor. §
Canght Jud never =
t judo -
But while Yoshidn nnm
classes Sock recalled

that Imlﬁar continued to
work tireleasly to get judo
ncoepied a5 an amateur sport o

iety.
oshida also continoed hi
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By CHAHLES C. GOODIN

It was a time bofore g (uni-
forma), black belts, or orgunized
tournaments — o time when the
ort was practioed in secret and
taught anly to the most trusted
stodents. A high Karate Senses
might have only a handfil of sta-
dents during his entire life, often
only one or two al any one tHme.

“Karate Jotsw® ("Chins Hand
Art”) came to Hawail in 1900 with
the very first group of Okinawan
immigrants aboard a ship apgro-
priately named the 5. & China
Mare. For the net three T
Harate, which could also -
nounced “Tbde” meant “China
Hand™ in Hawadl. [t was only after
the war that the term “Empty
Hand" became widely wsad.

In *Uchinanchu: A Histery of
Okinawans in Hawni" Chinzen
Kinjo, one of the first 26 immi-
grants and the mly one to remain
in Hawall, described using
“Harate” to defend himself agmingt
& funa (foreman) st the Ewa
Plantation. This must have been
shortly after his srrival Many
other Okinswan immigrnots
lesrmod Harate in Oldnawa bafre
coming to Hawaii. These included:
Seiv  Morikone (originally of
Halalna), Watoku Higa, Hizo
Theruva, Shuichi Agena, Gentaro
Kaneshir, Seishin Ushara, and
Seachi Urasald.

One of the earli-
est Okinawan
MNisei to learn |
H.u.ru.lej.n Honolulu |8

Thomus
ShJ.gl:ru Miyashiro,
Miyashiro had bad
posture as o child
and lexrned Karate
from on Okinawan
immigrant known
as Mr. Kuniyoshi to

¥abu Gunso was well-known
as the very first Okinawan officer
in the Japanese military. He was
an Army Lisutenant, but his
nickname means "serpeant” A
student of Sckon “Bushi®
Matsumura end Anko [osu,
¥ibu was one of the first teachers
to conduct Harate classes in the
Oldnawan school system, He also

. taught at the Teacher’s College

and the Polioe Acsdomy. At the
time of his visit to Hewsil, he was
the mogt senior instructor of the

Shuri-te (Shorin-rvu), form of

Karate in Olinawa.

b tasght dasees in Hooohedu -

with Admiral Eenws Harna He
prve the first Komte demonstra-
tion in the United States ot the
Nuuamu YMCA m March of 1927,
and pnother on July 8 He per-
formied several of the kata practced
in Sharin- inchuding Fusank,
anu.-ihﬂmmxnﬂmnﬂn Sanchin,
Pinan {developod by [toms), and
Passal. These kats are sl pree-
ticed today,

Choki Motobu, nicknamed I

Motobu No Saru ("Monkey”) was
very famous for having defeated s
Ewropaann boxer in & contest in
Eyoto in 1921. Enown u-u a
“kumite”™ or "sparring” expert,

Hnrate was largely Bel:l"—tnught
Enown as something of o trouble-

toachers who vmmd. Hawaii
before Wnrld War II. Theso

(“Gunso”

maker as u child, Chold Motobu
wis refused instruction by many
tenchers. It i said  that he

teating his skills in challenge
mutches, some of which wens quite
violent. The challenge of the
Europesn boxer was probably e
sistibbe o him desprte the fact that
her oras in hibs 508 ot the tme!
Upon his arrival in Hownii,
Motobu encountered some vian
problemns. He was refused admis-

amother book titled “Harste
Hempa®™ eartier in 1833, ' Both
books are very rare today.

TPIQ"I'H.-EI'-QE Miyashino, Taquzame#aP@#wm[avﬁ-
tor from Japan), and Seishin Ushara. 1833

gion and detained st the
Hemoluly immigration station for
about one month before being
returnied o Japan. | have heard
many explanations for Motobu's
detention. The most lkely seems
to be translstion difficulties (he
spoke Okinawan only, not
Japanese) and the lack of & sust-

to masist with his visa problems.

Zuiho Mutsu snd Eamesulke
Hignshionna, whe were both
from universities in Japan, visit-
od Howadi in August 1933, The
next mooth, they gave a big
demonstration at the cvic andito-
rium on‘Sept. 9. Bacause it gen-
arated oo much interest, Mutsu,
Higmshionna and Thomas
Shigeru Miyashiro started to con-

duct Hnrate classe dosntown.

Iy after the civic nuﬂl;ﬁum
dmmm' . He o=
muthored b bock titled “Hempo

SpEITING
mthmiiulhuwﬁmdur Guisetsu” (1930) and written
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awaiTa cultural

like o string of peards in the middbe
of th Pacific Chosan

O the ethnie groups, the
Jnpanesse have been historscally
documented nd bedng in Hawal for
over a cenbery, beginming with o
el group of migrant contract
workers called Gannen Mono in
1868 (the first year, or Gannen, of
the Meip dynastic eral

Among the many positive legaces
the Japanese have brought to this
cultural mix has been their budo, or
traditional martial ways, ltis s
notable legacy, one that has influ-
enood penerations of Nikdi as wall
a8 countless thowsands of other poo-
ple ol different ethaic groups. Nlru
demnmuum
‘oen written of the histary of bude
tn Hawali, nithough this will hope-
fully serve as o jumping-off paint for

rescarch

zest, and eventunlly, jast beforo

Werld War II, bogmn to draw inter-

et from nan-Japasess: as well.
Suma became o popular sport,

nands. Ouhu, M and the Big
Isipnd, in particulnr, wer strong.
holds of toogh sumotorn
Hnnﬂouknwudm.lupm
population grew. Kendo dofo (prac: )
tice halls) and other Japaness mar-
tial aris raining sites were often
connected to.Japanese cultural and
religious centers, primarily
Buddhist temples and Shinto
shrines. One of the sarly spenscars of
kendo also included the e Takde
Oumure, who founded the Malkiki
Christinn Church. Okumura was &
ruther intoresting historical figare,
whio was invelved in marny different
mnﬂuu'a]uﬂpd:bn]m
ties. The earbiest prowar orgrnizs.
nm[whﬁth-llhuwddm
mined wan the Hawadl Foba Fai
Judofgjut=n was another art that
has & history in the Islands
Om 17, 1808, Naomuisn
Fanoahige, o bone-satter, farmally
established judo in Hawad by open-
ing one of the first jude dojoin
Honctulu. (2) In 1932, the Howsiinn
Association wos formud withs ten

Plantation in 1913, and at varioes
other sites.
Ymdwl.muih:.'ﬁnﬁm
lun[uduinllﬁ"ihm 15
incindad londo in the
of their martial arts

By
WAYNE MUROMOTO

Prowar karate developed some- jineberger otes that & numbeor of
what distanced from the other young kendo pracitionars wae
Jupanese martial arts. Karate is armang the famed 100th Batialion
essentindly an Okinawan martial and 442nd RCT, and no doubt there
art, and the Olanswin eommmanity  wese nlso quite & number of judo
wns set somivwhat spart from the students as well. (5)
Japansss commuanity dwe to cultur-
al differencs nnd projudice. It was  Postwar Budo in Hawald
taught & it was in Olanawa, in Kendo and sumo never fully
very small groups in informal situs.  recevered from the effects of the
tioms, ot prople’s homes and private war.ManhniﬂF-d:ﬂhy
rosidences. enthusnstic both mrts are

Clunsen Kingos, who came on the
firnt beathoad of 27 Okinewan
immigrants on the 55 City af Chinn
i 1900, may have boen the first
kamte practitioner in Hawait. He
Fove-an sccount of uxing what he
called knrate to defind himsell
aygmingt pn abusive luse (feld
supervisor) in the sugar cane ficlds,

hmﬂ'ﬂw‘ﬁlm
sevorn! of the most imporiant
Oheirwan karnte musters visbed
Howadi nnd tanght here. According
to Chrles C. Goodin, wha B
ressarching & book on Okinnwan
h'.l.rl.!.bm H.nn's_, sorne af the mas-

passied away in

1977) tradned with all of the shove -
vigiting instructors nnd his
wiudios at the age of 12, under a Mr,
Huniyoshi,




Fodaration.

tutelage of the retined Bishop
Matmaura
'Ihuuuumthm‘n;thm'_'; Eroup
alipnod with the ALl Japan
Federntion thal practioes at
mﬂ:‘l'npbe in Kakihi Valicy.

m.ln}'Nh rmvd]ﬁnumdm

training in Japan and Okinawn
after the war. The participation of
many non-Oldnewans and the

introduction of Japanese-style
karats took the art cutsde the oon-
fines of the Oldnawan communify,
In mddition, lkarate masters from
M.ﬂ.nﬂ.}mmw
Hnmﬁlniud:.a-hn;-m:h'euf

3 s L

.anu-ndu-ludmummm lecmal

Yuskiso Yamameoto, & judo pionesr,
wuﬂwﬁin'hwu'lﬁ:ﬂhud

mm-l.llj- Moz of the HKF inido
mesmbers praction scitel i (the
standardized inido forma) and the
old stybe called Muso Shinden-ryu
The group that the suthor belass
4o, the Seifuloan Do, is the only
HEF-affilinted club that practices

head into the new millennium, | can only
wonder and hope that this long and rich
legacy is continued long into the future.”

train by thesselves, without tour-
noment participation

AM:lunmtlﬂthr_:rm
Adkido i o relative newomer

B:rl'BﬁB lhu-ummu-nlhun-
drod sikids studants all'over the
Ialands. In 1961, the Hawad Aild
H.!l:hgﬂq;nm
M

Muoss Jildden Eishinryu jal.
Another, differently affilinted, Muso
Jikiden Exshin-ryu group practioes
on Mai, and there is o Tovamn-nn
il cub on Oaha
ﬁJMIwrjﬂmﬂ?‘ﬂ'
(Japanee plarve or halberd) group
in Honolulu, mnd there &4 o

There is & Haltko-ryu jujutes
group that is cosed to most oul-
widers, and a seattering of so-called
Jujuten nnd minjutm groups whose
lineage and origine are murky, at
et

Althaogh this overview may lead

oo to conclude Ihnlw-hﬂ-
are

mdhnp-uutﬂn-humdru
lwu eontinued bang into the

hwﬁdhlﬂul;rb!nﬁ
ars dissppear from Istands,

it i possible. Only & handfil of stu-
dents train in kyodo af present
Even though karateds, judo and
Mhﬂlhimm
ipating, the same age group has 2
wide renge of other cholom to pick
nnd choose firom when it comes W

sunmssfully passed on (ram one gen-
erution to the next, | am somewhat

“Judes Origina in I-ltwn'i.'
Furye the Bedo Journal #1,
Spring 1994,

(3} Muromote, p. A1, “Kyudo
in Hawaii,” The Hawpd: Herald,
Auxgust 20, 1899

1] Mummdo. p. 19, “Search-
g for Prewar Kamte in
Hawaii” Furyu the Bude
Journal #10, 1999,

