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& PacEic Crizen Hoioay Issue, Decemses 2002

DS T

2002 edition of the Holiday

lssue, The PC. staff has

sedected “Ouir Town™ as the
theme for this year's special, | 20-page issue

Whether it's Japantown or Chinatown, “Ohar
Town™ explores the role and sigmificence of
these ethnic enclaves acmas the Uniled Stales
and inlermatbonally.

Ini the next several pages owr writers will
explore the history of these ethnic’ towny and
the role they have played in shaping a commu-
ity dentity, Some of our writers will also
share what it was Hke to gronw up in thete
enclaves and the role they played in their own
families

“Chur Towm™ will explore the future of these
ethnic enclaves. With the ever-changing demo-
graphica of Astan Pacific American communi.
tics acToss the nation, what does the Tutwre hold

o fior oar Japantowns and Chinatowns? We also
take o Jook ai ethnic enclaves outside of the
United S1ztes, including Canada and Peru,

Once again 1°d like to thank the many writens
who volanleered their time and effort 10 our
annual issee, many of whom contine i while
Tor ws year afier year. This isswe would not
have been possible without their generosity

| would Hke 1o thasik all of the hundreds of
advertisers who continue 1o suppon PO

" annusl Holiday Issue. Thank you 1o all the dis-

tricis, chapiers, and members who upcmd VT
al wecks poanding the pavement and making

elcome to Pacific Citizen’s -

phione calls o our many. sdvemsers Please
check oud the “PC x People Who Count™ list
ing on page 5§ for the names of mdividusl
who have gone out of their way to solicl sds
for this issue

The Holiday ioe v 4 preat fumsdracies ]
JACL chapicri Exch vear chaplers receive 4
minimam 15 percent commission on all their
ad sales. Muny &f the chapiers use their H 1
commission monics 10 fund their acivities
IhrWFhl,'rul the vear. Chapters wha would like
rare information on hiw o get vl ved
shoald contact the P C. office

Pk anmual HE would ot have been pos-
siblie withous the hard work, creativity, and
dedication of the P.C. staff and voluneeni |
would like 1o PET?.I:IILE“:. thank the staff mem
bers: Martha Makagawa, assisant editor,
Brian Tanaka. office manages, Tracy Uba
wriletfreporier, Margot Branswick, produc-
tion assisiant, and Eva Lau-Ting. circulation
And thenk vou 10 volunteers Gayle Jus and
Alan Kuba for finding the time between their
hectic schedules o help ut put owl the issue

And finally, but most imponantly, | would
ltke 10 thank sur readers who continue 1o sup-
part us year afier year. Please look ol for our
special Mew Year's Lasue Jan, 17, 2003

Have o safe and happy haliday!

Caroline  Aogagt

Executive Editos

2002 Holiday Issue Cover

Inset phptos clockwise
from top left:

(1) Peace Pagoda in San
Francisco's Japantown/
Aaron Kitashima (to see
more of his photos of
S.F.'s Japantown, visit
www.akit.org)

{2) Kiichi and Tamo
Mayeda's Asahi Restaurant
and Tavem in Seattle's
Nihonmachi circa 1935/from
the Henry and Yuki Miyake
collection

(3) Sao Paulo, Brazil's
Liberdade/Chizu Omori

Background image:
Taiheyo (Pacific) Hotel on
the comer of Weller, Second
and San Pedro Streets in
Los Angeles' Little Tokyo
circa 1919/from the Mitsuye
Suzuki collection
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| Editorials, news and the opinions sxpressed by
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1 dond or rstional direction do nol necessarily

¢ raflect JACL palicy. Events and products schver-
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Ootcomteun enso v b ey
in Idaho on the 4th Mm"ﬂiﬁlﬁﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ
; Growing Up in J-Towm
Andrew Yan 10
Saving Chinalown Scott o
Non-profit COCs: Nesghborhood
Gil Asakawa 13 Heroes or Perpetuators of Poverty?
Recharging Through Community
Jim Matsuoka
Dabbie Wei 15  ACenter for Pionears:
Creating Tradtions Undesr a Full Moon Los Angeles” Little Tokyo During the: 18605
1
Bob Sanlos 18
Saattle Intermnafional District Ik ]
How the Nikkei Evacuation of Hawail
m 18 ; Examining the Book
da Angeles' Litthe Tokyo B o
Budd Fuled
Ed 24 The and P, of
- il o
Roots of Nibonmachi
Floyd Mori
:rdwl.nmq 28  Sall Lake City's Nihonmachs
Lillian Kimura
Sachi Seko 29  New York and Ervirons
> i Hirashi Kashiwagl
Bl Watanabe 30 Memones of Sacramenio Nihonmachi

LA's Little Tokyo — Past and Future

Mas Odol 43
Racial Hamony in Mukiteo, Washingtion

Harry K. Honda

Southem Califomnia Towns

That Stil Breathe Heslony
Mike Hoshiko
Canadian

n Sumey, B/

Frank Hirata

Life and Times
up 1o the End of W

Worlang in Lite Tokyo in tha 19608

Shizue Siegel
Stockdon Home-Gir

Francis Y. Sogi
JapanThMNmm Eyes

Luis Yamakaws

The Japanese Peruvian Experience

MNanks Niksi Viosces

‘Litthe Tokyo: Changing Times, Changing

Faces'

Ww
he Togasak Famiy —
Remakabie Ponesars

T0

PC’s People Who Count

Paib Citpan o $in moey ridereduch whe. 1o ree o e gresingn S Holdoy s
ALAMEDA —Rpy Hayame PACIEIC CITIZEN-—Gael Mursmolo
APAN--Gary Mayeds PHU_ADEL PHIA-—~James Kawmng
ARZONA—Tod Mamba PLACER COUNTY —Linda Dckarson
BERKELE Y-—Jm Dudl, A Satake, Vabsris POCATELLO-ALACKF OO T —Juff Krirer

Yasukoohi POATLAND—Sharcn Teksbasbd
CHICAGO—H. Smoky Sakusreds PUYALLUP WALLEY —Carcéyn Takemoio;
CINCINNATI—Jaequl Vidoursk

Don Dedcodly, Mary Ans Futulchl, Kaz Dawging bwasncie, Fred Oshima,
Ide, Jurm Kodand, Joar Matsaocka, Jim Craig Yama, Mark Yamaguchl, Gary
Duhing, Esther Tekeuchi, Youh Toktwa Tarbmurs

—Scaf Saverson SAN FERNANDO VALLEY—Sachie Do,
DAY TON-—Ron Ketsuyams Sonc Kondo, Pat Kubots, Alice Modita,
DELANC—Takashi Kone Harry Nakada, Hasried Nishizakas, Sam
DETRT—Mary Kamidal

EAST LOE ANGELES-—Kimbarly Komatiu
EDEN TOWHSHIP—Kiml KRayama
FLORIN Fuluman

FT, LUPTON—Nsoml Hguysn
FREMONT-Alsn Milouni

FRENCH CAMP—Henry Isaksi
FAESHI—Babbi Hanads

GARDENA VALLEY—May Dod, John
Fusjitn, M. Fujiicnwn, Gearge Kiryams,
Ron Shiceakd, Terremce Tensuchi, Bes
Wolle, Lins Kippharn: Helen
GREATER LA SINGLES—Miyakn

SAN MATEC—Craly lchéujl. Jason
Feinerman

EANWTOOTH—Maya Hita Lememon
SANTA NARIA VALLE Y | K.-Iﬂor!
SEABROOK —Susan Youhids
SEATTLE—Elnine Almgl, Ariene Okl
SELANOCG—<han Fulkushima, Evelyn

Kadogaewa Kamai, Clarence Hishimu, Sieven Nishiru,
GRESHAM TROUTDAL E—Frank Genrgs Tenahs, Betty Yamazhim
HihikEws Kohashi, Tak Teutsul
IDAHD FALLS—Waler Saio SE DO like Kaloa

IMPERIAL VALLEY —Jlsson Jechkson
LAKE WASHINGTON —Don Macksws
LAS VEGAS—Ray Sasuld

LGS TON-MERCED—Yo Hunilyoshi,
Chiris Masuts, Reve Terenichl

MARN COUNTY—Mas Fujii
MILE HiGH—Emills Kuissima, Sam
Mayedsa, James Taguchl, George

NEW YORK—Liian Kimura
CIMAHA —Jssice Shindo WHITE RIVER VALLEY —Dariel Hirsnaks
CRANGE COUNTY.—Ben Shinasu Igawaky
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Text & Pholos Courtesy of
MAYA HATA LEMMON

aving come Lo Idaho

fromn the Bay Ares as an

idealistic Vista volunteer

over 20 years ago, this
high desent Southemn ldaho ared
first appeared barmen (o me, just as
it may have seemed to many “evac-
wees” who were senit to Minkdoks
{then called a “Relocation Center,”
now a Mational Monument).
Minidoks is just abowt 30 miles
awiay from where | live in Twin
Falls. However, a marmiage. the
Snake River and its craggy cliffs,
the people, the beauty of the stale
and the ease of iving hete became
reasons to sy,

Over the years, my former
spouse, Charles Lemmaon, showed
me 50 many places of incredible
beauty in this pan of Idaho: the

2 first snow fall in the Sawtooth

S _mountains; canoeing on the Snake
River; the Indian petroglyphs and
pictographs; wild Mlowers coming
up at Craters of the Moon; a field
of blue cama hilies blooming in
spring; hidden ghost towns; mine
remnants in the Boulder mountains,
and the natural mineral owsens. Did
you know that the college here is
heated with geothermal water™

Idaho did have 8 Chinatowni at

one time. There are u
rermmants arooand Boise, 120 miles

‘from here. Alsa, here on the Snake
River, there are sigas of s Chinese

mining researched by Ron
JACL S
§ it oA S
L

no local, pionocer Chinese familics
remain in this area. Dr. Priscilla
Wegars and the Asian American
Comparative Collection sheds more
light at www.nidaho.eduwl.5/
AACCY

There is not & Japantown here in
Twin Falls although thene wene
early immigranis at the tum of the
cemury, My neighbor, Matsuye
Kota, had an exhibit of her hus-
band Tom Koto's family as pan of
our recent Commemoration of the
6lah Anniversary of the Camps.
Photos show an elegant Tom's Café
in the 1920 here in T'win Falls and
even guiie a lange Jepancse lan
guape class. Local courthouse doc-
umeniation showed ownership of 2
building in baby Tom's name, since
it was illegal for the lssei non-citi-
zen 1o own property then

Less than 1 percent of the entire
Idaho populstion is Asian, roughly
12,000 in the entire stnie. | have
never seen mane than' 200 or so
Jspanese Americans in one place,
so [ don't know where the others
are! There s a small Asian commu-
nity here tn the Twin Falls area, but
wie haven't done anything together
on New Year’s. Holidays are usual-
Iy a private, family offair. We just
staried a Sawtooth chapler of the
JACL and Friends of Minidoka
here this year (www friend-
sofminidokaorg for mone infiorma-
tion].

Twin Falls is an egnculiural area
and the Idaho o is only
sbout 1.3 milkion. Arca farmens

PHOTS: TSN STUDRD
Pictured above is & photo | taken in Oakiand, Calil., dunng the 19208
showing the "Oakiand Young Busssi ™ The author's tather, the late Rev,
ta, i standing jus! laft of centar with a dark suft and hat

grow dned beans, barley, com,
wheat, sugar beets, hay and of
course, Idaho potatoes. There arc
also dairy farms, cantle and lamb
here. Kmft Foods makes all their
cream cheese in nearby Rupent,
Idaha. Coors heer has local grown
barbey in il. Some people hunt deer,
elk and game birds nearhy. During
hunting season, it's not unosual o
see gomeone walking in a held
with a nifle, hunting game binds

I used to frequently make trips
back io the Bay Arca and bring
back plum wine, wasabi crackers,
e, penmuai-cha and some spe-
cial ingredients, but now | find we
have almost everything in Twin
Falls. We even have a Costoo with
fresh tona! However, | still miss
the fresh, raw Tish sushi and sachi-
imi of the Bay Area!

While I ive in Idaho, I do visit
my relatives and got the benefit of
the: city. The Bay Area is only an
hour and a half Might from Bodse.
Thanks 1o my sister, Mame, and
her husband, Rev, Kiyo Yamashits,
I ged treated 10 some of the best
Japanese food st Kirals in-
Berkeley, Yoshi's in Oakland.
Angelfish, South Shore in
Alzmedn. My brother-in-taw, Shoji
Sakurni, and my sisier, Grace, drive
me akl the way i Seusalio in
Marin County 1o cat in their
favonie Japandse restaurant, so
obviously 1 am not deprived!

My New Year's Days here in
southern Idaho ere preity tame.
There is not & Buddhist Church in

ot

A AL R
Pictured below i=
a Hota “"New
Yoars™ gathering

the Fourth
of July holiday
The author s
slanding, eighth
person from thae
kah

Idaho, 5o | don't go to eny service.
For New Year's, | stll cook a ot of
what my parents used to have —
ozond OF Terzal soup, weriyaki
chicken, nishime vepeiables, sush:
— and share it Sometimes, | end
up eating it for days since [ con’t
seern o cook for less than eight
people!

I come from a family of nine
children, so old habits s hard (o
change. You cook i large guanti-
lies; everyone loves lefiovers!

Both my parcnts are gone now,
but my father, Taigan Hata, came
to the United States from Kyushu
in 1913 and he wenl back, married
my maother, Tod, who had just
turmed age 15, and they both came
in 1923, Much to my amazement, |
found my futher’s 1913 entry
record on microlilm in the National
Archives in Washington, D.C. The
record shows his oocupation as a
“minister” and he was hesded 10
the “Bud. Mission, Pine 51, San
Fmnciseo, Ca.™ “§50" is liged
under money.

When my father first armived
here, he bocame o Buddhisr minis-
ter in San Francisco. From there,
he was tnvited 10 become the first
live-in minister in Vacaville, Calif.
In 1918, he ook o leave of shaence
to marry my méther. My pasents
then headed o church in Oaidand.
Calif.., until 'World War 11 broke

The family pictures of the 19208
and 1930s, and even 1940, are full
of life and happy faces. Best every-

== =S~
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Pictured above is
Lower Stanley,
Idaho. The
Buthor  moved
fram the Wes
Coast to ldaho
more than two
decades ago.

This photograph from the mid-1910s shows a Vecaville Budhisi Church luneral procession. Vacaville, located in Northem
Califarnia, had a considerable Mikkei farming population, and the author's father, Rev. Talgan Hata, was a minister al the
Viacavile church at tha timea.

thing changed when the war start-
ed. The faces and letiers are more
somber.

My entire family was sent (o the
Turlock Assembly Center and then
to the Gila River War Relocation
Authonty camp. My father served
&5 B minisier &t the sssembly cenler
and a1 Gila River's Canal camp.

My brother Smoshi left camp and
joined the U.5. Army. He served in
the Mikitary Iniclligence Service in
the Philippines, then later in
Occupied Japan, Another brother,
Akirn, and eldest gister, Aiko, left
camp 1o go east, We are indebted 1o
the Harnda family for taking us all
into their home in Vacaville prior io
being "evacumed.”

My father started & church when
we lived in povernment housing
after the war, bat everyone was so
poor and trying 1o make it on their
own, he never really succeeded. |
remember seeing & homemade,
wooden collection box half filled
with brown pennies,

Everyone moved out of the pro-
jects a3 soon as they could and the
congregation scattered once again
Then my father gol tuberculosis
and 1 used to give him shots. He
was an educated man and even in
1918 when he wis courting my
meother, he sent her his picture
signed in English. He was such an
idealist and had such high expecta-
tions for people and this couniry!
Onee I'found a book on Esperanto
belonging to my father. Can you
imagine belicving in a Universal
lenguage in the 1920s and "30s7

Now, | realize my mother's and
fmber's life, while it revolved
around Buddhism, much of their
life was & Feaction to discriminato-
ry lvws and sequentinl uprootings
during the war and postsar, Their

congregation was scatlered, not
once but many times. They were
alzo Issel, who were pushed aside
and replaced by the younger,
English speaking, who sssimilated
into Amencan culiore as fasl as
they could.

When 1 hved with my parents,
my Buddhist minister father used
to-do & family service st home on
New Year's moming. My brothers,
sisters and their familics would
come by and say “omede-to™ then
we would all sit down and eat what
took days to buy and prepare. The
aliar was always my father's job
and he would spend & lot of time
picking and srranging pine branch-
3, flowers from the garden and
“kasane™ with a tangerine on top

MNow, all my relatives and fnends
guther evEry 4th of July at my
nephew, Kenny and his wife,
Linda’s lovely home near San Jose
Our family New Year's gathering is
in July with 2 potluck of Japancse
und American foods! The weather
15 always warm, everyone caiches
up with each other and the party
spills all over the house — next w0
the barbecue, in the pool, den,
kitchen, living and dining room.
‘We've done this every year ever
since their children were linle;
now the oldest, Danny, has gradu-
ated college and is working!

Once my brother, Satoshi Hata,
who wad in the Military
Intelligence Service, was there
from Tokyo. Other times, Tom and
Rowena Nakegewa from Concord,
Calif.; Hide Cshima from
Richmond, Calif.; and Masa and
Mid Tsukamoto and their daugh-
ters from Westminster, Calif.,
sttended Also Hero Stumh,

Blackfoot JACLeérs, and Linda’s

relatives @&nd neighbor from India
usually attend as well.

In August, | went 1o a Niser
Club fish fry on the banks of the
Snake River in Idsho. The Abo
brathers from Heyburn, [daho,
cauvght and deep fat fried all the
fish! The limits had been hifted x
the local reservairs, 50 Tad and
Tom Abo said they caught TO
(trout, catfish) in one day! Did vou
know Twin Falls 15 the troul capi-
1al of the world?

If 1 drive two hours eastward, |
can go 1o Pocatello-Blackfoo:
where the JACL there has numer-
ous events duning the year, includ-
ing & salmon bake in August with o
pothuck, They have fresh salmon
shipped from Seattle and the men
barbecue whole gides of salmon! |
am indebted 1o Mass Tsukamotn
and all the Pocatello Blackfoot
JACL members for all the food
end activities I have enjoyed there.

If 1 drive northwest for three
hoars, I can be in Ontario, Cre.,
which has 8 Buddhist Church and
an impressive Cultural Center with
an excellent internment display.
Howevet, the snow, ko, fog or
unpredictable winter weather
always discourages me around
New Year's, Doesn’t 9 degrees
outside sound discouraging? One
winter the temperature was minus
rr |

Forty-five minutes south of Twin

. Falls is Jackpot, Nev, The casinos

are usually jam-packed for New
Year's Eve partics and entertain-
ment. The food is usually good and
reasonable there. The JACL
Thousand Club met here a few
years ago and | remember driving
Lucy Adachi and Clarence Mishizu
1o the Twin Falls airport.

About an hour and a half drive
niorth of Twin Fallss Sun

Valley/Retchum. where the nich
and Tamous come 1o ski during the
winier, Fellow Sawtooth JACL
charter member Rod Taisuno is-a
skifsnow board instructor sl Sun
Valley Ski School, California snow
bunmies are forewamed: the lem-
perature can be zero degrees in
winier!

The New Year's Day | grew up
with usually mvolved preparing
Japanese food with my mother, a
family Buddhist service, traditional
Jupanese food at home with rela-
tives, glimpses of the Rose Parade
and foothall games. Now, having
coaked Japanese food with my
mwther is 8 memory to chenish!

However, we never made maochs
and | have never attended an old-
fazhioned “mochi-tsukd. ™ At cur
last Sawtooth chapter JACL meet-
ing, Guy Mutsuoka attended. With
some prodding, he tried to explain
1o us “novices™ how 1o make
mochi and that the rice is
“steamed™ with no water in it It
will be a fun way to leam an old
tradition!

Maybe this year, with a new
JACL chapter here, we can have a
“mochi-tsuli™ or traditional food
sharing with the whole group., |

w “intemees” in Dave Tatsuna's
“Topaz™ film making mochi out-
side the barracks, with a bonfire, in
the fl'ﬂ‘-i‘.'lhi cold. Surely, if they
could do it, with what litthe they
had, we could do it! |

Maya Hata Lemmon helped make
Minidoks & national monument
She also ﬁ-r]'ptd start the low-
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JAPANESE CUISINE

(831) 757-6105
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Season's Greelings
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ASSOCIATED
TAGLINE, INC.

Liquid & Dry Fenilizers
Girecnhousc Supplics
Tag Line Nursery Products
Over 58 Years of Service

Vacuum
Ceoling

California Office
15750 Horizon Way
Salinas, California 93907

(831) 754-1547
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Happy Holidays

Wishing everyone
A prosperous and healthy
MNew Year

Higashi Farms
George, Janice, Gary, Fenneth, and Shari

(831) 722-5181| Packaging

Warm Hnliday
Wishes
IS

81 Hitchcock Road
Salinas, CA 93308
(B831) 455-1979

Seasons Greetings

REITHLY-WILLIAMS
SEEDS

268 Commission Street
Salinas, CA 93901
(831) 424-3971

Bill Breslan
Sales Represenialive

Season’'s Greetings

785 Elvee Drive
Salinns, CA 93601

1408 Abbon St Salimes, CA 93901
(B30 4247046

(Greetings
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and Best Wishes

SALINAS
%@

STERLING
l " W T e

f::ﬂ'fﬁ-

TRUCKS

| GeorglarPacific Corporation

PO. Box 2407

249 E, Grand Avenua |

5. San Francisco, CA 94033-2407
650 873-7R00 x262 Main |

650 873-4523 Fax |

415 760-0187 Cellular|

The Local Bank
of Choice

Sandoval Bros. Inc

36503 Mile End Road
Soledad CA 93960

Office: (831)678-1465
Cell: (8313 594-8140

UNPARALLELED
CUSTOMER
SERVICE

WIDE ARRAY OF

FinANCIAL PRODUCTS
0 MEET Your NEEDS

H The choice in simple

av AEETmen

Ta7-4200
1001 5. Main St.
Salinaz, CA 93502
Member FIIED

SALINAS
STEEL
BUILDERS, INC.
CeNeRAL CoNTRACTOR

License Ne. THIES5]

1161 Terven Ava,
Salinas, CA 93901 |
(B31) 424-1647 I

Jeff Goldman
Stephen Goddman
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Seasen’s Greeding

John T. leasuna, DDS, Inc.

amily Dentistry

1045 Los Palos Dr., Saliinas, Ca S35
(431 758-3319 FAX: (B31) 75B-0246

SEASON’S GREETINGS

T. BOB UEMURA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

LISA MINETA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

T BOR UEMUEA
APROFESSIONAL LAW CORF
17 WINHAM STREET
BALINAS, CA 9390

AN 4345030
FANX (B30 ) 24-BE

KIS

L

Serving the Salinas Valley

Attorneys
T. Bob Upsmiira

Certified Public Accountants:
Douglas Hayashi

Dentists:

|% Seasons Cjrectings

' THE PROFESSIONALS | Kenneth K. Ishizue, M.D.

AMA ‘H,Mnm%
MARY & a
t;m MASUMI Fred K. Oshima Shiro &
T hedre GZ'S--I_ Cacmelita Dr;'ve 1223531:&:: J.'j?;z‘
Salinns, CA 1-1240 Salipms, TA 9390 . mtﬂln." ﬁmg..m
Qmmw Happy Holidays | By Tﬂlir'l: n I.Yu;eknr:]
Corte Mm Cﬂ"f Paul T & Sumi Ichi liji | 5'::.:.::‘::““
Mariko Ikemoto & Patches & Kiki & Roni | | S0 Marcos Court » Salinas, CA 93901 aByshoscan
Yasulwo lida BEST WISHES | Season's Greetings n Beck | Bonnie
K £ Howy . e | Marguardt
BA S Clarments Ave. KITAMURA | ?"”‘“I’f 224 Montelair Lane
CABBOLIH | s, CA 3000 2652 Gary & Mayumd | ¢4 NAs, CA 93901 | Salinas, CA 93906
l. 5. Sexson's Greetings I Semson's i Halidkey Chieer |
K:Ihr;:fﬂ. Kevin Haruko & Family MAEV Roberta T.
HIRAHARA | SAKASEGAWA 18845 Ok View Place | [VWAMOTO ITANI
T4 Cofleps Dvi £12 Bautistn Drive Saliras, CA 93908 20100 Portols Drive 54 Naremam Wory
Salinas, }E.':ws;r: | Salinss, CA 53901 Salinas, CA 93908 Selina, CA i:d::-n:--lm
Congratulations Valeric ‘% Mae
i.élm Season's Greetings
310 Amberst Drive
Salings, CA 93901 Jro
Rt Ben & Mary Jioe San Ramon, California
Valerie M. Acki, D.D.S.
Gonsral Dentiztry MIYAOKA STAN & J[OANNE IKEMOTO OLSON
258-H San Jose Strest » Salinay, CA 9300] 124 San Jose 5t 55 Aarim Wy {kamol @ VTrs.com
(831} 794-1667 Fax (831) 7540752 |  Salines, CA 93901 _ Seben CAB06 | . ; -

LT WISHLS Srazon's Greetings Seassn's Greetings MATHEW B GAYE BECK | MARK & FAYE BEST WISHES
Helen and Gail Famiko ITh::J pes Frenk Kz & Mo
KITAN TANIMURA Aoe CASEY & ANDY MICHAEL & BRIAN Oshita

1152 Wollinglon Count 607 Loma Vista 1070 Helen Dr. 100 CARMEL D8 772 Nactonal CL | et

Salinge, CA. 93900 Salines, CA 53901-1508 | Millbrae, CA 94030 SALBNAS, CA 93501 Salinas, CA 93901 | 5.._, ;;.,m1
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Warm Foliday GFreetings MBKK
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Orthopaedic Surgeon

i .

SRS IR TSN

Valerie M. Acki DDS.
John Hirasuna DDS.

Malcolm D. Lowe DDS.
Stuart H. Osaki DDS.

Pharmacists:

- Akira Aoyama
James Eitcku -
Jane Eitoku

Physicians:

Kenneth K. Ishizue MD.

Willard B. Wang MD.

Holidoy Greetings
Staart Osaki, D.D.S.

780 E. Romie Lane, F
Salinas, Calif.
(§831) 424-0301
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Willard B. Wong, M. rasos

U"th
Sploe Surgery
240 San jose Strest [

Salines, CA 53801
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The weicoming gate to San Franclsco's Chinatown.

By

ANDREW YAN

1 o time when Asian populs-
tions in the United States
Canada are ot their his.

toric highs, some of the oldest
neighborhoods in North Amenca
are in trouble. The Chinatowns of
San Francisco, New York and
Vancouver are facing major urban
jproblems — some long festering,
some new. What can be done 10
help these neighborhoods?

Roll Call; San Francisco,
MNew York and Vancouver
The Chinatowns of San
Francisco, New York and
Vancouver have exisied for over
LK) years, evalving through
remarkably similar histories. -
Before Warld War 11, all thrived as
sanctuaries from a society that was
explicitly hostile towards Chinese
migranis, but with the cessation of
oy hostilities, the Chinese could safely
= begin moving and working outside

more liber] immigration faws in
both the United States and Canada
allowed families to be reunited and
the move out of Chinatown accel-
eraled. Dver time, it has become

ii
£
:
2
!

ural and man-made including an
earthquake that wiped out the city
in 1906 and the schemes of devel.
opers, planners, and politicians (o
gentrily it in the 1960s

San Francisco's Chinstown has
the cheractenstics of o classic
North American Chinatown, The
neighborhood 18 nearly 90 percent
Chiness American with 15,000 res-
idents living in a 20-square-block
area. It is the most densely populat-
ed and beavily wied urban area
west of Manhatinn, Residents have
an aversge neighborhood house-
hold income of $22.000, well
below the city average of 555,000,
In spate of these challenges,
Chinatown has done well for the
last 150 years.

However, in the 19905 San
Francisco suddenly became the epi-
center of the Intermnet craxe. From
all accoinis, ihe sireeis of San
Francisco were filled with overpaid
geeks from throughout the wearid
and Chinatown was no exceplion,
With this infusion, a city with an
already bad housing markes
became far worse. At the height of
the boom, rents for one-hedroom
apartments averaged almost 52 000
a month. With San Francisco's
Chinatown located in one of the
modt desirable neghborhoods in
the city, affordable apartments for
families, moch less immigrant fam-
ilies, became virtually non-existent.

What was available m Iml'
income, new immigrnt families
could be homific. A mdﬂdﬂ'
Times article described how » fami-
Iy of five (& fathcr, his wife, moth-
er-in-law and two young daughters)

hinatown

lived in @ 10-by-10-foot unit in one
of Chinstown's singbe-room-oocu-
pancy hotels where 60 people share
onc kitchen and four taotlets. The
father kept several red plastc
bowls Tor the girls to use in emer-
gencics when the todléts were occu-
pied. This squalor occurs within
feet of the glitter of Grant Avénmuee,
Chinatown's main lounst stroet

It is no surpriss then that the
shartage of affordsble and liveable
housing is the top neighborhood
problem in San Francisco's
Chinstown, As a result, the
Chinstown Community
Development Center (Chinatown
CDC), which haz been sround
since the laie "70%, has recemly
taken the lead in providin 3
with liveable homes, mthﬁggl:‘xqﬂ
developer; landlord, and advocaie
for the residems of San Francisco's
Chinatown.

Wai Ching Kwan, planning coor-
dinator for Chinmown CDC, lists
some af the initiatives underway to

sddress Chinatown's housing crisis:

"[We: have] been outreaching to
these fumilies and bringing them
together to voice their concems to
the city, offering them referrals 1o
services, and providing them with
housing counselling services,”
Kwan adds that Chinstown CDC
also works with the various city
dnpu:'fuummmmm
tions building, safety
and health codes are comrected. For

the immediate and long-term relie!
to the housing crisis in San
Francizsco, the Chinstown CDC 1
also organizing the Azian Amencan
community (o approve Proposition
B, a 5250 million city bond for
money towards building affordable
housing.

Aside from sddressing housing
wsucs, Kwan mentions another ini-
tiative that has gamered positive
media covernge. “The “Adopt-An-
Adleyway” (AAA) youth project
[was sterted] around 10 years ago
1o get high school youth involved
in community volunteerism by
cleaning up our ullevways. Since
then, the program’s expanded (o
creafing 4 youth-led Chinatown
Alleyway Tour and lots of work-
shops and training for youth devel-
opment and leadership.”

For Kwan, fixing the ills of San
Francisco's Chinalown means thres
things: good publicity through pos-
itive media covernge; continuing
support to the community, includ-
ing financial support, volunicer ser-
vices and customer patronage; wnd
mone political support and partici-
ption.

“Miore community-minded Asian
Americans need 10 go ino poli-
m::. s2id Kwan. “They need to

curmwdl:f. %mﬂm
vices for the community, out
mmm#;ur

AWarencss 1o our issues a1 well as




Study Area of New York’s Chinatown After the September 11th Terrorist Attacks

=

il

s

o
just being active within the com- an B0 percent decline.
munity to help advocale on behalfl Five months after 11, 40 gar-
of their behalf.” ment factories had closed their
doors permanently, while 70 per-
Chinatown New York — mﬂ:mmwmmdm-
In the Shadow of Térrorism restawrant workens wens
Until late last year, New York's  $till working reduced hours.
Chinatown was a growing, bustling ~ Profonged road closings, traffic
community, Rober Weber, director restictions, telephone and power

of policy for Asian Americans for
Equality (AAFE), notes that
Chinatown in the past 1010 15
years had expanded and was cven
spilling into Little Italy. But all this
changed after Sept. 11, 2001,
Chinatown is situated less than a
mile from what was once the World
Trade Center. Earlier this year,
AAFE. along with 21 other com-

munity and academic organizations,

released a study tithed, “Chinatown
Afver September §lth: An
Economic Impact Stody,” They
found that nearly three out of four
workers in Chinatown's garmen
and restaurand industrics were out
of wark in the two weeks following
S/11. Three months after W11, an
estimated 7,700 workers or almost
one guarter of Chinatown's labor
force remaincd unemployed, Those

outages, and increased security
meeasurey added to the woes of
local idustries incheding retail and
tourikm. For example, Chinatown's
Jjewelry district, one of the largest
in the cigy. saw a drop of more than
50 percent, And while general
recovery funds and programs such
28 Small Bosiness Association
loans were established, the study
found that most of the assistance
was short-term and some had eligi-
Bility rules requining businesses 1o
be located south of Canal Street.
With the recent closure of manu-
fucturing tndustries in Chinatown,
there has been pressure to convert
these vacant buildings into luxury

ing area is $0 competitive that a
one-bedroam unit can command
between $400,000-5500,000." But
he states that the very survival of
Chinatown hinges on the continua-
tion of such industrics us the gar-

o

Magor Rosds
Sty
Study Area
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uncee 25%
25% - 50%
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Source: US Census Bunsay

places of employment where recent
immigranis with limited English
slalls can sustsin themselves eco-
nomically.

T prevent Chinatown from
shrnking or disappeaning altogeth-
er, AAFE, with the national support
of organizations such as Freddie
Mac, the Enterprise Foundation
and the Harvard Joint Center for
Housing, along with a broad group
of community organizations,
Inunched the “Rebuild Chinatown
Initintive” on July 8. Headed by
Weber, the initiative has the sup-
port of ehected officials including
U.5. Congresswoman Nydia

wez and New York City
Mayor Michae] Bloomberg.

“1 tnnk the issue of preserving
Chinatown goes beyond the bor-
dmod‘blcu- York C:Il!" {1
Chinatown,” says Weber, “This is
one of the few Chinatowns in the
country thut & Chinese American
can work in, live in and retumn 1o
because it is much, much more
than a toanst attraction. And now
thut it’s threatened, the presenvation
efforts have brought on citywide,
slatewide and national support. In
fact, the national suppart for the
initiative m how important this
COmMmuURITY i5.”

“We will seck a broad section of
imput from civic leaders. commimi-
ty and fralemal orgenizations, resi-

dents, business owners, and cultor-
al and arts institutions,” added
Chnistopher Kui, AAFE exscutive
director. "“The impact of the tragic
events of September 11th on
Chinatown was profound and far-
reaching. With the sypport of
important national panners joining
us, wie can complete an inlensive
review of our community and pro-
vide & blocprint for rebiilding
Chinatown today, one that will help
lead the commiumnity into the
future.”

Chinatown Yancouver —
Fighting the Future
Vancouver's Chinalown doss not E
have the acute housing crisis of 1'._
San Francisco or face the problems =
of & post-Sept. 11th New York. 2]
Instead, the challenge is far more
complicated and difficult to solve.
It is also a concern {acing every =
Chinatgwn in North America: the
fundamental demographic, eco-
nomic and social changes inthe =
hinese community. E
lnlhtpul the problems of
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Young dancers gt sy o ke the
stage af Dormver's Sakura Matsur.

By GIL ASAKAWA

:.n ﬁ'.l:.'nw has

"~ n severl-
Ht'tlnrnlmg e of
shops and restarants
that are almost all Japanese, with
many located in a clusier of build-
ings. Los Angeles has “Litle Tokyo,”
o larger district that covers several
mone biocks and inclodes the striking
miodern building which houses the
Japancse American Nathonal
Miseum

These ore the landmark enclaves
that have heen the hubs of the
Japanese and Jopaness Amenican
communitics fior decades in thess
citses. To rmatch them, Denver has
Sakura Square, our owr “Tiny
Tokyo"

Salura Square may be smadl, bt it
too serves as the hub for Denver's
Japancse andl JA community. It was
brah i 1972 in a-neighborhood
whene Jupancse-owned businesses:
had thrived for decades since Workd
War IL

In takes just o few minutes 1o tour
the onc-block concrete complex,
which inchudes Pacific Mercantibe,
the supermarket and sundrics store,
and the Denver Buddhis: Temple
slong Lawrence Sereet. On the other
side of the block you'll find Yoka's
Express and Akebono restsurmnts,
Nonaka's hairstyling shop, the Rocly
Meuwitain Jihe newipsper's office, an
antiqiec store, & Japanese book and
magarine store and & trovel agency.
The block is anchored by Thrrasd
Tower, a high-rise low-income apar-
ment bullding that houses mostly
older Japanese. A visit to Sakurm
Squarc 15 a boel immension into a
wuorrld where Japanese is the main
language spoken and people bow
slightly as they groet each other

Denver’s Japanese population is
relafive small, According to the 2000
Census, there are only 12,314 people
of Japancse descent in the city’s
metro area. The wotal 5 18,676
statewide, compared to 1148032
throaghout the United Siates. S0
Sakum Square docsn't have 10 sup-
poet the huge nurmbers of Japanese
whia flock to the Liste Tolyos or
Japaniowns of Califomia.

But it helps to have somewhemne we
can call our “home.”

Growing up in the world’s Inrgest J-
towm, Tokvo, it never occurred o me
that | was living among people who
looked like me and who spoke o lan-
guage other than English. It was only
afier | moved to the states when 1 was
8 years okd that | became a “mimsori-
. Eyen then, it didn’t really impact
me: very much, because in the

Northern Virgima suburb where we
Hved, | cBdn't have any Japanese
friends 1o identify with, snd I simply
forgot that 1 was anything but 3 white
kad in white-bread Amenca

It was ondy when | was slapped by
the occasional racist commem that |
was reminded that | wasn't hike the
other kids.

I'don't know if there is & Jepamcse
enchave in the Washingion, D.C.,
area. | know we never visiled one

* while we lived in Vinmnia. But every

woekend our family would pake into
the old green Plymouth Fury and
rumble into town (o & linde Japancss
Erocery stare i @ mosty Afncan
American neighborhood, where my
rrither wiouhd unlosd tray after try
of mechi mangu, sweet nice cakes
filled with azels bean paste, fior the

supply of Japanese food and stuples
such as nce, and then rumble back 1o
Virginia

So when we moved 1o Denver in
it fall of 1972 and saw Saloes
Squame, which was brand-new that
year and boasted nat just Pacific
Mercantibe but abso Granada Fish
Markes, which had fresh seafood but
also stocked & mix of Japeness und
Asrmerican grocerics (and, maost
imnportant to me, candy and other
snacks), it scemed 10 me thal
Denver's Japanese communily was
powerful indeed.