{5} Lincherger. “The Artival of
Sumao and Hendo to the [slands
of Hawaii "

mwmmm

* i, mnd is 8 student of Wi sty taf
chi ch'uan and chanoyu (ioa cemmo-
). it ks the publisher of Funya,”
the Busky jouma maguning, and
frpticom

Mg
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By MIKE HOSHIKO
WOCIW .

ccording to the latest
figures, there are over
50 million active
. recreational and
feasional bowlers in the United
States. Although there are ns
statistics on the number of
Jopanese American bowlers,
the sport has been popular in
our community since before
World War I1
There were no bowling alleys
at any of the WWII reiocation
camps, but after the war many
JAs turned to it both for fun
and for competition. JA news-
papers often foatured lists of
bowling team scores and indi-
vidual standings in the leagoes
In the last few years, however,
bowling has decreased in popu-
larity among JAs a8 well as the
genernl public
Yet, there are stll folks like
Seichi Hayashida, who left
Minidoks camp after the war to
start farming but eventually
became a partner in a bowling
center with 24 alleys in ldaho.
Retired now, and 80 years old,
he still enjoys bowling like
many other senior citizens

¢ pogitive aspects of bowl-
irg are varied. It is the only
sport where the spectators are
alse the participants. It pro-
vides poople with an opportuni-
ty to relats to others of different
social and economit classes in
the community, 1t helps players
_keep physically fit with exereise
that i more fun than formal.
Bowling has a long history
poing hack to about 5,000 B.C.,
when the Egyptians carved
scenes in stone depicting a
recreational  activity using
round rocks and egg-shaped
pine. Later, the Germans and
the Dutch both prnlnti.ncd o reli-

T wooden objects called Aeide,
g which. were about two feet long

E- B,
1

i
H

The History oOf
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g
2
E‘.
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I

i

church, they used wooden
objects about two feet long
called e {or kegell which
they usually carried for protee-
tion ngainst robbers. These
were placed on a grassy area
and eventuslly nine of them
were arranged in the shape of a
diamaond.

S0 in time the kegle reploced
the heide, which representad
evil, and s religions activity
became a aport. Martin Luther,
in addition to his religiows writ-
ings, wrote the rules for the
gome of kegeling which he
named “nine ping.” It was said
that he never played the game
himsalf but constructed -a lane
for his family. e

Historians say that thi =
of “nine pins” wasa hmsgﬁ.mh:
America by Dutch settlers in
1623, The woard e stuck,
and even today a bowler is often
called & kegler. The Fremch
played n game like bowling
called “carreau,” while in
MNorthern Italy, ardund 1,000 to
1,600 years wla played
a & cornsi a r

i

2| B |

soned that if the skills of
archery were lost, hie soldiers
wouldn't be able to protect
England., King Henry. VIII
enjoyed the gamé but found
that too many people were
making money from it, so he
had & law passed prohibiting
pecple from making money.
Ome favorite story claima that
Sir Francis Drake in 1588 was
bowling when he got word that
the Spanish Armada was
approaching. He was said to
have responded that he had
time to score enough strikes to
finish the game and still strike

the . Thereupon, he
destroyed the “inwvincible®
Spaninh

Bowling became very popular

£
;

;
:
B3

B
:
%i
s
1k

B
5

Be
i
|
3
pE3

:
i

z
!
i

i
F
i
i

g
E
:
:
E.I.

]

.
i

Wi AS & nom-
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pin bowlern. established

playing rules, set egquipment
standards and specifications
and promoted international

tournashents amd recrestional
eviEnis.

t was not untl Jan. 14, 1892,

that Mra. Albertine Harde
organized the first women's
tourmament. In 1816, during
World War I, the Women's
Iniernational Bowling - Con-
gress (WIBC) was established
in St Louis, Mo, But women
found it difficult to find a
decent place to bowl as alleys
were mostly in taverns and pool
halls

It wak not untdll WWII, when
50 percent of the men were
gone and mAnY WOmMEeH Were
waorking in war plants, that
women became interested in
bowling. With this new erop of
participants, bowling alleys
were kept open 24 hours & day
g0 that women coming off the
night shift could play.

In addition, new technology
affectad bowling with automat-
ic scoring machines, automatic
pin-setting machines and ball
returns. Maple hardwood in
alieys, which produced grooves,
was replaced by synthetic
material that wie pressed and
i gutters
#o  they wouldn't develop
groovee. Special shoes and
clothing were introduced.
Bowling centers became clean
and attractive and offered
many amenities, such as baby-
sitting wervices, Children could
EVED icipate, using six-
|J-:m::ﬁﬂ]liﬂ

As soclety has changed in

rocent years, with more empha-
sin on individualism nnd with
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By HARRY K. HONDA

Sports 5 hardly & major
action today in JACL pro-
grams, bot a half century ago
it was, Old-timers can remet-
ber the JACL National
Bowling Tournaments — one
of JACL's major resources of

Seattls, Portland, Hood River,
San Francisco, Oakland,
Sacraments, San Joss,
Watsonville, Stockton, Fresno,
Los Angeles, Crrange County,
and other cities including
leagues in Hawmnii.

When the United Auto
Workers (UAW) organized &

workers directed their com-
plaint to the union, which
then instructed its fair prac
tices and anti-discrimination
committee to do whatever "it
took to make the American

* Bowling Congress live up to

its name.” This story
appeared in the Dec. 6, 1947,
BC

memberzship revenue
ﬂ.l.'l-d lﬁﬂﬂ C!'Lﬂ: Elp-
port during the years
when Masso Satow
was national JACL
director.

In fact, & national
JACL sports cpmmit-
tee was recomimend-
ed during the first
postwar national con-
vention in 1946 at
Derver. The minutes
read: “With an
increasing number of
[Nisei] taking part in
guch individual
events as bowling
and tennis, it might
be advisable for
JACL to take the
lead in sponsoring
regional and national
tournaments ...."

The first Japaness

Cur Anchar Mas

Netional JACL made
a survey of Nisel
leaguis across the
country through coop-
eration of the chapters,
for the 1948
Humphrey-Hicks com-
mittee meeting in New
York to appeal again to
the American Bowling
Congress. Mike
Masacka and Sam
Ishikawa represonted
JACL at this mesting;
both were named to a
subcommittes. Alss on
this committes was
Detrott boxer Joe
Louts, But high-profile
figureheads lacked any
power teoth for the
national ABC tourna-
ment that gpring in
Detroit that stopped

American national
bowling tournament
dates from 1947
when national JACL
eo-sponsored with
Salt Lake JACL the
12th annual
Intermountsin Nisei
Bowling Tournament,
{March 29-30) at
Temple Alleys in Sait Lake
City, A national atmosphers
prevailed as 200 bowlers came
from California, Washington,
Nebraaka and Illinois to com-
pete in what became the first
national Nisel “scrateh”
kegfeat (to use sports jargon
for a bowling tournament).
Incidentally, the Loa

Angeles JACL All Stars won
== the national team title with a
0 2826 total of three games by
five men. Bowman Chung was
! "anchor™ — the fifth member
in the lineup, who was count-
ed upon to score big. A total of
14 men's teamsa icipated.
(I couldnt find the number of
women's teams, but Denver
won the women's title with its
2267 score. Team anchor Rosa
# Higashi was also the all-
events champion.)

According to a 1947 Pacifie
‘Citizen column, there
were Misel bowling léagaes in
- New York City, Cleveland,

Dietroit, Chicago, Denver, Salt

& Lake City, Oﬂf Pocatells,
70 Orntario (Ore.), Spokane,

17 SO

INEE] ADPEOH uaz)

B 1 gRquIaaacy

Mational Committee for Fair
Play in Bowling in June 1947
to combat the American

Bowling Congress’s racial dis-

erimination palicy,
then Midwest JACL
Hegional Director
Tats Hushida,
attended on behalf
of national JACL.
Subsequently, Hito
Okada, then nation-
al JACL president,
was named to its
national steering
committes, oo
chaired by
Minneapolis Mayor
Hubert Humphrey
and woman golfer
Betty Hicka.

The UAW-CIO
had taken this step
after the ABC that
wyepr prevented Gim
Wong, a World War
11 veteran in Leyte,
from bowling in his
hometown, Beloit,
Wis., tournament.
Hin teammates/co-

spanning 26 years

the Hawaiian

A fitting tribute by F.C. canoonis! Pete Hironaka of Mas w0000 s
Satow appeaned Juna 16, 1972, In advanca of the nation- does,
ai JACL corrvention in Washington, D.C,, where the testi- _ "~ . :

il | o e s onding-Flo 20 Chinese American,
professional JACL connection
1972). He shepherded the National JACL Bowiing
Tourmnaments wntil they wene dropped in 1574,

prised of four Nissi and

from participating. One
(1945 member, Tad
Nagasaws, was o
442nd veteran who
took up the sport after
the war and was the
Honolulu ity champ with a
190 average.

Tha big blew with & defiant

Mieet impact flared in 1949
when thé Boeing Airplane Co
Bowling League was notified
by ABC that its all-Nisei
tenm, the *Clippers,” was inel-
igible to compete in ABC-
sanctioned tournaments. “The
Clippers were as good as any-
one in the league and on the
first night of play they led the
lesgue with a cumulative
seore of 2654," the Boeing
News reported Sept.' 16,

In Seattle's Japanese com-
munity preas, the Northivest
Times (Sept. 9) editor Budd
Fukel wrote that Herb
Furuts, Tom Namba, Floyd
Yamamoto, Masakaru “Mud”
Tepchikaws and Tak Shibuya
hadfarmed the Nisei Clippers
in the Boeing Co. Airplane
league — unaffiliated with
ABC. But the Boeing Majors
team was ABC-sanctioned.

There was a front-page
story 10 days later in the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer,
“Ban 0N Nox-CAUCASIANS
STIRs BOWLERS 1H SEATTLE
LExoUE,” with a picture of the
five Nisei bowlers under the
caption, "How come? The
story went on the wire and
guined national attention

The next day, Sept. 28,
nationally known sports edi-
tor Royal Brougham wrote in
his column “The Morning
After” that Tak and Tom
fought in Italy (442nd), Floyd
in the South Pacific (MIS),
and Mud and Herb had volun-
teered but were turned down
on the physical. “They can
fight for their country but
they can’t bow] in a friendly
game in the same building




um. Can minke i
wickly replied while hid-
ting gloe I foit for

days. Just high
J.C. Ponnoys, and 1

MBZLNE I ;

It was mildly disturbing because
we hadn't hnd ona practice por even
r game under cur belt. Buot, what
tho hock, we country hicks fhad
some talented athlotes. Haz and
Jimn Taniguchi, Yas Abe, Y. Kobars
o namae a firs,

Well, uy, hers it was. The
day of THE GAME. Nobody in the
family was even intenested

Eiji was o0 young to tag
along. Pop said it was CLH o droive
our family Plymouth to the game

[Th clarify, ns & l4-yoar-ald 1 was

The years have dimmed some of
the per{inml- dotails of that
Sunday. | think that the agreed-to
gume tme was sbout 11 em As
eome of s country hicks were
eneaking into the stadium, we saw
that the alickers were all there and
warming up. But what struck me
mare than an else was that
THEY WERE WEARING UNI-
FORMSI At idmntmmmﬂnm'
Yokoymmn told me t v had
goitén discarded uniforms from
someane ot Salinns Junicr College

1 quickly jeined our motley aggre
gation and one of the older
EBVE M my Bssignment o

ing o be oar center. Just hike the

1 and got the hell out of the way™

I ean't recall who woen the toss to
opin the contest. 1 do kmeow that
when tha townies fiet went on the
offenss, we were in for another big
surprise. Thay came cut in the new-
fangled “T" formation which worked
so  well for -coach Clark
Shaoghnessy and the Stanford
Indians! The aty alickers easily
marched dewn the feld inst our
bewildensd, bothered and ddhodd
dafense and guickly scored. Us
country hicks were in for a long day.