We merved into the suburbs and,
like our woekly drives in 1o :
Washingion, D.C., we trekked to
Salcurn Square every weekend to
deliver mochi and pick up supplies
for the weele. Much Ister | realized
thar was the extent of my Tamilvs
involvemend with Denver's "Tiny
Tokyo." Because we didn't atiend the

store to sell, We'd pick up our weckly

Shigeko Fao and Sholu Kal play the kolo a1 the Sakura Matsurn

Erarvgrs 2000 Baicsa Medsur photos coufiesy of 0l Asskaws

J'.Jp..u.l‘.a;u: restauram {my
parentx’ favorie for years
was the old Fuji-en on
Lincodn Street acmes
downeown from Sakura
Squuare ), we sveren't pan
of the commumaty

Since those vears ['ve
expenenced the scope and
vilalify of ethnic enclaves,
from Mew Yook and San Francisco's
enamous, noiky and bustling
Chinstowns o LA.'s Linke Tokyo
and San Frimeisco's Japantown. |
love being there, and loeling the con
centraded energy of the cultune thal 15
so alive. Enn says she poes 1o these
places to “recharge,” and that's a per-
fect description
of wiat hap-
pens when JAs
like us from
the Midwes
BITTVE Al our
own Meccas
I's 2 good
substiiute for
travehing 1o

gy, It certaanly,
i, emd lifie 1n
Denver would be so mach poorer
without it

With new pencrations of JAs grow-
ing up hungry for their henitape, the
places to “recharpe™ our culune will
become increasingly mione important
In the increasingly global environ-
meit, there is also an increasing inler-
eslin pan-Asian culture, and I've

{

Tanaka Sonse gats thrown — Dy his son

seen and heard Chinese, Koneans and
Southeust Asians shopping in
Jopancse enclaves: In Denver, we
love poing 1o the mostly Vietnamese
destnct ahong South Federal

= Bodtlevard, that includes the Far Easi

Center, and we also shop at the
Korean sores in Auron, the casiem
st 1hat congegMe ;I:mg South
Hovana Street. These areas recharpe
1 in a different wuy.

There 1 one other ™J-town™ that |
vistt, and 1 do it from home: The wir-
tu) J-towen that is availsble on the
Imternet

Through the Web, | am constantly
learmang showl snd connecting with
my Japancse heritage and my JA cul-
ture. One of my mast imporant com-
mamisties 1s an e-mail discussion
gronsp called “Ties-Talk.™ which i
hasted by the folks who nun the Lanle
Tokyo Service Center in LA s Litile
Tokyo distnict. | don’t know how
muny people belong to Ties-Talk, but
there 15 a lively group of core mem-
bers spread out from Japan 1o
Canady, with subscribers in Denver
Seatthe and of course all over
California. I've leamed a lot from
them, and sppreciste thesr fricndship

O a rocent road tnp through LA
and San Francisco, Enn and [ were
able 1o dine with members of the
Thes-Talk grocp and put some faces
1o names we've anly known online.
Wie've built real relationships through
our e-mails, and it's great 1o know
that & virtual community can be just
m vishle and powerful oz 3 real one.

It's all a way 10 stay connected with
our Topts, and 1o rechorge. B

AVINOH MAZLLTY MY

NOTE: You can read archives of dis- —

cussions and sign up for Ties-Talk e
mails a4t this page: hitp.fmembers.in-
pod.mrn.frunkﬂ' roomftiestalkities

Git Asakaws .o wrier: editor andl
condent consulitmg. You oon read mone &

Buddhust church and only occasional- oyae Shows ol her of his columnr at  http-Hnikked
Mayoda pranddaugh-

Iy drove dewntown 1o dine 5t o

for Haley at Denver's

vieascom.
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Creating

Traditions
Under a Full Moon

Chinatown is a community with a long and rich history. But the people of Chinatown — all of us gath-

ered here tonight — are a people marked by dislocation
or in generations recently past. Chinatown has long been recognized as a tourist destingtion in
Philadelphia, but not as a community of families living and work-
ing together. For this reason, city developments continually

encroach an our ability to exist.

We know for communities to be whole, we need places and
times where people can linger, interact and engage with each
other in meaningful ways. We recognize that for our children to
have roots, for our families to have a feeling of community, and
for our elderly to embrace memories and discover the power of
passing on traditions, we must continually fight for the time and
space lo celebrate, Festivals are times when the powerless
become poweriul — when families and community members
take over the streets and when “ordinary people” have the chance

dislecation from homelands either ourselves

to be part of art making and tradition making. Each year, if only for one night, on the streets of Chinatown,
all of us come together and change our world. This festival creates a place and time for people to bring
what they can to contribute to the life of our community. Each year, this festival serves to affirm our human
right to culture and offers us a chance to renew aur commitment to each other to celebrate and care for
our community and its people.

Delbbie Weir

— From the Mid-Autumn Festival 2002 Program Book

remember &5 & child, each
weekend, my parents took
the 20-minute tip o
Philadelphin’s Chinatown to
buy the staples of our culinary exis-
tence. |
-l
winder
up =nd
down the
crowded
misles ol
Wing On
grocery,
ahsorh-
ing the unique sights and smells
which always signified “home.” But
things “Chinese™ were just like that

— mide 1r7ps aken in stolen bits of
time out ol time, separate from my
daily “Leave It to Beaver™ exii-
lence.

I knew that one night a year, my
parents would take out 2 pink cand-
board box, Inside the box would be
four heavy cakes, made of a mix-
ture of bean paste and lotus seeds

~— & Unigue once-a-year bounty

from those weekly trips. My parents
would lovingly take out the moon-
cakes und offer them 1o us. We chil-
dren would screw up our faces al
the strange food, noses wrinkled
We'd take tentative tasies of the
precious cakes, then run off 1o
watch tefevision or hit the streets 1o

=

play half ball. | never thought sbout =
what my parents talked showt after
we all cleared 'out of the kitchen: |
never thought aboul why they val-
wed those four cakes so much

My (ather sometimes talked
abouit the Mid-Autumn Festival. He
was raised inan orphanage run by
Christian missionaries in Shanghai
THeugh his mother was alive, she
didn’t have enongh money 1o food
them both and gave him up o the
missionancs. One year, after the
Japancsc invaded Shanghai, they
closed the orphansge down and my
father retumed 1o higviflage 1o be 'g

See WEL page 102
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Yamashita Flower Farm, Inc.
—Specializing in Mum—

2346 Alisal Rd., Salinas, CA 93908
Phone: (831) 422-9361

KEE'S GREENHOUSE
YUAI NURSERY

Keishiro “Kee” Uchida
President
(408) 758-1814

Sales (631) 757-8200 - FAX (831) 757-2210

‘ll!“l'!l!'l‘ !":.l

Mancy Thomsen

T8V GRIFFIR STREET, TALIMAY, CALIFCRMUL TR -3T
B-A34-0001 = want B)I-474-700%

)|

(

25950 Encinal Road - Salinas, CA 93908

| Jo-Ann Husu maoto

. The Baby Branch

Infant % Childrens = Specialty Gifis

844 Park Row
Salinas, CA 93301
Tedaphona: (B31) 757-2098

&
A & O Clinic Phaemacy

AKIRA ADYAMA,_R. PH,
Compounding

Soecinkr!
&10 E. Romis Lona (A1) 758-0576
Solinos, Cinlilcoynia 93901 FAX (B31) THE-4061

pﬁ!ﬂ and pmpnﬂq
CRANFORD FERTILIZER

495 Cranford Place
Salinas, CA 53807
Phone: T58-0282

CEATRAL COAST GREENHOUSES, Inc Cﬂb

WEML YO 50
A AT AR

.ﬁﬂﬂﬁ’ AOLIDTYSE
Gonzales Rx Pharmacy

998~ Alla &t
GORLALEE, CA 99976
830 6T3-3643
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W [ [ [ [ [y ’!(rhl'4-&-@-[3[-/!7#-&;&'&(-)11 /|-

%

HOTEL

Seasomn's Greetin,,,

DOUBLETREEFE

SACRAMENTO

Tulelake Reunions 1, 11, 11, IV, V,
Sacramento Reunions 1, 11, NI,

incheding Nordstrom's
= Free parking

DousleTReE HOTEL
SachaMENTD
2001 Poinl Wast Way
Sacramento, CA 85815
B16-828-8855
fax: 918-024-0710
emall; Scotl_Sabierield 8 Hiton
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st B ecion o

DoublaTree was honored 1o have haslad:

Mational JACL Convention
Calitornia State Misei VFW Post Reunions
and Many other banquels, recaptions and special events

We Feature:
* ‘Comfortable accommodations
« Swimmireg pool, fitness room, spa
= Al day dining & fine dining restaurant
= High-energy Sports bar
* Adiacent to the Arden Fair Shopping Mall,

www.doubletree.com
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Allow us to be
a part of this very
special season.
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Season's Greetings

BA MAGNUS ENTERPRISES, INC.

Celebrating 25 years

Comibining the wisdom of the East with the technological advances of the West. Magnus has been
serving the Japanese American health needs with innovative nutritional supplements since 1978, We
would like fo take this opportunity to thank all of our membars for their loyal support over the decades,
miaking us the trusted name in quality nutritional supplements for 25 years

W invite you to celebrate this milesione with us,

Ba the firet 25 Pacific Citizen readers to contact Magnus and receive a complimentary full size bottie of
Magnus' exclusive formulation, Royal Green Silk, the only product on the marke! with mulbermry leaf
powder. Mulbemy lesl has been clinically proven to prevent the onsat and further complication of
diabetes and regulate cholesterol and blood pressure levels.

Q. I heard the mulberry leaf con reduce cholestersl and trighyceride
levels. Is this frue?
A According 0 8 university laboratory tesd conducied in Japan, A, A recent lest in Japan using rabbis with excessive levels of blood fais
the mulberry keal has the stongest ability to inhibit alpha- {cholesteral and trigiycenides) strongly suggests the mulbery leals fal-
plucosidase ctivity companed 1o 50 different health foods and lowering abdites.  Rabbils fed with the mdrect wene found o hove kower leveds
health leas known for their glucose-regulsing properties.  Adpha- of irighyomnides and cholesiend o the ver, and the effect appears o prevent
plucosidase & one of tha enzymes thal breaks down @ simpls he developmant of @ fei-rich bver. As expecind, rabbits thai were fed 2
sugar calied glucose in the small inlestines. Suppressang this placebo were found to have increased evels of tighycenides in thi Feer
mchivity weakens digestion of sugars, thersby prinventing the
sudden incresse in biood sugar level afler meoals - & majoc o
CONCEM in distubos. _/a‘

A Yes. The buth is hal today, mosi people don'l eal the
gcasidas activly? requined amount of vegetables. And iodiy's vegeiables, uniess
A The mulberry is abie lo supprese the actvity of the biood sugar erzyme organic, ane depleted of nuirents due fo the poor soll Hey're
mummmm:mdm.ww'wx grown in. Royal Green Sk, ulliring only organically grown
irihibiting activities of alpha-gluccaidass, can hereby lower preens, offers & solid spectum of gresn nutrients that 1 e
thmm:ﬂmmwm DNJ s found in sbundancs wm:tmm The mon: vegetables you sat, the

becrves. mulbesry, cloanet biood, becsusa vegotables dadooify
Hmmmmhmm,-iummnmm mﬁm*ﬁm“bﬂ'm‘m m
vl will not pocwr. This i processly what the malberry iaf does to stabiics cleaner the blood, the healthier you are bocause less disease-
blood-sugar level, which is also the primary mechanism in reducing e causing kowins B in your body. _/a
\:l_mﬂﬂm /
S0 that e learned of the benefits of the
GQ. What if I om clready toking medication for my disbetes E-ff:.— n-rgnﬂ.rl ot mulberry
taking nciude Royal Grosn A Mulberry leaf powder s avallable Magnus Enterprises, the
&?;ﬁ.mm.“m o your mhm:mn';uwum-uum Magnus i the fist
G T B et Lo e o || et m e L
innate 1o heal and itneif 50 that i
tdﬂun"lhl-':'b;nn mmup-:u ) - ’bﬂ Just call 1.800 262 4587 thn‘:ﬁumamﬂ“
ook years of Metsyle choices that created condition(s) Cteck onling
wﬁmmuwmmmamxm-umu www royRigreensill com, ool
can star io funciion property again. Be Patient!|
- W
To Order, call Or Shop Online at
800.262.4687 www.royalgreensilk.com
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he Intemational Dhstrict of Seatle
has been called the Pan-Asian cul-
center of the Pacific
Nonhwest, History dating back 1o
earky last century finds the immi-
grant stream from China, Japan and
the Philippines seitling in the
Senttle area just south of the gov-
emment center and cast of the
Pioneer Square District. Our histo-
v is well documented in “Secattle’s
International District, Making of a
Pan Asien Community,” by Doug
Chin, International Examiner Press.

The Intermnationsl Enstrect 15 one
of the few neighborhoods where
the new immigrants from the
Pacific Rim nations wene segrogat-
ed inlo one residential, retall and
commercial anea. Retail businesses
including many Asian restaurants
flourished in & 44-square-block
mrea that was noted atf the ime as
the Chinatown, Nihonmachi, and
Manilatown of Seatle.

Today the Intermational District
is still the center of activity for the
Agian American community. But it
wasn't easy o this unique
lifestyle in the middie of multi-mil-
lion-dollar developments in and
mround the community.

In the early 19708 AA activists
gathered in the Intemational

By
Bob Santos

The AA sctivists decided it was
time to protest the encroachment of
a Nurry of multi-miflion-dollar
public and private developments in
the neighborhood that also included
both Interstate 5 and Interatate 90
freeways, the METRO Transit
Tunnel, the Intermodel
Transportation Cenler, the Seattle
Energy Recovery Plam (garhage-
buming facility), & King County
300-bed work release center and
the Federal Justice Center Prison.

Some of these public projects
wire built but the lacter four men-
tioned were tumed away by the
action of AA activists. These same
activists poined the International
Distnict Improvement Association
{Inter*Im), a nonprofit organization
formed by the business sector,
property owners and low-income
residenits,

Imter*Tm lesmed the political
process and spent the next fow
decades writing proposals, Jobby-
ing local, state and feders] apencies
for resources to build hundreds of
units of housing for low-income
eldexly, low-income familics and
working people. Inter*Im also Jead
the Intemational District commumni-
ty in the development of the
International District Comsmunity

trict

Today the International District
coexists with new developments
that have been built in the core of
the district as well a3 on the perph-
ery of the International District
These developments include the
Senttle Seahawk Stadium, which
replaced the Kingdome in March of
2000, the Mariners Baseball
Siadium, and the five new office
buildings buill by Vulcan
Northwest, which is owned by
Microsoft cofounder Paul Allen.

Market-rate housing has also
been developed in the community
1 caler Io the new wave of down-
town professional workers who ane
maoving inlo housing closer to their

amongst low-income lenants,
working people and the youn
A coniroversy artme scveral
years agf when the McDonald's
fast food franchise wanted to move
st



YOKU SHITE
ITADAKT MASHITA:
Thank You for All
You Have Done

KODOMO NO
TAMENT:

For the S‘akn of
the Children

By
JOYCE NAKO

hete was & terrible mis-
take made in Litde
Tokyo, L.A. Or perhops a
senies of misstieps, mis-
commumcations, misinformation, and
it left 2 meas. | waiched a major fight
oocur in my homelown between peo-
ple who should nod have fought at all.
1 didn’t understand it dida’t Jike it,
didn't need it But i1 happened, and
we gotta deal with the aftermath. I'm
talking. of course, about the incluzion
of » Recreation Conter in or near a
visualized Art Park on the plot of
land also known as First Street North
What oubles me is the factional-
ism the debate cavsed, the scrimony
between folks 1 corsider local, nue
and national leaders. And af our
ageds), o'
Recently, 1 vitited Linde Tokyo, &
retumn after seven years, having

moved o Riverside County from Los
Angeles. My entire work life has
been spent in the ans and culture
noaprofit secioe, principally in the
Jopanese American community of
Los Angeles: | believe | have & suike
in ity funire becawse | pul time in i
past

Dutside the Legacy Center of the
Japanese American National Museum
are the wornds of one community
elder, now deceased Katsuma
Mukaeda had been an stiomey; his
enshrined quote lics on the plaza
grounds of our museum as follows
“Many crganizations were bom in
Little Tokyo that belped build a base
for oday’s commimity.”

The JA community | know and
love has 8 saying we nosd 10 revisit
Kodomo no tameni- for the gake of
the children

Currently there are two muzseums
on the plot of land founded by the 1A
commumity. Resting north of JANM.,
a relative newcomer, is the Geffen
Contemporary, the sscond home of
the Museum of Contemporary Ari
(MOCA). The Geffenwas tobe a
temporary site until MOCA'S huge
home at the top of Bunker Hill was
completed; MOCA is now in place,
an edifice o contemporary arl And
Contemrorary is the permancnt
Geeffen [Contemporery.

A third maseom, the Los Angeles
Children”s Muscum, was 1o be
inchided a2 the site, a triumvirate of
muscdms, perhaps an bomage 1o the
art concept of three: old, new and
coming neil. However, the Loy
Angeles Times recently reporicd that
the Childfen’s Museam won"t éxer-

cise their ophion 10 build in the space
al this time. citing financial difficul
tics. And il the Children's Museum
docs not go in, it shoald ease the path
for the Recreation Center to locate it
much-needed bome in its own com:
munity, which | personally would
like 1o gee

With many Nised retinng imo Linke
Tokyo, the youngsicrs are nocessary
to revive the zrea. My own temple
will shortly break ground in Linle
Tokyo with housing affordable foe
the aging membership. For relirecs,
the Recreation Center will ensure
maore fun mes with their grandchil-
dren because the competitions. will
bring io Little Tokyo middle-aged
parents escorting their winning
teams, with family and friends cheer-
ing them on, Designed 1o be & mub-
use facility, the Recreation Cenier's
wide ranpe of programa will croas
generational lines. To have a thriving
hub in Linle Tokyo, there mum be
frequent wisitors from the outskin
COMImAMTics ;

In California. Proposition 40 has
passed with $1 million allocated 10
preserving the three remaining
Japantowns in the state. With these
mankes, expect 1o see 1 fastchanging
cityscape in the vears ahead.

I vizited the Go For Broke
Foundation’s monument, located at
the northernmast section of the city
plot, facing Temple Streot. The hall-
dozen or so vets voluntecring & week-
end afternoon were generos with
their time snd knowledge. 1 saw my
father in them all; he foo had served.

I lightly touched the names and ran

I-I-H.‘:! STEVEN TAMABMATH]

my {inger acrois the cut stome, il semt
chills up and down my body. One vet
told me there were 16,000 names
there. | feli magnetzed 1o the stone,
and was especially affecied wpon see-
ing Okinawan names because that is
my heritage

Behrmd me sood 8 veleran exploimn
ing the history (o a young hakufin
cop; the Los Angeles Police
Depanmeni is headquariered dinectiy
across Judpe John Adso Strect hocated
west of the monument. The vet was
articulate: the young cop attentive

A fricnd recently lost her father,
whio had been a vet. She had been 50
happry to send him 10 France with his
buddies a year before his death. At
the funeral services, she found oot his
{amily had lived above Fopetsado,
the manju-ya on North Frrst Street
The last remaining auntie in the fami-
Iy had not remembered Hving there,
since she was born later. My friend
correctly commentod that after the
Nisei are gone, there will be no one
lefi who remembers.

The vets are a dying breed. Once
pone, there will be mo one lefi o el
their stonics. We are in the proceds of
changing the guards. And the future
guardizns of the monument and its
hstory will properly belong to the
wee ones, who will initially inhabat
the Recreation Center. Many may
someday serve in the srmed forces s
good Americant. And upon their
return, they will view the monument
in & new light, with knowledgeabis

cyes.
Later that day, | aniended a tribuis
for Sue Olabe ot the George and

=
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Japaness Conlectionany and Bakery
Makars of Mochi loa Cream

BHOP FOR YOUR HOLIDAY GIFTS AND NEW YEARS MOCH ORDERS AT OUR RETAIL STORES
BUECAWAYA MOCHS ICE CREAM 15 AVAILABLE AT BETTER MARKETS

JAPANESE VILLAGE PLAZA MITSUWA MARKETPLACE MITSUWA MARKETPLACE  PACIFIC SOUARE
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KEN NAKAOKA CO.

Feal Estate Services

Scnana s Grestings
s a Wenlvlly and Possprrens SO0Z

PALTFIC SOUARE CENTER (310) 323-4444
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SEASON'S GREETMNGS

from

Tokio Marine Management, INC.

SOUTHERN CALIFORMIA MNORTHERN CALIFORMLA

(626) 568-7600 (&50) 195-1180
RAFUL SHIMPD 800 E. COLORADO BIVD. 1825 5. GRANT 5T., STE 570
FASADEMA, CA 91101 SAN MATEO, CA 94401

FROM THE SPOKANE CHAPTER OF THE JACL

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF DENNY T. YASUHARA
October 28, 1926 — November 13, 2002

A tireless and tenacious civil rights proponent
whose spirit and leadership will be greatly missed.

So that his legacy and unwavenng commitment o equality and justice
may continue to benefit others for generations 1o come,
an educational scholarship has been established in his name.

A lifelong civil nghts advocase sad longuime JACLsctivist, Denmy was & member of the Spokane Chapter unce 1955 Ikhddmi-duﬁq:m
within the JACL, including chepier prendeni, Pacthc Northwest Dtenct Governadr, Pecific Northwos Dhitnict Legnilstrve Ed

Chair, Leghbative Education Comanstice Boad Membser, ULS Japsn Edocation Commitice Chair, and Natonal JACL Presidest. Dumh-lm'p'ﬂﬂﬁ:
Ruby Pin, the kights sward gives by Natiomal JACL He was decorated by the emperor of Japan with the 5% Order of ihe Sacrod Treasare, Gobd and Sibver
Rays, I'pxq:lﬂdbj-WmS‘ulti.‘mr:m‘vwrlhln{hrhhmdm‘Snvxthwudﬁmlhtmmﬂhlhﬁmﬂmﬁwmmdmﬁhw

Achievemnent Awsrd, and named “lapanese American of the Year™ by the Northes: Anan Weekly newapager

Those wishing to contribute may send donations to:
Denny T. Yasuhara Scholarship Fund
P.0. Box 30604, Spokane, WA 99223
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SEACON'S CREETINGE

AUTOHOME-BUSINESS+LIFE-BEMNEFITS

FUNAEQSHI « 1ITO - AlHARA
550 Lake Averne, Sufte 300, Pamacora, C4, 51101
TEL: (6006 70505 FAX 426 7612371

Red Skel? Faods, Je.

Home of the Best Cuuality Producis!

Misa Dressing
Sesame Soy Diressing
Teriyaki Sauce

+ Availahle m Ralphs, Gelson’s, and local Japancie grocery
i e For more iaformagen, call |-ERE-A-541 AD

Gourmet Sushi

Available in all Ceison’'s muhi
departments

For calenng, visel our sashd dep
or call EX6-93T-6501.

ital Resour: and

% Insurance, Inc.

Wishing Your Family
the Happiest of Holidays
and a
Wonderful New Year

Rick Kagawa CFP™, CLU, LUTCF and St
15081 Springdale Avenys
Huntington Beach, CA 52638
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Yamaguchi Termfte Control Service
inigsenors A ExSmas + Termis Aspors i Esorows
STATE LICENSE MO, 1052
Pl & Kol Yamagachi (XY GE3-1161
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& SEAFDOD COMPANY
Los Angeles * Miami » Las Vegas

Reno » Saoramento

| Camporats Ofice
550 CERES AVENLE
| L5 ANGELES. CA 80013

FAX: (213) 12011

PHOME: (3157 6120550 |
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GARDEMA VALLEY JAPANESE GULTURAL INSTITUTE

EXECUTIVE INRECTOR
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Happy Holidays
Irowm ihe mambars
Suniis Foursquane Church
Paul & Spring

Banking for All Generations
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SEMSHIN BUDDHIST
TEMPLE

1311 W. 37h S
Los Angulas, CA 90007
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Rev. Masao Kodani

May the Chrict that comes Info the worid
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S1. Mary's Episcopal Church
9691 5. Manposa Avenis, Los Angedes (213) 387-1354
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MARK OZAKL DDS
ANN, JAMIE, ALISON
(562) 941-2201

Be Peace & Joy Be Yours %

CHARILES & ALMIRA IDA
4948 E. Brookside Ave., Orange, CA 92867

Best Wishes

Kent T. Ochiai, D.D.S.
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CRALIG Y. TAKESHITA, D.IDL5
GEMENAL AND COSMETIC DENTIETRY

CERRITOS PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
10945 SOUTH STREET, SUITE 103A
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Iemaining busnesses
from thir oid
Japamown ora

ixth and Mam. Like First
\ and San Pedro in Loy
Angecles and Post and
Buchanan in San
Francisco, Sixth and
was the hean of Seattle’s pre-
war Nihonmachi (Japantown), It's
gome now and never really recov-
ered from the effects of the evacua
tion, bat it was headed for extine-
tion anyway bocause of circum.
stances and the evolution of the
Seatthe Nikkei community.

If you look around Sixth and
Main today, you will sec remnants
of what was once & vibrant but
modest commerncial district.
Remuining now are four Japanese
restaurants, incloding Maneld, the
oldest continuing Japancye restau-
rant in Seattle, having opened
sometime in the 19108, A Mikkei
drup xtore, o beauty salon ond &
barbershop run by a Shin-lssei cou-
ple, that’s Seattle’s Jopantown
today #

Two low-income senior housing
complexes arc also af the comer of
Sixth and Mrin,but Nikkel aren’t
the tenants; they don™t need that
kind of housing a1 this moment
The tenants are Filipinos, Chinete,
Koreans, Southesst Astans, eic.,
cd many of whom are new immigrants
= or refugees. The mixture of differ-

™ enl races at Sixth and Mazin has

& also brought shout businesses oper-
ated by the different ethnic groups
and includes a Chinese travel
agency, & Filipino drop-in center, a
Korean hair salon and =n Amencan
restagrant operated by a Korean,
The Issei first gmvitated to Main
Street 10 make it their ethmic
enclave, but why they chose Main

B

often been the case that Asun
groups follow cach other, 3o we
don't know if the lsser copied the
Chinese and moved to the Jackson
Strect area, bat the two groups
were within two blocks of cach
other in the carly 1900s

From Second Avenue up Lo Sixth
Avenue on Main Strect was the
beginning of Nihonmachi. Actoally,
the lssed before World War 11 called
it Mihonjinmachi or Japanese town,
but it"s now referred to as
Mihonmachi or Japantown to fol-
v the Chinatown maobd.

Scattle being a port 'of eniry,
there was & steady stream of 1ssel
male immigrants and later Japanese
picture brides who settled on Main
Sireet. Alihough Jackson Stiset,
witich Inier bocame the secondary
streel of Japantown, would have
scemed the better location for com-
mercial enterprises ond develop-
miend, it was Muin Street, decpile
its hilly location, that boceme the
primary artery for the Nikkei com-
mumity.

Jackson Street, the street onc
block south of Main, had four lanes
of imffic, bus stops, less of an
incline grade and grester pedestrian
traffic, so il was a busier strect. But
perhaps that is why the Lisei pre-
ferred Mnin, because it was quicler,
smaller, less congeated and thos
more conducive to living there. |

As Issei immigrants settled in the
neighborhood around Sixth and
Main, new businesacs began 10
appear to serve @ growing populs-
tion. Because housing wes neces-
sary, numerous hotels opermted by
the Issel wene made available.
Restsurants, barbershops, bath-
hiuses, laundnes, food stores, elc.,
were so0n added (o the mix. There
was also growth along Jackson
Street, the street directly south of

from Sixth and Main in all direc-

tions in the neighborhood. Theee
were even Isser basmesses on Ring
Street. where the Chinese had con-
gregated. The Chinese population
had been decimaied from the
expulsion from the city as well as
from the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882, thus making it dafficult for
Chinese men to be reunited with
their waves oF (D l!tt'i:ngI any women
over for marmiage. Many would be
relegated 1o bachelorhood, and the
community would not experience
steady growth us & result

It was different for the Nikke:
They expected to grow in mumbers
and lo expand their business com
mumity becouse of continued immi-
grativm and the formution of fams-
Ires. The commencial district even
extended 1o 12th Avenue and
Jackson, which 15 oday Liule
Saigon, although it was kind of like
an annex because Nihonmachi
proper ended near Eighth and
Iackson

In 1909 or 1910, depending an
which source you belicve, Nippon
Kan, a commaunity hall, was built st
Maynard and Washingion. Located
high on-a hill, sbout three blocks
away from Sixth and Muain, it
became the commamnity’s social
center. It was located in the Astor
Hotel, which contsined &
store and sewing school m
The location might have been okay
when the Issei were yiung, bt
they couldn't be expected to climb
up to it after the war, But that was
mood because Nippon Kon was

"abandoned by the Mikkei after the

war. It has since been restored by a
white anchitect, but mosi'al the
Issei didn’t live long enough 1o see
it reopen, ‘
With the Isss congregating at
Sinth and Main, Japaniown became
a sclf-contained unit where you
coubd find ically everything
you without having to go
outside jts boundanics. The

m-mqmm
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Sixth & Main, looking
wast on bain Streel. Th
busiding on the right i the
interrational  Termace
whare the Toyo Bank
Busiding used 10 be prior
1o WAL On the lefl s the

Fve a0 hasa o low-
nooma senion’ housing
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and they didn’t need to since they
could all carry on their busincsses
in Jupanese, As one Nisei said, vou
never saw anyone bul Japanese in
Japantown cxcepl for the postal
carrier or the delivery man

The hotel basincss was the
Largest emplover of 1ssei, followed
by grocery stores, lnundry/dye
works, cafes, barbershops, bath
houscs, photography studios and
dribg stores, of which there were
maore than five in Japantown. Thene
were even a couple of lsse-opernt-
cd movie thealers showing third- or
fourth-run Amencan movies

The Immigration Act of 1924
stopped immigration from Japan
end thus had an impect on the
Japunese community because there
was ni longer » flow of newcomens
to Mihanmachi as there had heen
before, Expansion and growth was
problematic because only the ones
atresdy here would need 1o be
served

Then, there was another major
sethack. The Depression hil in
1929, and everyone was alfected
by the catastrophic downtum,
Diwring this time the Japancse pop-
ulation of Seattle reached its peak
of E 448, the sccond in the
continentsl United States after Los
ﬁ.‘lth:L But it would decline 1
the entusing years as in the rest of
the country. Many Issei returned 1o
Japan during this period, some hav-
ing nchicved the economic success
they came for, while others Jeft duc
to other circumstances, sich as
desth of a father or mother, busi-
ness failure, poverty, racial dis-
crimination, or ] ing Lo
e just 3 longing

Aside from the Depression, there
was another factor that would have
& mujor fmpact on Japantown. In
the Mlzlﬂh. the city was plan-



neighbarhoods, primarily in the
Central Arca. The Seattle Buddhist
Temple was one of the victims of
this expulsion end buill a new tem-
ple near 14th and Main just prior
to this country”s entry into WWIL

I was the bombing of Pearl
Harbor and the later evacuation
that hastened the decline of
Jnpantown and struck the near [utal
blows to L. After the Nikke: vacal-
ed the arca, most of the buildings
were boarded up or taken over by
others who in many cases would
not ke pood care of the property
left hehind

When the Nikke did come back,
they discovered the anca had dete-
nomated a great deal. Blacks from
the South now occupied & greal
many of the units on Jackson
Street, the secondary streed of
Nihonmach:, Main Street, howev-
er, wits where the Nikkel tied 1o
regroug. It was a differem situation
now because only 4,700 Japanese
came back o Sealtle compared to
the 7,000 who lived there just
before WWII

MNevertheless, the Isser and Nise
persevercd and some semblance of
# Japaniown began to form again,
although not in the same size and
strengih of the prewar days. Hotel
operation was once agxin the major
occupation of the 1ssei, these being
residential hatels for a transient
populntion. Before WWIIL Mikke:
operuted somethimg like over 200
hotels, and this was Ihi:-ugh! of 45 a
convenient accupation and one not
requiring fluent English language
skills,

Nihonmachi was now a mone
multiracial arca thut included
Jupanese, Chinese. Filipino and
blacks. With the four racial groups
living cheek to jowl, there was 2
mave 1o conperale with one anoth-
er and enhince the arca that was
once dominated by Japantown
Therelore, an organizition called
the Juckson Sireet Comumumity
Council was formed 1o work for
the safety, health and well-being of
the people in the neighborhood.

The council got increased light
ing for the streets, worked 1o get a
TB X-ray bus 10 come 1o the
ncighborhood, got 8 retaining wall
on Jackson Street to stop mud
Mows, and did other things 1o bet-
ter conditions in and around
Jackson Street.

The Inckson Strect Community
Council started in the 1950 bt
didl nol tast imto the 1960s. By
then, younger Asian groups staned
10 coalesce and form organizations
that expanded the programs that
were sianed by the older residents
of the Jackson Street neighhbor-
hisod. -

Another sttempl a1 interracial
cooperation was an Intemational
Festival in 1950 as pan of Seattle’s
Seafmr civic celebration that saw
the: Japanese, Chinese, Filipino and
black groups put on & culiural fes-
tival to showcase the various ars.
Events such as a fashion show, tal-
ent show, camival, bon odori, an
exhibit, e1c., highlighted the festi-
val.

One mapor aspect of the festival
was 2 gueen conlest. Esch of the
four racial groups named & dueen,
and they competed for the title of
Mizs International Center. The
winner was the automatic candi-

- L
Proto Counaey of B Wing Loks Aaae Lissam

Manaki Gardens (circa August 1840} balone World War Il on Gth Avenue abowe Man Streel. The gamdan had &
miniaiure castie and elaborate pandan with o iond (gale) entranca, N his mone modos! guantens now on Gih

Avenie south of Main. Pictured s Mr, Tokuzo Sato, the owned ol the ganden & ths Lma

Prooin Counsgy of 0w Wing
Lisd At Mbiinrs

The Japanese Chamber
of Commaice’s foal in the
Potisich Parnde taken on
Aug. 1, 1841, at the cor-
nar of Bth &nd Main
Pictuted are four Nissi
WOmen, dressad &8 s
s, On the front of the foat
= 8 sign saying “For
Didonas, Buy Unitgd
States Sovings Bonds ang
Stamps.” To the lah of the
loat is the Toye Bank
Bulldng To the right of the
Moat | tha Panarma Hobad

dae for Scalair Chucen, who
meigned over Seatthe’s annual
Seafmr civic celebration. Miss
Intemational Center was chosen by
lodtery from among the four
queens.

Allter the winning Miss
Intemnational Center represented
onc racial group, thi race was inel-
igible to competerTor the tile the
next year The gandidates repre-
senting the three remaining groups
competed for the title the following
vear, then the two remaining racial
groups after that.  Finally, the one
remaining queen representing the
racial group that hadn't been
selected previously sutomatically
became Miss Iniemational Center,

It never went that for becouse the
International Festival folded after
three years. Ruby Chow, a leader in
the Chinese community, organized
a committee among her own ethnic
group and withdrew from the
International Festival. The Chinese
organized a "Chinatown Might”™ as
part of Scafair. With the withdrawal
of the Chinese, the International
Festival endod.

Chow szid one of the reasons she
helped crgamize o separate Chinese
festival was that the queen contest
wasn'i right. All the four queens
representing the different racial
groups should hive been allowsd
o vie for Seafuir Queen, but only

the one named Miss International
Cenler was

With Chow and the Chinese
poing their separale ways, the
Intemational Festival discontinued,

leaving the Jupanese — which still |

had bor odort &5 part of Seafair —
and the Filipinos on the outside of
the Scalair celebration. The blacks
were able to join another black
group that had organized a Mardi
Gras as purt of Seafuir in another
part of town

Chow's move left a biner tzsie in
the mouths of some MNikket, and
they weren'[ above cniticizing her,
especially Budd Fukel, editor of the
Northwest Times), o semid-weekly
Nikkei paper. Chow's message
was, however, that the other groups
could organize their own festival
just as she and her group had donc

As the vears wen! by, the hotels
and bunldings in the old Japantown
gren pot older and derelict; and the
zrea pol mone dangenous, espocially
on Jackson Street where people
were 1old not to walk of night when
befone the war it was considercd
safe. In the meantime, the Issel and
Nisei were moving away from
Nihonmachi and the adjacept
Central Area and inio homes not
too far away, especially on Beacon
Hill where, when Nisei got mar-
ried, it seemed all of them were
buyieg hames. Some Nisci called it

“Japanese Hill

With fewer Nikker coming 1o the
ares of Sixth and Main, there was o
noticeable drop in customers and
businesses in the old Japaniown
The buildings were getting old and
vacant, and hardly sny new Nikkei
busincsses were appearing, There
was one bright light, however, [t
was Uwajimaya

Having started on Main Strect
between Fourth and Fifth avenuoes
i old Japantown, Uwajimaya was
a kind of mom-and-pop store that
sold Japanese foods, Fujimatsy and
Sadako Monguchi operated the
store with the help of their childmen
and employees. The children were
not expected to be full-time
employees of the siore because it
was pot that big an operation, and
they were planning caroers of their
oM.

When Fupmatsu Monguchi .
became ill, he asked his No. 2 son,
Tomio, who was working ot Bocing
ai the time, 0 take over the opera-
tions of % store. With Tomio in
charge, the store took off in new
directions and becatne m icon in
the city. Tomio decmed his parents”
wiore 100 small and developed 3
bigger one at Sixth and King. Years
later he would develop an gven big-
per one, which wold be called

See SUGURO/page 82
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM

THE INOUYE FAMILY

..peace on earth
Mike and Pat Kaowamoto

caemitos. calformia

Hoppy Holidoysl
Kenneth & Dorothy IKEMOTO
Cruritos, CA
Kiete & Teiko 1 Lo
Anaheim Hills, CA
I{.IFIIKEMGT!'.I |

Fullerton. CA

Season’y Grrectings

RUTH M. GOYA

I8 Ko Repeal Flace
Ansheim, A SI800 Thimyw

HOUDAY GREETINGS |
Dim & Nancy “Lanizaki
Melody & Stephan

Laoka Forosl, CA 2830

Holiday Greetings

Adk
FYYYS yoshi Junioo
AdAds W u.‘,’
Yy YT
;am_ Yy Cerritos, CA
]

Season's Greetings
KAZ & MARY MARUMOTO

T2 50 Rossdy [Ene
ol e, T8 FI705

Happy Holldoys

THE EUSATO FAMILY

A CERRITOS, CA 90703

WFEoZRFEPLLEITFLT,
ORANGE COUNTY JAPANESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION

the Nikkel pogpraletion of
Crrarge Conanty

Social and communily
service o

OCJAA
505 Somih Resl Drive, Sufie 103A, Ansbeim Hilks, CA 92807
Tel:(TI4)283-3551 Faxz(714)183-3413
& A Rige

Merry Christmas

a a
‘H‘c.-’p}uy New Year

TUCO

ity + Comraecial « flongi + blobde Pasta

TRICO Tradirg Company Inc
BARE Wastidr Avdiud, Sule N
Buena Park, CA 50621

[T1d) 522-7253

Fax [714) 522-T258

WESTMONT REALTY

WESFCREEK
CORPORATION

Sacramenlo
Expo Inn
Center of Sacramento Commerce
Cal-Expo & CS..
916) 92298313

3

Auto Body Repair & hﬁrﬁéﬁﬁé
DOMESTIC « FOREIGN = FIBERGLASS

OKUDA BODY SHOP, INC.

Terry Okuda

320 M. Anaheim Bivd. = Anaheim, CA 92805
(714) T74-3204 » Fax (714) 774-4909

GREETINGS

g8 TrOMSON & NELSON ;

& FROFLESIOMAL LAw ConPoRATION
151 CAST WHITTIER DOULEVARD, SWITE 400
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA ROBON-2186

ALEXANDER D, THOMSON TELEPHONE TELECOPIER
JOHN G. NELSOM (662} BAG-3536 (562) 6032866
{714) BEJ-DETA

‘Hli_;gpy Holid ays
Harvey & Parmelee, LLP

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

13215 E. Penn Street, Suite 101
Whittier, California 90602
S62-698-989)

Fax: 562-698-0428

asP)

MICHAEL E. PARMELEE RICHARD SCRIVANICH

Season's @wntmgﬁ

JERRY LEONARD, C.L.U.
INSURANCE SERVICES INC.

CIEATIVE LISES OF LINE INSUIRAMCE
T FLINDD BRLISESESS AN FAMILY NEEDS

A

A

1

(310) 7971 - 8444

25500 HAWTHORNE BLVD., SUITE Zli'l;'ll'.
TORRANCE, CAS0505-6528




S2001 Undon Bank of Califormia, NLA, Mamiar FOIC

“7/? wish you and yowur /?um}_/;/
F i £
@ /mﬁ/‘ Y- holida Yy season.

ORANGE OFFICE:
500 Sovth Main Street Oronge, Co. #2868 Tel. 714-565-5500
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The two photos above and below depict a protest rally in
Chinatown against Liberty Place in June of 2002

BACKGROUND

or decades Boston's
Chinatown  has expenenced
instances of environmesntal

injustice. During the urban rencwal
period in the | 9505, the state and the
federal povernment decided to put
Intersinte-93 in the middle of the
neighborhood. By the 19605,
Chinatown was dealt with yet
another major mad project in the
form of the Massachosells
Tumnpike. These two major high-
wuys crisscrossed the land, cousing
Chinatown to lose one-half of the
svailable land and over 1,500 units
of housing. The loss of housing
pocurred during a prvotal nme when
most Chinalowns scross the country
were expericncing a rehirth after the
removal of racially restriciive immi-
gration policies in 1965
By 1974, Chinatown mhented yet
anopther byproduct of urben reneswal
The city moved its adult entenain-
ment distngtl area away from what
would become the new home for
city hall and zonmed it next 1o
Chinatown, Furithermore, through-
out this perod, small instiusions
such s Tufts University and the
MNew England Medical Center
stealdily grew to become huge enti-
tits — eventually gobbling up over
one-third of the land in Chinatown
Understznding and reacting (o this

history, Chinasown organized 1o
begin @ neighborhood master-plan-
ning process in order to curh the
growth of all these institutions and
the negative impacts associaied with
7 their expansion. This process would
= culminate in 1990 with the
= Chinstown Comrmunity Plan, which
would nlso  delineate  where
Chinatown could grow. The plan
was signed by city officials and cod-
ificd ms Taw in city roning reguls-
s,
LIBERTY PLACE

ore recently, in lieu of

fighting institutional

cxpansion the battle has

soiie, Decemper 2002

B Pacmwe Crizen Hounay

The gate into Boston's Chinatown

iberty

Text and Photos Courtesy
of ANDREW LEONG

been waged aganst gentnfication
By the late 19905 the booming
cconomy fuchked development pro-
posals. Chinstown was faced with
having to deal with over 30 devel-
opments in and sround it that had an
imipact on the cammunity
Meanwhile, city officials wene han-
dling such proposals on a develop-
mem-by-development  basis, never
bothening 1o examine the totality
effects of these pmjects on this
COMImUniLY

Liberty Place is one of these
developmients proposed in the com
mercial . section of Chinatown
Onginally planined as  an
office/metai]l  complex, the designs
were changed o reflect the new
market demand for “luxury rental”
apartments. The building will be
200 feet in height, with 439 spari-
ments, retail stores on the ground
floor, and a garage for 471 cans,

In an area where Chanatown resi-
dents nre making a median income
of 514000 year, the project was
designed o entice the voung hip
orban  professional (making over
260,000 year) secking to live in a
“funky” ethnic neighborhood. The
average real for 373 apartments in
the comples, would be
52, 800/month.

The plans are outrageous since
the area is zoned for no mare than -
10 stpries in height, yet the develop-
er “briginally proposed a 30-story
building. This obviously is ouf of
scale with the rest of Chinatown.
This is ¥ the type of devel-
opment that the 1990 Chinatown

Master Plan was trying 1o avid —
since it would establish o precedent
for future developments to use 30
stories as the stndard height, thus
creating the undesirable “canvon™
cffect for the rest of Chinnown

After more than two wvears of
development review' and commeni-
1y oaifery, the developer and the city
decided 10 reduce the height by a
mere two stones, from 3010 28 aop-
ries. In each and every community
meeting the proponenis of the pro-
ject clamed that they would not e
able to reducethe size of the devel
opment since il would not be eco-
nomically feasible, nor could they
provide any funher “affordable™
units since they did not have the
funding

Yet on Aug. 6, 2002, the day of
the Zoning Board of Appeals hear-
ing where the developers formally
requested a vanance of the £-10-
story @oning height hmit, they
somehot were sble 10 comjure up
sdditional affordable units — bring-
mng the oversll number of below-
market-rale units to 66. Such min-
mal community benefits in compar-
scm with the long-1erm harm cannog
Jjustify or compensate for the total
ouiright vialation of the zoning reg-
ulstions, vel the Zoning Board of
Appeals unanimously gramicd the
variance despite vocal community

w‘hﬂl‘l.

The city's decision to suppor this
development results in an abdica-
tion of their duty 1o enforce Zoning

L]

regulations for & commaunity that
has been threatened histoncally and
currently. The city has chosen to
side with 8 pro-business/develiop.
ment approach to the expense of the
residents.

Companng the city's actions in
Chinatown with that of another eth-
nic neighborhood (the North End
an Italian district), the zoning regu
lations for the North End were
estobhished back in 1996 for 55 feet
in height and have not been violat-
ed. Yet varances of the zoning rog-
ulations-appear 1o be the rule mther
than the exception in Chinatown

It left the commimity with no
choace but to mount & histonc chal-
lenge by bringing the first lawsuit
ever filed by Chinatown against the
Zoning Board of Appeals.
CHINATOWN'S FUTURE

The future of Boston Chinatown
15 questionable, As pentrification is
threatening to hit full force in
Chinatown  the community has
already begon o feel ihe impact,
since some tenants have scen their
rents rased dramatically.

The gentrification impact would
also be ncute since Chinatown Cur-
réntly has about 1,500 housing
units. The number of market-rate
units that* have been by
Liberty Place would ﬂml:
25 percent of all houging svailable
in Chinatown. )

Even though Liberty Place is not
i the position to begin consiraction

See LEONG/ page BS



SACHI SEKO ¢

lesting 1o the
capncious charac-
ter of fragmental
memary and revi-
stonisl history, the
ethnic enclaves from which we
came and called “home™ are cre
ations homogenized by illusion and
reality. With advancing age, we
Misci resemble sleepwalkers, cary
g paths through clouds of dresms
— ever urgently needing (o quict
the wrenching yearning to find ous
way home — home before dark.

In an often recurming memaory,
circa 1932, 1 cling to the reassuning
hands of my grandparents — onc
on each side and [ in the maddle —
danmng to jump and to skip with
irmepressible delight, hastening their
dignified pace, further encournged
by their forgiving, consenting
smibes. 1t is o rare Saturday excur-
sion into LA "s Little Tokyo and |
stare with cuniosity at so many oth-
ers physically rescmbling me.
Anaother child offers a tiny yellow
ball of & cookie. Taught not to
acoept from strangers, [ hesitate
until my grundmathes presses a
permissive hand against my back. |
accepd the swoet mehing treat and
thank the giver in Japanese. We, of
two cultures, instinctively moved
from one language to another with
seamiess case. All these years later,

I am bath bemused and amased
that | occasionally think in
]a[\.mrw f.|||||||:' vo lacate an ade-
quade English equivalent for a
word or @ phrase

Then the war of 41 |1.'n.1n|||,|||.,|:|l
the demize of those enclaves, expa-
tinted as both heaven and hell on
earth — whichever imigrpietation
socommuoxdated best -~ distinctive-
Iy, termitorially our awn, Collective
pariahs-marked by ancestrul blood
pawns of political finesse and egre
glous prejudice, denied our basic
cilizen nghts, reduced 1o only what
we could camry, the lights went ot
in Little Tokyos and Nihonmachis
scross the West Coast, Years Ister,
finally released from the confine-
ment of crude barracks in concen-
tration camps deliberntely isolsied
in no man's land — clutching the
conlemphible government largesse
of 525 and a ticket out, we suffered
the cruel reality of finel displace-
meni. There wat no longer a haven
1o call our own — the Little
Tokyos and Nikonmachis of pre-
war days having been quickly
claimed and occupied by others —
i|m|'|.a:!} SCOUTREs of a sociely
uncgual by moe and color.

My family, like several others,

expsted within me the

t io go home — abandoning

people. When | was a child in

Caliform, 1 recal]l ohseeving, tem
fied, 1the
W

f slrokes ol my
i further and furthe
T me — the metapho
by fear | recall the $mell
i salt water, the screach of gulls
the crashing and foaming of waves
and al Li_l.:, ‘s end an indescent
benediction casl over waler
Always there was a final ritual —
scanning the sky for the sight of
first star upon which fp place a
secrel wish — never doubting its
deliverance — true believers all.

Years later, it was time to show
my son that | too was an issue of
the sea. Armogantly confident, 1
shrugged nway my hoshand's sug-
gestion of purchasing & map. |
know . my way home — remember
it by hean. Too soon il Was appar-
eni the geography had changed. All
the landmarks were gone. Streets
were now frecways. Traffic moved
quickly, rudely — everything was
movement — cars and people in
haste. Since it was close 1o dinner-
time, my hushand reluctantly con-

sented 1o dining in Lintke Tokyo
mither than at the nice hotel whene
wie were staving, The few remiin
ders of my childhood appeared
neglecied and unkempt. Or ia it
possible grime 18 invisible o
unprejudiced eyed? Pedestrians
pushed pasi as I|'|-::n|.!EI1 we presenind
an impediment. No foendly smile
encouraged the soliciation of a
restauran! recommendation or
directions to an old familiar confiec-
tionery. The moming of our depar-
tufe we ook a last stroll an the
sandy shore of n beach desered
except for a solitary walkes
Crwermaght, the weather had
chanped and fog ralled in. The
inviting sca of my childhood mem-
ory was cold and gray

It is the lnst day of Augost 2002,
Earlier this month, | observed my
Thth birthday. Sustained by phar-
maceutical miracles which barely
minimize the excruciating pain, 1
wonder if | have overstayed — 69
being the u.iu:li’:-"mlglcali age which
mercifolly claimed several female
family members. My Tamily, now
consmsting of one son and wo sis-
ters, in rare sympathetic solidarity
assures me | sueceed in the dishon- |
esty of appearing healthy, mlr-’g

See SEKQ/ page B8 =
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LA’s Little Tokyo -
Past
and Future

By Bill Watanabe

A dererview with a J00-year-old
Nikked mon:

"When | was bom in Little
Tokyo i 1904, 1t was a lot differ-
ent place than it is today. | was
delivered by a midwife and we
lived in 5 boarding house on Arusa
Street near where the JACCC Phiza
is today. As a kid growing up, there
were muny different notionalimes
hiving there because it was consid-
ered the “non-white™ part of town
In fact, just down the street from
where we lived, there was a church
called the Arusa Street Mission
that used 10 have services some-
times all day and all night and peo
ple came from all over the world 1o
soe what was going on. | heard that
this church was the beginning of
the whole Pentecosial movement.

“I remember when [ was abou
10 vears old, there were maore and
more Japanese-owned businesses
opening up around Farst Sireet and
San Pedro Street and | used to play
with other kids my age because
more furmilics were living around
there. | don't remember when we
first started 1o call the area “Linle
Tokyo" but it seems like it became
known st that sround the 19305,

“In the "30s, Little Tokyo was
really jumping and it was 2 nice
neighborhood, we knew the people
who ran the grocery stones and the

shops; many of them lived i
rooms ahove their shops. On the
weekends, when the farmers and
other folks would come in from the
outlying areas to do thelr shopping
of el a haircut or something, the
sireets would be pretty jammed
with all kinds of Tolks. Nowadays,
you can buy ofu or ramen ot any
Ralphs market but in those days
you had to go to o local Jupancse
market or come down to Linke
Tokyo. There used to be Tresh fish
slands and vegeiohle stands on
Firsa Street, and vou could buy
razhim, octopus, and other items
that the wesem markets didn't sell
Thode were the days when Little
Tokyo wis a real neighborhood

“1 wsed 1o work in the San
Fernando Valley for o Japanese
ﬂuu.l:r r_n'ml."r. L= U\E\d I FaElse
carnations, chrysanihemums, and
anermonies. 1t was hard work and
that Valley sun would really beat
down on us. My wife and ] lived in
a small apartment in Boyle Heights
and she worked 81 a sewing school
in the San Pedro Firm Building.
next 1o the old Union Church

O course, World War 11
changed our world practically
overnight. We had to pack up ous
things in pretty short onder. Some
of us went 10 the old Uinion Church
and other people went 10 (he old
Mighi Honpwanji Temple and took
the bias owl of wown; we didn’t even
know for sure where we were
headed!

“By the nme-the war ended, we
hod three ggﬁ\rmg kids w0 we
decided walive in the San Fermando

- Valley and 1 became a gardener. [

still emember though
bringing the whole family
to Linde Tokyo on the
weekends. | would dnve
down San Fernando Road,
cul across the LA, River
on Los Feliz Boulevard.,
and tum up Riverside
Dmve near the Molhallond
Fountain, drve through
the tunnels near Solano
Canyon, head up Hill
Street in Chinatown, and
then left om First Street
into Litthe Tokye. As soon
a3 we armved, the kids
wonild want to go to
Fugeisudo for sweets. or
to the Taul Watanabe
building 21 First and San
Pesro 1o buy a hot dog
from the hot dog lady
Afler shoppng, some-
nmes gerting o haircul of
sloppang at-Jack's Auto
we would go to the Far
East or 1o the Sugar Bowl
for u dinper out. That was
pretty special back then;
we didn’t cat out very ofien

“In the 19504, they lore down &
whole block of Litle Tokyo in
order to build Parker Center. Then
they tore down the buildings across
the streel on San Pedro where 1
used 1o take my car for repars;
Mo I8 e Just o |'u|:k|h|g siructane
and parking lod

“I noticed that in the "6k and
Tk, a Reqal the ald buldings wene
being torm down and neplaced by
new office towers like the
Sumitomo Bank buiding and iHe
New Otanl Hotel, 1 guess the new
hanldings nre nice (o look o and
all, it the ald '.'I\,I:Ild!ﬂﬂj had & lat
of history and memonies that con-
nected people to the neighborhood.
I'm glad they kept the First Street
section between San Pedro and
Central just like it has been for 100
years; it reminds me of how Littie

| %)

p-o:::,:._-,u,m-m SAEAGARE

The Far East Café, with its famous “Chop
Suey” sign, closed down after the 1894
MNorthndge, CaMl., sanhguake. Renovalons
on the building ame scheduled o begin this
wintas, with & re-opening expected i the fall
of 2003.

Tokyo used to be, and how 11 hax
served our Nikkel community for
w0 miny vears. You know, once
vou tear it down and its gone, you
can't bring back the history and
connections.”

This fictionalized interview is
sctually & composite of a number
of comments | have heard from
senbor citizens dunng my 25 years
of working in Little Tokyo. It
peinis ol how important i i Lot
1o remember and stay connected
with our past while we plan for the
future, and 10 remember our her-
itape as we work for the goal of
matntaining @ historic neighbeor-
hood

This ts what we at the Little
Tokyo Service Cenler Commumity
Development Corporation (LTSC
CDC) have been trying 1o do & we
embark on two projects st the same
ume: the renovation of the Far Eas
Caié building, and the effons to
atitain a Linle Tokyo site for o
multi-court, multi-purpose recre-
alion center

The Far East Café
Nothing seems to evoke the kind
of emotion and fond memonies of
Lintle Tokyo fike the old Far East
CafE Which was in the stareftont of
the The Far East building, The café
is part of the siring of 13 buildings
that ere set mostly on Finst Street in
1o the old Liftle of
150K, wr
Community activists in the
15805 pressed for the establishment
Sae WATANABE/ page 93
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| Season’s Greetings | ﬁ“""ﬁ""“"
John and Nancy KONISHI

Brown [

1374 Aakrenrth Circle
Cerribes, A S0703

13202 Aclaro 51
Carmitos, CA 90703
Season's Greefings | . Doy il

p George & Yasi
Mas Cﬁ')‘ii‘ﬁ'ﬂ YASLKOCHI
Takesh 1'_?.:2' i I“—I”E'"hh;;ﬁ;
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H. TAKEGLIMA

Festive Holidays
BLUE HILLS NURSERY AND GIFTS

16440 E, Whittier Bivd.
WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 90603
(562) 947-2013

FRANK NAKAMURA, C.C.N.

TOYO TRADING

Imporiers of Decoralive Nems

10240 Matermn Place

F.O. Box 2687

Santa Fe Springs, CA
80670

Phone: (562) 846-2121
1-800-669-B696
[562) B46-0044

Fax:
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Asao & Kyoko

KUSANO |
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Hirom| Ucha,
Karl Lewva,
and Chandler Smith

DENISI
HIGUCH!

I Ed, Karen-Lians, |
| Caithe, Jilro & Anl||
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s

Tovo ish

& Familusg

APEE W, Dlve A
Fullaron, CA 52833

L AL GIVCE TIG:

Henry and Miwako Nishizu

{714} 530-6133 8610 Hilicrost R, Buona Park, CA BDGE21

KOTAKE FARMS

Happy Holidays

KOTAKE FARMS

Muiling Address
PO. Box 1048

Camarillo, Califormia 9301

Ofice: (BOS) 3E9- 1825
FAX: (805) 369-1731

Chifford Kotake
Glenn Kotake
Crag Kotake
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YOSHIO KINJO

NEW YORE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

NYLIFE SECURITIES INC.
JI30 E IMPERIAL HWY,
SUITE 100
BREA, CALFFORANIA 92821 Fegsiored Represertative For
BUSINESS (T1 .
mﬂm“ ;ﬁ,_;ﬁ;z 100 \vliFE SECURITIES ING

Mutual Funds
Vartable Anndieg

| s ; ICA Siate Lic. #0465264
The Compeany You Keep®
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T Mendoza's Mexican Food
B0Z1 5. Norwalk Blvd.. Santa Fe Springs

[Morwalk & YWathington)

LY 562-692-4491
Addd  Jun & Toshiko
AAAMS  Fukushima |
LY
Ferving suthentic Mexican Tood
M‘ﬁ“‘ Cerritos, CA Tersday through Sunday from Jam 1o 4%

|| Mempdo Saturdays and Sundays

I}&g‘ -

Happy Holidays to our JACL friends!
Ou Memory of
Clarence Mishizu W

THolon Nichige

BJ Watanabe, Ron Osajima,
Jason (17 yrs.) and Kelly (12 yrs.)
821 Rancho Circle

2025 Via Lucia
Yorba Linda, CA 92886

Fullsion, CA G285 | mﬂ; BIWitanabe @ dol.com -
Iy 'Limpgay H ) c*’,\;‘.;g Menny Chaistmas
oliduys ‘;“I‘i\x <. Kawase Family
Fl.l‘l]li Karasawa “*s%=  Frank, Joan & Jennifer
M. IREYAMA _4_ 1-E3HT .

Weakiing Evergone
Fappy Wolidays

=~ ;
(\\‘}" TATELIAY AND PARTNERS, INC.

Season’s Greelings

Mas Lawnmower

7561 Commonwealth Ave
Buena Park, CA 20621

o KKRC ANTIQUES .
% G deyg 1 BT ST SO
-t

K Mgt -
E§5] Fricriaodd Raed
Feeba Linda. CA BSE8E

(T14] G6-ATRE
rcanbcosla oom
Swanrwl Cferetingd
The Kuboms May il redemptize 1
T P iyl Phir praion &
sl Lana e T

Jun & pracdful fedus
em, Kk & Raind
Svrombikg Mary & Kazuo
bt & Caree
Errxtyl b fardhyr.

15930 Youngenad [
Wetuatier, A (e

Hon, Carddyn, Lashnd
Tt bt Rl

Momimishi | _
Season's Greetings
Peter and Makiko Ola

T, Calilarmia
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
TANAKA'S
Caorpe, Susan, Emily & Gragme
Lovg, Beasch, CA

- HOUDAY GREETINGS
Gerald & Kathy Tanaka

and Justin
Anaheim, CA 92801

Yokoyams |

GARDEMING BQUIPMENT - SALES & SERVICE e .
i =
SEASON'S GREETINGS Bast f01shes 29 Al
JiM & Yas Oxazaxa
MissioN Vigo, CALIFORNIA Evelyn C. Oi

Hiroshi & Tami Kamei

319 5. Peralbta Hills Dr., Anshecim, CA $I507-3520

season’s Greetings
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&

(562) 598-9523

Establihed 1965

Hoy & Miki Tel. (562) 926-7317
Russ & Rod — \

16400 5. Pioneer Blvd,, Norwalk, CA 90650

HEMBER; SILANOCO CVLAFTTR

NOW IN ORANGE |
COUNTY! |

Propricton

Irnperial Sewelyzy Go. Ine.
Custom Designing-Repair

Harold & Mary Jonokuchi

Best Wishes for a Happy Waliday Season

Doris & Henry Kumada

12551 Semora 51, Cemnilos, CA 90703
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Fine Jewelry

11072 Los Alamitos Bivd,
Los Alsrmizos, CA 90720

IN MIMIS PLAZA,
13951 CARROLL WAY
TUSTIN, CA 92680
(714) 731-6980 = 731-T085

Two Other Locations

s
IN HACIENDA CENTER m
1683 5. AZUSA AVE FYY Yy
HACIENDA HTS. CA FYYY Ty
1626) 912-0908 FYYYY Ty

[N ALBERTSON SHOPFING CENTER ST
927 £ LAS TUNAS DR, -

SAN GABRIEL, CA

{626) 267-9973

Holiday Grestings

Season’s Greetings
w b

6910 Oslo Cirde, Sulte 206
Buena Park, CA 00621
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Office & Industrial Parks




i -
plashing in and m&ﬂ:"
Ruth Asswa's crigami foun-
Eains anil cothiestone e
along the Bochanan Mall
Kiicking a ball acss the wide open space
of the Peace Plaza, under it towering
pagods. Bargain hunting among the dus:
tered and rarmow ades 31 the Ganga
Bagaar. Enjryving deliciossly delicae
lapancse rice caloes from Yamada Selka

Draring the summers of my adoles
cence, San Francssos |apantoen wis &
second home o me and dozens of other
yourng adilts who pantscigated in the sum
maf deyeamp run by the Japanese
Community Youth Coundcil (JCYC)

| recenitly had the chance 1o catch up
wil by powe3ksomething JOYC Huddies
Sand| Murskami, Akemi Honda and
Wilbwr Tanaka, b0 alk abowd what if
et b0 o up in J-Town, We cach had
ouar ey Eavoniie memorny

Samadiz One of my Bvomme memonies
of JCYC is the stone stairs bexding up to
the main building. In the moming, all the
beitds wenald huff amd pufl clrmbing up the
sueip stairs and, upon opening the by
double doors of the buibding. you'd hear
the soreaming, vidling, 2nd laughing of
the kids who'd already arrived

Thete were [apanise Asmat
African Amenican kids, Felipén
Chinesse: keids, white kids, and kids from
Japan. We played Jots of handball — &
much hantbali that your Fiane) hairs che
e clay?

Thien, after 2 boag day = the park
wening God’s Epes from 2 couple of
sticks anid vam, o malang Rice Kripry
treats in the JOVC kitchen, when it was
time o 2o home, the counselors would
seake gul 3 spot on those s2airs 10 make
sare all of their kidrgoe picked up olay.

Alremi: | remember that our clemen-
tary school ciass of the Japanese ffingal
ane] Baculrural Program [in the publc
sehol system| was knvited 1o the home of
anis Buth Asawa.

We made these Boe masks from ple
ter. We were reafy e then, maybe sec-
ond grachers, and the face masks were 2
linthe scary, bug novw that 1 think about it, o
was 2 really incredible experience.

Wilbanr; There were 2 ot of good
memonies, and not readly any bad mema
rhes. JEVE had a2 dow of great peaple
Working at Olcbe Spors right m the
byesart o J-Towm w3 real good expers
ence: My very Tirst girliniend wodked in |

Town. And, | got 10 meet 3 bot of infloen:
tiad penple:. It was just 3 whols fot of fund!

DOne of the key ways in which |-Town
organizations included young people in
thesr sctivities {and still do) was o pecruit
them 1o il food boohs for the annual
f,"rl.'n“!. Beossom Festival in the iprng and L
the Nehonmuch| Sareet Fair in the sum bon
meer, Although these food hooghs were a I
b off woek: o coondsnate, many oNgENEES
thorie: relied on ihed proceeds. Another
key aspert of community [l was {and
continues o be) church bazars

WilBwr: | =0k “haggies™ (patd boead

sandwiches) §
aned shi-mard fon iC L TNRT W ISR
Hezh Schaonl Japanisse Clal bexsth

Sandi: Fro

I e )

i Shewing
lots of chicken for Konko Charch
Aleemid: Every year, we'd spond howrs
and hours making oz for Konko
Church and spend the fes
selfling Hawalan shave ioe for the Boy

wickends

Pratos coullesy of Emidy Mustase
Upper photo: (L-r) Emily Murase, Sandi Murakami and another
JCYC counselor Kathering Riva, before Obaon, August 2002,
Battom photo: (back row, I-r) Murase, Miriam Murgse, Akemi Honda;
(framt row, i-r) Cynthia lkeda and Akemi's daughter Mari

fieed

haed 3 dilerent e e
i | pained a

of commamity and pod

Inendships. Some of the less

include acceplance dnd tolerand

hat wi didd 2 ot of cvents swh

froma the Kimochi sex

the lood correctly in Japancse or go han
By

We codchraed Girl's Doy, Boy's Don
and i ||'-J.1n| i the Chermy Birssten
Parnde, dressed up a8 Japanse foods
including sushi!

Willhwr: In termns of vr,:.'l':lli.:_lji'.,lrl:"\-q.'_
Idad B b Ehe l:ru.'lm' Bl and
Bicwitwmad Progmm in clemontary sdhiool
b, rrscsally, | haed 4o speeak it 0t home

Disring high school 1 got meost of oy
Japanciz Bnguage cxperience at Kyolo's
{the - Town video ancasde) where 1wkl
sometimes talk 1o the wid bdy, More
experience cime when [ we whed i ales
at Okabe Sports (e desar yo!™)

In speaking with my inends, it is dear
than thcy il continue 1o fed strong ties 1o
J-Tomm

Al | would really lse my daugh- <
ter Mani to have somd cxposarne Lo
Japanse bingusge and culture. We're
excited that my meher plans 1o san tk-
ing Mari to the Buddhis Church ang the
Obon Festival i

See MURASE/ page 87
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Season’s Best Wishes

BIFELT BHTES

and COMMUNITY CENTER

14615 Gridley Road, Norwalk, California 90650
(562) B63-5996
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2002 SELANOCO JACL OFFICERS

Promcint  Todd Hasegawn
Vice Prsidonty.  Frank Kawnso
o, Gporgn Tamaks
Rascordng Secretary Kiadfi Vid
Chil Righta  Ken Indeeyn
Xiann W
BoholarshgwAwaida  Heoshi Fame:
1 ervppiment Commisos  Kurtis Makagawn

Clarencn Misharu
Bafly Yamaskerp

Frruidral EE &
Nigy Prosiesi ki i
Hipeedting Secreinry Cmilbenri 1
Correapondiag Seorrisry Elniwe Las
Treawmres limns Mourk
Chvil ekghts Cleake T Maicaga=
sasial Airiivithe Chalr “arw [islisgr= iy
Cammuniny Arsvitie Chal Lty Mlsrizss
Smphes Chir Hhes Fyjimcns
Pasflamrwiarizs ﬂ:.::n
Srbabarabip Chair f
renderrabilp Chais Dedwragme Arsbai: -
Punt Prosdral Adiviaes Bty &fkin

EQ4ED OF (NEFCTORE

Chrbwivne Arakaki-Hben Fujimate-bokn Higs
Jetn Jubn—Bertis Kisa-Geerge Peck
Rasan Sehmck-Y e Tokits

(ip)

Long Beach Judo Dojo
Head Instruetor: Masanki Nakaoks, 7-Dan

1736 Sesbright Avenoe
Long Beach, CA 90810

Community Center
FPhooe 585T-416-374%

TAMURA'S

® Pacre Crizn Hounay Tssue, Decesme 2002

FOR'I'I.R{ Logacy Funa e Fubushima
Insyrance  Kuriia Makagaes
DAN AURLEEA Hislonan  Karen-Lians Shiba
| Mewalslinr  Frank Kesnse ‘ HAIR DE-S[GN
Troasursr  Jun Fulkushims
Mombarship  Evplyr Hanko
P Bax TIT ] Comesponding Secretary  Alce libigams-Tae ST L AR LV SOED mERE
Pincmmis « CA 307 e 71491099 Tomo-Mo-Hal  Eugena_Jang ;‘::":’;"ﬂ;‘ L] W el *:.',‘:_-Tf.:-
[ Pagee- (718) 128- 3887 | Chits-No-Gakka B Winlantp
4 Progmma  Hon Inouys | -
M Pat Kawamots
TAJO i onoa D
PC Roprosantatives  Clarence Nshizy Restaurant
J. Gecepe Tansin s H I Kl
Japanese ey abvein
Bethy Yamshiro -
Reslaurani W0 | pcacis /| PEW Dologaies  Todd Hassgaw
= | Kan inouye
WINTER HOLRS Ewvon | Eperiaiiphag in fopasype Nidmohi Sraks
Batwrday & Soswduy . 1936 I KATELLA AVE
1200 puem.- 500 pom Raipte [Dech Bhal | 002 SELANGLO JACL BOARD OF HRECTORS ORI CASHST
Bubwrlay Flactaas Fir Daria Mguets  Hikeshe iy [714y 8351763
e s b Ere Mamaguehl Mk Kasaroio
Busdsy K Horo Mchas Mabats  Ted Mewre Hoars:
&30 pen, - B0 pen Mochingl  Fyen Sskamotn  Ediwin Shits Clased Mondays
Closed on Toosday Garden Greve| Bhad, Dhwight Takerioia  Marmem Ligha Toe - Fri ”-'30'1%
13517 Beach Dl 540 - 5
Stimten A SNE8 22 PWY Satunday 500 - 10400
(T4} B01-5000 ! | Sonday 50 - 9:00
it | Sambi
David Ichinaga Helianp. | @
o | ' JAPANESE RESTAURANT
S‘JUFH'DO’L Sk it
Phain Dining o
ODYSSEY TRAVEL, INC. gt AN
by Brusk
1030 m 1
Rrguler Bufley

2314 5. Falrview = Sanla Ann, CA 82704 » (714) B41-0542

NI am . pm
Earty Bard Dinrar (o, -Ths |

O RESERVATROR S
Phiorm (a2 8561171 smewr.niondicrem




By SCOIT [TO

n article which
appeared in the Oct
&, 2002, Mew York
Timex Magazine
titled, “Hipificaiion — How a
Neighborhood Goes From Down
and Out 1o Extremely Cool, Block
by Block™ by Jim Melson actusally
prompaed me o fook o litthe deep-
er into the issue of neighborhood
revilalization, The article went
into elaborate detail aboul the
transformation of Clhinton Street
on the Lower Enst Side of
Manhattan ato this urban elie
neighborhood that was now
altracting many new iypes of
establishments like posh restag- -
ranis, trendy bars, boutiques and/
galleries. .
The author makes some nclina-
tions of the area being the next
Soho. He mainly equates the suc-
cess of the neighborhood with &
new restaurant called 71 Clinton
Fresh Pood with its sleck wlera
modem look and nouveau cuisine,
which made its entrance (o the
neighborhiood sbout two years
agn. What the suthor had neglect-
od to research was that much of
the revitalization of this panicular
nelghborhood had come many years
prioc to the arrival of this restaurant.
During the *B0s and early '90s,
the Lower East Side which borders
Chinatown was plagued with drugs,
violence and prmmmm During
that time, the only pioneers who
ritked venturing into this neighbor-
hood were nonprofit agencics like
Pushlo Newuvo (which is now
defunct), Asian Americans for
Equality (AAFE) and the numerous
lowsincome famibes who couldn™t

the Lower East Side of Manhattan had come 1o the neighbarhood
ple years ago and had been ssen by many as heiping to transhorm the
area, hut long-time residents difier on this parception,

Predc counteny of Scolt o
71 EHi'lunFrﬂsthDd{ahwa] \a naw, ullra-chic restauran! located on

& Cou-

many years that the Japancse
American basketball leagoes in
Southern California, in addition 1o
other sports such as volleyball and
erorniiad mrd, have a huge following
among jts younger generation. By
centralizing some of the leagues in
thisrecreational facility in Litle
Tokyo, the project has the potential
10 aitrect thoarsands of new con
sumers weekly who will patronize
local businesses, arts and culiural
Instiutions and overall incresse
badly needed foot traffic. Upon
overcoming a few major hundies,
the “Rec Center” can potentially be
seen as a nalional model Tor eco
nomic mevival

I mainly sinte these examples
t‘CI.'d.I.IIEC the association of economic
revitahrabon 18 |:xu.1||:. wilh the
creation of o giant mall, ndian casi
nos or 3 Wal-Man coming (o the
neighborhood and nol wath the
work of a nonprofit agency. In
sl Cases, nonproinn apencics
mare panticalarly commuiily
development corporations. have
been non-existent i the mind of
the average Amaerican, Obviously
with Mr. Nelson, they were mol
even on his radar screen.

On the other end of the spec-
trum, if there s recognition, these
monprofits are usually stereatyped
as agencics that perpetuate poverty
and provide no means for theie
chenis to move up the econommic
ladder. These varied perceptions
about the true work of noaprofit
agencies hint that there are many
masconceptions or misunderstand-
ings of their work, but it is my
hope that this bricl insight into the
world of CDCs will shed some
light on their successes

History of the CDC Movement:
But 1o understand the success of

nan-profit CDCs, you must under-

stand the history of how they

came about. The CDC movement

actually was a reaction that came

and creale neighborhood wailch
sssociations. The culmination of
these efforts with nonprofit agencics
partnered with concemmed communi-
ty members helped launch the true
renaissance of Clinton Street and sct
the stage Tor Mr. Nelson's version
of “hipification.™

Similar trends of wrban renewal
have been taking place in peighbor-
hoods all across the United States.
Particularty, this trend has been

VETY apparcnd in numerous

tirclessly for decades to retain the
original flavor of the neighborboad
coupled with new strategies 1o
pump additional economuc life o
thetr communities. o

The Little Tokyo Recreation
Center, a project of LTSC CDC,

potentiaily encompasses all the nec-

essary ingredients 1o fuel the strug-
gling local economy that has result-
ed from suburbanization and the
decline of tourism from Japan.
LTSC CDC has recognized for

about duning the mid-"60s and fiol-
lowed the beight of the civil rights
movement, when many activists
began o voice their opinions and
address the ever-present imbalance
of resources and power in America.

T mddress the very critical issue
of poverty during this time perbod,
certain mmucﬂhd “coammian;-
1y Belion programs” were some of
the first gver to empower nonprofil
w’m nddress poverty firm-
hand, and it came about through

See [TO/ page 83
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T Durbar Exiwies #1002, Friendswnood, T 77546

& Marma Cesws
[E. B Liskog L3y, LFT B 706
Dz

08
1373 E (Oudl Magpie 1, Salt Lk City, UT B411T
Alen & Allison Cicrws
10 W Descko St Salt Lake Sry. UT 64100

& Fiesih Veatmnabe
2000 Miltrmern Ln_ it Liske iy, UT 84100
Trory & Judy Watanabe & Haley
1450 E 3000 6. Sat Laks Coey, UT fd124
Kenny Watansoe
203830 Ave, San Francisco, T8 54118
Kai &

b flartachi

38 Hawinome Dr SETDS, Bediond, W 0110
Ky & Dawy Hor

770 Digm Awe, Salt Laks Ciy, LRsh pa108

ART, Mikr & Cathy 854 Puby Dr 43
EXD0, Bob & Maranne ¥¥3 & Grant @]
BN, Gind 4740 Teeh Fiarss B &)
ENDOL Karl I 7 Codar Hills T §
ENINL, e & Drle 7 J Casaig §
FAYLE, Karol . -

HRASHL end & Maria i | Ridpr H ol
HIGASHL Eichard & i
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HIKIDA, e .