Crur offense was protey basie Yins
Aba, Wséaungim him the ball and
rough, tough Yas carried the load
for us country hicks, As | recall, he
did score o touchdown for us but

] Sunday marning.
e e b
ot L, 1L was

whien World War 11 started. d.u.y

with other Americans ... And
this is the enlightened year of
18487

R.B. kept stirring the issue
in his calumns, picking up his
prewar theme that US.-born
Nisei were American citizens
rather than Japanese “and
[that] it was un-American to
treat them otherwise.”
[Thanks to Joseph Svinth,
Edmonds, Wash., for that
statemont gleaned from the
EI Jan, 30, 1942.] i

Thaus, the suggestion that
JACL support a test case
agninst racial discriminstion
i bow! wns barn in 1949,
and the 1950 national JACL
bowling tournament {at San
Francisco’s Downtown Bowl)
became the vehicle by which
to pesault the “white only”
clause of the American

=il

women tenms in 1947.) This
tournament also marked the

Gish Endo (San Franciseo),
James Koruma (Chicagol, Dr.
Jun Kurumada (Salt Lake],
Harley Kusumoto (Los
Anpgeles}, Bill Matsumoto
{Sacramento), Dr. Tekashi
Mayedn (Mile-Hi), Eddie
Miteueda (Honolulu), Buzz
Noda (Selma), and Fred
Takagi {Seattle).

The National Negro Bowling
Association, dating from
August 1939, had sought in
vain to be affilisted with ABC.
The Scattle City Bowling
Association was already on
record in 1947 opposing the
white-only clause. In 1948,
the Honolulu Bowling
Associantion “disaffilinted™
from ABC because of its racist
quﬂi 1944 ing i

t the meahing
Atlantic City, ABC for the first
time considered the proposal
from Father Charles Carow, &
Roman Catholic priest from
Brooklyn who had been press-

bership to all men regardloss
of race or creed for the past
five years. It didn't pnas.

In 1948, ABC threatened n
Cleveland alley with sanctions

nllowed despite ARC oppaost-
ton, In Portland, Ore., the 12-
team Bonneville Power
Administration league with-
drew rather-than drop & ein-
gie Chinese American bowler,
Ho the pattern went, isolated
cases nonetheless, as ABC
eanctioned some 2,600 leagues
in Wisconsin alone with over
23 600 teams. Even in
January 1950, Wisconsin
Attorney General Thomas
Fairchild charged that ABC's
“practices constitute a public
nuisance.” (See Feb. 4, 1950,
PC.) '

Joseph Svinth® also notes
lllinois was the first state, in
Oetober 1948, to file suit
ggainst ABC on behalf of CIO
union afficials requesting
revocation of the ABC charter.
CI0 general counsel Arthur J.
Goldberg (of U.5. Supreme
Court fame and lnter a
CWRIC redress hearing com-
missioner) handled the case.
1t was heard March §, 1850,
before Chicago Superior Court
Judge Sharbare, who found
ABC guilty of racial discrimi-
nation but rather than revok-
ing ABC's charter only
imposed a $2,500 fine.

In February 1850, B'rith
Sholem with 8,000 members
nsked Pennsylvania Gov. Duff

' to investignte ABC's racial

policies and revoke the orga-
pization's state charter if
fouhd guilty of racial discrimi-
nation. New York, Californin,
Ohib and Minnesota were also

on the same platform.

The color bar was dropped
by ABC at its annual meeting
in May 1950 at Columbus,
Ohio, effective August 1950. It
was Boeing League president
Jack Bunsey who moved to
seratch the “whites only”
clause from the constitution,
seconded by a New York bowl-
ing association official.
Furthermore, ABC leadership
was being warned by its coun-
sol that it 'was becoming
inereasingly difficult to find
sites for future ABC tourna-
ments, Within 27 minutes,
chairmnn Bernard Leuthy of
Mew Jersey announced the
mation carried. While the vote
of the 518 delegates was not
announced, before the 1951-52
bowling season was well
underway the matter was cor-
rected to the satisfaction of all
concerned. The WIBC soon
followed to end its white-onky
momborship clause.

The fifth National JACL
Bowling Tournnment at Vogue
Bowl, Los Angeles, was the
first meeting with ABC's
moral sanction, which
required that every partic-
pant be a JACL member, B

* Our gratitude to Joseph

Svinth for sharing his
“Champion of All the
Royal Brougham, the
Clippers, and the End
Color Bar in American
Bouding," (1393).
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For the Love of the

Game = Japanese
Canadian Baseball

By Pat Adachi

Baseball in Britidh Columbia

With the Frarier River Gold
Rush of 1858-1865, American
prospectors and miners intro-

* duced the game of baseball to

Britinh Columbia. During lulls
in panning for gold, they trught
the game to the locals. The first
Canadion ballgame recorded
was played in New
Wastminster, B.C., on May 24,
1662, when the community cole-
hirnted the Guesn's birthday,
Crews from naval ships promot-
ed the game along the coast,
north and south of thi border
Then with the coming of the
Canadian Peeific Reilway

The former aniversity sio-
dents had ployed baseball in
Jupan. Seon they were having
pick-up gumes with the local
Nisei. The Powell Street mor-
chants took o great interest in
the game and in 1910 organized
the Nippon Baseball Club
However in Vidtoria, B.C., a
team called Nippon had also
been formed, so the two oppos-
ing Nippans met at Powell
Streot grounds to have their
first contest. It was an event
that was enthusinstically wel-
comed and supported by the
commumity.

The Asnhi
Baseball Organization

botween 1881-1887, basehall
was pleyed with great zeal
among the communities along
the raalway route. In 1888,
HKamloops held the Provincial
Baseball Championship in con-
junction with the CPR workers
picnic. Today, we still carry on
the tradition of playing baseball
at our commumity picnics.

Baseball and the Japaness
Chanadian Community

The firet Japanese irmrmi-
prints to arrive in Canada
about 1874 were mainly educa-
tors, university stedents and
professional people. These early
pionsers moved into Vancouver,
to an ares later known as

In 1914, Matsgjiro Miyasaki,
owner of a clothing and fosd
store, became the manager and
gponsor of the first bassball
toam under the name of Asghi
Other followed his
example and collectively they
farmed the Asahi Baseball
Organization. Its purpose went
beyond the teaching of baseball
fundamentals tg instifling
yvoungsters with discipline and
the meaning of integrity and
sportsmanship.

Boys were recruited as yeung
ns nine yoears ald, their groatest

been looked upon favorably, as
industrious and quick to learn a
trade. But lumped together
with "the Oriental ‘problem con-
cerning the Chiness,” all Asinns
became a plague. The British
Columbin legslature restricted
the Japanese from achieving
the franchise, and Japaneso
were banned from employment
in public works. Their skills in
bast-building, farming and in
developing the fishing and lum.
bor industries only further
antagonized what was mainly
the Britiah community.

But then appearsd an unex-
pocted glimmer of hope into the
situstion. Under the manage-
mant of the most respoctod
Asahi manager, Harry
Mivazaks, was a young 15-venr-
old named Roy Yamamura. Hoy
wan to develop into an out-
Mndang lhurulnp. 'Fhuug]:

-diminutive in size at barely five

feet, his dazeling execution of
smari plays and speed on the
bases drew the attention of the
city’s top-flight division, and
Roy became the Gret Nisei
prominent in the Vancouver
basehall arouit

At first the Caucasinny came
out of curiosity and then with
open admiration. Roy and the
Asghin bocnme the drawing
card ot every stadium and
always drew an overflowing
crowd, The actions of these
ballplayers, on and off the dia-
mond, combated the racial intol-
erance and won them friends
everywhere. These positive
encounters ennbled the
Japancse Canadian commumnity
to hold their heads high and to
meet the Caucasian world on
equal footing.

Beyond the Playing Field
In 1921, the Asahis toured .
Japan and played the Japaness
university teams. Foor

Cauvcasian players joined the
sion provided the B.C. govarn-
ment with an opportunity to
send a film on Cansdian indus-
trial development as a gesture
of friendship to the Japanese
Eovernment.

The goal of the tour was not
to prove which country pos-
sessed the superior beam. It was
o chance to inte each oth-
ory’ akills




Jimmis Fox and Leu Gehriy, all
in A row,

This fent was to prompt All-
Stars manager Lefty 0'Doual
to mdvise Shimbun publish.
er Matsutaro Shorikite |
form a Japaneso profession-
al tonm, the team thit
would become the Tokyo
Giants. In 1935, the Giaots
cume to Cannda to p'lugmr
agninst the Asahis in -
Jones Park. It was a memo-
rable day for the Asahis,
many of them still in their
teens and facing the
HRussinn-born ace Giant
pitcher Victor Starffin at an
cverwhelming 6'47
pounds

Mass Evacuation

But in 1942, the glorious
days of the Azahis and the
Jopanese community came
to a devastating end. This
wis the Inst time the Asahf
played together as o team.
Hegardless of whether they
were Japaness Nationals,
Canndian-born, or Warld War 1
voterans, all people of Japaness
descent were labeled enemy
alicns. The result was a forced
mass evacustion, with families
torn apart, men placed in road
camps, people situnted in
ramgte ghost towns and aboan-
doned mining towns, and some
incarcerated into internment

=

Rose Mohara
Hugh Burlcion
Pion. Mk awa
Hache] lwmmoio
Jamses Nohara

James Arima

and 230 r“' '

LAKE WASHINGTON CHAPTER

Virthiko Tokits Teuj
Fotn Maliamoto

Crrolumne Yemamoio

Baiieviar, WakiemsaTon

campa.

Jn, the camps thers were no
nchools or formal uetivities for
some time. So the former’

organized clearing
of the land and the formation of
basoball diamonds, and scon
the crack of & bat was drawing
Basebal

tonms were organized and soon
the local Caucaman people,
some of whom had never secn &
Jnpaness face, lost their suspi-
cions and came to join im

The local merchants provided
the tmph.iu and even the B.C.
commissioner and Mounties
became stalwart supporters of
thess Japanese Canndians.

(mee more the game of basekall
gave the people something to
cheor about, and a way to forget
the ancisty and turmpd in their
lives, even for a little while.

The Move Eastward

As the war came to an end,
the B.C, government had to dis-
parse the
Japaness .
Canadinn pea-
ple. The polit-
1cal atmos-
phere in
Vanoouver
was such that
Japaness
Canndinns
Were restrict-
od from
returning Lo
their homes
on the coast
Their anly
choics was
mepatnation
to Japan or
| moving enst-
.&T: wird. At first

it was the sin-
| gle men and
then families
that settled in
= | Alborta,
Ontario and
Guebes, Doce mare in order to
create n pastime, the former
Asahi players began coaching
and forming baseball teams for
the youngsters.

In Toronto, ane of the first
local merchants to take an
interest in the teams was Ed
Mirvish, the fnmous entrepre
naur, who sponsored Honest

\,I ;
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Ed's Nissi in 1856. Among the
teammates were six local
Caneasian boys, Thess ncts of
inclusion did much to dispel the
sense of isalation hﬂﬂﬁﬂ by .
the Nisei in their new environ-
ment.

In Montreal as well, bassball
once more became the focus of *
the Japanese Canadian commu-
nity. One remarkable Asabi
player earned invitations to
play semi-pro for several teams
in Queber, and an offer to join
the pro baseball team, the
Montreal Royals.

Roy Yamamura continuwed. his
interest in developing vousnp-
sters in Hamilton and Teronto
In 1979, the Thronto Star news-
FAPEr Was to hosior him as "Mr.
Umpire” for his 24 years of ded-
icated service as umpire at the
Annual Toronto Star Peowes
Tournament

S0 many actions throughout
our history show how much the
Asnhis meant to the Japanese
Canadian community. This
makes it most evideni: At the
time of the mass exodus from -
their homes, some had anly 24-
hours' notice to evacuate with
only the luggage they could
carry. Among their meager trea-
nured bolongings wore Asahi
photos, memaorabilia, and even
two Asahi uniforms. These acts
speak volumes about the love of
the game and the place of the
Asahis in creating lasting com-
munity thes

Pat Adochi  of Toroam,
Canada, is the author of “Asaki:

A Legend in Baseball ®
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By ERISTINE SAEKAMOTO

*It's not whether you win or lose
but how you play the game” —
This quote often ran through my
mind during my pep talks in the
middle of our tesm's most dizmal
volleyball ssanon i

Although we played to the bast
of our ahility, we discovered too
late that we were hopelesaly out of
our loague. All of the teams out-
classed us. All of them.

While | had warned my tedim-
mates on how diffiealt the season
might be, we never droamt that it
would result in nn absolutely win.
lnss pemson

"Were we that lame™ you may
be thinking, We had held our own
in the previous season albeit with
a slightly different lineup and (at
what I thought initinlly) a stightly
lower akill Jovel. But I fgured as
long as people had a good time
that was all that mattered. Who
roally cared sbout winning o t-
shirt ot the end of the season and
potting the bragging nghts that
went with it? — Well, spparently
e lot of peaple did.

As team captain (not due to
experience but bocause 1 could
frant the money and wan willing
to complete the application), I
sghared my philsophy that this
team would be purely for fun with
o low level of compatitive fierce.

Wo were a motley crew at dif-
ferent akill levels. Some had no
league playing expertonce; anoth-
er couple had besn playing long
before me. | was playving in my
third year of recreational velley-
"ball, and while not the best, by
noy means, hod progressed st a

decent rate.

What we all shared m li E:
far ing the game. it
mtp:mwhuyn-i was that most of
the toams we had beon equel with
in the prior season did not sign up
to play the following season, sud-
denly throwing us little guppies
into & pool of sharks.

If losing gracicosly ts an art,
then we bocame masier artista
But ns frustrating as losing was,
wa never forfeited 8 game, nover
surrendersd without a fight

While the other teams probably
enjoyed the easy scone we were, &
couple of them seomed to take the
game & bit too sericusly and
seemed bent on trving to humili-
ate us. One of my teammates, n
beginning player who stood under
five fioet with twig arms but had a
lot of spunk, got beaned hard in
the face early in the scason by an
overzealous player, That pretty
much senred her off from any balls
slammed ower. Actunlly, that
scared the rest of us women o,

Sure, we knew wo were out-
gunned after a fow gomes ioto the
season, but you'd think pecplo
wonld st least lighten up to have s
better rally rather than none at
all. There wers some teams that
understood this and eased up an
us 8o & gome could be played.

Playing against such . tough
competition tnught me that
sportsmanship is learned. One
doesn't necessarily soquire good
sportsmanahip by mere age alone
Volleyball {8 only & game, no mat-
ter what anyone thinks or acts on
the court. Lest you think I'm bit-
ter, I'm not ... )

Well, maybe o littls towards the
gym director who knew what he
knew about our team and sbout
those few players who were just

laughter mnd high fives while
playing. Rather than celebrate
winning gumes, wo celobrated
each hard-eamned point.

It became our running team
joke nnd godl that we nesded to
score ot least ane paint to evoid
being shut out after esch match.
And oh, how we whooped it up
each time we did got that point to
the amusement of our opponents!
Even now, earning that first paint
still holds as moch mesning to me
a5 the last.

Growing op, | had no desire to
participato in team sports, but
now that I'm older, I realize that
enjoy the teamwork stmosphore
where you epcourage each other
ta ploy & better pame.

That season, I felt badly for the
newecomers that were initisted
through a trial by Gre. After the
end of the soason, wo n#ever
roturned to that gym. Yet our
desire to play was not quenched so
wo procended to sign up for anoth-
or soason Bt another gym
(although o little ferther awny)

A
\\\

Weeks

At that time, we had yet another
team avolution but still managed
to have o good time, once again
eompeting on n playing field that
was equal to our skill and stti-
tude. .

Don't get me wrong, | think
competition ia healthy. 1 can be o
vary competitive person when |
have n fighting chance. But oor
losing season showed me that its
impartant to know what you can
do, and to play mot just to win but
to play for the fun of playing

And while 1 atill prefer winning
to losing, 1 koow that whichever
side I'm on | can do so with grace
84 while that quote ot the begin-
ning of thia piece may sound trite,
it still holds troe for me.-Believe
me, | can attest to it firsthand. B

Kristine Sokamoio in a Yonsei

who ir currently on hiofus from
Jeague volleyball but still erjoys

ploying with friends
i .//

[/
2%
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A Japanese American Life Without Sporis

By JODY SAEKAMOTO

A Japanese American

ones that had basketball
practice or were on 6 Sansei
softball league. Come to
think of it, sports wasn't a
big part of my life. But it did
affect because

patient at the hand therapy me my
= office 1 work at P . i friends would-
4 higipoad to kuow Sports isn't  nt be able to
2 my dentist, who 15 g0 out because
o 11;0 a -laIpu.nm jl.ts-t about P'EF— h'r-'!\ay had prac-
= American. | as i oo or tourna-
& thi Nikkei INg a game. In ments. In that
E I;mt hmi: I:;; 5 ::fnu, I felt
E the Nikkei the JA commu- excluded.
& dentist, and . .y w t wasn
% told me they met Nity, it is a bond until college
: semal that binds peo- what  an
& =8 il prenks
é : PI'E tﬂgt‘!lhﬂl’.” :us _nin lu.f.:
™

each other, either because
they played with or against

this experience — the temm:
camaraderie and parenotal

|
g
T

i
it
it
£55s
H

i
: %g.
i
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i

fact, the entire community
together. But [ have been &
part of the JA community in
other ways, so 1'think this JA
child did okay for not partici-
pntinﬁ in the sports subcul-
ture, don't you think? B

Jndjr Sakamofo is a Yonsei
from Gardeno who enjoys

watching team sporis.
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GREETINGS AND WARM
GOOD WISHES FROM

Pasadena JACI.
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The

I moved to Tolyo from Los
Angeles in t 1996, In LA,
I had practiced jude and worked
cut regularly ifa gym. |
%ﬂ.ﬂnnﬂ to stay in shape in

kyo as well

I did some research and dis- -
covered that there were two pri-
vate gyma within walking dis-
tance of my apartment, and that
there was ane public gym run
by the city government a short
bus trip away. The puh‘l:v:ﬁqn

reasonably pri — the

W
charged some V300 per visit.

fare of ¥200 each way, I rdll
that [ would likely spend
equivalent of 350 per g
were | to visit thel gyfs

prices sl me. But given no
viable altemative besides gei-
ting out of shape, [ joined the
cheaper of the two private

clothes and h mg,\?ﬂcm
bership card to the vo
woman st the desk. She dud
me & locker key and asked o
aracad. T sucbevory il

; very Little
Engligh, and [ spoke very little
Japanese, so we communicated
maostly by pantomime,

The man led me through a
doorway, past the snack bar,
townrd a shoe rack. He gestured
ot my sneakers, and then at the
rack. I nodded and removed my
aneakors, ing them on the
rack. Feet now only in
white athletic socks, I took a”
step forwnrd, beyond the rack.

o,” said the attendant,
uigaum of the few English
words he lnew, “Indoor shoes.”

Fortunately, ] was propared.

steps and he stopped at & door
adorned with the Japaness sym-
bal for man. The attendant
cpened the door for me, and |
entered without noticing the
sho rack just inside. [ headed
for the lockers, key in hand,

“MNe,” said the attendant. |
stopped. He was pointing ot the
shos rack. “No ghoes,” he suid

I nodded and removed my
workout eneakers, placing them
in the rock. The sttendant herd-
ed me toward the lockers. T
placed my gym in the locker
maiching my numbered key,
gnd [ tried out one of my few

= frefy the attendant
Pl & sigh of relief —
parfinlly because I'd really had
to go, and partinlly becanss the
attendant was not standing
beside me, telling me how to

e
I frund him waiting outside
the bathroom door. With & ges-

ture, he reminded me to loave
Good thing,  had Degntias
ng. | ha tlen
about them, and was about to
step back into the locker room
wenring bathroom san-
. I removed the sandals, an

wearing only socks on my feet, 1
uﬁm bathroom,

The attendant gestured
toward the shoe rack. I laced up
my workout sneakers. H:é'ust
sllggod his on. Then he led mo
back out into the hallway.

We descended a flight of stairs
and reached the workout room,

After a great deal of effort, I learned that
Takahashi-san had told them that it would be
abung [dangerous) if I were to throw them, since
Americans threw too hard. I did not throw any-
one on the first night we practiced. But by

halfway through our second meeting, | convinced

my companions that I was not dangerous, and

snlesperson h&:!u,“ﬂ;' Ehul‘.duﬂlnn’ﬂiphuﬂ

wis supposed to bring a dean Mmmmuﬁp&

]ﬂil‘ﬂmtuhlm& WIMWWM
indocrs while out.

pulled out the dean pairof blood pressurs machine. | sat

" The stiendant i s o urm. He prossed e the siart b
Tha atiendant lad me ton, and the bund tightened.

L L]

pressure on the chart. | noticed
that there was a space for my
blood pressure for each visit, 1
puessed that [ would be cxpect-
ed to take my blood pressure
ench time | went (o work out.