KANOW, ['ack & Tashi

126 lrhl—nh'l.-l
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| MT. OLYMPUS _IACL
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WATANARY Rily & Knve b Rachard
WATANARE JfT_ Svana Linls § Monet
VOO, Frasl & Sadie

Salt Luke Ciny, UT 84117
E. St Lake Ciry, UT 84117
Werse! Jondan, 1T B4083
Mutray., 1T 4140

3065 § 1600 I Salt Lake Oy, UT BR0S [

BILACKIFOQO

RAN WAL Mk

EAWALAM] YLASKE, Chelses
KAWANLRA, Re & Lifly

EAWAMLEA, Shin & Shorbey

EENT, Pad & Foanne

KIHARA, |7 i
KRIWER, it

DCAMRA, Faul & Senaye
OTA, Jor & Mnp
OYAMA, George & Bxe
PROCTON, Wi

SAT, Caerpe & Kin
SATID, poe & Ayor
SHEXEAWA, (orpe & Sy

41 Hyde 5330

RS0 Dl B X

PO Bax 65 &

Ry Rox B-D R

T Alvia Ricken D 85291
550°W. Day 83004

10T Tarstn $320)

473 Fillmore $3201

A Couniry Chel Dr 83204
10rh Mhante Vieta E120)

17 Vellowsimee 85700

Rick Endo
o
"

3028 Pole Line Road » Pocatallo, Idaho 83201

(800) 560-4305
(208) 237-4300 .
Fax (208) 237-4335

“Wa Keop Things Purring!”

24 Hour Service

Y Seasons Greetings!
Mount Olvmpus JACL

= 2003 Board of Drectors

Youth Advisor - Tem Nakashima

Youth Reps - Josh Spry, Brandon Lishio, Shelly
D

IDCPC Represontative - Jefl Watanabe
Board Members at Large - Cscar Misaka, Ken
Modzy, Reid Tateokn, Chene Uishio, Shake Uisheo,
Frank Yoshimuss, Valma Church
Ex-Officio - Jafl Nakashima

T

|

5371 Wisnaker Bd NR30

J O Cabwory 83201

4541 Theppard 83300
51

SHETAWA, Kref i Naocy
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ALRAE, by b b FFL C oresiogi
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1 W i Karth

LRAL 2 N 300 Weat

RAA, Smn, Jatert & Mar PO Be 1052
SHICASHIO, Jirn & Atk E311 MW Misin 5
SHICRALL Hern & Mariba Baw 741
SHEALL Jum & Vicke P Bam T4
SHICHAKL, Miki PO T |
TOMIMAGA, Frisk & Kimi 1440 W 100 Sonatih
TOMPMAGA, lick & ity A2 Howary 10 e
TRAAMOTO, higi f Madon 'l'hm'q\-vr Larie
TAMADA, Jins & Franir i B 50 West
TAMATIA, Kz T30 W 850 Wewt
TAMAMOT, fhis 158 Ricy

Ilsﬂrlm'r in ldaho
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LEMMORN, Maye 7163 Barah Avr W1, Twan Fally 83301
LICAKL Jach & hlisrgne TS E 63 &, bdaho Falls 83004
LEALL Wiueo & Waka WIHG Keiby D, ifahn Falla E3402
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WAN DRINEN, Gaareh & fulic 4315 & 1100w, Pngree 1062
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‘-} Holiday 2
"‘ Geason's Best Wiches! | Greetings &
E SEASON’S
E GREETINGS
Matsuura Brothers : o the

Pocatello-Blackfoot JACL
426 North 150 West E

Blackfoot, ID 83221 ‘

Werrny @étwtnm
E @7 3[]"_
The Automatic Truck Tarper

By EZ Tarp Company Inc
23 5. Thompson Ln., Blackfool, Idaho 83221

@ THE CELLAR DUCK
Y FrFEF TARre

FROM TRI CITIES TAIKO Kf'ueemgaf /:;mmn:.s

WISHING YOU A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON ! |

®uckymuuntain

@ achinery
ompany
PO.BOK 158 PHONE: (208) 785-0520
1102 W, BRIDGE ST, 800-782-0520

BLACKFOOT, ID 83221
YOUR FRIENDLY JOEN DEER DEALER - mvmmemumqmmm

SERVICE AND PARTS FOR OVER 37 YEARS,

AT NN SIS AVONIO AR TY DOV A

|



Hundreds of mging Mikkel lned up

along Weller Stroet in Lie

Tokyo to sttend one of the first health falrs for soniars.

v was early Text & Photos cﬁﬂl‘l‘ﬂ:f of (shikaraganar)

| moming, stll

dark. A1 that
hour, few ealeries were open 40 we
found ourselves in a restaurant
tucked sway in the heart of Los
Angeles’ produce market. Workers
were alresdy Nlling up the tsbles and
counters for their wake-up cups of
coffee.

I ordered cha shw, eggs and rice
with colfee — my breakfast. It was,
after all, the signature dish ot Paul's
Café

Speckled with paim and fuzsy
from lack of sleep, Mo Nishids and 1
dug im0 our plotes. We were hoping
the food and coffes would Keep us
awake and give us the boost of ener
By we necded.

'We had a deadline to meet i a few
hours, and we wanted everything o
be right for the grand opening

The year was [969, and we had
been workimg nonstop in cleaning up
a vacani alfice in the Sun Building
on Weller Strect. This vacant ofTice
was io become a culmination of a
dream. It was to become the Pioneer
Center, & place in Linle Tokyo for
the lssei to “hang out”™ and feel wel-
comed.

The impetus for the Pioneer
Center were lsssd like Mr. Masao
Nishimurs. | was reminded of Mr.
Nishimura when | ran into Mo
recently in Little Tokyo,

1 told Mo [ was wniing something
on Litbe Tokyo and the Pioneer
Center. Mo responded: “Whatever
you do, don't farget lo mention
Nishimurn. Without him, none of
this would have happened. He
helped 1o pot the center poing, and
he was the spirit behind the place.™

oy lisei in Linle Tokyo like

| Mir, Nishimura were having o

ard time living in Linle

Tokyo afier the war, What the intern-

ment-hadn't done to them, old age
and pbhandonment would do

When | met Mr. Nishimura back
in the late 1960s, 11 seems Mr.
Mishimura and some of the lssei
were using & vacant second-floor
rocum in & building on Weller Street
5 [ TECTEAtion roodT.

When they were evicted from
uxing the room, they asked some of
the younger Sansci for help in mov-
ing their things. This plea for help
became the foundation of a parner-
ship between the young and the old
that culminsed in the creation of a
sempor cenber in Little Tokyo in 1969,
i Mr, Nishimura, to me, was an

cxample of why the lssei managed 1o

survive in America, Although some
® credit s culhural spinit of fatalism

Hounay Issue, Decevmer 2002

JIM MATSUOKA

that saw them
through the
tuughcsl ol nmes. | tend o believe
that it was really their spint of opti-
mism and “make do™ that made them
such hardy pioneers

Reduced to living in the crambling
office buildings and hotel/apartments
that was Japantown afier the war,
many clung to past memones of a
vibrant Little Tokoyo, & center for the
Japanese community in Southem
California — a piece of this new
country that was their own little
worrld

Thousands of Mikkel before the
hombing of Pearl Harbor were living
in and around Litle Tokyo in small
houses, apartrments and hotely — &
resident community guite unlike the
commuter lifestyle we know in Los
Angeles todsy.

Although dispersed by the was. the
memary of the Nihonmachi in its
heyday was enough to keep many
Issei rooted (o the area, even though
it seemed clear that the world they
knew and ook comfort in hed sadly
shipped away. Some were left behingd
by their families who had moved oul
o the suburby. Although it seemed
cruel, the prospect of having an
aging parent isolated in the suburbs
with no one to socialize with seemed
equally harsh. “At least,” one elderly
lady once told me, “as bad as ot 15
down here, | have people to wlk 10"

These people remembered the
crow.d:gd sidewalks with their friends
and their children. AL one time, entire
familics would come to Litle Tokyo
on an outing. going in and out of all
the stores, markets and restaurants
that catered to the tasies of the
Nihowjin., Business was especially
good on the weckends when the
farmers would bring their families in
1o buy things thot they could not find
on the shelves of stores in other areas
of Los Angeles — rice, shoyw,
daikon, manju — and for the adulis,
clothing that would actually fit!

But war and its reality was partic-
ularly harsh on the Issen and Little
Tokyao. It was common to see them
sitting on the bus benches becouse
they really had nowhere to go.

Many were bachelors who had
never marmied and had no real family
1o tam 1o, The majority of those ry-
ing 0 exist in Little Tokyo had &iffi-
culty finding jobs and had no clue as
o how 1o apply for staie aid. The
slereotype was that Asians took cane
of their own and were 100 proud 1o
apply Tor aid — a notion that was
quickly dispelled, once they had
sccess 1o bilingual information and
instructions on how 1o apply for help.

So these were the realitics that Mr.
Mishimura and others of his genera-
tion living in Little Tokyo found
themselves in. To their credit, the
sprit of optimasm and courage that
corricd these pioneers across the
Pacific 10 a new and often bostile
land had not deserted them. Mr.
Mishimura had resolved to ot leasi
create a place for some of his friends
o sit down and indulge in & game of
o or shogl, But even vacant office
fOOMms require money al some peoint
and it must hove come as a surprise
that he was being atked 10 shut down
his kinle rec center and vacate the
FOsTL

The idea of a senior center met
with a combination of enthusimem
and skepticism. The establishmem
quickly bailed owt when they real-
reed that the proposed funding
sounce was 10 be the emall dues thm
we were 1o collect from the lssei
members. and communify friends,
When the dust cleared, sn unlikely
partnership of young and old had
joined together 1o see the idea
through. A gollege-aged group of
volunteers from this “Pioneer
Project” made up the “young genera-
ton” o1 the time. They took on the
task of cleaning up the place. Walls
and ceilings needed paint; oo des-
peralely needed scrubbing: and win-
dows needed cleaning

Lmhmg back some 33 vears later,
all | reslly remember of thai grand
openng day is from a faded Raofu
Shimpo newspaper article thal cov-
ered tic event. You sec, afier retum-
ing to put on the finishing tooches to
the room, all'l can recall ix the sun

L Pesneers

Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo During the 1960s-1970s

coming up as [ decided to calch a few
hours of sleep in my car parked on
Weller Street by the Pioneer Cemer
When | woke up, the grand opening
had been over for hoars

This Pacific Citipen article started
oul with the idea of memonializing
all the wonderful people and “giants™
of the community that helped pot the
Japanese Community Pioneer Center
together, [ fully confess that in the
end, it turmed into a story about the
character of the Lsei, who loved and
cluimed Little Tokyo as their own
and made it thetr world

Although they zre gone, | can't
help fecling that their sparp still
resides in the sireets of this commi-
nity, Maybe that is why so many
Japanese Amencans refuse o aban-
don this titile section of Los Angeles
and wani 1o do what they can 1o bring
back the people and spirit of the Isse
to Litthe Tokyo. B



How the Nikkei Evacuation of Hawaii Almost Rappened:

BY
IKE HATCHIMOMII

n interesting aspect of course of events and individuals
Alwhnmmlmu-y involved.

during World War I1 is the During the 1940s, Hawaiian
story of the Nikkei commurityin  Japanese represented the Largest
Huawail and the compelling rea- ethnic group on the islands, sbout
=ons why they, unlike their coun one-third of the jr, Nun-
terparts on the West Coast, were bering some 135 800 people, and
not removed from their homes and nmﬂuiymmd!&ufw
incancerated in American-style the vast sugar cane plantations.
concentration camps. Without them, the thousands of

Most of what follows is based sires of sugar cane could not have

on the book “By Order of the been harvested and processed,
President” {Harvard University Their removal would have caused

Press, 20013, by Professor Greg
Robinson. =

The reasons the Howaiian
Japimese were nol incercerated
imto camps must be seen from four
perspectives. They are: 1) the
Hawatian economy and its prims-
ry economic activity — the pro-
duction of sugar; 2) the actlons of
Gen. Deles Carleton Emmaons, the

havoce on the island’s economy
and the nation’s supply of sugar.
nce of the AJAs on the island's
economy, and &= o result he risked
his military career and the threat of
insubordination to prevent the
muass evacuation of the Hawaiian
Japanese.

LER]

fier the Japaness bombed

Pearl Harbor, Roosevelt

considered his first priogi-
1y 1o be the security of Hawati and
advocated the remaoval of the

EXAMINING THE BOOK BY
ORDER OF THE PRESIDENT

entire Hawanan AJA population (o
concentration camps. Hawan's
economy and the sugar production
wis, ot best, of secondary impor-
tance 1o FDR. The president even
condemned the Hawuiian plants-
ton owners, a class of white
wealthy families, for having influ-
enced Emmons to allow their
Japanese laborers (o remain

FDR not only paid much greater
anention to the Hawaiian Japanese
o5 contrasted to the Jepanese pop-
ulxtion on the West Coast, but oth-
er% in his administration were of
the same mind.

For example, Navy Secretary
Frank Knox went to inspect Pearl
Harbor immedintely afier the
aitack to assess the devastation.
Within 36 howrs, Knox reponed to
FDR thai the "“most effective fifth
column (secret symipathizers and
supporters of a spyisehotage net-
work) of the entire war was done
in Hawaii by the Japanese whose
fishing boats had furmished infor-
mation on the location of 1S,
wrships.”

Knox recommended that
Roosevell and Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson remove all alien
Japanese and their familiss in
Howaik and detain them on anoth-
er istand. But it was believed that
Knox was rying o divert some of
the biame for the Navy's lack of

s early as 1920, the L1.S.

Army in Hawadi was con-

cerned abgiit a possible
invasion of the islands by Japan. Tt
wass believed that the Jocal
Japanese would be collaborators
with the encmy. In anticipation, a
joint defense plan was drawn up
by the U5, Army for the island of
Ouahu, The plan would impose
muartial ksw 1o control the Japanese
and intern those who were consid-
encd dangerous, The military com-
mander of Hwan ot thal ime was
Col. John L. DeWit. who would
later become the West Coast
defense commander responsible
fior the mass intermment of all pes-
sons of Japanese ancesiry.

Just prior 10 Peasl Harbor, FDR,
in his concern or domestic seoun-
tv, appainted John Frankhn Carer.
a journzbist and supparter of the
Mew Deal, to create o network of
secrel agents (o examine vEnous
groups, including the Japanese and
Amenca-based Nan organizabons,
fior subversive acuvities. FDR's
suspacions included not only the
alien Japanese but also thear
American-bom Niset chaldren and
others such 3s the America-hased
Crerman Bund.

Caner broughy in Curis B
Mumson, a Midwestern
Republican businessmaon, 10 assess
the Japanese cimmunities on the
Wit Coast and Hawaii. Strting
first in Los Angeles in October
1941, Munson spoke with the FBI
and the Office of Naval
Inelligence: (ONT). The ONI at the
tume was headed by Lt
Commmander Kenneth Ringle, who
had led a raid on the Japanese
Consulate in Los Angeles 1o col-
lect lists of suspects in the

Cilizens in COnceniration campa;
ihat the bulk of the Japancse will
reman “quict” due to their precari-
ous status in the United States; and
that in case of war, there would
probably be a few acts of sabotape
by paid Japanese xgents and the
odd fanatical Japaness,

Munson then spent nine davs in
November 1941 in Honolulu.
Afier considering the opinions of
white Honoluluans, the FBI office
in Hawaii and other sources,
Mimson again found no difference
in his assessment of the Hawaiian
Japaness 10 that of the West Coast
mainland Japaness — that the
Japanese were 98 percent loyal,

Munson's staternent that there

FIMR may have dismissed the
accumcy of Munson's conclusions,
the Honolulu office of the FBI
albso maintained that the vast

NATLLLY Y
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Happy Holidays

WE WISH EVERYOME A SAFE
': AND JOYOUS HOLIDAY SEASON!
e OKUMA ENTERPRISES, INC.
» ~ Automabile Sales and
r: Leasing since 1962 ~
#  Monterey Park, California 91754
» {323) 981-1480
F- (B00) 936-5862

From the Members and Orgeanizations

of the Easi San Gabriel Valley
Japanese Community Center
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1203 W. Puante Ave
Weost Covina, CA 91750

’ Phone (626) 960-2566 Fax (626) B60-0866
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o
w2 HAPPY
sl o HOLIDAYS

Unique Catering

FWhsking Everissnc
& Fapsy Woliday
Paul K. Tran
Unique Catering & Associates
(323) 727-0012

Kamiya & Takshashi
Insurance Agmw Inc.

Edward Kamiya
#E TF7-F

o (310} TRO-8411
OO 05T
lrmiya fhwroridnet At net

EFPRESS HARBOR

111 Nerth Atlantic Bivd, 8350
Y Manterey Park, CA 81754

Tel: (28} 300-883

Fax (B26) 300-5707
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SEA ETPRESS

SEAFOOD RESTALBANT
1638 W. Redoade Beach Blvd,
Gardena, CA 80247

Tol: {310} 536-8888

Fax: (310} 538-36320

Azdonda Boeach B, ——

#1 Music Education System
Worldwide
YAMAHA MUSIC CENTERS
* TORRANCE »
MEADOHW PARK PLATA
Z2E1T Hawthome Bivd, = Tormnce, CA SO505
{3107 ATS-BINT Fa (310} 3750207

* [AVINE »
WOODBRIDGE VILLAGE CENTER
4520 Barranca Piowy = brdire, TR 2504
(B40) 556-5440 Fumx (945) S56-4557

= LAGUNA «
LA PAZ SHOPPING CENTER
7812 La Par Rd, 90 » Laguna Maguol, CA §26TT
(RG] 350- 7460

Wishing you the Joys of Christmas
throaghout the New Year 2003
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very Joyour end safe Holidey
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HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

52~ Anniversary of
the Korean War

| During this holiday season and

i ican
Il io0anese american

Fappy Holidays!

oo The finsncial needs of oo merde-e gace 1051

time of remembrance, we invite you
to visit the Japanese American War
Memorial Court at the Japanese
American Cultural and Community
Center, 244 So. San Pedro Street,
Los Angeles, Califomia.

We also have a mamorial listing
the names of the 247 Japanese
Americans who died in Korea dur-
ing the war located in Imjin-Gak,
Paju Cily, South Korea.
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By BUDD FUKEI

Seattle had two Nihonmachis.

Mihommachi | — oar town befors
evacuntion and internmment,

Nihommachi 11 — our own after
the end of World War 1L

We have special memornies of
Mihonmachi 1 because it was the one
in which we grew up. Nihonmachi
wis home not only o the Japanese
st o to the habagin. In one hotel
on Jackson Street, me resdents
inchuded a MacDonald, a McNeill, a
Molynemix, a Wilson, an Olson, &
Hanson, n Nelson (] halugjin) and &
Collins {a black)

Not all Japaness Americans fived,
worked and played in Mibonmachi,
Japanese resided in nemhy areas like
Farst Hill and Central Distnict as well
e such “far oul” places & Queen
Anne, Green Lake, South Park and
West Seartle

Ben Matsumoln's parents operated
Bell Apartments in what today is the
elegant district known as Belltown.
Most of his friends were hakagin,
with whom he often got into fights.
But, Ben said, “We became best
friends later on.” As & lad. he was o
bathoy for the San Francisco
Missions in the old Pacific Coast

cu League whenever the Missions ball

= club appeared in Seattle, A 1

“ twenage athlete, he played American
Legion ball and also eamed his bet-

EMMFE@SM.MIM

Life was toagh for all peoples in
mmmlrj'_mﬂ: 1930s In

) ilies were not oncommeon. Onc of
themn was the Subare family. Frank
Suhars recalled, “After my father

L.ﬁdfﬂlﬂﬁ,mmﬂt!ﬂkﬂ?ﬂ

S # harber and akso a8 o chambermaid

{at the Presley Hotel) 1o raise oor
farnily.”
Along with other Japancse
Americans from the Seaitle mrea, the
Suhara family (Frank, then a 12-
year-old) was sent 10 camp in
Frank later answered the call o serve
during the Korean War, He saw
action with the Znd Infantry
Divisgion, eaming five battle stars.
Another wid the Nakstani family.
Ushinosuke Makatsni was & dness-
muker (Lion Tailor) snd his wife,
Fuku, was a well-known teacher of
odori and samiser. M. Nakstand
had 100 students at one time. The
MNaleatanis had their businesses next
door to the Lion Hotel on Jackson

1986 1o 1990

A onc-armed black man manned a
newssiand he called “"Never Sleep™
ni [ 2th Avenue and Jackson Street
And an Ralian, whose son Russ
attended Bailey Gatzent School slong
wath T4 pupils, sobd papers af his
mewsstand next door to Jackson
Theater, They wene also part of
Nihonmachi.

On condition of anoanymity, an old
friend of this obsarver offered the
following thoaghts: *“Life was pretty
dumn misershle. Sure, we had some
fun. Marhles and “lock the can.’
Dropping in on Chinatown (o buy a
bag of ginger o ingamcd (swoetenod
plam), ... Fishing for shiners, bass or
perch off the dock at the foot of

the restiess, encrpstic kids oot of
mischief.

Nihoamachi also handled quite
welll the hysiens that followed short-
ly afier Japan's anack on Pear
Harhor:

“All the Japanese in Amenica
should be locked up.™ That's what *
James R. Young advocsted in his
speech to an overflowing crowd o
the Sunset Club in Seattle. M.
Yourig was ureau chief of
Inernational Mews Service in Tokyo.
His speech was covered in Virginia
Boren's column in the Searre Timer
(Jan. B, 1942}

The Nihonmachi anghe: 1. as an
editor of the North American Times
{ Mewkached Jif7), interviewed M

After the Japanese Americans wene avacuated to the intemment ca during World PR
the stores on Seattle’s Jackson Street became vacant, TR oo, i

Street. Their cldest son, Kenny, is
now 92 years obd, but his memory 13
still razor shamp. He remembered
Ticoma Hoeel, ran jointly by Norio
Hum's parents and Jake Kawakomi's
parents. Scaithe Dojo wias on the cor-
ner-of Ninth Avenue and Jackson
Strest.

Eenny's younger brother, Roy, left
an indelible mari in fisheries. Roy
served five years in the ULS, Army
during WWIL He was & professor of
the School of Fishenies at the
University of Washingion and the
susociste director of the Fisherics
Rescarch Inatitute until his retirement
in | 988, Roy was also national secre-
tary for the Amenican Institule of
Fishery Research Biologists from

Washengton Street. ... Swimming at
Mount Baker Beach where a swim
from the mft to the boathowse and
back to the raft was heralded as a
worthy achievement. ... The enter-
tnment (engaikal) and samurs
{ichanbarg) movies st Nippon Kan.

.- Yesber Way dubbed sz *Profanity
Hill" ... Gambding in Chinstown. .,
Doasble-featare movies for 2 nécke] at
Jackson Theater. ... But what the
heck, all of us had 1o work extra hard
1 make ends meet. We were alhways
short of maney. We felt trapped in
Nihonmachi. We produced s fot of
valedictonians and salststonons: even

That was a big phe in Nihonmachi
— no shonage of sctivities to keep

Young # the Olympic Hotel on the
morming of the dey (Wed., Jan. 7,
1942) he spoke 1o the Sunset Club
The man was condial throughout the
interview, wiich we published that
day. Cur story was headlined: “J
Wouldn't Have Anscied If Told of
German Failures — Young ™
In his speech 1o the Sunset Club.
Young fired mway st the Japanese
mulitary machine. [n retrospect.
Young's bitterness towrd the
Japenese 15 understandable in that he
wis once imprisoned by the
Japanese. What surprised us was his
Sciag o e i
linking us to.8 “spy system.”
In her column, Ms. Boren reponied

See FUKEL page 65



ne of the trips that | remem-
ber as a smull child was
going o the barber shop
wiith my Issei father. This must have
been just shortly after the end of
World War II. The harber had &
golkdfish pond in his shop with a
mintaure model of 8 ganden. Dad
used to cut my hair, but he allowed
me the privilege of going “down-
town™ with him when he had his
hair cut at the Jepanese barber shop
in Nihonmochi
On those tnips we would drop by
the Jepancse marke: and the fish
mnrket which wene just pround the
comer from the barber shop. Oh
those hig-eyed dead fish lined up in
the glass counter st the fish market
used to fascinate me, and that
Japancse cendy with the paper you
could eat was a great treat. In those
days | wasn't too sure about the
manfu gnd the stinky fakuam. Later,
I came to enjoy cating almost any-
thing that my dad bought in the
Japanese stores at Nihonmaci,
The. major development of
MNihonmachi in Salt Lake City
began around 1907. By then the
Japancse populstion in Salt Lake
City had grown enodgh (o support
the businesscs. The location was
right downtown, mainly concentral-
ed on First South Street, just slight-
Iy west of the main downtown of
Salt Lake City and the Morman
Temple. Noodle houses, hotels,
rooming and boarding houses, bath
honsses, varety stores, barber shops,
confectioneries, and tailors were
staried in the ares of Nihonmachi.
By the count of the 1920 consus,
403 Japonese lived in Sali Luke
Caty. By 1925 other cstablishments
such as pool halls, sutomobile
repair shops, laundnes, dry clean-
ers, Japanese grocery slores, pho-
tographers, jowelers, produce
stands, iofu manulacturess, a flonsl,
and a fish market began bausiness in
Mihonmachi, A dentist and physi-
cians also practiced in the argg. Law
offices and beauty shops were

Y
FLOYD MORI

Photos Courtesy of Ted Hagata

csiahlished Ister.

A grocery store was owned and

operated by the Mitsunapa family
{parcnis of Salt Lake City attomey
Jimi Mitsunaga and his sister Bucky
Shiba, who still live in 5alt Lake
City). They remember their store
boanded up duning the war and their
father taken oway.
, Down the street was the New
Sunnse Fish Market which was a
popular place in the 1950 operated
by Kinzo and Sakuy MNagacaws. Run
by the parents of Yeiko Nagata
(wife of Ted Nagata who designed
the monument ol Topaz), the fizh
muarket featured fresh fish, octopus,
imported itermns, and other Japanese
delicacies.

The Rocky Mountain Times, & tn-
weekly Japancse newspaper, began
publishing in 1907. The Intermoun-
tain Buddhist Church was estab-
lished in Salt Lake City in 1912, and
the Japanese Church of Chnist began
in 1918, The Lak MNippo, a daily
newspaper at its beginning in 1914,
sz staned by Uneo Terasawa.

The Intermountain  Buddhist
Church and the Japanese Church of
Christ dedicated new buildings in
Nihonmachi in 1925 The original
Buddhist Church has - since been
replaced by a newer building up the
block, but the Japancss Church of
Christ remains in ise with the add:-
tion of a mecting hall behind the
church. The two churches have
become gathering places for many
Japanesz over the years and contin-
ue 1o allow the use of their facilities
for community events.

When WWII and the cvacuation
of people from the West Coast
occurred, the Japaness communities
in Utah tripled between 1942-46.
When the JACL was forced to heave
the West Coast, headquaners [or
JACL was relocsted to Salt Lake
City. The Pocific Cirizen newspapes
was published in Salt Lake City
until 1952, when it was moved 1o
Los Angeles. The following year,
the national JACL retumed its head-

‘as the Salt

quaners 1o San Francisco. The
MNational JACL Credit Union,
however, conlinues 1o operale
from Sali Lake City us ongi-
nally established

The LS. Café was operaied &
by the Tsoyuki femily ind
Nihonmachi. Their son, Jerry
Tauyuki, became entrenched in
the restaurant busincss and
wanted 1o build 2 Japanese
restaurant with tatami mooms
mnid excellent fobd prepared by
o Japanese chel. After a stini in
the U5  Armmy, Jemry
researched Jepanese resiau
ranis and opened the Mikado
Restourant which became one
of the premier eating establish-
ments in Salt Lake City, Jemy
and his wrf¢, Mitzie (both
recently deceased), and their
family man the restaurant for S
many years until Jerry sold i8]
to retire and play golf, The
Mikado Restaurant is still in
business and is bocated in close
proximity o the onginal
Mihonmachi.

The Buddhist Chaurch in Salt
Lake City contimues to hold an abon
festival cach year in the street in
front of their bailding ai the site of
the old Nihonmachi. The Japanese
Church of Chnist also holds festivals
pnd barasrs in addition to Sunday
services. Today those two churches
erc all tha remaing of Nihonmachi,
Palace - Convention
Center was built ahout 1968 in the
arch that wes Nihonmachi. Only 12
of the businessex relocated to other
pans of the city, and all others went
out of busincss

OFf those many original busipess-
es which were part of Sali Make
City’s Nihonmachi, only four
remain in business today. Sage
Farm Market moved south, the
Pagoda Restaurant (stil] operated by
Fudpe and Dora Iwasaki) moved o
the avenues ares of Salt Lake City,
and the National JACL Credit
Union moved into a building forther

City s

*

casl

From its beginnings in 1907 uniil
it was formally disbanded and
demalished in 1966,
was the gathering place for the 1ssei,
Nisei, and Sansei in Salt Lake Clity
and the surmounding areas, Japanese
feces were the mujortty in this anea,
and everyone felt a sense of belong-
ing when they went there o conduct
business or 1o visit with Tmends.

That fecling found in Nihonmachi
«n years gone by cannot be found by
strolling the streets in downtown
Salt Lake City any longer, but the
feching of belonging 10 a Japancse
Amencan group cen still be found
within the JACL with three Utsh

siriving to fill the social
and cultural necds of JAs. Wl
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Floyd l;fm'f'ir a former California
slate congressnan and i currently
the national president of JACL.
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By.
LILLIAN KIMURA

Photes Counesy
of e NEW YORE BUDDHIST CHURCH

arlem, Little Daly,

Chinatown, Irigh 6th Ward,

Jewish Lower East Side,
Geerman Kleindeutschland — old
cthnic enclaves in Manhattan. As
the immigmnts who first settled in
these areas in the 1800s became
established and succesaful, they
moved out of the old neighbaor-
hoods which are no longer identi-
fied ethmically.

Yet, there is sull Harlem and
Chinatown, Harlem is on the

ing and becoming gentrified.
It has become a favorite sile for
tourists who descend by busioads
on Sundays to its churches and
their music. Over the years,
Chinatown has grown and expand-
ed into Little laly. Tragically, it
has been hard hil by the devasia-
ton of Sept. 11, 2001, Businesses
and restaurants in Chinatown will
recover when lourists come back in
greal numbers o New York City.

It is estimated that over 20 per-
cenl of the population of New York
City are foreign-bom. The borough
of Qreeens is said o be the most
diverse area in the nation, The
Flushing section of Cueeens is home
1o & new Chinntown as well as 1o
Koreans, Pakistunis, and
Bangladeshis; Dominicans,
Ecuadonans; and Salvadorans live
in Washington Heights,
Colombians in Jackson Heighis,
and Blacks in Enst Elmhurst,
Brighton Beach is mostly Rossian,
Pucrio Ricans and Mexicans live «
an the Upper East Side and in the
Bronx.

& Across the Hudson River in New
ed in certain towns. Palisades Park
and Fort Lee in Bergan County are
hecavily Korean. East indians and
Filiptnos live in Jersey City.

And what about the Nikkei T
There is no history of a “Little
Tokyo™ in New York, Prior to

= World War I, the J'ml'ﬁt popula-
tion could be counted in the hun-

:. dreds. As Jw Americans left

imternment camps for New York,
they clustered on the Upper West
Side of Manhattan in the Columbia

The New York Buddhist Chunch held a Hatsubon coremony ol the World Trade Center on
July 18, 2002, in memory of the thousands of victims of G811,

Newcomers could be found gath-
enng af the Oriental Food Store a1
11(th and Broadway run by the
Owama famaly. (Joe Oyama wrole
the East Wind column for the
FParific Citizen.) Another group sel-
tled in Midiown Manhattan where
the Japancic Christian Chunch
siood at $Tth Swreet and Katagin's
food store an 59th

Today, sccording 1o the 2000
Census, there are abowt-50.000
Japanese in metropolitan New York
with the Inrgest number living on
the East Side of Manhattan
between 4th and 47th streets, We
surmised that these are Japaness
expatriates — Shin Issel and Shin
Niset. (Seversl years ago, the
Japancse Restourant Association
had sponsored an Akl Matsur on
East 4th Street between 2nd and
3rd Avenues. It was like being in
Japan since the mujonity of the ven-
dors and entertainers were lapancse
from Japan.) Japanes:e business
families lived in great numbers in
Fort Lee, New Jerscy, but now
Westchester County, New York,
soems to be the favorite place to
live. About 14,000 Ispancse five in
New Jersey.

1t is hard to know how many of
the 60,000 are JAs. But whal is
known is thet they are scattered all
over the Tr-State area. As in the
carly vears, many JAs continue 1o
live on the Upper West Side in the
10025 a1p code anca. But the
Oriental Food Store is no longer
there; the New York Buddhist
Church moved to 103nd and
Riverside Diive; the Christisn
Churchefmerged and became the
Japanese American United Church
on Tth Avenue between 24th and
2%5th streets, Both churches provide

many social activities for their con-
Eregalions,

There are several social and
social wellare agencies in New
York. The Japancse Amenican
Association (JAA) will be celebrat-
ing its 100th anmiversary in a few
years. ODrganized in 1907 as the
Mutual Aid Society, 1t was discon-
tinued during World War Il when
ils nssets were frozen by the
Japaness povernment. After the
war, the Japanese government
returmed $50,000 of the frozen
ussets ard in 1950, the society was
officially incorporated us the
Japancse American Association of
New York. Its main focus has been
to prowvide information and services
i the elderly. Now, the majonty of
its members sre Jupanese who
have come to the United Stmes
after WWIL

The Japaness American Social
Seﬂim, Inc. (JASSI) provides

and other wellare sisis-
tance. Hﬂit ﬂlﬂrheh:lhtg agencies

in Business, Asian American
Federation, Asian Pacific Islander
Coalition for HIV/ Aids, and pro-
fessionul groups like the Asian Bar
Association

Same years ago, the New York
Nichiber ceased publication and i
has been difficult for JAs (o know
what is happening among us. We
each have our own membership
newsletter and we ane all probably
having problems with incremsing
our membership, One thing that
has been noted is thal voung JAs
do not seem 1o be “joiners.”™
Groups such as the National Asian
Professionals Associgtion are made
up of primarily Chiness and
Koreans. OF course, they are the
lerpest population but one would
think that you might find a MNikkei
here end there

Ome jzst note ... come visil the
Big Apple! Come see and tasie
your way through the different eih-

“nic netghborhoods that make up

New York City. There is no place
likeitt M

Lillign Kimurg is a former
national JACL president.
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By
HIROSHI
KASHIWAGI

{j r his journey 1o early
Sacramento Nihonmachi
begins 21 the 5P station on |

Street which was a shon distonce

from the boardinghouse where we

suyed oceasionnlly, Actually, |
don’t remember ever poing inside
the sation, which was rather for-
bidding — enclosed within an wron
fence and gate. Bui | was always
conscious of the trains coming and
going, day and might, whenever we
were ol Nonkui-ya

A haven for folks from
Wakayama-ken, Nankai-ya was run
by 2 family from Wakayama whao
were related 1o my fother. We were
always put up in 2 room by the
front window on the second floor.
This was a choice Toom reserved
for relatives bul it was no different
from the other rooms for familics
and permanent guests. Bachelors
und migran} workers who s1sved
between harvests and in the winter
were housed in the basement.

I have three vivid memones from
the boardinghouse. First, was the
horse-drawn ice cream carmoge that
came several Limes a dav, | don't
remember the ice cream so much
{we wene: rarely treated) but | can
still hear the tinkling bell — g0 dis-
tinctive and tantalizing.

Meat, was my first tasic of
peanut butter. One morming the
boardinghouss manager beld up a
paper carton and announced that he
had & wonderful new product
called “pea nuts butteh,” He
spooned me & gencrous portion and
told me 1o iaste it which 1 did: 1
thought it tested rather odd but |
nodded my approval.

Then, there was the chow mein
When the boardinghouse felt
expansive (oot too often) they
ondered chow mein from one of the

Prote Cowedy of Casfoimas Siae LirendBay 01 SeEamensd. Specilt! Collgomnng And Unsamiry Archives
The Agnes Hospital, owned by Mr. Miyakawa, was located above the New Eagle Drug Store, owned by
Mr. Ishii. Next 1o the drug store'hospital were the Fujil 5 & 10 Cent Store and the Tamagawado

Chinese mestourants on | Streel
There were T Chineie familics
living on 1 Streel and many bk
nesses, mostly underground. Soon
a Chinese wadter marched in hold-
ing & planer of chow mein high
abave his shouwlder: 1 don't remem-
ber the 1zste of the chow mein ban
the thentrical waller

mare hike sheep unine

The real problem was no one in
sechonl had such @ coat, We med o
lose il but someone would always
finad {1 and retum it 10 ws. And o
was absoluely indestructible. The
|III.|_I| malution was 1o autgrow it
which we lnally did after many

ordered si1x bowls of fempura wdion
undd the beluddied waitress would
look for the extra Person in our
party. O course, there was no swch
person; the extrn bowl wiss for my
miother who always hod two bowls
This remouned & h[il.I'ILI!hF joke until
lage i her life my mother lost all
interest im noodles

and the delicious
arome of the chow
mein — that 1
rememiser.

I Speet seemed a
world away from
Nihoamachi, which
centered on L

“Qur favorite place was the New
Eagle Drug Store on the corner of 4th
and O Street, next o Agnes Hospital.
I think my father stopped there when-
ever he was in Sacramento."