The attendant gestured to the
ecale. | stepped onts it. “No, no,”
he growled.

I stepped down, and he paint-

ed to my ghoes. | sighed, and
remmrvgﬂmn

aguin, The man

wrote down my

weight on the

chart, and ges-

tured to my shoes.
I put them on

dant showed me
the eardiovascular
machines, | seloct-
ed B stationary
bieyele. | warmed
up for a few min-
utes, until | just
began to break o
sweat. Time to
stretch out., T
noticed some mata
nearty, and
i onto them.
o, no, nol”

hissed the atten-
e
tion, I jum; ol
the mats, and he
peinted to'm
shoas. I nodded,
embarrassed, and
removed them,

I stretched out |
for & while, and
then leoked around

By Lee Ryai_l Miller

neighborhood.

I tried calli
1y communica
phone. So | decided to head
down there in person. This is
not a8 easy as it sounds.
Addresses

in Tokye are not like

pddresses in the United States
For example, my nddress was 3-

18-2 Y , Taito-ku. This
meant that | lived in building 2
of block 19 of region 3-of the

Yanokna neighbarhood of the bor-

the room. There
were just & half-dozen other
people working out. All were
wearing snedkers. [ put mine
back on and started lift
weights,

At one paint [ laid myself
down on a bench. The attendant
came and spotted me as 1 did
some bench presses. 1 noticed
that there were thres atten-
dants in the room, and only six

ing out.

guess that's why the gym is

:Eaiva,‘ I thought to
T'had finished my

workout, the attendant askod
for ey chart. T handed it to him
and headed for the locker room.
This time [ did not forget to
remove my sneakers before
entering,

?:Hdu?n rd ol

ow that 1'd joined :

nﬂtod&dmﬁdmm
i jo. T had'baen

1 lived. The Kodéknn gave me
the nddress and phone number -
cof Shitokukar, B

“augh of Taito,

Block 19 is not necessarily next
2

wel;!mwwﬂnl I
o it i virtually
i.mx:liblnwﬁnéanldﬂrmtn
without detailed direc-
tions, When you have sn
appointment, the ¥ou
are moeting either fiuxes
you & map or meets you ot the
train station and leads you




askethall is my fvorie
eport, Being o UCLA
gradunte, [ follow the
Bruins whenever | can
and have been an avid Los
Angelea Lakers fan ever sines |
was pble to drbble & baskethall
Like many other Los Angeles area
Sanesi in their 308 and 408 1
lesrned the game playing in the
Cammunity Youth Council (CYC)
basketball leagues. 1 played for
the Evergreen Knights

I wish that I could say that we
were & good team whon wo first
staried cut and that 1 was the star
player. Truthfully, we were all
ewful. Whon oor team first.began
plaving in the third grade, we
were by fnr the worst team in the
league. We didn't win one game in
the entire season. | remember
being creamed in our firmt acason
42-0 by the Montebello Jots. [ alsa
remember having to face my very
disappainted father and dreading
the long ride home. "Why didn
you move around more™ he lee-
tured to me. “All of you were just
standing around!™ Now, dont get
me wrong, my dad was and is o
great guy. His anly problem was
that he was an ex-football jock in
high ‘schoal and lntu:wd Nisei
galfer who expocted his youngest
son to be a little mare ethletic. Or
e expocted his san to at least try
to bo n little more athletic

As the years passed, [ grew to
enjoy playing baskethall even
though I was just an average
player. Some of the other players
on the team became great players
By the time weo had reached the
sixth grade, we towered over allof
the other teams and crushed them
with our motion offense and our
John  Wooden/UCLA  prees
defense. For the next thres sea-
sons, we dominated the league
and we were actually gogd encugh

to boat teams in the older divi-

nona,
Mow, before | bogin to sound too
much like n pathetic old guy reliv-

the days of childhoad
ﬁkmm: to stress that T

» wna just a bench player on those

teams, By the time I had entered
into the games in the middle of
the first quarter, we were ahead
by so many points that the game
was banically over. Our job in the
socond unii was to not moss
thingn up too badly while the
starters took their mandatory roat

(34

SAVEID MEE

It wasnt easy being a bench
player. I wons o socond string
power forward who really wanted
to be the starting sheoting guard
Instend of working on my
rebounding and defensive skills, 1
practiced my 20-foot jump shot —
misch to the disgest of my coach

And to make mattors worse, my
best friend Michas! was ane of the
all-stars on the team. Nol only
was he n better player than me, he
wais also taller, smarter, betier
looking and more popular with
the guys and the girds. You can
imapgine what having » friend like
that did toa kdd's ago.

| actually had a lot of JA friends
like Michael when 1 wes growing
up. All of them — and | mean all
af them — wers smarter than me
Crut of all of my friends, 1 beliove
that | was the only ene who was
ever happy to get o “B" on his
repart card. If you're beffinning to
think that 1 hated my childheod,
you're probably right.

Things didn't really begin to
change for me until | became
involved in the redress movement
and then entered graduste school
nt UCLA when 1 was 26 yesrs old.
At the tme, T still didn't know
what | wanted to do with my life
and wasn't certain that 1 belenged
in graduste school. [ loved the
classes and the lenrmning environ-
ment, but I also had a very diffi-
cult time sdjusting te life at
UCLA

Feeling overwhelmed, my
friend Karen eounseled on how to
survive graduate school. Her firm
piece of advise was on self-preser-
wation and time management. “Do
you remember that sceme in
Raidors of the Lost Ark when that
giant boulder is tumbling down on
Indinnn Jones?™ she asked me.
“Well, just imagine that instead of
being a big boulder, its really a
cluster of rocks and your job is to
swat them away, one-by-one.
History paper to write? Swal

Hedress to attond? Swa
Mum Nakanishi's
tenure case? Swat! .. Going to
work? ... Socology paper due?
Hwatl Swat! Swat!

Her second plece of advics w
to take time out for mysell 1 told
her that [ enjeyed playing baaket-

=

Pacific Citizen Mollday: lesue,

“ball nod her eyes it up. "My bus-
she

band Brian loves baskethalll™
told me. “Why don'l you play with

him™ :
I dresded the thought. My
Seo INDIANA/page 35
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SEASONS GREETINGS

| TeeD0 Dncins’ Basd

TEUCL KLIRAKLES

Kinamun Nursory
PREMILG QUALITY HLOWERS
CROWER < SHIFPLR

Ted: EBINE 4225854

Satersa, Califonsy 31508 FAX (BY1) 423 D25t

Jay Fukushims, MBET, CPA
Taxation Specialisi

1010 Cresps Way @ Saligas, CA 93501
(R3]} TSR-BOTY @ FAX: (EX1) T58-6TTH
Email: |Fukuhims @ aoloom

-Smw?ﬁ'. 5

&=

Season’s Gireatings
Lamar Bros. Tire Service, Inc.
Herman Champlin
330 Griffin 5L

Salinas, CA 83901-4304
(831) 757-5273

Season's Greetings
T. Bob Uemurma

Attorney Al Law

GREENHOUSE, INC.

. . -
Season s .:‘}uuﬁny.r

SAKATA

SARALA SEEE AFEROE 4 e

Head Offios: 16805 Sevonae Or
Mongan Hll, CA 85037

Repsarch 105 Boronds Rd., Saknas, CA 53307
| Siebon: (831) T58-0505
QUINN COMPANY
1300 ABBOT STREET
SALINAS, CA 93901
(E31) TSE-B4ET CATERPILLAR

BALES SEAVICE & PARTS

& 7

BAM UEMURA s N ( m; ! o
17 Winham Street (B3 4245330 umrqu;-.- ‘_—mm_ \‘t:%‘ﬁ" . f H.JI y
Salines, Califorsis 2391 Fax: (§31) 424-8028 PO hl:.-lﬂ‘lh-ﬂ'l'l A oy 1 | Ton Q: CMM \'{:‘b :k# ;
e, tgi; Ay AN
o v ey
Cleadoned r_§7’sw-"?/f_fﬁrf Pleace and [Prosperity Petoseed Co, Inc.

SUMMIT SEEDS

268 Commission Street

CHANFOND FERTILIZER

EETOSEND Galinas CA DI901-4405 « USA

5o cacerines =3

] m'l: raquTaIa ‘anss] ARpo TR AR

F.0. Box 5158 435 Crmnlord Place
Salinas, CA 53915 G 53907
[,ggn:?ng.ggﬁ S:IIE:: T!:?:HQ‘ THE HYBRID VEGETABLE SEED COMPANY
2 Pacce thes Lordhs Hodiday ?-Stn' Ihishes
6 - E STRUVE & LAPORTE OB WLS
¥ FUNERAL HOME Dodge Chrysler Plymouth
Licinss 1322
’hrf::w m 718 Abbott Street, Salinas
L ot O o R Crisbrating 35 Years of Service After the Sale
i Wik ¥ N . 1.‘:“;?}@:‘::44:-:' " m"ﬁhw
Salmay, CA 93901 (B3} 4240200 424-227T1
SEASON'S GREETINGS W
KENJI B, SAISHO, M.D. HOLIDAY GREETINGS
Family Practice From -
Sports Medicine SALINAS EQUIPMENT DIST. INC
Health Care for Adults & Children 25445 Chuslar River Rl Pi0. Box 99 GRE EN E'n'Es
Chualar, CA 93925 Chualar, CA 93925. =
Siance Circle (831) T51-TOT0 ;
a-,n-.m Fax (B31) T51-T050 Shari, Kenneth, and Gary Higashi

Equipment Sales

Office: [831) 678-2000
Fas: (E37) 6TE-2014

Easton « « iy fresher it woald sl be growing.

-
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Frick Kpwichu
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Season's Gueetings
Salinas Valley Pipe Co.

Agriculturml & Indusirial

Pipeline Products
Fipz & Fillinggs-FyC-Sicel
Corrugated Culvert & [halnage
Froducts

35 Spring Street Salinas, CA 93901 il
(8:31) 424-B024

FRINGLE TRACTOR CO.
“YouR JOHUN DEERE DEALER"

SALIMAY
LEIE LG
JIM FANSOHS

‘ Joy & Happiness lo All

MCH MATHBAUN

| Ja-Ann Kusumots

The Baby Branch |

infant = Childrens # Specialty Gifis

244 Park How
Salinas, CA 33501
Talephone: (831} 767-2097

Salinas Valley = Hollister [ Gllioyg
Pajare Valley

CENTANL CONS( GREERHOUSES, oc GED

O RCINAL PR |

SALIEAS, CAL MO R B AR AMILRET SR T SALIMAS 4 ALITCHINIA S 390

[B31) 422-6473

gy Walidag
California Flower Cooperative
Safety Association

“The hture of Workies' Compermmiion lor youf co-gp

HOLIDAY BEST WISHES

Salinas Valley
Wax Paper Co., Inc.
Ted Rinker Insurance Agency

Sabnas, CA » Toll Frse (BO0) B91-0822
Ercaoried by T Cablomis Figws: Coopacase, Ind

1111 Abbott 51., P.O, Box 68
Salinas, CA 93902

[MomrorTAH
fapanese [lestaurant |
el =!
r.;.,ul;" el Balines, CABIR0Y o< e
g #531) &24-7583 L o
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Gonzales Rx Pharmacy
338-4 Ats AL
GOREALES CA 93926
(B3 6753647

JIMMY & JANE E1TOKD

Seasoits Greetings

SALINAS

STEEL _ ZNHEW

BUILDERS, INC. SEED
e ———— —O

1161 Terven Ave
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 424-1647

. Jefpp Goldman
Stephan Goldman

GEORGE HANSEN

PO, Box 294
21855 Rogrhan Way
Salings, Cail. 93802

Bus.: (831) 758-5803
Res. (B31) 679-D605
Miobila: (B831) 602-3072

[
! Scason's Greetings
|
|

ASSOCIATED
TAGLINE, INC.