Street and 3nd end
4ith sireets. T only know
Mihonmachi from the time we lived
in Loomis about 25 miles cast of
Secrumento. My parenis ran a fish
marketfgrocery store-and father
made weekly buying trips to
Sscramento and sometimes in the
summer when-school was out | got
to go with him,

Father tendad o favor places run
by fellow Wakasyama folks like

Sakiyama Dry Goods Store which

was on the comer of 3rd and M
streets. That's where he was sold a
pair of heavy coats for my brother
and me. Those coats were the bane
of our childhood. 1 suppose they
wire pood coats — imitation
leather which was impervious 16
rain and lined with warm sheepskin
which, when wanmed by our bod-
ies, tended 1o smell like sheep, no,

ngonizing yemrs.

My father used o buy gifk jtems
st Yordzu-ya on the comer of 4th
and M/streets. My memory of that
store 1 that Mr, Okada, the propr-
ctor and an clder of the kendo
group, once presented me with a
prize for winning a few matches at
the kendo tournament held at the
Buddhist Church Hall on O Street
The prize, nicely boxed and
wapped. was usually a “lenugm”
or (owel. What was spocial was
that my nume appeared in the
Japancsc section of the newspaper
for the first time.

Whenever we wenl 1o
Sscramento as o fumily, it was our
custom to have noodles at this
hole-in-the-wall noodie shop, |
thank 11 was off zn alley, Anyway,
there were five of us bul we always

Qur favomnie place was
the New Eagle Drug Siore
on the corner of 4th and O
Street, next 1o Agnes
Hospatal, | think my father
stopped there whenever he
wis in Sacramento,
Besides medicing and sun-
dries, he got his monthly
magarines there like “King," and
“Shufu no Tomo™ for mother. He
also went there for advice and gen-
eral information. Ishii-san, the
pharmacist and owner, was
extremely knowledgeable about
everything and most sccommaodal-
ing. It was he who recommended
the Coucasian docior who operated
of mo when | had blood poisoning
and | spent & week in Agnes

Hospatal
¥ This hospital, owned by the

Miyakawa famnily, was named afier
their daughter Agnes Mivakowa
who became 2 nofed opera singer.
Recently, I read that the nurses at
Agpnes Hospitsl were all white, 1
believe they werg-bul T remember
onc Japanese nurse who used to
give me candy for “being & pood
boy.” W
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By MAS ODOI

The monumant to racial
good will in Mukilteo,
Washington, The origami
cranag has the words
“peaca” and "happiness”
written in both English
and Japanese

Photos courtasy of Mas Odal

he memorial in
Mukilteo, Washington,

commemorates the
excellent relations between

Japanese sawmill workers and |

the residents during the early
1900s. It was erected on May
30, 2000, seven long decades
after the Jopanese moved away
when the Crown Lumber Co.
closed during the Great
Depression of the 1930s.

The deep appreciation of the
Misei for the friendship of the
ownspeople is summarized in
the following excerpts from a
poetic essay by Midori Tanabe,

the last Japanese American bom

in Mukilten:
Through a Window in Tinze

It was ... in the early 1900
when a handful of Japanese
immigrants made their long
VOWIgE ... Srom the  ixlands

ra. the shores of
Mukilteo, a limde sowmill
town in America ... Few

spoke English. Most none at

all ... Bur it was a good
place with kind peaple, a3
they all worked hard, side by
side, with the people of
Mukilten .

.. Through the kindness and
understanding of the people
af Mukilteq, they learned
new ways, the mew lan-
guage, The children grew

and were soon attending |

school along with other
American children. In this
new place they knew they
had made the right choice.

.. We, the last of rthe
Mukiltee born  Japanese
Americans of this window in
time, honor olir mothers and
fathers for their couraoge,
their spirit of adventure, and
their dedication so that we
may, indeed. live a better
life in this ... the land of
oppartunity. They gave us
that opportunity when they

decided 1o semtle in Mukilico
. We would like to thank
the kind pﬂ.'rpfr of Mukilteo,
whe did so much for them
during those difficulr fimes
Yrid we welcome all their
Ildren to join uws in the
tribuete so our forefathers

Midaori Tanabe

Located on the scenic shores
of Puget Sound, the Mukilieo
enciave was called “an ideal
Japanese lumber camp” in
“Issei” by Kazoo lto. It typified
the dozens of such Japantowns
that sprang up in the Northwest
around the tum of the century
— and as snddenly disappeared
as sawmills closed during the
Great Depression of the 1930s.

Because [nrge sawmills were
built in little forest hamlets,
there was little prejudice
gpainst Japanese being impori-
ed o supplement the work
force. They brought famlies,
and the Nisei children won the

respect of their classmaies with

their scholarship and good

behavior. The lack of competi-
tion for jobs and the compatibil-
ity of their cultural values mini-

mized the harsh ant:
Orientalism which occumred in
other weslem ancas

The Issei workers in Mukilieo
werne o free-spirited group. The

men smoked, drank sake,

played go and had rousing par-
ties. They built a playground, a

park with swings and seesaws,
2 community center for indoor

activitics, and a boy’s club with

gardens and fishponds.
Some of the 100 sawmill

workers were well-educated and

formed a rarka group for writ-
ing and sharing Japanese
poems. They published a liter-

_ary magazine, called Mukiltes,
The wives were busy caring for
children and doing housework,
a foll-time job without the mod-
em conveniences of oday. They

Sea ODOV page 85
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wer the year past, specifically
from May 2001 through Apnl
12002, ] was dubbed the “JACL
Historian™ by the Japanese
American Natiooal Museom in Los
Anpeles, processing oar documents,
clippings and photographs which
wepe ransferred these for preserva-
thon.
If wehad saved all of those JACL
chapter newiletiers, [ might still be
there plowing the enormous
coflection. That said (as longtime
Pacific Cirizen readers and friends
gre surprizsed to leam), ye editor
emeritus is fully retired, no dead-
lines except for 8 monthly eolumn
md-n:lummmuium in my com-

The Holiday Issue theme, “Our
Town,” leased me 1o spot lowns in
Californis- arotnd 1913 when the
Alien Land Law took effect. and
where the Issei men toiled that no
longer exist

We were once asked where
Burnett was. Both lower growers
and many pig farms prospered there
in its-hevdays, before 01l was dis-
covered at-Signal Hill north of Long
Beach in 1921,

In fpct: the 19135 Shin Sekai direc-
tory. lists mone Japaness living in
Burnett than in Long Beach, which
then hed a small Japanese section
ceniered around East 2nd and Elm
where the Long Beach Kihonjinksi
had iis office. Bumell also had ity
own MNihonjinksi bur the directory
sddress wos P.O. Box 25.

Terminal Island was then an
unoccupied  sandy  Rattlesnake
Island ~ under development (o
becoime a harbor and o resont; os the
federsl govemnment in 1912 funded
the building, a breakwater and o
deep harbor off San Pedro. Young
lssei fishermen were then oferating
from Port Los Angeles, another
town that no Jonger exisis,

In the 1900s, with concentration
of Southemn Californis Japancse
fishermen, there, Port Los Angeles
hod a Japanese fishing village with

beach homes, inns and shops.
Kenjinksi picnics were popular
weekends at the mouth af Santa
Monica (Sullivan) Canyon below
the palisades west of Sents Monica,
then a municipality without Japa-
nesz: residents.

However, by 1923 a Japanese
section grew on 16th Swreet and
Santn Monica Blvd. with the
Japancse Hall, Association and
Japanese school. The Japancse
restaurants and chop houses were
closer to the beach.

Towns that no longer exist in Los
Angeles County where Japancse
farms thrived in the Los Angeles
and San Gabrel River plains would
include: Tweedy, Hynes, Florence,
Baker Station, Green Meadows,
Laguns and Newmark. Laguna {in
the Downey area today) had the
masl Japanese forms. Nised from the
area continue (o hold old-timer
reunions (0 keep alive the name of
their Nihon Gakko:

Inland toward San Fermando
Valley and San Gabriel Valley,
where lssei farmers and farms
bloomed in towns no longer exisi-
ing. were Tropico (now Glendale),
Lankershim (North Hollywood),
Rewland (La Puenie) and Lords-
burg {between Azuga and Pomona).

Lankershim's Jopancse Camp
provided the dekasegi laborers for
Tropico berry farms. Tropico, on the
north side-of the Los Angeles River,
provided the second largest stretch
of strawberry farms in the coufty,
Strawberry Park and Monels
{Gardena Valley) being number one.

The Lordsburg Japamese labor
camp housed and fed dekasegs berry
or fruit pickers, who fanned out 1o

# Tarms and orchards in the dfea thal

hat become the biggest concentra-
tion of Asisn- Amencans, wrond

California Towns
at Still Breathe
ST

175,000, in Los Angeles Coumy's
San Gabric] Valley.

The dekmsegi workers were the
voung men who followed the crops
from south to forth of California
weighted with rolled-up blankets
around their shoulders and expected
to send part of their eamings home
1o Japan

One town no longer there in
Imperinl County was Keystone,
where the Japanese got their maul
RFD from Impenal. The valley
which hecame famous for melons in
the winter was an lssel success story
dating from 1906. The summer
before, the raging Colomdo River
had changed its course and Mooded
the wvalley to refill the Salion
Sinkhole, as i was then called

The [irst1 Inpantsc in Impenal
Valley came i the 1890x 1o process
sali @t the lowest part of dry Lake
Cahuills (Salton Sea). Japanese
farmers in the valley were the first
1o bring in young fssei workers, as
many as 400, during the melon-
picking, grading and packing season
which ran through June and July
The lapanese were also the first 1o
engage in colton production in
Imperial Valley in 1909

After 1924, the Valley lapanese
population had doubled its 1920
popalation of 1,300 to 2,800, some
of which has been ascribed to
Japanese braceros (without visa)
erogsing the border from Bajo
California. The memories and glo-
rics of Japanesc ngriculral inpa
and community well-being are on
display at the lapancse Gallery of
the Piomeer Museum, Imperial,
which Sansei farmer Tim Asamen
organized in the late 1980s

I's amazing how this bricf bit
above, of Japanese history, flowed
from towns thet no longer exist. B
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tarting from anywhere on

the West Coast — Los

Angeles, San Francisco,
Seatthe — if you keep driving north
on Interstate I-5 and cross the bar-
der into Canada, you will be in
Surrey. It s now the second largen
city in British Columbia with o
population of 270K

In 1940 Surrey consisied of
B0,000 acres with & population of
soime 11,500, including 45
Juponese families who were settled
generally on 5- 1o 10-acre farms
The total number of Japanese,
probably about 300, consisted
mosily of young children below
school age. And more batues were
coming.

In 1933 only one Surrey Nisei
had graduated from the University
of British Columbia, and he was
ned & graduate of Surmcy High
School. It was not uniil 1936 that
the first Surrey MNiser graduated
from Surrey High School. In 1937
again only one Surmey Nised gradu-
sled, a girl whose mother was
English and father was one of i
World War | lssen veterans

By the spring of 1942 when all
Japanese were evacuated, o total of
only 22 Misei had gradusted from
or attended Surmey High School,
and only one 1940 Nises Sumey
High School graduste was enmolled
at the Umiversity of British
Columbia

Before the war the small Sumey
Japancss comemunity was dominid-
ied by the Issel. The number of
older Nisei who played a mole n
thie affairs of the Surrey commumnity
could be counted on “one hand
with a couple of fingers missing.”

Because of the severe restnctions
in employment, almost all the fami-
fies were engaged in strawbermy
and chicken farming. Chickens for
egs production did nol require any
community cooperation, but straw-
berry farmers were fonced o Doga
mize 10 market their prodoce. They
pooked heir resources and formed
o Strawhermy co-op

Then. for the first time, pae older
Surrey Nised floent in Enghsh wis

hired as a bookkeeper 1o negotume
sales and keep track of the co-op
business. He even had 1o deal with
the telephone company to have o
special telephone line strung about
u mile long 1o the berry hall

The elecied lssei co-op officinls
had to leam quickly how 1o run a
bissiness. They had to decide how
large to baild the berry hall for
multi-purposs use as B COMIMUNITY
facality for social funclions and
Japaness language classes. The
priest from the New Westminster
Buddhist Temple was hired us a
teacher. Bul he was not 2n effective
teacher, and 43 a result only o few
eveniually became somewhal Mu-
ent

The berry hall became the center
for social, educational and enter-
tainment sctivities. A Japanese
health class, Emashild, was taught
by 8 leacher from Vancouver. Some
maothers also started & Japanese
odori group for girls. Japoness
silent movies were shown in the
berry hnll

Afer the bermy cTop wad harvest-
ed the usual co-op pronic was held
at White Rock Beach. Families
brought Japanese-style food and ate
in the Jepanese style where [ami
fret who were fmends would sit
together al the beach (o share their
piemc lunch, not like the Amencan
siyle where every family con-
tributes o a common picnic iahic
and food is shared by all

In 1940 the Surrey Nisel group
for the firg nme myvited Nise (rom
Delta and New Westminsler 1o
iather al the Surrey bermy hall. This
group of ahoul B Nisei included
several voung Issel, 1t wus also
attended and monilored by three
lssei commumity lesders. A
Canadian woman who stared a
social group Tor Niser girls was
inwited.

Social activity was imifrequem
because of the lack of transpors
ticen, There was some imleracton
by some of the Nised wath other
Canadians, but it was maostly with
netghbors who were grade-school

MNagamar tamiy in 1927: Saido, Tsuya (mother) Masajiro (father), Mary,
phota i orie of many in Mike Hoshiko's “Who Was Who: Pioneer Japa

chums. These were usually not n
mixed bov-girl growps, but were
individual friendships among boys
or among girls, The social climate
wis not favorable for interaction
between gurls and bays and was
discouwraged by the parents of both
I.':IIH.I"J\.

Duning the strawberry-picking
seakon Wisei from Vencouver mnd
other places would come as straw-
I1c:|'r1l. pckers, peneraling fnend-
'Ll'.lr'!\ Interaction with Nie from
other commumnities also oocurmed
through participation in socinl
activities at the Buddhist Temple in
New Westminster, Obon services
were widely observed, Special con-
certs and other socinl activities
such as roller-skuting brought
opportunitics for young peopie 1o
inleract with Nisel from other com-
munities. All the familics observed
Mew Year's with .'\.pf_".'.l.tl Jnfia.hc\:
foods and soctal activities

When the children stared attend-

See HOSHIKO/ page 63
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By
Frank Hirata

. was a relative newcomer 1o
Los Angcles” Little Tokyo
compared to the real ald-

nmers who had been thene since

the 1950s. But in contrast to those
baorn in the post-Pacific War era, |
can claim mysell an uhkd-timer.

When | was chosen amaong the

Misei Week Pioneers last summer, |

realized where 1 stand. Thas, [

decided 1o shed light on the

Japanese ethnic enclave throagh

my personal expenence

1 warked in Little Tokyo Trom
1962 to 1970 as the executive sec-
retary 1o the Japanese Chamber of
Commerce of Southern Califormia
{(JOCSC), In the 1960s the
Japancsc-speaking communty
leaders were in their 50s or 60y,
exerting great influence on comimi-
nity affairs.

The Japanese communilics in
Southem California wene far more
cohesive than today. Although there
were communily cenléss in San
Fernando Valley, Pasadena, San
Gabriel Valley, West Los Angeles.
Vendee, Santa Menica. Gardena and
Long Beach, all were in accord that
TOCSC was the cleaning hoose for
many of the community activitics
and events.

Thas, JOCSC was considered the
representative volee of the
Japanese American community in
the eyes of the officials of the Los
Angeles city, Los Angeles county
and California stute. Events and
activities sponsored by the Japan-
£ based public and private entitics
= guch as the Japancse Consulate
& Generl in Los Angeles, Japan
Traders Chab and-the Japan
External Trade Organization
(TETRO) sought JOCSC for inpat
and advice.

Uinder such an environment, | —
85 the executive administrative
~. staff of JCCSC — was not only the
= corporalc secretary 1o JOCSC, bul
also the secretary 1o scores of com-
memity busincsses and cultural and

Scholarthip Fund and the Lirtke
Tokyo Redevelopment Association.

| st clanfy the nature and
function of the Japancse Culiural
Center. Tt was a loosely bound
association of private schoal
instractors reaching out and pro-
mating many aspects of the tradi-
tional Japanese culiure. The groups
practiced the 1ea ceremony. fower
wrrangement, koto, shakuhaehi,
shamizen, biwa instrumenta, callig-
raphy, suace painting. bomsad,
bankei, classical dance, vocal ant
such as shogun, fvoursrd, kouta and
hauta, and folk songs.

The activities were under the
leadership of Katsuma Mukaeda,
Masuo Mitamura, Kango
Takamura, Kazuo Yano and the
other leamed men. The Japancse
Cuttural Center functicned as a
department of JCCSC and was the
directory of cultural groups
responding 1o requests for Japanese
cultural presentations throughout
not only Soathern Califomia but as
far away us the New York EXPO.

1 enjoyed 2 very close and per-
sonal working relationship with
several key paid stafT and volun-
teers in the community. They wene
George Saiki, deputy to Los
Angeles Mayor Sam Yarty and
Tsanc Matsushige, regional director
of the PSW district of JACL. Others
were Hiroshi Matsuoka, executive
director to the Japan Traders Club,
the forerunner to today's Japan
Business Association, and volun-
teers of the Japan America Socicty
of Southemn Califomnia

The JOCSC sponsoncd various
activities and eventually became the

Fund., Inc.
T'will be reondss if 1 fail 1w men-

tigen the youlg, aminious and
enthusiastic Nisei who dreamt of
having o community cetter butlding
in Little Tokyvo, They were Eip
Tanuhe, Tam Kawa, and Joseph lto
With such an obiective, they opened
 hank nccount und the proceeds
from the Anmszal Miser Week
Festival were accumulaed in the
sccount. When the JACTC was
established, the proceeds from this
accound, although it was s noble
drop in the buckel, were sdded to
the fund.

| cannot but reminisce of the
business entities in Linde Tokyo,
There were only two banks, the
Bank of Tokyo of California and
Sumitomo Bank of Califomia; the
former was located af the Kawasska
busdding roughly at the cumrent-sile
of the Union Bank of Califomia,
and the latter also at the current
Kajima building site. These hanks
were the leaders i the local basi-
ness world pasticipating in every
community event

The best known restaurant then
was Kawafuku sl the comer of East
First Street and Weller Street, the
curreni northeast entranceslo the
Weller Court. Others were Eigiku,
San Kow Low and En Tow Low.
Kawafuku and Eigiku wer
Japanese restaurants and San Kow
Low and En Tow Low were
Chinese Restaurants. Nooe of these
exist today,. The bpodstores were
Rafu Shoten and Nippon Books
Store, the formes owned by Tikeo
Taiyoshi and the latier by Kasen
Moda and his nephiew Bob Honda,

The best hate] then was the
Miyako Hotel ® the cument site of
the Kajima Buibding. OF course
there was no facility to hold a com-
munity banguet al the hotel, and the
only location for the banguel was
cither at Eawafuku or San Bow
Low. Nisei Sugar Bowl on San
Pedro Street was o popalar hangout
for the Nises.

There were many hotels in Lile
1'b!_q-o. mostly catering to the single
resident senants. The hotels suitable
for visitors from overseas wese
Miyako Hotel or New York Hosel.

e
Onher hotels included the Pocific
Hotel, Alan Hotel, Narasaks Holel,
ete, Tt seemn that the populir busi-
ness among the ploncer [ssei imms-
gramis wis the hotel business. No
wonder the Japanese Hotel and
Apartmeil AssoCiphon Was a
m;shu 1_|r£,1|1|,‘..h|ii.‘ll'l m exifence
then

The conleclionencs were
Mikawaya and Fugetsudo, the latter
at the curcent location on East Fire
Sireel, and the former near Joscph's
Sen's Wear, -

The food markets were Enbun
near Joseph's Men's Wear, Modern
Food in the Kawasald Bualding to
the west of the Bank of Tokyo of
California; Granada Market was on
the north side of Exs Fimst Street.

Two fumiture and applisnce
siores were LA, Mercantile on San
Pedro Street 01 the current site of the
JACCC, and the Narurmi family was
the operator. The other was Nisei
Trading on East First Street owned
by the Murayama brothers.

There were three Japancse and
Englizh dailics then: The Rafu
Shimpe, the Kashu Mainicld and

v Shin Nichi Bei, The Rafu, owned by

the Komai family, was to the west
of LA, Mercantile, Kaxhu, owned
by Hiro Hishiki, had a lisison office
on East First Street, and Shin Nichi
Bei, owned by Saburo Kido, an
atiomey and a former JACL nation-
al president, was on the cast side of
East Second Street. Ax the executive
$1aff to seversl community orgeniza-
tioms, | visited these publishers
almost daaly 1o bring commumily
news 1o them.

As 1 began writing. the fading
fond memones of yesieryears cams
hack 10 me. A great change has
indeed! occurred physically, cultural-
Iy and socially in Liule Tokyo,
Today, Little Tokyo is in the capable
hands of the new leadership and she
is consantly adjusting herselfl to the
now envimaments.

I take oy hat off snd salute my
dear friend Tom Kamei, who served
o the president for three consccu-



: Seockecon Home-Girl

Shizue Siegel

its feel after the

‘ve always felt strangely at

home tn San Francisco's

Tenderloin and Skid Row
neighborhoods. When | sec a
homeless alcoholic or a drug
sddict, | connect with the hurting
person undemeath the dingy exteni-
of, and 1'll frequently sit down on
the sidewalk 1o talk 1o them. 1 like
the fmct that 1've never feh disgusi-
ed or afraid of the homeless, but
I"ve mever fully undersiood why.

A trip to Stockton opened my
eves, As a bus monktor on a
Japanese American history tour, |
accompanied 40 folks to the city
where my dad was bom and mused
I hadn't been to Stockton in years.
There's no “there” there. Stockion
J-Town was demolighed by urban
“renewal” and replaced by parking
lots and government buildings. The
old Buddhist Church was flastened
by the freeway.

1 often think abowl my grand-
mather's hotel the way it was in the
carly "50s. She lived in o crum-
hling building on a degying block
near the Canal. To got there, we
had 1o pick our way on vomil-
splushed sidewalks past shambling
panhandlers and passed-out drunks
We went up the threadbare stairs
leading to the hotel and down a
narrow creaking hall lined with
closed doors. At the end of the hall
Banchan would be waiting for us in
her tiny sitting room. It was so
cramped that she'd have o pull the
table out 80 we could squeere onto
the davenport, then she'd push the
table tightly against us to make
encugh room for her to get into the
kichen

For o sheltered, middle-closs
Sansei kid, visiting ber was an edu-
cation. [ could visgalize how poor
my dad had been, growing up with
ninc siblings in that hotel, Bt
Baachan didn'i seem to feel poor
She was constuntly saying the
Nemburtie (Buddhist prayer) and

Photo by Leonard Covelio, courtesy of Nason Nagal
In the 19508, Stockion’s Japanlown was a close-knit communlity struggling 1o get back on

taliang sbout the things in hife she
wits grateful for — her family, her
gond friends, her health It was
this fragike, stooped old woman
who taught me not to be afraid of
the hulking men outside
“Goodness and compassion were
not based on externals,” she told
me. Beyond the gnme-stilfencd
panis tied upw ith rope, the \nlrl:.-
pinned overcosts and broken shoes,
there was gentlencss, hurt and
kindness in the siubble-bearded
fmces

She used 1o 1ell me, "I they offer
you & picce of candy, accept with
gratitude.” 1 got lots of candy from
gravel-voiced men who enveloped
me in the sickly sweel mroma of
muscatel, What's more important is
1 B 1D CoRmect with ithe common
humanity which we share with the
most derelict amalg us

On the tour, speaker Nelson
Nagai talked shout growing up
Sansei in Stockion. Dunng the
poslwar recovery pcrmd. {qalact )
Mikke: households, included three
generations living together. Many
of the neighborhood businesses
were MNikked, but J-Town,
Chinatown and Manilatown were
all jammed logether

nﬁﬂ'_

Siockton Sanset grew up on the
Southside in o tght-knit communi-
ty filled with other Asians, Afncan
Amencans and Latinos. They all
got along okay. Nobody fell poor
because ;\c::u.'hm.l}' they knew was
poor. For Nelson, il was a shock to
go to high school end find ot that
the whole of America wasn't like
his neighborhood

Listening to Melson’s down
home, funmy, and well-researched
presentation, 1 couldn’t help but
wish more of America was like
that. Despile the absence of -
Town, the Nikkei in Stockton
remain a close-knit community. On
the million-dollar grounds of the
‘new” Buddhest Chrch, aver 100
Stockton folks from Tomonokai
{semiors” group) shared & benin
lunch with the tour group Hw}
were uniformily warm, fnendly snd
welcaming

A light bulb went off in my head
“1"'m a homie!™ 1 thought
*Although 1"m Stockion once
removed, I'ma h:mw-prl_ I:h'r|:||.||l:h
and through!®™ And Baachan, I'm
prateful. B

(Reprinted courtexy of the Holasbe
Muinichi. )
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efore discussing our
Japanese communit
in the United 5
and whai it means to
us, especially the Nisei generation,
it might be meaningfial to visit and
talk about Japan and its social
structures, a8 | know it. Being
g mindful of the fact that any gener-
£ alization has exceptions, | will
4 express my observations of the
social structure of Japan and the
Japanese over the years from my
different perepective that |
acquired over the years.
Ivan P. Hall, in his newly pub-
lished book “Bamboozled,” takes a
» Jook at Japan through American
é eyes, which is quite imely, con-
2 firming my thinking of our caltural
T valves imported from Japan
through oor parents and the need
E for gradual shedding off of old
baggage. which | see per-
ﬂm; ﬁmﬂm 1o time in
AmencaEn communities

n_mmjﬂ.ﬂm;"lnﬂl nol desl

ag with the political and economic

situations n Japan vis-b-vis 9
the United States, but only the cul-
turn] aspects that we inherited
from our immi parents.

As L, there are
three basic, essential clements of
social structure in J Children
are nurtured and cared for by the
parents when they are young and
ﬂlm,,q::gmm;:m
parenity are
Emplityees are cared for by their |
mpln}mmuabmul’ﬂrﬁjc.l:nk

“teoms of affer-hour recreation
“welfare during working hoar.

Finally, mclqnﬁof society is'the
m:pmiibllll‘)' the government,
the responsliili-

ﬂﬂ- lhu are not mumnih} the
pasenfs and the mplny:rs

My understanding is that thig
form of infrastructure of Japan has
not changed much over the years.
You can obviously see that this is
somewhat the reverse of the role
that our parents, employers and
government play in oar society.

I was part of the Counter
Imelligence Corps of the 115,
Oecupation Forces in Japan from
1946 to 1947, my first experienae
in Japan, and | lived and worked'
m our Tokyo office from 1953 io
1955 = & practicing atiomey, 1 |
was admitted as a Jun Kai-in, or
quasi member of the Tokyo Bar
Associntion, based on my qualifi-
cation in New York, which was
possible in 1953 immediately afier
the Peace Treaty was s:.m:r.-d with
Japan

During the Occupation days, my
contact with the Japanese was lim-
iied to imerrogating Japancse
Amny veterans returning from
Viadivostok, Korafoto, and other
parts of Russia, since | was sta-
tioned in Hokkaido. However, it

was my great fomune (o befriend 2

Japanese doctor whio was o mem-

-
1]

':3"'& 'l""l';' [ :.":H o
Y +

e

b 0

ber of

the an Hokkaide. = i
{Jvﬂm&: gmﬂnul‘:‘&ﬁ Ih:h:\r
bnmu:u&mlmlhhm:hdidmp.

A

soCialize and exchange e-mail over
these many years. They were
devout Christians and this made
our association with them that
mech casier because of ceértuin
shared values. We learned much
about Fapan and Japanese cultune
through them and they have
proven to be grest human beings.

Daring my professional cancer
of nearly 50 years, 1 have been
dealing and associating with Jupan
and Japanizse tulture in many parts
of the world where they are doing
business. | used to visit Japan two
ogthree times & year when 1 was in
active practice, since | always
makntained and od our
Tokyo office. As a matter of fact |
atill da, although on a more limit-
ed scale, and I s1ll visit it once or
twice 3 year is pecessary,

It is within this context that 1
write aboul a Japanese commamity
in the United States af the pegues
of the Parific Citizen. The social
and cultural structure of Japan is
perfectly fine within Japan among
the Japanese, os it has been a-way
of Life for gencrations from the -
feudal days and & period of isala-
tion. It is 50 ingrained within
Jzpan and its people that m:;.-b.:
difficult (o change if, indeed, il is
necetsary 1o dio so,

As Nisei, bom and raised in the

United Stwtes, our parents broughi
with them the Japanese social
strugture lock, siock and barve]
They were able 1o sarvive wish i
and enjoy their social life in their
vew land becanse they were in g

mﬂm
with their own kind with simi-
Mshmm:dwlnuhu
secure within it
Ofooutse, we were the bensfi-
ciaries of all of this 10 /large
umunhplum | fo Leart

mhpﬁuaw#ﬁ
of uuuh&hu

family s

crs and si
ﬂuntufmrhg. o
OUT OWT COMMLIITY.

This type of seiting was pre-
ferred, seconding 1o an African
American mother, for her children
were able to be with their own
kind while growing up and it gave
them a certain degree of comfort
and security in such a sciting.

But for World War 11, muoch
change may not have taken place
in our Japanese community
Hawail and on the mainland, espe-
cinlly on the West Coast, or if it
didd, it may have been very slow in
coming abowl, The current situa-
tion & quite different, and thn;n

mwm-
“mare than
. ‘and in

things Japanese and many of them
can hardly speak Japanese.

This is also true among
Americans in general in thot there

does ta be interest in
Jmumlnmyrﬂl‘l

ago. A loundation | belong to
feamed ihut only 2000 American

See SOGU page &3
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By LUIS YAMAKAWA

wat bom in Lima, Peru, in 1933
Char activities usually revolved
around our Niorgs Gakbo
(Japanese school), and smalobai (sports
evenis) was the most important actviy
At that time the school had sbout 1,000
grade students. In those days most of the
Japanese and Peruvian students dad not
g0 hevond grade schiool The girls gradu-
ated with two years of classes in cogking.
sewing, #ic., them 1o help in
the house. Belore World War 11, Japanese
Exmilies would send thelr sons wo Japan 1o
continee ther education, f they could
find relatives o takee care of them
As far 23 2 Nihonmachi, we didn’t
have anything & Pero similar o Linde
Tokyo in Los Angeles. During the *30s
and "4, my Eamdly fived muainly in the
dissrict of Jesus Maria wheoe we had an
enclave of four 1o six Japanese famibes
living chose: together
The Japanese Peruvian community is
bargely Okinawan (75 peroed), 2nd dur-
Iﬂglhnsc:h:m:flltm
from Clldeasa were not educated in the
Japancse Language, irutead speaking their

(Casttlame) was taught o howrs &
week 26 3 secondary inguage by nathe
teachers. Although we spoke Japanese in
schodl, at home and at oor friends”

b, wee didn'y spesic Spanish very
well

Our conception of Peruvians was pret-
ty negative: dorodo, My, usoid,
eoc. Their concept of us was aiso nega-
tive. We were all Bfth columniszs oyal
only i0 the emperor and hiding guns in
our small Brma

Japaness: Pervviars had 2 very strong
sense of community, Daring those days
we spolee fapaness and Japanese customs
weere puri of our daily lives. Before W
the: Japaness govemment meated s as
their sublecis. In fact, some of the Noe
who went 10 Japan were drafted into

Inn 1940 there was 5 rot in Lima,
Japanese ssores and] hoemes were looeed
and neither 1he police nor government
did anvything to stop i That was the pre-
fade of things 1o come after Peard Hashor

Mier the war broke 0wt berween the
Undted S1ates and Japan, the Peruvian
povernment declared war agains: Japan
and all our possessions were confiscated
Many were send 1o U5, conoengration
camps and (o this day we are sl ighting
for nediness and repurations for the Latin
American Niklosl

The Nihongo Gakleo was also confiscat
e and tumed into 3 primary and sec-
ondary school for girds. At the end of the
war they couldn’t give it back (o us 25 the
Chapuhepe: treary stpiieed. We never
rechaimed the school because 1,000
Peruvian schooigicls wouldn't have any
place to go

My Esther loat his small ooliee shop
and couldn find 2 job in Lima afier the
war. He evennually went out (0 the mou-
tain farms 25 2 hand kaborer 1o cam &'
meager wage. This went on foe four
Years:

le Lisna, | was 81,2 years old when

vour Bxmily and inends comang w your
rescue in case of need

S0 i we huve 36 people svolved in
this circle and everyone brings §2,000 2
mconth, every month someone (s taking
§72,000 & month and they invesz & mn
buying businesses. 1n 3 months the
cycle is completed and they can suan over
zpadn but this tme, with the business,
they can donshie thesr contribution 1o
§4,000 and 20 on. 1 vou can mudtighy tha
by 50 oycles you can see wh coukd hap-
pen, In 10 yeurs we owned all the smadi
bussincises in Lima

My father also got imvolved in this tam
moshi and we bought & nice, large resta-
ranit. All of us six kics worked 2t the

with 3 baschall Beld, rwo 1enmis courns, an
Obvmypsc-size swimming pool, 3 sl0-meter
Obymipee Tield, wo soceer fields, 3 school -
8 restzurant, 3 buge parkong space, and 2
threestory building o the adminisrs
tion offices. Two-stooy-high walls sur
renened thits faciliey

Today that large complex o in the mid-
die of very expensive hiomes, and thanks
to the Peruvian property toing bows, the
tames are very small: The name of this
comphex |5 Estadio La Uinion

e abuo havve another builkding, Centro
Cuileeral Penuano Japones, which is seven
stones high and guarded day and night
by the: Peruvian palice, wh are very
poiite. They even sahute you when you

owmn langnege. -

My parents both Ofdnawanand  these things stanted | had 1o fight my way "

*%,ww 10 school evesy day. One day when | was i
high school andl my mother wocked vy 9-1/2 1 t0kd my mocher, “Obasar gakbo  restaurant and we eventually went on to enter the building. Here is where we have
years wgether with hersismer asachild  &¥nad liara mo dhanad™ (7 don't ke eollege : most of our social and civic sctivities 3
laboer in Chiaks when she was 12 1o raise  chioal 50 I'm 00t going to go anymnon”) Today of course things have danged There i 2 debaseg! phenomenon B
money for the Bmily 10 emigrate from She replied, “Dafjobu nangimo na, —  There is muual respent and the Nikkei in  today where the poor young Nisss and
Japan Jja — kv arantte pedkide pokbo dhinasa™  Pero are midde 1o upper-middie diass Sansei in Peru are moving to fapan 1o E

When we wese growing up wegsed ro | Everything will be slright. Kow, go wash This & a good eample of community  “work 2nd also permanent e &
ke Oikinurwan with Japanese. For exam- up and chieerfully go 1o school”™). [ didss  values and custonys that swved s from dency. Ome-thind of the Peruvian Nilkdei E
ple- | don't have mmoney in Jspanese is 1wt told. | washed mry face with 803p, poverty and ignorence. Our Japanese 13- huve 'opted 10 sty in lapan. :
olame g v, in Oeinavan, it's fingnes aned when | hooked at the mirme, | said dulumn_l’u'uum'yknpumntmm. Nwllir;hmhumm“
vz, S0 when 1 weat to fapanese “tha won't do.” [ sill had that Japanese  without it we wouldn't have surived.  Japan becse: many of them are not edu-
schood at the age of 6 | had to dean up h,wmhhimu?n From then Dhuring those difficolt days we nevdied uﬂmﬂ!mmﬂm
oy Japanese on 1 leamed 1o Ive with i samsething o b on tn, and that was tions, but their younger childoen an

It s important for me 1o mentioe this In 1945, affter the war ended, oy Bther  pride: in our culture and oumehes becoming Japanese. It & o full circle.
divisioe) because it sill has an impact in came hack 10 Lira and the Japencse com- - Nshoamachi in Penu s in our hearts and Wi have another phenomeron, and
the Japanese Ckinawan communiry in minity made use of the famous teni- minds. that b of the lapanese Peruvians in the
RiEe o Smieoe B beejecteten: it Rei i

i meni i rase 1 i by 2 large piece over a

éﬁ;m;mﬁmm et mmﬂm;;mm aboul six city blocks in the outskins of — leftin Peru, — abous 60,000 — it bs 2 big
(s, resding {omikmia), cic Spanish and willngness to pay your debi, and Lima, and tater built 3 spois complex. — percencage. W e

-
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Serving he Mertharm Californis Commoriies since 1548

M.

we ofter Bl lnas of Intursnos Products. Auss, Momaosne,
Businesa, Heafth. Li'e snd Warkers Companastion

1375 Sutier Strest Sia 100
San Francisco, CA 84108

1750 BUCHANAN STREET, SAN FRANCISCO. CA 84113
TELEFHONE 413) T7-72 « FAX (4192 TTI-LER

Phone: (415) 2471610
Fx: (416) 770258
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LOWELL G. KIMURA

CERTIFEED FUSILIC ACOOUNTANT

Pacific Eye Associates

George H. Tenzka, M.I,
(el Comindsfion owd

Antyricr Srgpwamr Larpiey
2100 Websier Street. Saite 214
San Francinon, CA G410 15

Tel. [415) $23.3007
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www pacificeye.com
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Season's Greetings
The Japanese American National Library
KARL KADRU MATSUSHITA
DIRECTON
(1818 Swhier Slreed]
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Extending Our Good Wishes To You!