Liguid & Dry Fertihzers
Greenhowse Supplies
Tag Line Nursery Producis
Crver 58 Yeams of Serace

(B3 ) 4225452 (E31) 722-5181

Memorialize a Loved One

on the Tree of Life
and ploce the ashes In
the SCATTER GAED_EN

Garden of Memories Memorial Park

Josephine Guillen, Manager Phone (831) 422-6417

;m®m

| Seadon's Greelings
Truffles ‘v Trifles

| Fine European Truffles
Jo-Ann Kusamalo, Proprsstor

946 Park Row, Sabnas, CA 93801
{831) TH7-2087

# Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue, December, 19949
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Yamashita Flower Farm, Inc.

—Specializing in Mum— Jim and Disns Sakasegawa
Owners H'IJ' "}I i -
[} fnd asm e ————
2346 Allsst i, Salines, GA 33006 547 Brunkon Ave  +  Saknas, CA 53901 108 WO TL ¢ SAIBOAL, CAL, TN
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A
THE TASHIRO FAMILY Salins, CA 9290
20200 Spence Road, Sadinas CA 83008
CALL BILL DICKENS

TR} 422 S000 FRIEY ATT A0
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Hancho Fireer Eichange Wast Comt Fiower Eachange

!
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Muomie | EE
Incorporated ‘ Happy Holidays

\ Wishing everyone
| Design _ A :}mﬁp':h:ousﬁ‘and_ healthy
\ 5> Enginsaring | Ty heay

! Higashi Farms
&I&FM&E& George, Janice, Gary, Kennedh, and Shar

(B31) 633-3371 | i
Caswoste CA-esmsaseszzce | TR o0 | TRAR RS

I
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_Q AMERICAN TAKIL, INC.

VEGETABLE SEEDS AND FLOWER SEEDS

AUTOMOTIVE

301 Matividad Rd. Phone: (831) 443-4901
Salinas, CA 93906 FA: (831) 443-3976
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Robert K Fujii, D.D.5,
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KENNETH Y. NATSUHARA, D.D.S.
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& Charbroiled Teriyaki Bowls €
-

ATsSU Restaurant

157 East Market Street
Linckton; T 95201
(209} 9485260
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Sam Lung Laundry
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(Continued from page 85)
friend Earen reminded me of =
Nisai mother who wanted me to
be nico to her only son. And, of
course, | elrendy knew hor hus-
band nnd wasn't t sure if I really
liked him all that much. We had
mot on 6 couple of cocanions since
wa ware both affiliated with the
UCLA Asiar American Studies
Center. [ thought that he was

arrogant. And for thd most
part, 1 was right. He probably
thought that | was a sall right-
oous community activist. And ifhe
did, he waa probably right. He
was also emerter, better locking,
and meore popular with the
women. But bey, at lenst 1 was
taller. I gave him a call

Wae began shooting hoops a fow
weeks later. | practiced for a few
days before shooting around with
Brian to try to get my playing
rhythm back. Of cqurse, 1 never
told him this. We sxchanged the
obligatory stories on how long it
had been sinee we last touched o
basketball and then want to work
on esch other. Since | was bigger
and slower Brinn was, he
kapt torchiog me from the cutside
and wsed his quickness to drive to
the basket

“So how leng has it been since
you played? [ asked. “0h, its
been & long Hmel” he reassured
me. "Linr!" | thought to mynelf}
Ho must have been out on the
court every doy since I asked him
i;hut:l?nmhm!p!uy. When 1 got
the bac puppﬂl a jump
shot from the top of the key
Clank! (fF the rim. [ got the long
rebound and put up another jump
shot. Clank! Off the ni i
Brian then proceeded to take me
to schoal for the rest of the game
with his array of set shota, drives,
and jump-hools.

Man, | hated him and the mind
games that he was playing. . He
was pulling that modestyfenryo
crop on me. [ began to tense up
since ho was even being more “JA®
than | was. [ had vidons of that

o
BEF
i

at. He wesn

Evergrean Knights ml-m:halll team, c. 1

O, Gourtesy oF (300 PORIYAMTY
. Al-stars in tha back mow:

bench players in the front row, Author holds tiam ball sfier scoring

wann't working, so I had w use my
height and my muscle o score
from the insdde

W went at it again. He torched
mi¢ from the cutside agwin, bot
couldn't score close to the basket
Every time he drove to the heop, [
eithor foreed him to take a bad
shot or he ended up on the con-
erete floor. It wasn't fair, bat 1 alsa
figured that it wasn't fair thet he
had a better outside shof than me
I took game two. “Good game!™ ]
said to Brian. "Yeah, good game,”
he replied back to me. He compli-
mented me on my inside gume
“Yeah, but I sure wish that [ could
shoot like you,” I told him Now
wWe Were even

I don't recall who won the rest
of the games thot ope Sundny
afternoon. The only thing that |
do remember i that our skills
soemed to cancel each other out. |
eouldnt defend his outside shot
and he eouldn't handle me from
the inside. We both went home

found mysell kissing the concrete
floor after n hard foul

Very scon, others staried to jon
our games We had a core of six
guys to play 3-on-3 basketball und
that grew to eight, and then to 10
unttl we reached & ptu.h of around
20 guys who wanted to plaw
Because téams were chosen by
whoever made their fres throws
first, Bran and | often ended up
on the same team along with
another old JA puy, Erich. The
other tenms were ususlly younger,
faster, and more talented than the
thres of us. But we understood our
roles oo the team, played within
ourselves, and usually won the
games with intense defense, ball
movement, hustle, and the ahility
to disasct the other teams weak-
neAsan

Ower the years, those weekly
banketball games became my
relense from the dadly stress of
gradunte  school. The games
allowed ma to refocus my vision

about my pom's dea

would have been unnatural
group of Amian American men
talk about their foelings. Instead,
wi played ball like we alwayvs did
every Sunday and then went to
Henny'a Cafit for lunch

As the years passed, Brian and
I bocame the best of friends. Hia
irritating JA quelities became
bumorous o0 me sioce | had W
admit that [. many of
the same cultural valoes that
were irritating to him. He chal-
lenged my intellect in AA histery
and [ think that [ played a role in
his expending commitment to the
JA community. Its funny bhow
things work out in the long run
Today. 1 tearh AA history at the
college level and Brian s wery
active in JA politics in Hawaii

Brian is alss a very proud
father now and | do my bont to be
the favorite uncle to hus daughter
May, I'm hoping that Brian and
Karén have another kid and that
ho'she is born around the same
Gme 08 the kid that | hope to have
10 the futore. | think that It would
be fun to have them grow up and
play together. | could imagine
them playing on the same teams
and being as cluelesas as 1 was
when | first started playing bas-
ketball. | ean also see Brian and
mysell up in the stands together
eriticiring the play of cur lods
*“Why don' they meve around
more ot there™ Brinn would ask
“Beats me,” | would reply as 1
shake my head. "We never played
like that when we were kids 8

Glen Kitayama writes from
Monierey Pork, Calif He suears
that all svents depicted n this
article are af leaad 50 pereent aort-
rate. He can be reached via email
at wihuc@earthlink net>

STAYING FIT
(Continuwed from page 84)
factory. | asked some of the
wnrﬂ.f:;n_, “Judo dojo wa doko

lerinmcmdme bt 1
could not understand their

3

was usually the smallest man in
the class. In Japan, I'd thought,
T would be tall.

two. high school boys, perhaps
S,
taller than I. Tukahsashi-san
said n few words to them, and

then he left
The two teenagers did not
speak much English, and I

hardly spolee any Japanese.
This was not & major problem,
mm&umqgur)udy
physical anyway. But | noticed
that, while they threw ea-rhh -
other, would allow me o
anly uﬁmﬂ {fitting in for a
throw, but stopping af
throwing).

learned that had
- tdmﬂlh to
b 1 were

eiruzd

ARyooe 0o s

through our secomd 1
e
w

.a.]ﬂw&imtuth:wﬂﬂm.

noticed, did not exercise very,
much, eside from walking to
ond from the subway station,
Thoy usually worked from early
in the morning until very late at
night. But [ did Jearn from one
of my students that golf is very

the golf tourse — al i
is certainly commen. No, I am

referring to your obligutions,
ghouid you achieve the distine-
tion of getting a hole-in-one

In Japan, whenever you da
something m

playing. t&idm‘h:ﬂap_
wnt give
1o 62 of the pecple wab whoes
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Nikkei Village Inc., is a non.
profit venture by the San
Fernando Valley Community
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subsidized housing. Your
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BERKELEY

Thank You

Oner Chapter groatly sppreciates the continuod
financial suppart from individuals and business
&6 in our efforts for providing many servioes and
programa for the, yoath, adulis, nod seniors in
the Berkeley, Albany and Oukland communities
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whenever possible and reciprecate

your nupport of their businessos

We wish all m: you o most joyous Holidey and s
prosperous New Tear
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| Down | Hopkins lmdenth o ...
| WenSH, DY & FOLDY Saturdays 10am 2 pm
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Meri Kurisumasu
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Orinda, California
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H 7 Genkl
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Sanchwichis & Wines ) ] i
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s i S ey CABMOZ
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Kirala Japanese Restaurant

AR BHE
SUSHI - ROGATA BAR GRILL
2100 Ward Strest

Berkeley, CA 84705
{510) 549-3486

Albany Ford, Personal service
for you and your Family.