Fricnds of Hibakusha
1765 Sutter Street

San Francisco, CA 94115
{415) 567-7599

meﬂ}ePhyﬂuansnfSanmenmaym

Shogo Yamada

158 Wabede! 5i. Sule J2§
Hinckuriya Bucing [2nd Floot)
San Fmsnoisco. CA BE115
Telephone © 415 § 4418867

Yasuko Fukunda, MD, Pediatrician .. 3905 Sacramento St 732-5038
Dean R. Hirahayashi, MD, Ophthatmalogist ... 291 Geary S1., Suite 700 3623364
Clyde Ieda, MD, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery 1199 Bush 5S¢, Sute 640 TS
Richard J. Moare, MD, Internist .. - 383F California St 2416 3875800
George H. Tamaka, M, Ophthalmeologist. 2100 Webster #£214 9033007
Michael Toriemi, DPM, Podiatrist . 2477 Chesiom S 921-1922
John L. Umedubao, MD, Internal Medione 1674 Post St Suite 3 9315182
Kenneth 5. Yamamuoto, MD, Oncology, Int, Med. 2645 Ocesn Ave, Suite 305 1352121
Marc Wakasa, MD, Prysical Medicine & Rehab___. 2250 Hayes S 7505762
From the Dentists of San Francisco/Bay Area
Ann Azama, DS, MS, Pediatric Dentistry 384 11th Ave. BEED600
Gall H Duffal, DDS 291 Geary SL, Suite 711 9860382
Robert K. Fujii, DDS 450 Sutter 51 3916660
Les Hata, DIS. 5277 College Ave., #106, Oukdand (5100 653-7012
James T. Hayashi, DS 29] Geary St, Sulte 711 OREIRT
Diame M. Hiura, DS 500 Spruce St Suite 203 7525044
EBrion A Hu, DDS 3 Embarcadern Promenade Level GH3-0BER
Jamies Kobayashl DDS, Msc) 450 Sutter S Sulte 1512 agg-33
|  Robert Koshiyama, DOS, MscD, Endodontist.450 Sutter 5L, Saite 2203 9566050
Lawrence H. “Chip® Nalamura, DD ... 1622 Post 5L 5675200
| GaryGMomwaDDS___ . — 4411 Geary Bhvil, Sulte 302 7528585
| Donaki H Oga, DDS ..MFDHSILM?H 421-1332
| TasOmwDDE______ . 180 Montgomery 1. Suite 2440 3984110
| Dean Osumi, DS . 1622 Post St 567-5200
Dennis D. Shinbori, DDS 1788 Sutter SL, Suite 201 5632000
I Shig Shimhira, DDS 490 Post St Suite 711 £21-1332
Jerry H. Watanabe, DDS, Orthodontist . 291 Geary St Suite 711
Theodore T. Uyemoto, DS 1622 Post 5L
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Al 3 35T
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Craig Y. Yonenmra, DDS, M5, Periodontist 500 Sutter SL #8508

From the Optometrists of San Francisco/Bay Area

Hilura, Hiora & Mark, 0Ds 1418 Polk S

Wang & Totsubo, 0Ds. 1826 Bachanan St, Suite A

From the Attomeys of San Francisco/Bay Area

Steven joshes Dol Atomey 220 Montgomery 5L, #9300

Glenn 5 Sogiyene Attoroey 538 Green S

Sieven G. Teraola, Atomey | Emharcaders Center, Sulte 1020
George Yamasakd, Jr. Ariomey 1006 Mills Bidg, 220 Montgomery S
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Resl Estate Insurance
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SALES, RENTALS BUEHESS

T. OKAMOTO & CO.

ALLEN M. OKAMOTO

TAKEQ OXAMOTO SETSUKD HANDA
IKUKD KINCSHITA DERRELL W. GEE
VITA RODRIGUEZ RON KAGENERO
JAMEES YOMASHIRO H, KUAAHASH!
MR YARARILIRA TOM RBCHAEL NOLAM
JONATHAN PEACHER TAMIED LIMEDA

ﬁ Pacirc Crrieen Houmay Issie, Decesaer 2002

2R Thnhs ey o ke e
T Bemarinen, CAWITS winer www itk ae ey Ui Ploat St Sty Frepcions, (A TS
Tel 1L ST1E00E = Fan 4150220535 AT TS o GALS A7 0
Season’s Gree

MIYAKO HOTEL
1625 Poal Striet
Ean Francisco, CTA BL11E

SAN FRANCISCO 4
Ra,d:«na w
Phone 415682 3200

Toll-Free Fes. BOO.Z334567

| PARKING RATES

01 boar -] 4-5 Hom 18

1-1 Howm § % 5.6 Hoon i am

-1 oo § AN £-T Heun 5 m

14 Hom ] 7- b Houn §1im
m lebroyes  § 100 Pui LeTed 51200 Puiy

EAALY BIRD SPECIAL =1 ] _WONTHLY RARDONG 5 12500
|{COFFEE SHOP IENTER s .20 . 51 M CAR POOL 1T

0T ek T M e T

MORDAYS Broogh FRIAYE ;

TETTETS] |  HOLIDAY GREETINGS
"I | JAPAN CENTER GARAGES

[y oy Py 1610 Geary Boulevard, San Francisco, CA 94115
ARCHITECT | m
Enisr on Geary Boolevand o Enier on Filmons Streed
Posst al Weebsier Sineels Bedweon Post and Geary Streets
Ciper: Wondary Evough Frday Cpen T Dy
Elam biMam EXam e idum
B3 §iBa Serees e b
San Francken « CAS4110
LRI N

1o MUNI 38 Geary - 22 Filimore - 2 Clament - 3 Jackson Bos Lines

| NOW FEATURING ELECTRACAL YEMMCLE CHARGERS
CHARGE YOUR EV. FREE WHILE FOU SHOP

aeiate] Fartry vmiatie . Contact Faricpaig Merchart
T TR N L S AT VLD )
s o R LT B DA ARG |
P I T . KT R

For Mory kntvtmation Cal 415 5674573




(Continued from page 53)

ing schoal they brought home sio-
ries about Christmas. It happened
stowly ot first, bod by the time of

the evacuation, almost all the fami-

hes ohserved Christmas. Canada

does ned have o separation of
church and state rule, so some
Christian religious services werne
conducted in school baildings and
somo Nisst attended.

Very few momiages among older
Nisei took place prior to the evacu-

SOGI
(Continued from page 58)

students were studying in Japan,
while over 46,000 students fram
Japan were studying in the United
States.

Japan is an importan economic
power in our global siteation
today, second only to the United
States, During good times, they
have laid the foondatio in the
United States from which they
could spring forwand 1o greater
things in the global economic and
political world. 1 belicve that they
have done much more than any
other foreign country, excepl per-
haps Israc] and the Jews, in influ-
encing us Americans to see them
a3 they want 1o be seen. Major
Jewish organizations in the Linited
States, i1 is repoted, have over
50,000 students in major colleges
and universities with whom they
ately.

The language is a strong road-
block for many Americans and
nlso the fact tha Japan &5 a tghtly
knit society; it is difficult 1o under-
stond thetr langunge and culiure
without having a long stay in
Japan, While we in the Japanese
community are able to speak the
lanpuage, we have started 10 shed
ofl some of the cultural valees that
came §0 us through our immigrant
parcnis because they were nod cofi-
venieal or were o hindranee if we
did not five in p Japanese commu-

strong influence lr:r often helped
armange mariages of young 1
with older Nisei giris, who Fl-r!::'l::ph
Iy Joet their Canndian citizenship,
became aliens, and were ineated as
such during the war

The hostile political and social
climate in Surrey was sparked by

the Surrey Canadian Parliarment
member in Ottawa. Neither Nisei
nor noturnlized lssed could vole in
British Columbia, 2o Japancse
Canadians had no political power,
When Canada went to war in 1939
the Issei leaders asked 8 Canadian
Sumey Women's group 1o advise

nity. Our society has been an open,
free and individualistic society,
perhaps narcissistic and egodistic,
but there 15 much introspection
that prevails in our daily lives,

fier serving in the Army

and leaving for New

York after college, 1 was
completely detached from the

them oo how the Japancse commu-
mity could help with the war effort.
The meeting started amusingly
when the lssei leader ssked the
group to sing "0 Canoada”™ and no
one had the key to unlock the
|piand,

When the evacuation came,
Sumey families decided to go to the

Fholo oourlesy of Miko Hoshbo
Japanese language class students with their teacher the Buddhist priest (about 1835).

sugar beet farms so they could be
together a5 a family. If no, the
father und older sons would be sent
o wiork camps and the women and
children 10 evacuntion camps
Since in Canada all the Japanese-
owned farmlands in the resiricied
area were expropriabed, farmens

rights or best interest of the other
Owver the coarse of 15 years,
having traveled seven times
around the world on all kinds of
international business for my
clients, to every country in South
America except Uruguay, to many
countries in Europe mncluding
Poland and Russia, and even to
Liberia. Sencgal and the Ivory

In a completely multicultural sucieg;h
like New York, where you come across
thousands of people daily with no
names who come from 189 countries
around the world speaking different
languages, the Japanese culture was
as foreign to them as theirs was to me.

e

Japanese community, culture and
mindset which were imbued in me.
It gave me security and a feeling
that | was as good as the next per-
som, but | was always mindful of
CGreorge Oywell's sisiement: “Some
people are more equal than oth-
g

In & compietely multiculiural

‘society like New York, where you

come across thousands of people
daily with po names who come
from 189 countrics around the
waorld speaking different lan-
guages, the Japanese culture was
i foreign to them as theirs was 1o
me. On the surface, there was
matd respect 10 the extent that no
o unpinged on the sellare,

Coast in Africa, it became appar-
ent to me that many pf the cultural
valoes that were handed 10 me by
my parents did not 'quiu.- fiil outside
of Japan and & Japanese communi-
.

One example is the group-ori-
ented practice in Japan thal does
nod allow for individualism — a
fundamental valie for us in
America. | have seen this in proc-
tice in Japanese communities by
JA orgonizations mude up of
younger generations. This particu-
lar aspect of Japanese-ness can
adversely affoct the best interest of
the organiration since the tendency
of the minority i 10 Tollow the
majority, only for the wake of hus-

from Surmey did not have a/place 1o
retm to. Besides, it was not ung]
April 1949, four ycars after the war
wiis over, that the Japanese were
allowed to retumn to the nestricted
ures

Perhaps only two or three
returned to Surrey to stan over, but
o least one fortunate lssen became
very weilthy as fand
prices shot up, The
sugar beet familics
endured hard work and
eventually succeeded
in creating better Hves
for themaelves. Their
Niser children pradum.-
ed from universities
and scattered through
oul Big cities in Canada
and several weiid 10 the
United States. Today
there is no Japanese
communily in Surrey,
ond Japanese culture
B can be found only in
places like the
Japanese Canachian
muscums and netire-
menl facilities. W

The book, " Wha Was
Who! Fioneer
Japanese Families in
Surrey and Delta, ™ by
Michael Hoshike, has
over 500 photographs showing
what life was like in Survey and
Delta before WWIHL The boak may
be secured from the State Libroary
of California in Sacramento, the
Seartle Public Library and other
public and uriversity libraries, and
alro from Nikkei Books in Toronio.

moay. of wa, whether the decision
is for the good of the crganization
or not. There are many other
examples of Japanese cultural
mspects that came to us throogh
our parents thut may still be alive
in proctice in our Japaness com-
munities that may noi fit our social
practices in the United States,

In conclusion, a Japanese com-
munity has served its purpose for
which it was initinlly ¢stablished
and it should now concentrate on
JAs ncting as a bridge between the
Lmited States and Japan, which
“stanvd ai polar extremes in the
way their societies are organized,”
sccording to Glen 5. Folushima in
Tokyo.

This will be a freat contribution
on our part, to be able to have
Americans understand Japan bet-
tey, as it will improve oor relations:
with them. On the other hand, we
should not be advocates of Japan
in any way. Japan may be very
sensitive 10 cniticism or negative
comments and the JA communities
could contribute greatly throagh
their programs for betier under-
standing of Japan.

Of course, JAs anc best quali-
fied, since some of ds know the
language and i is in our blood o
be able to explain Tapan without
becoming their advocates on isnes
that arise between the United
Seates and Japan. As 1vin Hall

, more Amenicans should
stidy Japan and the languege so |
that we can relute o them
effoctively, and invest moe G
and money in doilg this 1l
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(Cantinued from page 42)
Young wondesing in ks speech o
the Sunset Club: “Why is a fapanese
being allowed to print & Japanese

in Seatthe? All the Japanese in
America should be locked up.” We
thought then, for pete’s sake, we had
nothing 1o do with the war. A month
later (February). the Grear Northern
Dhaily folded. Then another month
tater (March), the Mevrh American
Times was shut down. Shortly thene-
after, the Japariese Amerivan Courier
headd 10 quiit. And then, as Young had
advocated, the Japanese indoed werne

and Incked up.

The Seattle Pos-Intelligencer
{ak PJ) handied the Young story
differently by printing not & word
abowt his remearks about the Japanese
newspapers and the “lock-up.”

But Nihonmachi never forgot the
Rev. Emery Andrews of the Japanese
Baptist Church, Father Tibesar of
Maryknoll and Albent Bonus (the
Enghshman for standing up for owr
cause.

what was poing on in
M;h'h&uhum
 Enplish section. Thus, the Nortwess
Times, an newspapes fos
JAs, began pobliching in 1947, |
Ini jts first year, the Northwes:
TEmes sponsored the Nissi Howr

North American Post
North American Times |
Great Northemn Daily

Japanese American Courier

Nor thwest Nikkeil
Northwest Times

honmachi I w, over radio station KEVR as well as Insetls %t legendary columnist should do well, The Seastle JACL,
nﬁumﬂmmy & basehall league and & Noriwest Hny?ﬂr*:l:;mm“u'um~ the Nisei Velerans Committes, the
fnced an economic throwback of g Invitational Basketball Toomament.  mental in the elimination of the sporting world and the groups col-
least 50 years. Early o, the retum- 10€ Times’ centerpiece was s all-  color ban in bowling, and famed ~ lecting documents for postenty all
ing veterans fought job discrimina. 5% tezm that caplured the consols-  Searrle Times” columnist Emmen WWN.‘"&?‘M-_M“
tion. But the determined vets were 07 trophy in the 3rd Annual Watson, who saluled the 442nd ver.  Tomio Moriguchi’s Uwajimaya.
10t i he denied. They wead their Norhwest Invitational Baschall eruns s “these most loyal of all News ihat Nihonmachi has “died”
tnimp card — the G.L Bl of Rights  Toumament in July 1950. Dick loyal Americans™ in the Feb. 4, i premature. Nibonmachi, once o
— 10 go on 1o tradke schools and col-  SUlon, & young, skimny hakujin 1993, lssue site where vital businesses flourished
leges. When job opportunities piicher, won two games and also hit Today, Nihanmachi is not as if and catered mainly 1o the Japanese,
opencd up, they were ready 1o be & home run for the Times' all-stars once was. The influx of people of may have shrunk. but its spirit — the
accepted and prove their metle. For his outstanding play, Dick was  Vietamese. Korean and Thai spirit of giving, the spirit of caring
The North Americin Post awarded the Matt Thnaka descent hus changed the lawdscape ;mm";;swm;ﬂmm
oDOI America. Most fought with the  Seantle area, and ofien antended  mare promising careers.
442nd Regimental Combat the annual Mukilteo Festival Mukilteo exemplifies how
(Continued from page 48) Team in Europe and contributed In 1991 they held a JA mast Japanese communitics,
: 1 to its reputation as “the most reunion, where members came  built by hard-working Issei on
::*“‘d E::ﬂ'““s ?ﬂﬂjm ﬁmngd unit of its size in the  from as far as Boston and New  farms and other labar intensive
ssons in Engli v nited States Army.” Others Jersey. It was there that the idea  industries, have largely disap-
| m‘l"l:: :ﬂmm"":“ ?‘rrs}l of hﬁm volunteered for the Military of a memorial to their happy peared as the well-educated,
" m}'* £ w:msh +  Intelligence Service in the childhood was initiated. affluent younger generations
;;fﬂ gathered shellfi Pacific theater. Because of good race rela- move away 1o cities and the sub-
e “r"-‘ sandy beach, and The extraordinary military  tions, Mukilteo Nisei blended = urbs, Some of their grandchil-
G ished, and picked edible  rocopgs of Japanese Americans  well into the American main- dren are physically indistin-
3:‘:;:’ a:r:l h: wk!mmﬂul r::: u“:ufmammeguﬁm against stream, _1:111;:1)' _dcwlnp'm,gr guishable fmb::u the .n"u'lmur ican
m, y the war careers in business or profies- mainstream use of frequent
t"':'-““'“ bﬁ"m the m’-’w’-‘r}' against Japan, into respect and  sions. One example is George intermarriages. To them the
ormed Eﬂi‘ﬂﬂpﬁ 1n £C - Mukilteo monu-
s ﬁ.mumﬂmm _— el
L= .
TS, *ﬂ‘;ﬁgm “To them the Mukilteo monument will be a perpetual cebpiedr of ok
lasted : S roots —
Eﬂﬁmﬁﬁ reminder of their roots — that they are fulfilling lofty  ae fulfiling loty
e ey dreams of talented, ambitious Issei who immigrated t0 e ambitous
e st s Issei who immi-
carefree environment. _ America for wealth and a better way of life.” grated to America
- J hen the for wealth and a
mli“ better way of life.
: Like shart
1930, all the Japanese moved 10 hioh esteem as “model minon-  Tokuds, leader of the boy's Japanese poems, the memorial
other areas in Washington. They 1y ™ and their faith was group, who started several drug  says much, much more than
were further scattered across the  rugeemed beyond their fondest  stores in Seantle. His son Kip meeis the eve. The paper crane
country during the World War Il expeciations as the American-  was elected state representative  symbalizes memories of happy
evacoation and the subsequent  people atoned for their wartime  from West Seattle and his childhoods that influenced lives
rﬂmi;:ummm 2 m‘lﬁumumm ways! dﬂuwlr.:r\‘sl’:nldghﬂ:_mn:n!cws Ffﬁm!:lisd.ﬂle}rn;ﬂ:dm
Thou d embit- other sawmill camps, anchor in rancisco, being  impossible -
tered at losing home and prop- — many Mukilteo Misei setiled in voted the most popular telecaster  achieved them! May the Sansei
eny and being intemed withoul  the Bnct and Midwest sfter the  in the Bay Area several times. and Yonsei revive the spirit and
mmmufmm i and i ’"”J,;m'" T TR Y e ool S Tatae .
i ; . . Eventually, most 0 publicized ways; their that have won great biessings for
faith and offered their lives for  familiar surroundings of the children have embarked on even  all JAs I
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itle Tokyo: Changing

Times, Changing Foces”

will be the title of the

third publication of the
Japanese American Historical
Society of Southern California's
“Nanka Nikkei Vioices,” or “Vioices
of Southern Californis Japaness
Americans.”

The idea for a JAHSSC publica-
tion thar carried stories from prima-
ry sources was planted sbout 12
vears ago when Kanshi S,
Yamashita, PhD, proposed a cross-
generational collection of oral
interviews,

The idea lay fallow until 1995
when Iku Kiriyama reopened the
discussion of a *grassroois™ publi-
cation. The membership selected
“Volces” as the publication title,
and member Harry Honda suggest-
ed adding "Nanka Nikkei™ to align
the title with our organization,

Brian Mitya was recruited as the
edhitor and he suggested
“Resettlement Years 1945-1955" a2
the title for “Nanka Nikkei Voices
I" (“INNV 1™} since little had been
written about the years afier the
end of Warld ‘War Il and the clos-
ing of the intemment camps.

At about this time in the plan-
ning, the Civil Liberties Public
Education Fund was carmying out
its mandate (o support projoects that
would educate the public about the
incarceration expencnce. The
Nanks Nikkei Voices publication
commitiee applied and received a
$12,000 grant. “Resettiement
Years™ was published in 199, with
storics submitied by 47 people
from the Southern Catifomia com-
mumity (past and present).

In 2007, “NNV ITI" was pub-

lished with the utle "Turning
Points™ suggested by member Dr
Jack Fujimoto. The focus was on
lwrming points that were largely due
1o the wniers' Japancse Amcrican
cthnicity or heritage. Fifiy-seven
people from a broader cross-section
of the community submatied slo-
ries, and NNV II: “Turning Points™
sold out in October. (A few copies
are gurrently available a1 the
Japanese Amencan MNationol
Museum bookslore, )

“Little Tokyo™ was one of two
titles suggested by Kinyama for
WNV M1 and it was adopied by the
comminee. The idea came abou
after a chance meeting with Brian
Kito st Mitsury Grill the moming
the rehab of the old Far East Café
was unveiled. Tky'and George
Kinygama talked with Bnan over
coffee and listened to him remi-
misce about the history of Lile
Tekyo. The thought hit them that
here was a Sansei talking about
poople snd places that were gone,
and his words — the history —
were being lost.

Exhnic cultural enclaves have all
been undergoing changes over the
decades as ecopomics and social
assimilation moved boundaries or
created new neighbarhoods, often
reflecting new immigration and
generations of American-borm cili-
zens, Chinatown and Koreatown
have moved to form new enclaves,
leaving the original “towns™ 10 pew
immigranis.

The survival of Littie Tokyo has
been the subject of conversation
since the first Nisci Week was

ized to attract JAS 10 do their
shopping in Little Tokyo.
Businesses intimately associped

with people’s memories of Lintle
Tiokyo are largely gone, but a few
are 111l surviving, such ps Brnian
Kito's Fugetsudo, which will cele-
bratg its 100th anniversary in 2003
It ts hoped that "Little Tokyo
Changing Times, Changing Faces”
will have stones of people, build-
ings, businesses, institutions,
churches and lemples, history
(evacuntion and resetilement),

OFganIZELIONS, 1550ES and controver-

wies from the early days 1o the pre-
senl

There 13 a 1.200-word fimn and
Aug. 1, 2003, is the deadline. We
are looking for between 50 and 60
stories for this publication
Submissions should be sent to: lku
Kinyama, NNV chaimperson, al
JAHSSC, PO, Box 3164, Tormnce
CA B0510-3164. For quesiions,
please call 310324-2875.

The following individuals and
wepics arc in the planning stages
Harry Honda (early Little Tokyo),
Suc Embrey (growing up in Linie
Tokyo), Mas Dobashi (Mishi
Honganji), Richard Katsuda
(Smaghin Dojo), Jolin Saito (post-
war), Hy Shishino (postwar), Brian
Kito (Fugetsudo), Dr. George
Yamaguchi and Priscifla Galliam
{Liithe Tokyo Towers), Emi Yamaki

Fugetsu-do, one ol the oldest
businesses in Little Tokyo,
Los Angeles, will turn 100
years old next year. |l Is also
one of many stories of poople
and places which will be pro-
fied in the Japaneso
Amancan Historcal Sociaty of
Southem California’s third
installation of “Nanka Nikke
Voicas.”

{Koreisha Chuushokukal )

Copies of “MNanka Mikker Vowces:
Resettlement Yeurs 1945-19557 are
available for purchase a1 515 per
copy, which includes postege and
handling, The cos for international
readers is 517 per copy. Checks
payable 1o JAHSSC should be sent
i the PO, Box address above

The following people shared
their stones of rescitlernent: Mary
Yagawa Saito, Sid Yamazak,
Masao Dobashi, William “Wimpy™
Hiroto, Midon Watanabe Kamed,
Shizu Matsomur, Sam Mivamoio,
Jun Okimaoto, Hank Umemoto,
Edna Hashimoto, Margie Kado,

Bill Yokoyama, Wakako Yamauchi,

Jenni Kuida, Marths Nakagswa,
Tim Asamen, Rev. Sumio Koga,
Eddy Kureshima, Lioyd Inui,
Haruko Hurt, Sam Tenaka, Harry
Honda, Kanshi Stenley Yamashita,
Tku Kiriyama, Phil Shigekuni,
Grrace Fujimoto, Machi Kuida,
May Tanaki, George Kiriyama,
Rev. Arthur Takemaolo, Hy

Shishino, Shipenobu Sakshera, Leo

Tanakn, Tom Ikkanda, John ],
Saito, Victor Mursoka, Jack
Fujimoto, Cherry Okimoto, Akira
Sakamoto, George Toya, and Sue
K. Embrey. B

Nmk.a Mikkei Voices: Resettlement "r’qers 1945 - 1955
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= Back pain * fGpoms injurics = Fibromywiga

333 Lantana, Sulte 138, Camarillo, CA 93010
(B05) 384-2363
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stholarehip awards and other cultural and commanity events.  Thank You!

LANGSCAPE ARCHITECTUFRE
BITE MASTER PLANMING
MAMACEWEWT
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“JOHN HIRAISHI
JULIE HIRAISHI

PEKING (VN

Brokers
Res: (BUT) SH7-1202

(B05) 987-47406
(B0rs) PE7-2300 Fax

PO, Box 1532
3615 E Las Posas Rd,

158
Camarillo, CA 93011

WE HAVE EXPANDED (AIR RESTAURANT!!
KEW MENU AND FRESM SEAFDOD DISHES
COME CELERBRATE WITH LIS
*SPECIAL® DIM SUM SERVED FROM CART AT
LUNCH SATURDAYS AND SUSDAYS!

Cockiniby, Caiermg & Bengperi Farilines
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ]
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY — Minkoum §3)
33N Lantans St — Camanlln

TEL: !ﬁﬂgm-lla Hﬂm@ M- 1371
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BY
FUSAKO YAMAMOTO
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‘305 when women physi-

cians were & rarity, three
Togasaki sisters became medical
doctors. In fact, in this outstanding
family of nine children, the other
three sisters hecame numses; one in
public health, and the others as reg-
wstered nurses. The eldest child,
George Kivoshi, was in the onginal
groip of the 100 most suocessful
graduates of the University of
California, Berkeley. He made his
home in Tokyo, where he became
the president of Japan Times, an
English language daily. He was also
the first chairman of the board of
Japan Christian University, His
brother, Susumu, took over the fam-
ilv's impon-export business. Both
brothers were founding members of
the JACL. Shinobo was the
youngest member of the family, He
studied and taught’ tnatherriatics at
Stanford University, and worked o
IBM and Hewlett Packard Today,
he and Yaye, the voungest sister, gre
the last remaining Togasaki mem-

Togasaki

the United| States in IE87. In Japan,
he atiended the Judges University
for teo years, but left because he
fhed about his age and said he was
18 when he was oaly 16. One can-
not be o judge before age 21, 30 he
left the school to swdy U.S. law. He
was planning 1o spend two years in
the United States. then retum to
Japan 10 complete his degree, but
staved in this country instead. When
anti-Japanese  pressure  forced
wholesale houses 1o cut off supplies
to Japanese laundries. Togasaki
organized a cooperative and pur-
chased machinery and other needs
from Eastem fioms, thus. enabling
the operators to ride out the boveot
This effon resulied in Togasak
forming o wholesale  business,
Mutual Swpply Co, in San
Francisco

His wife, Shige Kushida, came to
the United Sumes in 1892 when she

was 23 years old. Defving the (radi-
ton of female suiservience, she
came lo study on 4 Women's

an.mﬂh

f
:Fm:gmnb-rdm
= Prasidant ol Japan Thmes

Christian Temperance Union schol-
arship. When the scholarship did not
materialize, she ook a job a a
domestic in San Francisco. There
she met Kilomatsu, and they were
married. In the years that followed,
the Togasakis, wath thew children,
were ol dockside w0 greet cach
shipload of Immegrants. They com-
foried the homesick, helped them
through the red 1ape o land, found
temporery  shelter (often o thewr
own home), and helped the young
couples buy clothing and house-
kecping items. Shige wis a spunky,
comussionate woman who lived
by Christian principles. The famaly
members - were  Fundamentalise
Christians, but some  became
Quakers. The concem for others
shown by the Togmsaki parems was
passed on to their children

When the Togasski davghters
wiere groowing up, they aceompanied
Issei pregnant mothers to visit their.
doctors and acted a5 inierpreters.
When the infamts were bom, they
assisted the mothers in caring for the
infants and helping with househald

chores. The girls were never paid for
their services, nor did they expect 1o
be.

Dx. Karue Togasaki, the eldest of
the Togasaki physicians, graduated
from Stanford University Children’s
Hospital School of Nursing and the
University of California School of
Public Health Nursing. She worked
ms & public health nurse but aspired
i becomne a physician, and by &et-
ting aside money from her eamings
was able 1o fulfill her dream. She
wirs the first Japanese Amencan stu-
dent to be accepied at the Women's
Medical College of Pennsylvania,
received her MD in 1933, and com-
pleted her internship at Childsen’s
Hospatal of San Francisco. In 1935,
Karue established a private practice
in San Francisco, She ofien dropped
by af Mitawa Pharmacy, 1602 Post
Street. Dr. Topasaki scemed  most
comfonable visiing Misawa-san
becanse Misawa-san was one of the
early women pgradustes of UCSF
School of Pharmacy

Farue's practice was intermupied
by the War Relocation Authority,
when she wag pamed director of

%"m

mnm‘s Dhl'iuun T:ima‘.\minn
Union Scholarship, which didn't

n

Original geoup of 100 most successiul UG Berpley praduales

First chair of the Japan Chnstian Univensidy

= Took owed famdly importiexport business

* Graduated from LG Berkaley in public haalth
* Eamed her medical dagree from John Hopkins Universiy Medical School
mmwwmwmummmw

from getting a job

* Want on 1o sam o master's in publc helth rom Hansand Uinharsiny
* Dunng Workd War I, she o up medcal practices o the Mansanar War

Risiocation Authonty camp

* Worked with sisier Chiye Yemonaks ol the Tuls Lake War Fulocation

Anthority

camp
* Aftor the war, went 10 ftady to wark with Unitied Nation's Redks! & Rahabilitation
= An acthe JACLos, Disbio JACL 881 up a scholarghip in har name

*+ She passed away in 1990 at age 85

ne
* Duiring World War Ii, WMIWTQNPMMWNHMM
Authodity camp
Mmmanmununuwwmwmu. WOmDN'S prison
*5he passed away in 1990 af age 82

1o Japan

dogris from UG Berkoby
in the 15308 &nd took over Dr. Kitsuda's praciics when
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= Comphated hof inarmship al Chidren's Hospital of San Francisco

= Sha mhnﬂdlrm D, Koo Topasaid, worked at e Tuls Laks War

= Established privala practice in San Francisco in 1835 Rslccation

= Dusing Workd War Il, she was directoe of modical senvicas of Tanforan ot

Assembly Coenter; then helped open the hospitals at the Topar, Tubs Laks and - A
Manzanas War Ralocation Authodty camps —

= San Franciicn Examings Named her ona of 10 Tost Distinguishad wormin - !

of 19707 - = Taught mathemates at Santong

= Was a strong supporter of San Francson’s YWCA in Japaniown = Warked at Hewlet! Paciors and 186 1

» Pagsed away 1892 ol age 55 * He-and sisiar Yaye s the last femaining Togesaki from their genecatien



medical sfrvices for the Tanforan
Assembly Center in 1942, She was
then assigned to Topaz Relocation
Center in Utah to open a hospital for
the evacuces, then to Tule Lake
Relocation Cenler Hospital, and
thereafter to Manzanor, where she
was in charge of obhstetrics,

After the war Karne completed

her residency in obstetrics and gyne-
cology in Chicago. She returned to
San Franciseo in 1947 and resumed
her medical practice. She practiced
as a staff physician at Children's
Preshyterian, Mary's Help, 50
Francis and Chinese hospitals

Kazue lived in 2 lupe four-bed-
room home 5t 450 Sutter Street. In
spite of her busy work schedule, she
helped unmwed mothers, At her own
expense, she had the young preg-
nant girls stay at her hame, delivered
their babies, found good homes for
the infants, and helped the girls with
their pew lives. Karoe also had peo-
ple with incurable diseases stay ot
her home. On Sundays, her home
was opened 1o the JA students
studying at the University of
California.

The San Fruncisco Examiner
named Dy, Togasaki one of itz ten
“Muost Distinguished Women of
1970," in hooor of her years of com-
munity service in the area. She was
active in many ofganizations, pro-
miting better Japan- American rela-
tions and public health. These
mcluded the Amenican Medical

Association, JACL., Planned
Parenthood, Mental Health
Associstion, Council of Civie Unity,

and SPUR. She was also a strong

of the San Francisco
YWCA in Japan Town, a gathering
place of the Japanese community. At
Togasaki made sushi to serve 30

guests.

Dr. Korue Togasaki. a compas-
sionate woran, enjoved a busy and
full fife. She passed away in 1992 at
the age of 95.

Dr. Yoshiye Togasaki was the fifth
of the prominent Togasaki siblings.
She eamed her degree in public
health from the University of
Califormia at Berkeley. Yoshiye

of pablic health degree.

D, Yoshive's first private practice
focused on communicabile diseases
uniil Word War 11, With the notice

George Togasaki (far left), the eldest sibling and a founding member
of JACL, at a 1872 CCDC convention banquiet. Next to him from |-r
are Saburo Kido, Dr. T. T Ymbawﬁww1muah

of evacuation, she volunteered 1o set
up medical services w Manzanar
Internment Camp, orgamring and
training safT (o control commamica-
bl diseases and vaccinations. Whale
ot Monzansr she was supervised by
a white male who did not have pub-
Ibc health traiming but required all
the doctors to pet his permission
prior to any operation, In sddition,
he would cross oot Yoshiyve's orders
to the norses. Knowing she was
nghi, she wasled for him to leave
and would rewrite them. [n doing
50, she was considered “1oo disrup-
tive.” She also provided obsietnc
and mfant care to the intermees, and
made mvaiiable all needed medical
supplics. She, Dr. Karme, and their
sister, Chiye Yamanaka {nee
Togasaki), a registered nurse, were
also ardered 1o work with the med-
pcal stafl a1 Tule Lake Relocation
Camp.

Prior to the end of the war, Dr
Yoshive left the inermment camg for
a pediatic residency a Bellevue
Hospital in Mew York City. After the
war, Yoshiyve volunicered (o go 1o
laly with the UN Relicf and
Rehahilitation Administration,
which was pant of the Army. There
she discovered that there was saill
prejudice and  resentment {owards
JAs, She received the lowest rank of
captain, while thosE with less quaki-
fication than bir received higher
ranks. i

“After’ that, Yoshiye retumed 1o
Californin and found many strug-
gling to reestablish their fives. For
her, the years of hard work and
excellent training paid off. She was
hired ax assictant heahth officer for
the Public Health Deparument of
Contra Costa County, where she
would go on 1o serve as chiel of the
Division of Preventive Medicine
unti] her retirement.

She also gave a lifetime of com-
mumity service. She was active in
the Armnerican Civil fiberties Union,
JACL, Planned Parenthood,
Soroptimist  Inlemational,  the
Japanese Women Alumnae of UC
Berkeley, The American Medical
Association, Mental  Health
Association and many other groups
and causes, She foceived many
awards. On her 88th birthday cele-
beation, sponsored by the Dishlo

Valley JACL, a scholarship in Dr
Yoshiye's name was st up

. Yoshiye enjoyed good health
and died in 1999 of the age of 95,

Dr. Teru Togasaki, hom in 1908,
was the voungest of the three
Togasaki physicians. Dr. Teru
received her MD degree from the
University of California. After grad-
uation, she moved 1o Sacramento in
the carly 305, She amived when the
Issei  physician, D Kilsuda,
retumed 1o Japan. She set up a prac-
tice ot Dr. Kitsuda's former office at
326-12 0 Street. The Japanese com-
munity was awed (o e a woman
physacian in their madst, and young
girls particularly loaked 1o her with
admiration,

Dr. Teru had 3 desp conviction
that being a physecian was a mission
1o help others. She never timed a
patiehl away, even if they could pi
pay, Monetary gain meant little 1o
her. In fact, if she knew the patient
was poor she visited the family with
mieals, or if the mother wias incapad-
itated she volunteered to do the fam-
iy luundry and take care of the
infant. Dr. T&u is remembered ps
being a very carng person, and

many former Saormmentans remem-,

ber her kindness. Dr. Teru was also a
fine doctor. Being her patient meant
45 minues of thorough examing-
ton. Docors Karue and Yoshive
called her “the diagnostician™ for her
skill in the arnt of medicine.

Like her mother, she wanted to
welcome those new o the city, D
Teru befriended Hawatian Nisei su-
dents who were studying st
Sacramento Jumor College, and
invited them for home-cooked din-
ners. Unlike most quicl, retinng

Nisel, the Togasali children were
asseruive. D Teru was amculate
and had no besitation about express-
ing her thoughts. Her brother
Shinobu remembers their father
insisted that all of the family mem-
bers have evening meals together
and encouraged discussions of seri-
ous subjects at the table, such as
world events. Shinobu recalls the
family dinners were always bosster-
(VL]

When the Japanese were interned
in camgs, Dr. Teru was assigned to
Proeston Relocation Camp. After the
war, Dr. Teru relocated o Hawan
and practiced medicine for 13 years.
She worked at 2 women's prison,
and lived with her sister Mitsuye, o
registered nurse. She was dismayved
when she amved af the old, run-
down prison, and insisted that the
building be replaced by a new one.
But many of the people and polit-
cians did not want W pour moacy
mnto @ new prison. D, Teru fought
very hard for a new jail, showing the
public how dilapidated the bailding
really was, and succeoded in getting
a new prison buill. A Quaker, she
also taught Bible study (o the
women onde i manth at the prison,
Dr. Teru always had strong convic-
toms. Al one time she went 1o [ndia
1o teach hith control, but that
proved to be futile. While in Hawaid,
she was very active in the League of
Women Votors and served as the
organization’s president for one
year. She also called on many elder-
ly people and helped them.

Later, Dr. Teru retumed 1o San
Francisco and lived wath Dy, Karue

of encrgy and was always eager for
knowledge. In her later years, she
began to study matherratics with the
help of Shinobu. The family mem-
bers were close and always helped
each other. Dr, Teru, who possessad
aptaldn:a.lulhunmmy.dindin
i

mmhlbcuﬂyinpmdhyw
remarkable extent 1o which each
member of the Togasaki [zmﬂy
unsclfishly gave of themsclves in
the service of the Japanese commu-
nities they lived in." W

ACENOWLEDGEMENTS

Mr. Shinobu Togesalki
Mirs. Marni Uyedd
REFERENCES

Mormow and Ca, Inc.
Facific Cltizen
Tisle Liske Dhspanch

Friends and relauves of the Togasak family
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COMPLETE JAPANESE BESTROEANT
| Best Sushi Bar in Camarillo!