When conzidering a netw or
used car, truck or van, call

John Nakamura, Fresident,




BERKELEY

907 Madison Avenua, Albary, CA 94706
B (S10) 5274927 « Fa: (540} 5276552

Barry . Kami, D.D.S. ‘

“# Japanese American Services |
of the East Bay
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DONALD LOUIE, 0.D.
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every age division
and won 14 junior
tithes, including the
1.8 Girls 188 in
1972, Her biggent

win came st the
1873 Junior
Wimbledonn  when
rho defeated tennis
legend Martina
Mavratilova in the
final. Kiyomura and
her  mister  Vieky
dominated the

Hawaii State Tonnis
Championships  in
the 19708, Thueir
mother, Hisayn, was
ance the third-rank-
ing tennts player in
{ Japan

1977 =Miki
Gorman  (distance
running): Already

33" years old by the
time she took up the
~aport, the B-fooi-1,
8% pound Gorman
only began running
in 1969 with her
husband, Mike, and
competed in her first
ofTicial 26-mile
marathon in 1573 in
Palos Verdo, Calif,
which she won. In
late 1874, ahe won
| the Weatern
an Ki f i Hemispheres
A YO Fiays marathon with »
new record time for women — twa hours, 46 minutes and 36 seconds. She
is & two-time winner of both the Beston nnd New York marathons. Her best
time came at the 1976 New York marathon where she cocked in at twa
haurs, 39 minutes and 11 seconds, just fotr minutes and 36 seconds behdnd
the world record. Born Michike Suwa in Fukuoka, Gorman came to the
United States in 1964 and attended Cartisle Coliege. At onc peint, her
schedule consisted of 10 miles of running in the moming and 10

miles in the evening, seven davs & week.

1978—Alice Eguchi ( tlifting): This 102 pounder wes 42 years ald
when she won the 1979 Californin state weightlifting r:hlm?iumhi,n in the
nq. 1- d division. At that competition, she deadlifted 251.1 pounds and

t lifted 1929 pounds, setting a new national masters record in her
d.:m:m {mjpes 40-44). She also bench preased 93.7 poands for & total weight
of 567.7, which sci a nationnl masters and o state women's record.
Altogether, the Oakland, Calif-native set more than 60 local, state and
national powerlifting records. She originally started lifting weights to
sbrengthen hor arms for karate.

19580—Gall Hirata (golf): At 24 years old, this Sansel became the first-

over JA woman to join the pro cireuit. Hirata, who grew i ‘i
Calif,, placed third in her rat tournament with the Southern
por Golll Associition at the age of 10, She went on to play at
]og‘:n the men's golf squad where she was among the top
vied for n spot on the LPGA tour in January 1978 but
ﬂnnl.tb;mcn:tmhﬂ By August of that same yesr, however, sho
wenl back to the trials and hit reunds'of 81, 1, 78 and 75, total-

ng 315 wwings, lbplld third out of 6% women competing for pro status,

9f4—Linn Ishikawn {(softballl; A top pitcher for Division [ team

_-ﬁgg

Northwestern, this 15-year-pld tan, Ca-hl native set an NCAA record
dﬁhﬁ“ﬂuyﬂrfﬂm Maml:-hal.fmnmpmﬁ
out hﬂn.,ﬂr“mprvﬂtndliﬂdrmﬂlhlljwmﬂl

their first national ruﬂ:lnﬁ{wh:k Ishiknwa received Big Ten Player of the
Year and Freshman' of the Yeur swards, The high school valedictorian was

of three or four collegiate women pitchers to have mastered the rise-

1591 —KEelli Enwanhima {volleyballl: KEawsshima of San Jose received
& volleyball scholarship to the University of Denver where she became co-
captain of university's women volleyball team, the Ploneers, She sot on all
time school record for assists and was named to the Colorado Athlenc
Conforence All-Conference Volleyball Toam in 1881

1592 —Bandra Bacher and Lillko Ogusawnara (juda): Both Bacher. 25
and Opasnwarn, 24, were students i San Joss State University when they
made ik eoto the 1996 US, Olympic judo team . Bacher had nlso represent
ed the U5, ot the Barcelonn Olympic Games in 1952 :

1552 —Linne Sato (volloyball): In 1988 and 1892, Soto wos o member of
the U.5. women's Olympie velleyball teams which look home bronae
medals both years. This year, the former setter served as head coach for
Santa Monics High School's girls volleyball team. Brother Enc was & mem-
ber of the 1588 men's Olympic volleyball sguad which teok home a geld
that year, while other brather Gary served ns Bn nssistant coach for that
Eepm

1552—Krintl Yamuguchi (fig-
ure gkatingl: Hands down the
mosi internationally recognazed
JA Temale nthlete of all time,
Yamaguehi fook home a gold in
pingles figure skating ot the 18932
Winter Obvmopics in Alberiville,
Franee. Prior to winning her
Olympic medal, the Fremont,
Cabif -native won both the 1992
and 1591 World Figure Shating
Championships as well as the
1982 5. MNational
Championship. Bince taking up
the sport at age six, Yamaguchi
has eompiled an  umpressive
record, beginning in 1866, when
she and thoen.skating portner
Rudy Galinde won the Junior
Nationals in the pairs division
They followed it up with & win at
the 1888 Junior Waorld
Chnmpdmuhip in pairn and that
same year, she took home the
Junior World singles title After
Albertville, Yameguchi left the
amateur renks and has sinee won
?ummua profeasional titlps, in addition to touring with THscover Biars on
o2

Kristi Yamaguchi

15652—Yoko Zotterlund (volleyball): This Olympic-caliber sotter holped
har US. team win a bronze medal in women's volleyball at the 1992
Barcalona Games. She went on to compete in the 1896 Atlanta Olympics
where the 1.8, women's volloyball team finished seventh, Zetterlund, now
30 years old, is capping off her career this year with the 48th Eurowashiki,
her final competition before she retires.

1993—Eelly Inouye-Porez (softball): Inooye-Perez is returning for her
soventh sanson as UTCLA'S women's softball assistant conch this year. An
alum of UCLA hersell, the three-time ALl Pac-10 selection graduated in
1593 after competing on three NCAA Champlofship teams in 1885, 18980
and 1992 as the Bruins' starting catcher.

1#38—Fat Hurst (golf): This pro golfer since 1994 i the winner of two
recent LPGA titles, the 1998 Nabisco Dinah Shore and the 1997
(Mdsmobile Classic, As & young woman, Huorst, a Sansei, showed carly
promiss, winning both the 1886 USGA Junier Championships and the
1990 USGA Amateur Champlonships. The phenom went on to
become thoe two-time conferends Fla of the Yenr and n first-team All
American a8 o member of San Jose State University's women's golf team
from 1888 to 1991. She was recently inducted inte the San Jose State
Univarsity Sports Hall of Fame,

1 Takasaki {softhall): An o senior at UC Berkeley in 1985,
Taknsnki was catcher as woll ns loadefl hitter for Cals women's
softball team. During her first three years of col cjtﬂa play, she was s con-
wistent hitter, bonsting o career batting nverage
lhEIﬂnmadhlhﬂﬂ]hmnlmuqlmml.t r.l‘m'HCu\_ﬂrmnnn].-.ﬂ:r
4-for-8 with two runs and an REI and was voted second team
All-Pac 10. Tnkasaki was an henorable mmnm.mmpﬂ
both ber freshman and ° yoars. The Fullerton,
wan o 'softhall standout at mrlhihﬂhﬂlﬁ:lmﬂ,whmlhm
mmmmmimmmmmmmﬂ.m
ormer, A mulii-sport athlete, lhhl.!.lumphdmhr
wtball, cross country, soccer, swimming and
past wmm-ur. Takasaki, 22, debuted in the anen'i
Professional Softhall League a8 & catcher for the Carplina Dinmands,

I e b o o & 2.0 sontot s 10 B e o e
team to a 10'snd a 8-3 I
lnhh;ﬁmmn She has gone h :
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1090~ Kirnles Hayashi Il Hailing from Kailus, Hawnii, this

wtandout g;rmmlmd.d. her
kics chamy

tonm, she was awarded the 1 mmmcf.?}mnmmmu Jm.:
which is given annually to one mble and female student athlets from sach
institution based on achisvement in athlobics, schalarship and leadership.
She also won the NCAA balance beam title this stason and was the Pac-10
Gymnest of the Yoar for 1958, In addition, Haysshi was a finalist for the
AAL American Award, given to the nalion's most outstanding all-arcund
senior gymnnst.

1599—S8kye Hosoya (boxing): An op-nnd-coming Nikks weman boxer.

1555—B.a, Itoman (basketball)y: Itoman, who dusted from the
University of Hawaii last year, scored her caroer 2 points during &
UH va Fmasuhpmdmgtht 1808-50 season. The 5-foat-5 ultra-
qhn ro.m-l hecams UH's all-time assist leader. She was named to
All-Western Athlotic Conforence frst-tedm and sclociod as Academic
All-American. Wahing basketball cosch Vines Gdo sayn Itoman exemplifies
r,h- university's team work ethic. ltoman, the daoghter of Carsla and
hlmIJl' of Honelulu, cites hor mather ss the most influential pr-
won in her (S

1888 Lindsay Eagows (volleyball): A junior setter for Stanford,
Ib.pln stands 5-foot-5 and currently o zm the Pac-10 with 13.16
Emﬁ- Although sho spent saphinmal nn & resorve, she
made I’wr hw-nn starts while starting l-enu- Lewis waa out
with & foot yoor, shw postod & career-high 54 sssists in the San
E;?: Sﬁu hquf:[:ﬁ careor atatistics include mmuu&aﬂl
Draring wchiool , Hnguwn wis named the
Nﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂtﬂtﬂ.{ﬁﬁ af the Year ﬂhzwulmmwmﬂmmtj
Timea Pll}irﬂﬂ:t'rut‘ af well &8 o fourstime all-league selestion and
four-time team MVE,
19959 —Eelli Hamimuars (golf): As a freshman at the University of
Wnﬂmﬁmh 1998, Kamimura wuranhd‘\iln 1 nnticnally in the mid-
Eetnl rankings after averaging 72.33 strokes per round. Her

umwu.ﬁllu-wthmﬂa up yoar's winner of the Gollstat C
iﬁ:ﬂm mlﬂm umpﬂwrﬂhﬂwkﬁt

e m mwm!yaﬂ-ruu—ulﬂ
or's

tournamansts on the nlﬂmn.l Jjunior ;-ntt' pursued

recruiters from Arizona, Tennssses, Texas, Wake F’nrul. Waahinglon,

nnd UCLA. By late 1997, MIMI&M E.lmlmuruptnk'ndm

thlﬁlﬁwmm:ummmrmmnmedlhemumm in pro
f. The danghter of twe schoo] teacheors, Kamimura and younger wister

enny were coached by retired business teacher Hudy Franobovich, who

died in June 1896 ot the age of 76 of heari problems,

15#—Helon Nakano (naginata): One of the premier chitioners of
naginata in the United States, an ancient Japanese martin] art which uses
u long ﬂ.lﬂ"rlth::un'nd sword-like blade on the end, Makano is the chiel
and presidont of the Bouthern Californin Nqﬂuu Federation
and co-founder of the Uinited States Naginata Pederation. She serves as-a
mmhlr of the Technicsl Committes for the Internotionn]l Naginata
Federntion, which was formed in Japan in 1%90. For the past 30 years
Makans hab ntndied ta, which is mr‘&m
MhmﬁummdummeSmm Yamao
Sensel and Sachike Winda Sensed. Bhe trained in both ta nnd kendo
under Terao Mori Bensol and has hersell reached ihe g rank of ren-
whi, conducted numerpus seminors in citiee aceoss the country, In
March 1 she was inducted into the El Camine Colloge Women's Wall of
. Her husbamd, Califurnia State Assemblyman Goorge Nakano, is a
kendp 5-dan renshi.

I'BBB—NI.L..II: Nakase (basketbalil): A 5-fool-2 dynnmo who proves that
h:ig;htumrﬂuudu thnmlmm:l{ndnulud’h[mnl School in
humﬂnc'hﬂ- hﬂwhrﬁmm][ﬁmlﬂlﬂmum
Pﬂﬁam&ﬂn‘fmﬂhdhrhqh-&m[mmmwnﬁuuﬂbupu:hﬂu
"ﬂmn&wmﬂmmm 58 O Fiayer of the

Lem W 1
m:ﬂn'ut’nﬁunﬁhl

hﬂmd’mlumumhnhﬂm-nm

i

yoar an o UCLA

I How, tered her
dyring summer league play. wmﬂﬂmhm

end undergone reconstrisctive surgery
m;mnlmm%mumﬂpmlmﬁ

year an & nine-time All-

onghip, for which she received All-CIF first -

LE&H

Hosa. Al Montgomery, she was the athleti
directar ﬁumza and ﬁﬂd I‘.h:

——— mitten for l.hﬂ U5, National mmd

has national nﬁ'lu-ll ﬂlm.pl in baskotball, field hqdm' and vol.
leyball. Among ml.au n:u include the oulstanding

direetor in ﬂ:e Nnﬂ.h oo by the Californis State Aﬂih-ht
Directors” Association and as North Coast Section Honor Coach for bad-
mintox. In 1995, sho became the first woman to receive the Phil Hempler
Award, the hl:hnl‘lhmmrmwm by the North Coast Section CIF. Sugivama
ratired from teaching, conching, and ne girls' athletic director in 1997,
Sugivama s currently in her 25th year s the North Bay Athletic League
eo-commissioner. She is o member of the North Cosst Section Sports
Advisary Commition of League Commissioners and served an the chairper-
won from 1985 to 19594, Bhe has also served on kmmmkm
tees for badminton, softball, basketball and

valbeyball,

1968 —Lindsey Yamasabi leyball): Although omly =
freahzman last year, Yamasaki is already primed to become one of the top
fornale sthletes at the Dividon 1 women's colleginto level. In bas-
ﬂw&hﬂ-iﬂmﬂgwtﬁld&ﬂwﬂhlyﬂrm Leam scoring
uwmhﬂumtukznmd;pmw

Joirnal. Bhe in 8

mamber of Stanford’s Mo. 2-rmnked volieyball toam and was & top basket-
balll reeruit outb of high schoal, leading her nlma mater, Oregon City, to foer

consecutive 4A siate championships, in her lnst year averaging 26.2 ppi
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Ocean Colony! The most 5 on the Coastside is™
a 278 acre planned unit development, nestied in and around the
famous Hall Moon Bay Golf Links, an 18 hole champlonship golf
course rated 8 1 kn the top 5 polf courses In the Bay Arca, The Colony
Club complex with its indoar AAL size pool, health clyb with a myriad
of activities, plus & adjoining tennis courts, provides year-round recre-
atbon for every member of the family. Ocean Colony offers an amay of

HEW and resabe homes, towmhouses and condominfums,

ag trim Cape Cods, stasely manor hotsses & ambling ranches -
all located within minutes of virtually any point in the San Francisco
Bay Anes. Miost are either on, or enjoy views af the golf course and it's

MIagrusdag "anes] ARPROH TRIRE SR

only 1o the beach. Ocean Colony ts swept by ocean broezes
year and ks protecied by a 24 hourmanned security gate.
Prices S207,0000 o ,000.
- So fret I out - bearn fe rest - call ar write for our full
- wolor brochere and information packer.

_colony

OceaN CoLony REALTY

2000 Falrway Drive « Hall Moon Bay, CA 94019

(650) 726-9031
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uymn.lrhn‘ ing inexarably inio tha
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vie to play 04 first but the fathor was
an avid basehall fan and spent
counthess hours ing up the

team members for practios and far

games. Mr. Hagio's son Mits was
alsa too young, but the fother was
a ine studantf baseball and
ered to conch the team. Mr.
Ushin ncted ns treasurer and
elped radse the funds neceasary
for the team. His two sons Shigelk
il Jim played as did soee of
Inouye, John Acks,
Tadsharm, Harvoy Rynoarson,
Choorge Waki, Michio Sasaki, Don
Mori, Tom Matsumari and othors,
Abogt this tire, other Nisei

ﬁ-i.w-wthjnz':um'rhahm-
tim, soeme of the younger ningle
Isseis in plooes b

likoe
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i 8661 'quIaq 'anest AVpOH ST 1T
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baschall was truly o nstional pas-

time and every community had o

team of their own. 4 highbght of

the senson wes an annual game

with the Salt Laks Tigers, o colar-

ﬁlmmvﬂhnmﬂﬂuﬁh oa ald
i

IRARAEEr TIA0d
entertained the fans and the play-
ers with his ongoing basehall sto-
i mnd comments.

After two yoars the Murray play-
s returned to form the Murray
Taiye sendor team. The team was
bolstored by Thm Kurumads who
ua quarterhack for the Btato

mwimming tearn mide quite a
nama for himself, by Yokus Inouye
& guard for the equally strong

| Athleties
| JIpJorlte

{reotmbly tho Murray Taiyo) sched- -~ himself with Ogden Behel
u!udg'&mﬂuguim‘lmwﬂﬂ;e and University duﬁm:ll
batter town teams from places like * teams, the competition

Diraper, Toocle, Midvale, Layton unti] the Second World War when
and other pleoes s woll as ngeinst  the original Nisei haskethall
sermiopro Industrind League teams  loagrue was discontinued

such i Megna-Garfield and Saking
and were competitive with them. 43,  marale

e P enn kvie : playe n the
the old Salt L RIS Were in
newspaper hacked the Murray friendly confines of

Thiyo baschall tenn and arranged  Wostminstar Coll

A grme with Bocsters, a tal-  Some of the teams involved includ
ent lnden temn that was  ed the Nuggets with the Kasai
taking oa all comers. In the ffth rnd vacuess from the
inning, behind five to bwo, wo man- . Nerthwest, the Trojans with
;?ldmhadupﬂuhm.]'m i in ties, the 5.1.
urumads came ap to bat and Busseis, two teams from Murray
limenci e polid hase hit over the Hettley evacuees from
shortatops hend nnd bouneed it Peca, tie Salt. Lalkn Jokers with

over tho lefi fielder and into s hole  Yiolous u o6 Jordan
in the left field fenoo for & hame High toamn, Joo Korumads
ron. Yokus Inoaye with his & basohall piteher at Granits High
crossover submarine pitches that Schoal, Jock Arnmaki & star
seomed Lo come out of the ltﬂnlml-!iﬁﬂ
ground then frustrated At the TJ i d
the Ogden batters in the final two |, Wat Misaks wos & star on
innings to pressrve o B-5 victory. the University of Utah baskotball
W got & nice write-up on the
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DR. EJl C AMEMIYA ® ERUCE MOTO ASAKAWA @ GEORGE ASAKAWA
BRLUCE ASAKAWA

ORIDA

@ JOSEPH OWASHI (Memoriall @ ALYCE A. OW (Memordal @ LEO
OWASHL M.m&m&mmm'@xm
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vt%ﬁmm GARY RAY UYEDA # BA
DR -

& SHIGERY YAMASHITA @ TOM Y.
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IN MEMORY OF

MASAAKI HIRONAKA

“Mr. San Diego JACL”
. #:ugu:l 12, 1918 - September 1:0. 1999

San Diego Chapter Executive Director
San Diego Chapter President.
PSWD Governor
National JACL Treasurer
Imnuuhu:l’e Trust Chair
Recipient of Silver, Sapphire & Ruby Pins
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Happy Holidays
and
Best Wishes
for a
Joyous New
Year!

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Rinban Neriaki lto
Hov. Gyvko Saito
Rev. Akirn Kotani
505 E; 3rd 51, Los Angeles. CA 20013
Tew: (213) G26-4200 — Fas: (213) 266850
Lusmibidni Child Developmeant Cenler
Opan 5 Days: 7:30 am -6 pum, (213) 680-2976
Facising within the Temple

Seaion's gm&w

777 —Ea—H-TAEE



http://www.iaclheqlthbetiems.org

mmmmmm#hmiiu Ewrre-dng
mn:mm-mmm:‘?“.-_
e Khﬂmmmmumm“n

| Eem Ludis
Tmmmmnm .uLmuL n.'lunwa.cm

I-u-c-h--mr.mhm u;r;m_:
- —— ——— s h*r%“f* (AL B L 5

-‘n.nmm

" Pania Clars County, Calif.

Q-‘I Flemars, Frsis, Wins &
W
T~
S 484,73 (At . i e
“Heward Igmeaki, [LOLS., lnc
Alan Igmsalki, ILDLS,
Cerneral Demtiatry / Pervdontic
FFED Cromabine Biwd., Bia, 102
Twrrascs, CA BOSOS
-':al-m-w
D'I'-D-l-!'lj'm- I"I.I,II-IIIM.D\.
Optometriet & Associgion

Dbt Yokikn Sken
Ron Salaguchi
.Hltrllrrg .j.ssocnlc: Realty

thmimﬁ

M e o iy O Alrusied i g Fasti
00 M- 1255
 Tws Locstkans b Berve Tou
MIZUND INSURANCE AGENCY
BSURANCE MGENTE & BROKERS
LCERESE POSXINE
Southerm Callomia oMoy
S Hamitor: Byn For e Beii of
vunbinigion Beack, (4 6545 Everyining Asian
Central Caliomia office Fresh Produces, WMeat,
AW, Botasa e 10 Spadocd snd Geoceries
Ciow, G 0612 A, wnsl Saalacion ol
| __mmmn 8 Wars
————Srleda Callt Soaitle, WA = [205) 524-6288

H.B. INTERNATIONAL
Bl bt srisrithon company, | | SOUEVUE, WA + [£25) T4T-0012

Haliman! bl i oppeorUaniticn | Beaverion, OR « (507) G43-4512
mow mvallalile. Call (905 SIR1RE |

JOYOUS
HOLIDAY
GREETINGS
AND
BEST WISHES
FOR THE NEW
MILLENIUM

N National JACL

CREDIT UNION

#g MO BOX 1720/ SLC, OTAR BA1IQ B0 BA5-B040 £ 00@ S44-2R20
A v 4

al

T"TRAFU SHIMPD

OHANA® ( family)
your Aloha Connection Mxpazine -
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Millennium wishes oo our JACL ‘ohana {family) and friends!
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by wsing the holiday couporn to sutscribe o our
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a dream comes true

Thanks to you and your support,

the Japanese American National Museum

accomplished great lhangs in 1999,

! \We look forward to sharing the Japanese American

experience thrnugh sport in the New Year.

Sumo, Baseball, Basketball, Ice Skating,

Bowling, Golf.
More Than a Game:

Sport in the Japanese American Community

opening March 4, 2000
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