&3 Daily D ~ Come loin Cler Friendty Atmoiphere?
Las Posas Plaza SAKE, IMPORTEDDOMESTIC BEER SERVED
Camarilio TEMPURA * TERIYAKI * SUKIYAK]
FOOD TO GO (CLOSED TUESTIAY)
Laseh; Man-Fri 1040 2 * Dinnex; Mos-Sai 5 0o 10
- w—iﬂ'ﬁ‘i Sun 500 0§
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and fair prices for 22 years in I-hmu.m

”
' 15% OFF

\"nur Inlll Orilr

CAMARILLO = 4585 £ P, Valley Rd.

| R 100 oy S i 7, St el
e

WVENTURA = 4020 £. Main 51

R TARTAT, o8 e Mk as Plars

PT. HUENEME = 475 W, Ch. s, L
e

{n'}
£
o
E HAPPY BOWL EXPRESS
Mandarin & Szechivan Style
THE EEST CHINESE FAST FOOD IN TOWN ¢ “‘“"w !
= GREAT TASTE - GREAT PRICE s~ THE MIMAKI FAMILY
& Central Plaza T WER Bryan, Lori
= 716 AmeliRd. | AL ROWERS George & Mitsuko
Camarillo, ) | SersHIT
g (805) 452-1121 s | ; LEnnie Flack
I| Monday - Saturday: 11:00 AM - 5200 PM | ~smo 15 Heavenly Seehil (BO8) 445-1001 ( Brens e
E .Ilm.&f:_ﬂ-i_)ﬂ fes = : o 623 ETTING RD_ OXNARD, CAUMIG  (05) &580813
SESOITS QREETINGS | sensonss grerrons Semsan's Creelrl Sewson’s Greelings' | i
E . | GARM & NANCY |  From the Kuntyoshi | e Happy Holidays
2 amn & by BARBER Chuck, Jean, Amy, Cathleen, - (KIMURA) YAMAMOTO from
>| SHNODA-HERRY VENTURA Devid & Laum | stk | Cake Kuntyosht |




Kanji & Keiko Kojima

M X FUJI EXPRESS y SUSHI BAR
Deborah & Bob Japanese Healthy Foods e S
SAKAGUCHI _ 303-673-8557 P B
4060 Broadlands Lane szlgg:ns. .Cnépgg?;tﬁéct m - '“Ezzfutulim'"
Ercomfield, CO BOOZD e Sty 10 - WM

Corme T AT

2256 5. Hoyt G
Lakewoad, CO B0227-225%7

53 5 Eaton 5
Listheron, CO BOT2 306K

mﬂﬁ'—ﬂw_ | In Laving Mrmsry of

Printing &
Office Supplies

Sakura Square

(303) 205.1848

PO. Box 1073
l'.lfrm r, CO Hﬂi‘h

“/ kos

Home Shrln
| JAFANESE P

Geprge & Yoko Negal
T2%5A 1EEh Sl
Do, L0 SEI0T

303 e

mamtmmmmmam

1166 5. Jason Stroet * Denver, CO BO223
(303} T77-4500 « FAX (303) 765-0830

Serving Greater Metro Denver,
Colaradp Springs. and
the Front Range Communities

PEACE AND GOODWILL TO ALL

Construction, Inc.

Dennis N. Cowan
General Contractor

Littleton, CO 80128
303-904-4433
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Happy Holldays 2 Bast Wishes

Japanese American Community

Graduation Program
P.O. Box 13665
Denver, CO 80201-3665

WWW.jacgp.com

Annual Fund Raiser
“Go For Broke"” Golf Tournament
Wellshire Golf Course
Thank you for your continued support.
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Farmers® Insurance Group

Holiday Greclivgs
Besl Wishes for e New Yoo
Drs. Glepn D. & Christine Darr

SAKAMOTO

D, 03 BOG0S Dernver, Colorado, 80210

Peace & CGeedmiti
I MEMORY OF IRENE MAYEDA IRITAMI

Dan Yukio Intam
Englewood, CO 80111
I 3-654-9359 « E-mail: disb062Im i juno n.nm

ol

Asemamhite Omedeto!
Happy MNew Yeaor!

® Samurac %

Restaurant, Lounge & Tea Rooms

Mav the Holdavs Bring
You Peace and Joy

New Management: Tomo Tsukayama,
Scott Bergin, Craig Bergin

Colorado’s Trend Setter in
Japanese Cuisine

FULL SUSHI BAR
9625 East Arapahoe Road
Englewood, CO 80112

{EﬂG] ?99-9991
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Paul Y. FHocuchi DDS.
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. Pacific Mercantile Company

SEa£oOP - FINEST ASIAN FOOD & GIFTS
SINCE 1M .
. IN SAKURA SQUARE
Kenny Sonoda ¥ ;’fi -SAT 1925 LAWRENCE STREET
M -6 M
Japdnese Seafood House ¢ PHpRSSTEE
f SUNDAY
Sushi and Seafood 9AM -2 PM
(Southeast) (South) (LoDo) CLOSED HOLIDAYS PHONE: 303-295-0293
3108 S. Parker Ad. 9623 E. Countyline Rd. 1620 Market St. FAX: 303-295-2753
Aurora, CO.80014  Englewood, CO 80112  Denver, GO 80202 WWW.PACIFICMERCANTILE COM
(303) 337-3800 {303) 708-8800 (303) 595-9500 ARIGATO - THANK YOU

Drrend, OO BO224-1557

~ Ssason’'s Greetings
Dr. Sam K. & Melinda Mayeda
Max, Mitchell, Mallory

15804 West G3rd Aveniur
Golden, CO 834032145

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Holiday Lanes
10350 W, Colfax Ave
Lakewood, CO BD215
303-238-0407
303-238-4376 FAX

Home 1o Nisel Bowling League

Bowling, Banquets, Restaurant, Loungs
Cindy Girard, Dave & Backy Allen




Harry Houpars To Al

Home of two Congressional

Dervver. C0 BOZI0

HAPPY HOLIDAYS ot Peoce & Goodwl To Al
Micheal and Del
@ e Gene & Kimiko
My the Hollday Seazon
NISEI POST #185 DG, you much Joy Side
& DENVER J.A. VETERANS CLUB Masako Takayoshi 225 . Grage Street

Denver, CO BO246

Medal of Honor recipienis

GEORGE “JOE" SAKATO

SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL
RUTH YAMAUCHI

G803 W. 32md Ave.
Whear Ridge, C0 80033

Wfslzmg all a
Joyous New Year

ananm«Amoeial:inn

of lorado
1215 19th Street -
Suite A

Denver, CO 80202

Chur deep appreciation for all the mery
. l__ expremions of kindnes and sympatiy
Lil Masamori and Family

2010 Lamar Seree
Denver, CO B0214- 1048
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. O T Ak Merry Christmas — Happy New Year

Dr. Frank F. Sakamoto
and
Toshiko K. Sakamoto

6423 South Dallas Count
Englewood, Colorado 80111
(303) 694-4790

Heliday Gooetings HAPPY HOLDAT
Nonaka Mountain Pacific Travel
Hair Styling $SYE. Hh A, Dwwnr, 0 B30
ol (03437 42
g Carrol Toutsai & Famity
Healih & Happlness

KANE COMPANIES
917 S. Maln St., Longmont, CO 80501
Land Development e Real Estate Investments

Jim, George & Jane Kanemoto
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Haruko T,
Kobayashi
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Brace & Foaduitt HAPFY HOLIDAYS  Pesca & Gamim
Thomas K. Mayeda, MD, PC W
Internal Medicine HOSOKAWA o e S 4
TIT3 W, jefferson Ave, Sie 1D bl o, Upbeams . Doerver, O 802 14-3011
Labarveood, 0 SIS Desnves, D0 ROZ24-20050 - 0] a33-1E616 ]
Tealth & PEACE & BOODULL
ANN 0. mxm D.DS. Happy Holidavs! f._ﬁ %I—ﬂ
MICHAEL A. NAKAMURA, D.D.S. | Jean L Fufimoto Emilie & Kelth | MASSEY & MARY NISHIYAMA
EATS Waderurls Boaberad: Suie 217, fvadae £0 BO003-4437 01 Stocke Strect 15123 East Grwitin: Placs L
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Pente & Gooduall Peace & Goodwill
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Peace & Goodwill to AN 's Greetings
A Dr. Douglas V., Marty Mayeda o
o oo b
A Glorious Hn."ui?y Season to z.‘!fi S R A aaatiy S, Ban i Souiis
}ﬂﬂlﬂﬁ & T]l Tﬂ.gll':hl Hounway EH'EEEE = SAMTA
_ ==t ) 5200 W, Princeton Dr
Littleton, CO 80123 Denver. CO 80235 Brighton, Colorado
PEACE & GOODWILL Peace & Goodusill

PEACE & GOODWILL TO ALL
Herbert & May Okamoto

| Eye-Sight Opticol

| the George Fukui family

Bruce & Debra Pine, Bryan,
Brad & JoAnn, Bill & Laura

# Pactie Criees Houpay Issue, Decesges 2002

‘ Dr. Mas & Sumiko Kanda lh.':r'_‘gg“* St
R ———— 303-934-5384 ; B
EAsOn's reelings I4m 5 F d |- ] Jedeany r;.rrul'.w | it o Weishe
| . Federa
Midtown Dental A o Sueo and Tagko Joseph
g-‘!’aFﬂid!.gDSbe Denver, CO 80219 ITO A#!!w
radley H. Doi, DDS Arvatia, CO BOOOS
Kurt K.rTsumum, DDs : f - roenr s oA
Kevin L. Theroux, DDS, MS : I LT R
Family, Cosmetic & Surgical Dentistry Mary, Ben,
1800 Vine 51, Dervor, CO BO206-1122 | “-;E‘:mmn 10
(303} 3TT-2345 L Dasvene, GO BOR02-1 434
Best Wishes To All PEACE AND GOODWILL TO ALL >
MING’S DYNASTY R L e
Chinese Restaurant HAPPY  HOLIDAYS T e
Crealey BudLshing
425] E-.- Mi—"aﬁ%i i;\gc. Eﬁ?m_ . s .
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
DENVER - TAKAYAMA MILE HI
SISTER CITIES CHAPTER JACL
CHARPERSON
Denver, Colorado
(303) 3552782 o0 suas iy |  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT




Jim'H. Nishimine, M.
Gynecology,

Infestiity

& Obstetrics

2507 Achtw Averve

Berkeley, Califomia 94705
(510} &44-3000

SEASON'S BEST WISHES
DANIEL DATE
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Holidoy Yiatea
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Mob = Faill « Steven
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Seasonl Efrectings

Bill & Dorothy
Fujita

ASIAN COMMUMNITY MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES

Y00 Bk B, Swine 20]
Oiklamd. CA 948678917
1EANLETIY SETE T
Fiw 320, 268.8302 www ks

Admindaration & Finanoe
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tan Franaco, CA 41174004

Season's Greetings

Dave Fujikawa
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Happy New Year |

TOKYO FISH MARKET
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Genki Japanese

RESTAURANT
£10-524-1485
1610 San Pablo Avensm
Borkolay, CAS4T0Z
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EXDO
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S0/ 4514773
S10/ 43013099 FAX

Infosmsdison-st-pocas. com

Hopkins
Launderette

WAEH, DAY & FOLD
ALTERATIONS and DAY
CLEANING AGENT

1541 Hopldns 51,
Barkoloy, CA 54707
524-2545

Filaleary B Wi
Harry & Joan
Suzuki
B6E - Bhith 5t
Dakland, CA B4
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Heliday Greetings e
Sam & Ruth Kiyoshi & Emiko
Uchiumi Katsumoto
1424 Hopkine 51 2615 Booeks A
Barkelay, CA B4702 1 Caieans, CA B4

Crasens Greeting
HIRO FUJII

351 G S
Oaddand, CA. Ba618

Oakland, CA 84618
OBazeon ¢ COreaingy
Nicholas Roofing, Inc.
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Looking for a
Lexus, Acura, Infiniti or Volvo?
antonauto.com
or call Steve Cacela @ 510.386.3444
Please mention this ad!

www. pl
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Cralg S. Oki, VP/MGR
Wells Fargo Bank
Berkeley Main Office
2144 Shattuck Avenue
Berkeley CA 94704

2007 W0 A6S] AVGNOH N2 vy

3




# Pacire Crmzen Houmay Issue, Decemsir 2002

SEASONNS GREETIMNGS | Happy Holldays & Best Wishes
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Marvin & Miyo m Season's Gesetings Merry Christmas | SHSOWRS bEST Prospeinus Hew Year
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Chrislmas . PEACE for 2003
(U .’ Valeric Yasakochi
Gerry Joy, | H0DY 1EW YR OF T ot oy Frret
& Dierylel and Joan 2840 Strinmels Wa
Doug &Wendy |  Daavid and Joa ' ;
= SR Qubland, CA $9E07
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1__?_ Season's Best Wishes 0
i ..'}'
T v AW Mark A. Fujikawa, OD PN Joer
t\ ' Stephen R. Chun, OD, FAAD
Ly |-:—-q| Patricia Nguyen Hom, OD
, Kelly T. Shintani, OD
- Berkeley Optometric Group
Since 1976
2414 Shattuck Ave., Berkelex, CA 94704
(510} 843-1228

Arigato Gozaimashita
for Your Patronage

Dear Clienty and Friends:
Wishing Yow a-Merry Christmas &
a Prosperous, Healthy New Year!

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

SALES % PURCHASES

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
NOTARY PUBLIC

2554 MarTIN LuTger Kivg Jr Way
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94704

i

TeL: (510) 848-2813
Fax: (510) 548-3698

NIHONGO DE D0ZO

www NakamuraRealty.com
E-muail: NakamuraRealty{@aol.com
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| PR Cukeur

2700 Wit 51
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(510) S45-3456
>/ Japanese American Services
of the East Bay
A social service agency for seniors
. ﬁmﬁ
| 2128 Channing Way, Butﬂu-_.-c.nutm DAY P MMM T, B
! (5101 B48-35850 [ To———— o -
i ¥
| Clazdores %ﬂ&&?ﬁf el
;’E Zarzi's Delicatessen _
TR e
Linch Meats. Choese, Salads, h""‘?ﬁ-':ﬂm
Sarahwiches & Wines .
1244 Sokano Av. Emai: staiens
Albany, GAMT0G 5255406 i




REJOICE AND CELEBRATE Season's Greetings i Y
The HIRABARA'S Tak & Maye Shirasawa gﬁ Leam haw ta spell “Peace.”
Clark, Doreen & Patricia 641 Cirizzly Pk Blvd.. Berkelty, CA 34708 George 'n Bass Yasukoch|
‘“*".m' [ Holiday Best Wishgs | linfhy e Wik F page
el Gz Happy Helidays | To our fHends 57 Salukx{: and Jim H.I;?r N s Robart & Kalko
Amy, Jason & Kalen | Terry and Skip FURUICHI ot SUGIMOTO
Yamashiro Jean W. ita| ~ Yamashita . 1323 Coinell Ave Shimada 023 Shattnek Ave
BlemioCA | El Cerrsto, CA Bo53: Berkeley, CA 94702 Berirlry, California Derlley, CA 4705
Vv 'y S =T Folidays | - i | Iz e N
appy Holideys e ¥ | Happu i Mgy Madlstarys
Mo &RUfe | ke R . Fi«E ¢ !"i%"};*-‘?”"r« a T e
Halkamura YASUMURA » 3\}3"?}” Happy Holidays! ﬁ Emily Den T
| i v, A bl Durvvie, Caltoma lsed Y| Jessica Kawamura Teruya | It pianpr
Bt Whtves Season’s Greetings il s || evenwuBoss |
Kenii, Nancy & Matthew Tany ”a+a"a Hoppy Holdoys HecEt ond Happines
Togami o b Sl Trucy, fame &b Alosender | 10 80 Masako
i " Mawie f.-!‘:-'--p L kireq TSUE'I'A_I{[ Nf;ﬂmﬂ-
Berkedey, CA 94706 YOKOMIZO T s A Abar AT | Cubland
— e wma . T 3""'“-‘
Holkday Grosfioga lo A8 | 1FAGE & G006 WL To Al | Kuriuman Greeting:
Bdarths M. Teutsu] | Minga Shinnen
et S e 2 s s | MR | YHE SATAKE Min ang Yas
Yabusalkd WAKIDA 1318 Saamnage Ave ano
ET Designs +  Freenont, CA. et FANILY 1938 Dhreges Streed
Ay, G Do, Vi Hys. Besheley. CA W77 Evnil Tabmrcts (510} 5257179 Oringin. Caliiormia | Barkcloy , CA ST
ALOHA Molidoy Groerings Holidey Cromtinga o A8 |
= o 2 aogp reAL L
HAWAII ROBERT & HIDEKO Seigo & Hatsue PEA
WAICHI and JANE ONWELLER | Jewel Okawachi &m & Jona b S
OUYE Albasy, CA 94708 N i By P Low Minamats
it | y HOLIDAY BEST WISHES ¥ z EFeed FDi1akas “Ta All KAPEY HOLIDAYS Heliday Basi MLskes
Sﬂﬁ‘"“ {;Q!l!n Se Greoti 2
Y ittt it *| KEN AND REIKO “m; ey | Harold & Nobu MIYO Margaret
By for e NABETA “"bq o Murai OUYE
" i I o ', | ELCERRITO, CA 94520 e ﬁol:uﬂ-.u.mm?-l;: ; BERKELEY, CAsaroa | ' /Eeioniet i
Holiir Dl Wigtem Hielidoy Hatiom e Fidiiag Barst Wishes
Harukiand Shizu Maru Charles 1 & Kirnike
KUROIWA Hiratzka KANEKO Tl MﬁS
2712 San Matoo Stres! Sedar - 1843 Virgiess Strmt 2 ]
Richmond, CA 84804 Suiva casuets | HAYASHIDA Barkaley. CA $4703 UAMEMRAEY |
Beot Felidoy Winker! ? B —
Doug, Debrg, Eimfm S Rhapps Holideg? | Hiyoaki & Tomoko
Lindsay & Scott | " jean Bruce, sureeruss | MOITES B Jane HAMAMOTO
Kagawa and Hanh Weig! 1T, et S KOSAKURA 1907 Carleton 5t
Albany, CA 84706 _(‘rh-rll.n:i_."ﬁh B | i Berkedey, CA 4704

oo

4

GORDON Y. YAMAMOTO
R Calfeumia 51, Auh Pl
San Franciso, CAMIN
THEL (4154344703

Sunﬂa’t view
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AND FAIRMONT AVENUES
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Michael J. Kiinger, President
1
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[0} =

R
3

Happy Mew Year
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Holiday Greetings from the Berkeley JACL |
| Serving the Berkeiey, Albany and ihekland commmmitics |
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Presheni  Valeric Yasulochi
| Co-¥Pa Jim DT, Tied Seiodai, DeAnn Tabwck
| Secretary D Mark Fujilaws

Tressarer  Tok Shirssswa
Pirectary Viewsrd Fobnds, Jessses Kewamars, FKas Moo,
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| Pesily Termys, Thomsss Wei, Gordoe Yamemots
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sk 't amads
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email to berkcleyi@jac.org
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Marysville JACL

P.O. Box 2253, Marysville, CA 955901

2002 Executive Council
Clifford Fukumitsu, Frank Hatamiya, Jr. &
Darrell Naruto

GLENN M. FUJINAKA, D.D.5.

Oaidond, CA D8P
Telaphors (510) 4556511

OLoDAYS |
Tm;r ;i Huyuhi QD PhD.

Yuka Aker, OD.
Candace Yawata

1535 Aably Avecus @ Boroley, TA 84703
Telsohone (510} B43-TELL

e —

?‘p K & S Co., Inc.
REAL EFTATE ABENT
@S 18 San Pabilo, Sulln 12
CABTOS
Tet: (410 526-1900

Fax: [510) 525-1808
E-Mad KNS @VALUE NET

WEBSITE: KANDE COM

A Sinke - Accoantars Beoker

o Kally - CPM Gl Contractor |

CHILDREN'S
DENTISTRY

EDWARD M. MATSUISHI, D.D.S.. INC.
TOO01 Stockion Avanue El Cemiio, CA 94530

24 Hour Hotline (510 524-8633
lor questions or emergencies
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(Continued from page 25)

Uwajimaya Village.

In the meantime, the arca had
become somewhal rundown, what
with the lssei/Nisci-operated hotels
detenrorating and vacant business
units multiplying. As the lssei and
Niger were retining or going oot of
business, there were no Nikke tak-
ing their place. Hence, the Japaness
area was beginning to look like a
ghost town.

The change in the immigration
laws of the 1960s soon provided
for a revival of the arca. More
Chinese, Vietnamese Chinese and
Victnamese were visible and
jurnped st the opportunity to slar
businesses in the now vacani
Nikkei onits, The area had been
dying, but the newcomers turned it
around, Sadly, the remaining biack
businesses eventually left the anen,
making it a solidly Asian business
district.

When the Kingdome stadium was
being buill, young Asisns organized
and protested iis development unless
they had some assurance that it
wouldn't negatively affect e
Intemational Distrct, & the neigh-
barhood is now being called. They

asked for mitigation funding, promis-

es of jobs af the stndivm and made
other demands that woald let themn
hizve some say i what wis going on
Although they didn’t get every-
thing they wanted, the young
Asians showed thot by ofganizing
and working together they could
get results. They also realized they
should have done something eariicr
when the 1-5 frecway cul a swath
through the Imermational Distnct
With the emergence of young,
articulate and aggressive Asiun
leaders, new social services wene
provided in this neighborhood, and
some of these were the
International District Improvement
Association, International [Hstrict

Intemational District. He was alzo
instrurmental in getting many of the
old IsscifNisei-run hoteks rehabali-
tnied as bow-imocome housing when
he was director of the Inermnutional
Dviztrici Improvement Association

Wiith the Chinese as the doma-
nani business element in the dis-
trict, the name of the neighborhood
as the Intemational Districi coused
some disiness from some organiza-
tions in the Chinese community,
like the conservative Chong Wa
Benecvolent Associstion and the
business-onented
Chinese/Chinmown Chamber of
Commerce. As one member of the
Chamber stated, it was disrespect-
ful and insulting 1o leave off the
name Chinmown from this district
when it was the Chinese who had
developed the neighborhood.

The Chinese had gotien the Park
Deepoartroent 10 pul up signs saving
“Welcome to CHINATOWN,” and
then n amalber beters
“International District.” Several
vears before, the Chinese Chamber
of Commence strung up lanterns
acroes the streets of the neighbor-
hood, but they detenorated from
the clemenis and were tnken down.
Chinese-style telephone stands alsl
diot the district. Recently, Chiness
dragons were added to light stan-
dards. Lately, the Chinese have
been talking about o Chinese gate
al the entrance to the neighbor-
hood.

The name of the neighborhood
became a conflict between the con-
servative, elderly immigrant and
business-onented membersof the
Chincse community who wakied
the neighborhood to be called
Chinatown, and other Asians who
wanted 10 have a sinke in the com-
miunity too and favored
International Distnict, or LD, for
shon.

Ruby Chow and the Chong Wa
tried 1o get the city council 1o des-
ignate the district 25 Chinatown and
had been Irying 1o sccomplish this
wl different times. Tomio Moriguchi
of Uwajimaya testified against this.
“IT we call this neighborhood
Chinatown, what does it say 1o the
rest of the people here™ he asked

Chow retorted, "Since when has
Chinstown become o dirty word ™

PHOTO ED SO
Al right is the Mippon Kan Thaatra, the communiily’s prawar parforming ans
mnd spcanl center, which was réstored by a Caucasian architect after haing
abandonad by the Nikked commaunily alar World War 1l Tha Nikkei commiu-
ﬂ'ﬂ}' 45+ |b|'|90’|' owns tha iheale, bul 0 e sl used b}' Ihgem s wed as the gen-
o¢al pubks, and reaches far boyond the boundirgs o ihe MNikkal community

A compromise of sors was
worked out, and the Chinese have
accepted Chinmown/Intemations|
Disrict, or Chinstownf1.D.
Haowever, the Chinese have insisted
that the name Chinatown always be
inchuded in the name and that the
neighborhood never be called the
Intermnational Destrict alone
Mevertheless, that's how the media
often refer to the neighborhood,
and this grates on the nerves of
many conservitive Chinese

There is precedent for calling a
place Chinatown despite its miulti-
cultural makeup. Honolubu's
Chinatown is & mixture of different
rocial groups and cultures, bul s
still called Chinatown, and the ven-
dors don't seem o mind being
under the Chinatown umbrella
Since the place wus begun by the
Chinese, the name has continued
on, and no one seems to think it
should change

The situstion might be somewhat
different in Scatile because the area
wid once Nihonmachi, end even
Filipings had a small intersectzon
they called Manilatown, and there
wizk also Chinatown, Blacks 100
were part of the scene and came in
increasing numbers during WWII
So the name International District
had some application at the time,
However, with the Chinese domi-
nating the commercial enterprises
naw, they fell they should be able
0 call-the shots in what the neigh-
borhood should be called.

There was another source of con-
flict when a Chinese properny
owner wanted (o lease part of his
building to McDonald's. 1D,
activisls organized agninst this
move, and Inter*lm (International
Digtrict Improvement Association)
galvanized people in opposing the
lease. Also, the Intemational
District Special Revigw Board,
which oversees the architectural
and developmental designs of the
neighborhood, tumed down the
request for leasing o MeDonald's.

The reason young Asians
opposed McDonald's was that it
wis not compatible with the kinds
of businesses that existed in the
Chinstosnl D). The restaurants
here were Asian-onented and
McDonald's was not the kind that
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A el b the Higo Vasiety Storn ot Jackson near Siih. 1 s A prowar
Insiitinion il has lasted 1o fivs day, but the Nised owner. who is in
hior 808, Is said o ba contemplating closng the siond.

some Asians wanled to add 1o the
neighborhood

The Chinese were upsct thal one
of their members could not make
decigions of his own with regadd (o
his property. Moreover, they
claimed thal other Chinatowns in
the Uniied States have MeDonald®s
and that the market should deter-
mine what can and can’i exist in
the neighborhood.

Another time a Chinese develop-
er said he was tobkd by the
International District Special
Review Board that he could not
construct the kind of building he
wanted because it was not compati-
ble with the types of buildings in
the district. What, he wanted 1o
know, was an “Asian” building?
Did i have o have elements of
Chinege-Japanesc-Filipino design
to be accepled? Where was the
freedam to choose 1o do whatever
he wanted with his propeny?

Chong Wa and the Chinese/
Chinatown Chamber of Commerce
realized that they had to have &
stronger voice in the Chinatown/
LD, organizations from which they
had remnained alool and thus began
& campaign to get more of their
members on such groups as the
Intemutional District Special
Review board. They urged their
members (o run for positions on the
board and to be sure to vole for
members in sympathy with thelr
community's g

It was galling to them that they
were af the mercy of many LD.
organizations, ofien headed by
Nikkei or Filipinos, which did not
coincide with their community's
feclings. They realized too lote that
these organizations determined
whal happens in Chinstown. Now,
they no longer distanced them-
selves from the 1D, groups and
turmed 0wl and ran for positions in
the orpanizations o thal thetr voh-
es cord be heand.

Another conflict m vrh:u
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resch the elderly and create a grid-
lock because of traffic from the two
sudiums and new affice buildings
being built in the neighborhood.

?"E:y urged peaple to testify ar
the city council hearings on

Uwajimaya’s petition for vacating
Lane Street and chartered a bus 1o
get people o attend and support the
Chirese community, It did polarize
the MNikkel and Chinese compmurni-
ties over this isswe, and Shigeko
Uno, former president of the
Seattle JACL, pleaded at the hear-
mps, “Let's nod fight over thiz.™
But the die was already cast

The Chinese organized 3 *Save
Lane Street” group and held rallies
and pickets outside Dw ajimaya’s
cumrent store. They also appeated
through the courts 1o gel an injunc-
ton 1o sop Uwajimaya’s vacation
of Lane Street, but they lost in the
courts after several appeals,

May Wan of the Chinese/
Chinatown Chamber of Commerce
said that Uwajimaya Villape was
too big for the district. Chinntown,
she said, had kept its stores small
and neighbordy; Uwajimaya, she
said, was an' Asian Cosico (a bulk
food and supply warchouse-type
slore .

Uwajimaya had a Chinese
Amencan construction company
build its stote, and Chinese make
up the majority of its cmployvees in
the retail section. Whether the
Chinese who shop or work there
are made to feel guilty isn't known,
but one can understand the pull of
cthmic loyalty.

Younger generations of Chinese,
those in the fourth or fifth genera-
ton, and even some of the immi-
granis” children, don’t seem to
mind working with other Asians or
even calling the neighborhood the
International District. Inter-ethmic
cooperation and working for the
betterment of the whole district
SECINS Mone important than ethnic
primacy.

On the other hand, members of
Chong Wa and the Chiness/
Chinstown Chamber of Commerce
have the feeling that “if we don't
sand up for the Chinese communi-
1y, who will?™ That fecling is
understandable because ethnic
Eroups have irditionally kept scpa-
rale and have organized o benefit
their own community, The lssei
and Nisei have done this for a long
time and still do, and no one
thought it was wrong,

Amaong the Mikkei, only
Uwajfmaya plays a major role in
whint used to be the old
Nihonmachi. Under president
Tomio Moriguchi's leadership,
Uwajimaya is in a class by itscll,
At Uwnjimayn Village, besides the
large Asian food store, there are
apartments abwve the store and
street-level units occupicd by dif-
ferent bosinesses. Kinokuniya
Book Store anchors the northesst
comer of Uwajimaya Village and o
pan-Asian restaurant is located on
the southwest comer.

Inside Uwajimaya, besides its
owm delifcafeleria, there is a food
court with restaurants offering
Thai, Filipine, Vietnamese and
Korean foods as well s Taiwaness
boba teas and Hong Kong pasirics.
Uwajimaya Village is a self-con-
taned ing center in itsclf, and
Nikkei consider it their ong-stop

Japantown

Although the Nikked play o very
small rale in the old Japantown
neighborhood now, there are still
remnanis of the community’s
involvemnent in the districe. There
are about a dozen Japanese restau-
rants operating here, and & harge
vanety store is sill operated by a
Nisei woman in her 805, although
there have been rumors that she
will close it sometime soom, Mikkei
Manor, an sssisted living facility
operated by Nikkei Concermns, was
built in the hisworic Nikkei neigh-
barhood. And Tomio Moriguchi
has develaped the Fujisads
Condomimums as well as the
apartmenis shove his Uwajimaya
Village.

Moniguchi's apartments are mu-
ket-rate housing, and while low-
income houging has been almost
the only kind being buili in the dis-
trict, Monguchi has seen the need
for housing for other income levels
s well. He also hit upon the right
formula in his store where different
races come together, not just
Mikkei. His customers include
Mikkei of course buralso other
Astans, whites, blatks and all other
combinations and calegories.

Whites from the Vulcan office
buildings across the street come o
Uwapmaya Village for lunch and
shopping, and even Chinese imimi-
grants from Chinatown head for
Uwajimaya, comforied by the large
number of Chinese-speaking
employees there. With another
office building being compieted at
Fifth and Jackson, there is the
podential for more cusiomers for
Uwajimaya.

Despite Moriguchi's example,
Sansei don't seem 1o have any
desire to bocate in the Chinatown/
Intermational District o (o engage
in small businesses. Although
many Issei expecied a member of
the family to carry on the business;
mast Nise: didn’t obligate their
children 1o do so. Since maost lssei
and Nisci businesses catercd practi-
cally 1o their oun ethnic grodp,
they didn’t serve the gencral popu-
lation® Such a way of dedng busi-
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Pictuted abovo i & pholo sichis i tho Panams Holal's Tos and Cotten Shop put
logather by curment hotel owner Jan Johnson

Picturnd at leht = a plague attached 1o the NP Holel, inside the NP HOWI & &5 Exhi.
A of prewar and postwar Nhomachi snages installad by twe Wing Luke Asian

Musgiem

ness would not appeal 1o Sanser;
they would rather appeal o the
general public. Thus, &n ethnic
commercial district ¢omposed of
Nikkei would not be something
they would engage in

Alhough the evacuation has.
tened the death of Japantown in
Seattle, it was inevitable that it
would disappess. For one thing,
you have to have immigrants who
cluster tegether and prefer 1o shop
and do business among their own
There is no longer o significant
number of tmomigrants in the
Japanese community in Seatile.

In sddition, you now have the
younger Nikkei spread sround the
suburbs, whereas the older Nissy
are the ones stll concentraled in
the city. Thus, you don’t have a
ceniral gathering place for the
Sanser, and 1o build a Sansei ethnic
commercial district would seem an
anachronism. Moreover, as with
other occupations such as farming,
gardening, fishing, etc., small busi.
ness doesn’s resonite with most
Sansei and Yonsei. If you sian a
hardware store, nursery or drug
store, the big mega-stores come in
and overwhelm you

The Nikkei may become a less
visible presence in the Chinalown/
Intermational District in the future,
but their contributions 10 the neigh-
bochood won't be forgotien. A
plaque has been placed outside the
old N.P. Hotel, which waos & Nikkei
instittion before becoming derelict
and now has been restored as &
low-income serior Ijin:bunrlg com-
plex. i remembranée of Japantown
al Sixth and Main. The N.P. is on
Sixth Avenue near Main Street and
50 is an approprinte place for the
plague, which was installed by the
Wing Luke Asian Mussum snd the
Seaitle Arts Commission.

On the plaque, which has the
Japanese charscters for mmeba
mrivako (there's no place like
home), ane some words by Tama
Tokuda, whose late hushand hod a
drug storc in Japantawn: “In this
areq, i bustling community called
Nihonrmachi, or Japantown, come
to life in the years before World
War II. Hotels, restaurants, stores
and laundrics dotted the landscape
This commumnity vanished when

Japancse Amencans were (omed
inlo concentration camps dunng the
wat, Lpon thesr retumn, Japanese
Amenicans rebuilt the commumity
that had been lost. Today, this area
serves av o place of memory and
continuing enterprise *

Insede the lobby of the N P Hotel
15 in exhibil put up by the Wing
Luke Asian Museum, which tells of
the sigmiicance of the hotel in the
Japaness commumity. It also
includes photos of Nihonmach:
before and afier WWIL Viewers
may bormow & key from the offices
of Inter*Im next door 1o the NP 1o
siee the exhibir. Directly next door
to the north of the N P is Mamek,
the longest -operuiing Japanese
restaurant in Seattle, which stanied
in the 1910s

Also near Sixth and Main is the
Panama Hotel Tea and Colfes
Shop, which contains piciures of
prewar Japantown on the walls. Jan
Johnson, an anist, bought the
Panarmn Hotel, a histonic building
in Mihonmachi, from its Last Nikkei
owncr and added the tea and coffee
shop (o showcase the significance
af Japantown to this area. On the
floor of the tea and coffes shop
there is 2 gluss plate that looks
down into the basement of the
Pannma Hotel, which displays the
myriad of items stored by the
Nikkei when they were evacuated
but never reclaimed. With this dis-
play of photos and Jan Johnson's
ica and coffee shop, Japantown
lives on

Old Japantown is Eonc, bul a
new neighborhood more mined snd
mare multicultural has emerged -
Filipinos sre now the larpest ethnic
group living in the-district, while
the Chinese run ahout 70 to 80 per-
cent of the busincsses. And the
lurgest business in the nedghbor-
hood is Uwajitnaya, operated by a
1A family, ::: Moriguchiz, While
there are Asians whao wani to
keep scparste and apart from the
rest, most of the Asisn ‘people in
the district seem to want 1o live in ?
p:m and h-_aﬁnmy with one anoth-
er arc wilhing o
waork together l?ﬂmtr ha
Chinatown/International [istrict & : g -
n:;E‘hb:Modﬂf which they can bhe
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A-1 Drive-In Cleaners
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GLOBAL AUTO PARTS
The Sugswara Family
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(209 ¥51-57401
CHENESE CLHSRNE
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P [209) 474- 321
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Hing's House
Chinese Seafood Cuisine
DHm Sum - Banguel
104 E Market 5L, Stockion, Califormis
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KENNETH Y. NATSUHARA, D.D.S,

Gepnmral Denfllalsy
Tha Fourdoing
301 W, Morch L. 8340 Eosl
Slockion, Colomio $5219-0500
(207) 957-6004
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Healthy Holidays!

INOUE CHIROPRACTIC

Scoit R. Inoue, D.C.
233 San Carles Wiy, Sulte ©
Stockion, CA S5207-2056
Phane [209) 885122
Fux (309) 563768
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Haoppy Holidays
CUSTOM FRAMING
ORIGINAL ART

250 DORAIE PLACE
STOCKHTON, CA S50
{209} 465-2510

Trrleyplaiwr {309 A 001

ASAHI-YA

b R sroslings

CHARTER w,n.\,f FLORIST
620 E. Charter Way, Slocklon, CA 85208
(F09) 466-5377
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Pratiatstc Medicine & Triet Surgesy
Ksilseriae (Yabumoto) Yoeng, DM

1E10 Gerand Canald Alw., Sar 2 Sieskien, CA 83200
[20W) B53-1613

Happy Holidays
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s of yet due (o the pending litigs-
tion, directly ncross the Liberty site
is_the Kensington Place,
also requesting 3 similur variance in
order 1o construct & similar haxury
housing complex a1 28 stories.

The sbove trends should alarm
anyone concemed sbout the viabili-
ty of residentinl Chinalown serving
the needs of low-income, working-
class, and first-generation immi-
pranis

A NATIONAL CONCERN

Boston's Chinatown s ol unlike
other ethnic enclaves where therd is
a8 minture of commerciel and resi-
dential clements. What is problem-
atic is thot most of these commum -
tes are dominated by the business
class, thus the tnlerest of promoting
profit: for these busingsses 1§ prion-
tized over the noeds of Tesidents.

Most business owners do not live
in the same community whene they
operate their restsurants or shops,
yei they generate the majority of the
trash, the traffic, the noise, and other
negative  envircnmental * factors
Meanwhile, the residenis are the
ones having to deal with such nega-
tive elemenis.

In the same wvein that some busi-
nesses encouraged the relocation of
the adoli entertainment district nexd
to Chinatown, believing that it
would bring them profit, it wis the
residents who have to suffer the
impact of associated elements such
as prostitution, drug dealing, and

SEKO
{Continued from page 29)

the past few years, | have declined
solicitous invitations and visits,
unable 1o retrieve the requisite
energy, reluctantly forfeiting the
pleasure of good company and con
troversial conversations — a chal-
lenging game without winners o
losers — the spon of old fnends
On one of my increasingly infre-
quent good days, my fnend in lown
from Colomdo calls asking if 1 am
able o receive him. Through our
rare conversations and sporadic
comespondence, he knows 1 am not
well, Losing my usual compasure
— & prerequisite of graceful aging
— | bilur, *“There is no other per-
som in the world 1 would mther see
g than you, "™ We know, withoul say-
2 ing, there is one other person we
4 both wish could join us — bt
Larry died years ago. He was — is
— the catalyst of our friendship
i these many decades. | am reminded
& of the TV ad for a credit card that

I says some things are priceless. True

friendship by its rasity is beyond
'+ purchase. And by that measure |
= arm wealthier than | deserve to be.
E Bill Hosckawa ndmits he would
= nod have mﬂgn|mﬂ me if we
each other on the street. It

&

physical encounter — when we
gmhdhinmmnr-ﬂilpbq‘ﬂr
Emﬂhw'rﬂmm&“
 easily recognizable and remains a
‘myﬂmﬁvn.mrllrm

other criminal nctivitics. Similafly

the businesses are also encourzging

the luxury developments like

Liberty Place into Chinatown,

belicving that the new wellto-do

residents would patronize arca
and restauranis.

The chalienge ahead for all the
Chinstowns, Little  Tokyos,
Koreatowns, Little Saigons ... 15 the
gmppling of the tension between the
different interests of business own-
o ond residents. This need oot be a
battle of one community membes
versus another, However, since the
voice and needs of the butincises
gre the ones that are often heard and
acted upon by local city officials,
the views of the people living in the
commanity often fall on deaf éars

The lesson that grows out of
Bosion i3 the need (o organize and
strengthen the voice of local res
dents who are ofien disenfranchised
doe 1o their lack of money, their
inahility 1o speak English, and their
Immigrant non=-voling sialus
Community beaders should heed this
warning for fear that their neighbar-
hood will become devoid ome day of
resadents who are responsible for
the intinl development and suglain-
ing of the community, to eventually
become merely a tounst trap.

Meanwhile, the fight wages on m
Boston. W

Andrew Leong i thie chairperson
of the Campaign o Probecl
Chiniatewn and dsseciate professor
in the Law Center af the College of

FPablic & Commenity  Servic
I Riversin af M e vl fraes e i s
Boaron

However, discerning a now frailty,

1 am bath -.|:|7|'|-\'.1 pid embas
rassed by 4 rare and piercing ache
akin to sadness. Unlike my themn
cal sisters, [ have emulated my
maother’s Japanese practice of
avending emotional display — but
for a shender second | am tempted
1o vialate that restraint. Much o
my reliel, 1 am rescued h:.- shared
lnughter over an ancient, absurd
MEMOTY,

1inwite Bill to inspect my com-
puter room — something 1 mnely
permil. passessive of my private
doman. It is where [ write. In itis
o crowded wall of books, three
desks, four chairs, a tall file cabs-
net, four lamps end all sons of
electronic equipment and miscella-
neous writing essentials. All it
Incks is a gpood dog asleep al my
feet~— a large dog.

Inspecting the books, he
observes | maintain some sem-
blance of order. Othes than Yoshiko
Uchida, who was pnmanly a pro-
lific writer of literature for young
people, Bill has probably published
the lirgest number of books shoot
Japancse Americans. Some are
included in required college cours-
es, Incredibly, this production was
achioved while still holding his
professional position at the Desver
Post and also contributing his pop-
ular weekly column “From the
Frying Pan” 1o the Pacific Citizen.
Mo other contributor comes close
1o the almost 60 years he gave o
the paper. For many of us, he was
the paper. Further, and 1 think as
time passes, il will become even

Al right the fore-
shows the
ot at

Washington and

Beach streels

whare Liberty

Place is pro-

posed, with the

background baing
the consinuction
of the Ritz

Carlion holalfow.

ars thal were

complated n

2002,

e evident that he was also the
eves and cars and voice and hean
of our vanished and vanishing eth-
nic enclaves — the Nihonmachis
and Latle Tokyos

saw

| know he noticed the shsence of
one volume in the tidy row of his
books — his "T'hlr'l:} Five Years in
the Frymg Pan.” So days luter,
wrote an expls
nation. 1 keep
it with my other
‘comion
books.” Some
people have
gnlled cheese
sandwiches and
tomato soup for
comion. 1 read
instead. Of all
your books, I'm
fondest of the
[bne with the
frayed orange
ind blue cover.”

Laser, I
cxamined the
appenl of Bill's
Wriling — espe-
cinlly the two
collections of
F.C. columns
which essentially compose mem-
oirs. With the proliferation of mem-
oirs being published — not only by
Niszi, bot by many wrilers — even
u reader like myself can amve at
some objective judgment. What
makes his books o special? Then |
remembered reading somewhere
that every good writer should have

At left resi-
dents and
activists
opposa the
Liberty Place
davelopment
al Washington
and Baach
streals during
a Cﬂll'l'l:l‘l'lurll'l‘.'
meeling

inatially been & journalist where the
skill of observation 15 honed
Jounalism by its very immediate
character has g legitimacy lacking
in memoirs composed totally of
often unrelinbie recall
Simultaneously, the writer-journal-
i1 rebeases the poet within his hean
— he or she who sings and leughs
and weeps and thinks. It is a daffi-
cult balancing act — walking a
tightrope. Bill
15 among the
unigue few 1o
achicve this
extraordinary
feat

Severnl days
later, 1 experi-
CNCE o BOViETT
episode of vor-
tigo lusting
many days
They originated
in 1982, subsid-
ing and then
recurning with 2
wengesnce. But
no fller my
healih, | have
always boen a
night render,
Ang before extinguishing the lamp,
it is genemlly Bill's book I open,
hoping it encourages dreams of
home past. He is from Searle and |
wubomijg . Thene is a gapin
our ages — namowing &5 time
passes. But we are joined in our
joumecy home before dark. Il



MURASE
{Continued from page 33)

Sandi: Two years ago, | went 40 Japan
fiar the iret time | found inner peace,
wrancqusity, 3nd coadision a1 the Buedbis
iepnpiles 1 visited. Since then, 1 began
aetending the San Franctsco
Buddhis Church regalary, and
I've participated in the Obon
Fesival for 2 few' years now. |
think groseng up in |-Town
riade me opes this pan of
Jspanese culture and hisory

Wilbur: | neves really
thoughs shout “being connected”
o |- Tiorw, | juest abwcrys though
that it was the thing to do. A
good wary 10 hang around good
peopke and Inendd, and stay om
of troable

11 had 2 big influence oo my
tasze in mussc. Soul music, REB,
that’s all 1 listen 1o now. Bon
Jon® Lied Zepplin® Don't know
them, Can't even spedl them, I's
all showit the old-school RER
radio sumoes now. Either that,

o the station that covers the
Oaddend A's. Gotis listen 1o them .
sl

| also really wana my son Al
0 joan the Cub Soowts, and even-
tualiy becoming an Eagle Soour
Something thar | was never able
to accomplish, but abeays wamed
b He can play bascball, basketbadl, and
make 2 lot of good friemds

1 would also like 1o se2 my daughier
Julia be active in the J-Town commiznay
likee wie were, 110 be boord, nowy chas we
live in 5an Bruno, but it's-only 2 20

ménute drive vy

I tevms o the future of San Francison
J-Temm, we all expressed comeem abot
the fact that many of the inisesses we
remember bad doned. with few opcning
in their places

1commensed that 2 long-term planning
pirocess for all three of the Jmntowns

Phiolo cowrtesy of Emdy Murnae
Wiltsur Tanaka with his wite Miwako, daughter Julie
and son Alax pose for a Holiday photo.

remining in Califomia (San Jose and Lo
Angeles in addstion (o San Franasco) had
been enitisted 25 par of new state begists

tion that passed Last ypear, but much of the

success of that prooess depenids on the
CONTImLECY

Sandiz To be honest, the futuee of )
Town b worrsome. There just dosin't
scern 1o be many fapancie Americans b
ing in Japantosn. | am worried ot the
indlc of other people who don't necer
ily bnve: the intereits of the communizy in
i

Shurting down the bemding alley was 2
g bibovar. 11 evwcsimes dhat yous won's gt the
young adults and Gmile
coemang amund on 3 regular
s

Alpemt 11 sl by
soems ke the o tha
one masted in |- Town b
dwindling

Wilbur: The lasl few voans
that 1 worked m - Town, i
sty became B-Town So

i thite's amything wiong
with it, But with Yamada Seic
chosing up shop, and !
shops desing down i
ot the same. Yiouw still poe
ek, Mixruwen, Mirs Muariet
and Sodoes Hasdweare o
up the wadition, by 1]
sy looming steam. As bong
a8 we keep up with the Sakura
Masuri and the 5o
the |- Town theme wil C
bus when there's nothing hap

PEmang, It just the same

Mavbe | am the one thas |
slowly growing apan (rom i
all I'm 1

st af the
nger “w

e commimiisnity, Mirvts
IS ey e L0 Slegy o et the
NOLIIGRET peer

| will abwzys chenesh the tmes in

ru-l that mbicled me from s kid 1o
bigger kid. The Br"'lh -u_!.- sabami u.uJ
iches (Besz in |-Town ™), |-Town bowl

Happy Holidays!

Maruwa bevatas, and the [peguen FR
Hiorw's it gaing®T™ just walidng dowm the
swreet kind of ®mosphere, 1l shiays be
inesiche of me, ard puat o ey hisioey, bt
1'% 3 good par of my history that | wil
cherish forover

A0 Enengy

For ugetoedade indfrfmation ahout 1h

Sandi Murakami i @ succesiul

S R T i LT &

Thubasa ¢

i lipe £n San Brung, O

.ll.im:' fa'ml.da T ign
Frimcin office irmrmenial
th ber bys
T 1"|'] 1, (e CalilE vl
Emily Murase, a fh )

e Commuinication
w al S 'rlfr_nr. ['mu .-r-m

ir'-ﬂ'l.\' T l’l:" b .u*n'.l _I' Neal
L.‘r.'l_',;:d.l: arad v fugbters Jenmls
Brvm arid Erin Frumy

ENSURING THE LEGACY
THROUGH EDUCATION

As 2002 comes to a close, the Japanese American National Museum
would like to thank you for your generous support that has enabled
us to share the Japanese American experience with our community
and many, many others including young children and students.

Our ambitious long-term goal is to ensure that every student in
America learns about the Japanese American World War ||
experience. Your ongoing support will make this possible

s

Tel 213.625.0414, Fax 2136251770 - www janm.org

JAPANESE AMERICAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
369 East First Street, Los Angeles, California 90012

i 7007 WENMNEEC "ANSS] AVAIOH MWD DUV



THoppy Toldays
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1BLE RIT.Sapa FAX
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Spanon's Groclings
Caman' Rg) uce:ﬂ r::l'- | SAKURA-YA ML"DT_ mi Marion & Ron
Seorge & lku m:“' | NasasuRgmA | JOHN & MIYO Trisha & Justin
| Kirlyama NAKASHIMA | Gy Ghomee FUJTKAWA DOl
Season s Groetings | Happy Holidays! Happy Birthdey Jesus o0
GARDENA Bl ]“dwﬁ“h' Gardena Valley bt
PHARMACY | Bealrice “Bea”™ | s faymond bl | 1ou wis bk pie
Wolfe Garders, CAG0ay | - Godoms CA 0347 JOE ISAO & CHER! SHITARA

OI0AIT-5356

Happy Heolidays |

John ). Fujita

NIKKEI |

Seadond Grealings
4.

]
NTERNATIONAL

ASSOCIATION
N i

P.0. Box 7508, Torrance, CA B0504

KAJI AND ASSOCIATES

18527 5. Western Avenus, Sulle 15
Gardena, CA 80248 (310) 327-7790

220 Maneg Averss BF

ke

“Hly -
Happy %Mgm

David B, Akivoshi, D.D.5
1133 W
Gardena, Californin 90247

il edes

edt Carderm Boulevard

{310) 327-T165

@gm{?ﬁ:@ %m?kg@

Helen
KAWAGOE

CARSON, CALTFORNIA

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Member NASD/SIPC
STOCKS -
Stemre Trgimote, CFP
25500 Rewtharme Rivd., Sodie 1044
angr, CA 90503

e TieLs (S10) 575-7351, BO0-T36-7531

BONDS - INSURANCE

Happy Holidays!

*

*

Three Star
Nursery, Inc.

*

Frwors and Vegetahie Plants: Wialpsal Growers

2

/|

COMPL-BANNER
“inmant Sagha. Bannecs ' Baloorm™
Geaphecs » Engravend Signe = Busstess. Canss « Limnators.
Rubber Stames « Hebum Tark Faniai « Party Bannoer

Ganpna, CA 90245

SEASON'S GREETINGS

Coast Nurseries Inc.
SAM FUSIMOTO
STEVE FUJIJIMOTO
15914 5. Broadway, Gardena, CA 90248
5870 Los Angeles Ave, Somis, CA 93066
(310) 324-0755
{805) IB&-4253
Seasons Cjreetings
from

Dr. Alan and Lisa

SE&.SGN':—F
GREETINGS
+CARL & MAY DOI

Season's Greetings
Terry Tanigu .D.S.
Erneutm'agm’ .S.
Allen Sueoh, D.DS.

1700 W, Gardena Bhd
Gardena, CA 80247

8 Pacimc Cries Houpay 1ssug, Decemaer 2002
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS

&

r:"lx

G REETINGS!
[rom the
GAardernm Womlls

IL.IOMNS

SEASON'S GREETINGS
rom

Nolan Y. Machara, D.D.5.
Christopher Iwata, D.D.5.
Brian Chang, D.D.S.

Kiyoko Nojima, D.D.S.

15300 S0 Western Avenue, Gardena, TA P0249
(3100 327-1430

PO, Box 2361 Gerdens, Calllomis 20247

r/
|

"L.I

&

S ANG E LES

EREETE ERNTE

AMAWLZRSY

YAMA RESTAURANT

MASA and HIRD SUEMURA

Tel. (626) 57T6-9828
Opan ¥ Days

433 W. Main 5L

ferry Christwas  KENNEDY

PP ey ———

E. Eenji Tatsunn
_ President

Alhambra, CA 81801
SEASOS'S GREETINGS

ANIRA HASEGAWA &

ANN, ARTHUR, BETTE,

MARY, LAUREN 8. MICHAEL

1400 SOLAR DR, MONTEREY PARK. CA 91756

Meryy Chrictmas, My Friends!
[lﬂL Kikuchi-5

Greeling
George & Ruth Ige
Season’s Greetings
Michi Obi

Littie Tokyo Chapter & 3686
Meets 15t Mondays ar 1:00 pm. A0 Welcome!
Linion Church, 401 E. 3rd 51, Los Angeles, CA 90013
For-miey ipformation pleaie call. (626) THT-T948
Happy Holidays|

Kabeggh Komar Prendens
John Saizo, Sr. . ...
Ml Himeno .

Secretary
Kanberdy Komatw I

Tees

Board of Directorns
Aldry Hasegrwn  Sid loouye
Sue Salamodn

* Mahle Yoshizaki Scholarhip Fund
CADELA JACL PO Bhoo 30
Moestebedlo, A #0641
[mnsven) sriver

pallone

IAMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS |

EAST LOS ANGELES JACL |

Vice Prevident |

sures |

Season's
’ B35} Husimghes Dire. Bamile §§ il e
gr&fnrﬁs :ﬂmﬂiﬂ. et ¥y L A
| Harry and Jane HOPE. PEACE. LOVE FAMH
|
| Ozawa Mibi Himess £ Fumibes of Cleeyd B Gy {(Elaina)

Bles Schaviner, Alyesa i Kirishes

- Seasen & Grectings INSURANCE, TAX PREPARATION
& ACCOUNTING SERVICES

RESTAURANT YEX w‘ﬁ: tsl":ﬂﬁ:': ;ﬁmﬁﬂ w0013
SH'NAND Ll ol

Al
> Happy Holidays
Mas & Susie Dobashi

Seasonw'sy Greetings

= W
w3
DINING-SUSHI-COCKTAILS

(626) 2000130
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nothing new. The LS.
had targeted them as carly as 1933
when U8, Army imellipence
expressed concern that the local
Japanese possessed certain charac-
l:nsucsundmuailmdmm
considered inferior, snd that if put
tor the test, the Japaness would
prm-c:rmrdlshy:h}'tmhﬂ]mmd

. FDR also reviewed other
reports, which alleged that the
local Japanese were conspiring
plans of espionage with Japanese
nationals when they boarded wisit-
ing Japaness ships ot Howaiian
poris. In reaction 1o this, FDR feh
that those who engaged in such
activities should be sent to concen-
tration camps,

FDRs hostility toward the
Japanese had deep roots. When
Jupan defeated the Russians in the
Russo-Jepan War in 1904-05,
Jopan became feared as a military
force capable of challenging the
United States and even invading
Hawaii. Such early fears con-
tributed to the question of the foy-
alty of the Japanese in Hawaii.

According to author Robinson,
Roosevelt believed the citizen
MNisei were innately Japanese and
wiould support and collaborate
with Japan in the event of war.
Following the hysteria of
Americans after the attack on
Pearl Harbor, FDR refused o
believe that the Misei could be true
Americans worthy of having their
liberties and property rights
respected.

Then the Justice
ummmd&:m{aﬁndﬂﬁchm
of suspects, Munrnl‘lhr'fss:tm
on the ABC lists hnd béen under
surveillance as early as World War
1. Thez list was referred o as the
ABC list because it ranked the
oy lleged saboteurs in onder of

g potential threat with “A™ being the

4 most threatening. But in essence,
the were nothing more
than keaders in the Japanese com-
miznity or those with tes to Japan.

Distrust towards the Hawaiizn

ijmum.lmwiw
1 the bombing of Pearl Harhaor,
= Gen. Walter Short anticipated acts
of sabotage from the local
Hawaiian Japanese and ordered all
at Pegrl Harbor 1o be
cmdhbmpmm
umﬁﬁ L.
leﬂhfﬂﬂm
easier tarpets for epemy
5 5 on Dec, 7, and far more
mhﬂum

The Peari Harhor annck created
unconfirmed reports of massive
acts of sabotage by the AlAs. On
that same day, Short and Territorial
Gov. John Poindexter declared
mantial low in Hawaii that lasted
throughout most of the war.
Curﬁ:wreguhnmmmmgd

produce were suspended out
of fear that the JAs would poison
the food supply.

Within 24 hours after the bomb-
ing of Pearl Harbor, 1,291 Issei on
the ABC list were in cusiody. No
formal charges were filed against
the suspects, who were isolated in
Department of Justice camps in
the nation’s intenios

Later in December 1941,
Roosevelt appointed Supreme
Count Justice Owen J. Robenis 1o
head a commission to inguing into
the Peari Harbor attack. A month
later, Secretary of War Henry Lo
Stimson reponted that Roberts
regarded the Japanese population
on the islands 85 a grest menace,
particularly since a lerge portion of
them were armed as LS. service- -
meen under the draft.

The repont implicaied spies
attached 1o the Japancse consulate
s being partly responsible for the
attack but did not exclude the local
Jagianese of blame, leaving open
e suspicion that they committed
“acts of espionage against the
United Sttes as well.

Mationally, newspapens reponed
on the Roberts. Commission find-
ings, deseribing the subversive
activities of spies without making
distinction between them and the
Iocal Japanese, Some newspaper
mmmmmm
commitied were
attached 1o the Japanese consulme
and included hured Cascasian

spics. Implicated were the resident
Imwﬂm.mmm
nllcp:lluh:pumpummlln

who continued 1o believe that his
findings were still good even after
the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

Opindons of others wene sought
inchading that of Emmons, who
became a replacement for Shor,
the disgraced military commander
who was in charge when Pearl
Harhor was sttacked.
Emmons was well aware that
the atiack on Pearl Harbor resulied
in the deaths of more than 2 400
American servicemen, with many
thousands more wounded; that the
Pacific fleet was sunk and hadly
damaged: the aircraft and facilities
were destroved: and that public
sentiment was high against the
Japanese. As a result, even
Emmaons approved the intermmen
of 72 alleged troublemakers 1o
Hawaii’s Sand Island detention -
center and their later transfer to
camps on the mainiznd.
&alhmmVMWm

of the Japanese to the
island’s Iabor force in the agricul-
tura] economy as well as that of
rebuilding Pearl Harbor, But rather
than oppose evacuation owtright,
Emmaons cited problems of trans-

_ porting and housing such a large
“number of people. He determined

that separating the diskoyal from
the loval would be impossible, and
announced that a2 keass 100,000
Hawaiian Japanese would have to
be incarcerated. It is believed that
he gave this figure knowing that 2
mass evacuation of so many
wolthd be @ i
Nevertheless, other FDR advi.
sors continued to urge the removal
of the Hawaiion Japanese. But the
high degree of anti-Japanese senti-
meent on the West Coast and the
increased tensions that would
result from a mass evicuation of
Japanese from Hawaii to
ty. Instead, the transfer of inemees
10 the big island of Howail was
favored. There, it was believed, the
Japancse could produce their food,
and construct their own facilities.

The others would be mansported
1o concentrEtion camps on the
manland.

Marshall believed a large comp
on the island of Hawaii would pre-
sent greater logistical problems
than on the mainland. And like the
Roberts Commission rep,
Murshall was unwilling 1o make
any distinction between loval and
potentially disloyal citizens and
alien Japanese, only that they be
confined for the duration of the
war with no recormmendation for
thetr return to their homes

Ot Feb, 19, 1942, Roosevell
signed Executive Order 9066,
which authomized the implements-
tion of 3 mass evacuation and
incanceration of all persons. of
Jnpanese ancestry from the West
Coast and parts of Arizona. In
addition, the War Department was
authorized 1o designode prescribed
military areas for which any or all
persons may enter, remain, heave
ar be excluded. It also served s
the basis for the curfew imposed
on Japanese families which man-
duted that ravel be resticted to no
micre than five miles from their
homes and that they were to be in
their homes by § pm.

Four days after the order was
signed, Knox again advised FDR
to evacuate all persons of Japanese
ancestry from Hawaii. An earlier
letter 1o Knox from Emmons
opposed such a large-scale evacua-
tion. But Knox insisted he could
not be satisfied until the Japanese
were placed on other islands, away
from Oahu where most of the miki-

"Roosevelt ordered Kriox o
coordinate the evacuation with
Stimson, clearly showing that he
wanted the evacustion of Havail
1o takee place for all persons of
Japanese ancestry without regand
1o their civil
m‘“‘"‘iﬁ""pﬂaﬁ“

VB
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Stumson’s appeoval of Mor-
shall’s recommendations were also
given favorable review by the
Joint Chiefs of Staff but differed in
that it apphied only to those
Japaness who were considencd o
b “dangerous.” That left it up o
Emmons (o determine who shoald
be considered dangerows and
deetained in maonland camps. That
number was estimated to be about
20,0000 individuals.

After more deliberation between
McCloy and Stimson, the wisdom
of bringing 20,000 Japanese
Hawaiians to the West Coast was
again questioned. After consulting
Emmans, the “'most dangerous™
numbers were reduced to 1 500,

Meanwhile, questions reganding
the legality of incarceration of the
JAs were being raised by civil
nights groups that presented habeas
corpus challenges [or those being
transferred 1o the mainland, oul-
side the jurisdiction of manial law
then in force in Hawaii.,

Such challenges, when they
reached FDR, consed him o
reconsider his previous plan to
incarcerste Howaiinn Japanese on
one of the other islands.

In the absence of o clear deci-
sion on the Japancse in Hawairznd
evacimbion, the War Department
turned 10 Emmons to devise an
evacuation plan. However,
Emmons opposed any plan, citing
the fact that there had been no acts
of sabotage by the Japanese since
the attaflk. But a more fundamental

reason for his apposition was his
bdi:l' that a miass evacuion
would have serious consequences
on the islands" economy and the
morale of the remaining Japaness.

Mevertheless, Assistant
Secretary of War John 1. McCloy
continged to pressure Emmdns 1o
move forwand on the president's
intent 1o establish intemment
camps in Hawail. McCloy sig-
gested that 10-15,000 AJAs be
sent 1o the “hig island ™ Yiclding to
the dermands that same action be
taken, Emmons suggesicd a plan

The Japanase
wors B large
source of labor
tar Hawai's
Vsl Bugar cane
plantations

Pnoto Counety of 1he Hawan State Archives

to evacuate 5.000 “volunary™
evicuess 1o ihe maknland even
though he thought it was illogical
1o do so

The “volunteers" comsisted
muinly of women and children
allowed w0 join ther potcatially
dangerous hushands and fathers
who were already intemed
Approval of Emmaons’ plan by the
Joint Chiefs of S1aff followed with
the explanaton to the president
that any LS. citizen such a5 a son
or doughter itn-an imemment camp
in the mainland could obain free-
dom with o writ of habeas corpus,
a problem he wis proviowsly con-
cemed about,

Knox believed this 5 (00 num-
ber was {ar too fow and that the
Japanese sympathizers would. in
the event of an attuck upon the
islands, unquestionably coopemie
with the enemy

Stmson, however, bebieved the
remaval of the 5,000 would sim-
plify his problem and would not
make the lshor problem wirse
Suill, Roosevell insisted that the
foremost consideration should be
the safepyof the islands and that
any labar shartage as a result of
evacuation should not be consid-
ered.

Roosevell's approval applied w
15,000 persons in family groups as
a first phase of a larger evacuation
Again, Emmons recognized the
economic impact of such a
removal, especially on a large
sugar plantation, which relied
heavily on the Nikkei as laborers,
and he resisted FOR's concerns.

By then, the tide of war wis
tuming in the United States” favor,
reducing the possibility of an inva-
efforts 1o placate Roosevell on the
issue. He stood firm, convinced
there would no Jonger be mase
evacustion of the mlends. Perhaps
because of the change in the direc-
tion of the war and the long-stand-
ing dehate about the issue,
Stimson and MeCloy also no
longer pressed Emmons,

By January 1943, Antomey
Cieneral Francis Biddle whi had
miuxed feelings about mass evacu
uon on the West Coast because of
constitutional gquestions, agreed
tha the evacuation of Japamese
Hawabiams was no kanger feasible
A few months laer, even Knox
soquiesced

Other condiions necded 1o be
addressed. One was that betwoen
MNowvember 1942 and February
1943, there was no longer space
avaalable in the War Relocanon
Authority camps anc therefone
trunsportation of any additienal
Japamsse from Howan was sus-
pended. By then, 1037 mostly
“volumeer” evacuces had been
removed from Hawali to mainland
camps

omevelt, thotgh beloved

by many for his progres-

sivie social programs,
demonstrated Hule concerd for the
lives of those of Japanese ancestry,
For the victims of his policies and
his executive ogder, there exists an
ambivalent, love-hate relationship
among JAs

Toward the end of the war when

the camps seemed no longer nec-
essary, neither FDR nor any other
governmen! agency provided
assistange 1o resettle the inemees
who had no job prospects, no
homes (o netum o and fow finan-
cial resdiroes o nestan their hves
afler years-in the camps, When it
became known that the loyalty of
the interness was no longer a
problem, no public statement
affirming their steadfasiness as
Amenicans was forthcoming from

" Rocsevelt.

Ironically, the geographical iso-
lation of Hrwaii from the main-
land was one of the strongest
deterrents to evacuation despite
Hawaii's strategic imporiance in
the Pacific and ns a possible tane
for invasion. I s akso interesting
1o paint oul Dr. Robinsons’ assess-

meent thad although matnland
Mikkes were evacusted and incar
cerated, FIXR pasd much greatey
arteniien oo Howadi and far less w
the West Coas. where his mole was
sormicw hal passive

The importanee of Emmeons
preventimg the moss evacuation of
o canmo be underectimated
nor the courage he demonstraled
e rranimazing e effocts oo the
Japanese community, His objec
tive vicws on the military necesss
ty to remove one-third of Hawan's
poprilateon was weighed against
the conseguences W the shund’s
econamy sl how 1l woukd
impede the war ¢ffort in the
Pacific

Drespite preasure from his supe
riors, Emmans” “foot drageing’
wis probably lis way of appeas:
g his supenons without being
guilty of insubordination. When
neoessary fo placate FDR,
Emmons made compromises such
a5 the Transporation of “volun-
tary™ infernees o mainland camps

T

n 1980, the LS. Congress
I Tormed the Commission on

Wertime Relocation and
Intermment of Civilians (CWRIC)
to ascertin the causes of the
WWII evacustion and incancera-
tion of those of Japanese ancestry

Regarding Emmons, the
CWRIC sued that Emmaons
“effectively scuttled thee Hawatian
evacuation.”

Az a resull of the CWRIC find-
ings, the Civil Liberties Act of
1988 wis passed where the LS
govemment officially acknowl-
ﬂdsﬂd the wrongs committed dur-
ing WWII against persons of
Japaness ancestry, The legislation
provided an apology o each Tiving
victim along with a redness pay-
ment. After 40 years, the truth was
known about the misguided pobi-
cies of the FDR administration.

In the CWRIC report, it was
determined that three main reasons
cimtributed to the wmnc-
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vide profection agains! destrction
and removal. Many at the time
were enamoned with the idea that
Liftle Tokyo would be motally reno-
vaied with brand-new buildings
andf office towers, and that the old
brick buildings were an eyesor
ndd unsafe for occupancy.

In retrospect, it would seem that
thase who favored szving the old
buildings o5 an imporiant and ime-
placcable resource were the wiser,
especially sibce the econamic
downturmn of the 1990 has shown
how many buzinesses and office
tenants can come and go withow
any real loyalty to the community,

LTSC CDC will begin renova-
tion on the Far East bislding this
winter, and we hope to re-open the
café perhips in.lhwe fall of 2003.
The opening of the caflé has *
bhecome the talk of many Nisct and

wehad in M.m:h of 2002,
shared with us, with gars
up in their eyes, their mem-
ories of the Far East Café where
they had their wedding anniversary,
and then 50 years luter, their
Golden Wedding anniversary
Memanies and connec.
vinsn like thot are -
placeable, and we need
I continue marturing
new fond memarics
for new-genemaiions of
Cusiomens.

The Little Tokyo
Gymnasium

LTSC CDC has been
working to obtain o
site for the futune
Little Tokyo gymnasi-
um, which is proposed

would be big enough
1o host major basket-
ball, wolleyball and
martial ans ourm-

who mever. hercand
thus have no connection 1o the his-
torical and culturl heritage of
Litthe Tokyo. -
Though the purpose of the Little
Tokyvo Recreation Center ia umiver
sally applauded, where i should he
located is under some mtense con-
testion. Currently, the only aval

PO TRECY L

-theseanient 1o-build-whnt

the “Centrnl Avenue An

the four-acre sile, which mld be
composed of green grass, wallk-
ways, a sculpture garden and an v
vatdoor performance area. We are
propesing that the Ar Park use
three acres and allow one scre or
the Lattle Tokyo gymnusiam:
MOCA and JAKM
have refused to socept
this!

Qur ¢y councilper
san, Jun Perry, s seek
g an alternative sile
&4 o fhcafis i fesalve
the conflict, for which
Y owie are very grateful
However, until an alter
aative vl becaimics a
4 reality, FSN remains
s Lhe onlyv avilable spe
* [foe the Linle Tokyo
= Eym W cunnod, and
will mod give up this
sl withiodt @ real aller
nidive bocause the
future of Litle Tokyo
needs (his project

older Sansei who still remember meats, and special ;mﬁemu:l;;mr' Enrﬂ';’ﬁ;mﬁ;:?;?m The Far East and the A
the old wooden stulls, and the COmMmLmtY evenls Tokyo recrestionsl facilily. The ket and the two-story parking XM — W0 projects
many receptions and parties held I fs clear s every-  giyeture behind it are owned by the City of Los Angates that comdtext Livtle
there. Many can still savor the one that such o facility ’ Tokyo with its nch fs
fmryar and almond duck that was 1% needed and would tary andd 4 hopetul
prepared in the old “chop suey™ e 8 huge boon 1o Lintle Tokyo's able sate s ina city-owned parking  future. As the IO0-vear-old man
stvle of Chinese American cooking,  business and cultural establish- ot called "Farst Street Nonh™ snd, wo cannot ailofd to lose ou
belore the edvent of the mone ments. It 15 likewise clear that there  (FSN) tstoncal place and henage
sophisticated Mandarin cuisine or i nothing in Lanle Tokyo at this LTSC has proposcd the banlding  because onve it°s gone. yvou can’t
Dim Sum. We hope 16 restone the time which would imterest or drow of the LT gym on thas lot simce get it huck.
café so that the old-timers will young peaple 10 come here on a 19495, however, our effons have
remember it fondly, und new cus- consistent hasis. Linle Tokyo s been nullified by the JA National Bt Wanrniahe s e ewrcielive
womers will be won over. misding an endire generation of Museur (JANM) and the Museum  direcior iof Lox Angeles' Lintle Tokvo
There was a Nisei couple who Nikkei voung adults and familics of Contemporary Any (MOCA). Itis  Service Center
With over 3,000 CDCs presens pertod of two months. It was a huge  left @ kegacy inthe Little Tokyo
iTO today, it is'a good indication that undertaking to ensure that the com-  community and represented the
(Continued from page 35) their work deems some type of munity voice was heard and docu- power of what nonprofit agencics
recognition, After analyzing the memied, As the RC) project enoves can accomplish. Bul it is people
Presid " Fafh work of these organizations, we 1o its second phase, the project will ke Daryl whao give reason that the
DﬂPﬂ"'ﬂ":}'L B Jehmbonis ‘v find the approach works because of  implement some of the mos press- approsch works
T ty action pro- 1wo neasons — the strategic and ing needs that came out of the study These examples are only a small
"t the hasis for many inclusive planning process and the like impmfnd sanitation, betie snapshot of what is going on across
B | service programs today. In people who benelii from these pro-  ransporiation aliernatives and more  the nation as nonpeofil community
the ently of thit. Bew grams, affordable housing, over the course development corporaiions like
3 “gh us Hisd When we were young childnen, of the next year Litthe Tokyo Service Center CIXC
Stari i 4 IT,!mgmm!- health our parents hammered into our The key Lo this approach has and Axian Americans for Equality
:li“j';';“wum M‘Tmm pro- brains many hahits that are been the collaboration of many sec-  utilize complex stratepies amd inno-
}lnumc the initia} progrims imgrained into ws for life. When 107% — COMmMunity resdents, focal valive approaches to stimualate their
:ghﬂ were gged 10 address carly CBCs began, they (oo weore businesses, government, local local econnmics
ity development Noa il ingrained from their predecessors politicians and corporations — All over the nation. many CDCs
1966 durin Prﬁiﬂ:m]nlhnsm'i that the key 0 revitalization must caring together for 8 higher cause have taken their own initiative 1o
Mm:ini.ﬂl'lflm il e 5 sl be driven/by the community and not  and ensaring the fulure of New prowide a boost to their focal
P oo v action 10 outsiderd. By working with & broad York's Chinatown, economics by setting up entrepre-
"Fuj m':""ln"'"' Ut which —  mnge of local stakeholders-resi- Like this approach, it is also the neurial-like businesses such s
mm“mhw <hifh mwr;rds demts, small businesses, and local people whom nonprofil agencies cafés, bakenes and factonies to cre-
m:uhﬂ: Imrlurnic r;‘cl- povernment, the most essential serve who help to validate their ale pobs; credit anions for low-
e eyl needs can be identified and then work. Many years ago, 1 had the income families: and even their
The first ' CDC. as what imphemented through an action opportunity o meel ane extraordi- own loan funds to provide low- -
i R fodkay s 'di:IB-:desd plan. One exsmple that anticulates nary mndividual named Daryl interest capital to potential small ﬁ
ki R.ﬂ-;l:ﬂliﬂﬂ Vi ihis approach is Asian Americans Damniel. Irﬂwmnb:rhlunxllus Mmum'{hﬂujmhnpﬁ
& ¥ MY kmfﬂﬂlll urhclm for Equality’s Rebuild Chinatown conversation with Daryl near his of the jeeberg of why these non-
B'm“h“hf JI.hI:PCDl‘ i Initintive (RCT) launched this past apariment &t the San Pedro Firm peafit comemunity d:t:lum:m cor- 3
Ip-md.d.ddyl EDC = © July Bullding, witich was an affordable  porations should be taken serivusly E
MW s I_"“"'“E. I"" strong RCI has been convencd by AAFE  housing project by LTSC CDC, and a5 3 major force in revitalizing
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Vancouver's Chinatown off Main Street

YAN
{Continued from page 11)

climate of Chinatown. From 1972
1o 1986, the city spent $10.2 mil-
lion on the Chinatown Streel
Beautification Project. More
recently, the city has placed mone
police officers on the stroets of
Chinatown, and the Downtown
Eastside and the Chinatown
Business Improvement Association
have hired extra security guands to
patral Chinatown, On a community
leved, the Chinatown Merchunts”
Association has stared & series of
service improvement initiatives. In
working with the city’s
Engineering Department, the
Chinatown Revitalization
Commities hes attempied to clean
up the alleys of Chinatown., As for
parking, the CMA, the province,
and the city built 8 $22 million,
1,000-car parkade in 1995

In the face of these projects, the
question becomes not one of why
nothing is being done to save
Chinstown, but why the initiatives
being implemented are failing to
stop the decline The persistent
decline of Chinatown throoghout
hood is facing grester challenges
than whal hawve been previously
identified. To address the economic
problems of Chinatown, one neods
to go bevond these superficial
riEnes -as the forces that are chang-
ing Chinatown go beyond its tradi-
tional boundaries and into the
changing Chinese community of
Gremer Vancouver,

Over the lnst 10 vears,
Vancouver's Chintse commumity

has seen tremendows and
change. Between 1986 to 1996, the
Chinese Canadian iom in the

City of Vancouver has nearly dou-
bled from 70,455 w0 143,115, Much
of this growth can bs directly
attributed 1o irmmigmtion from
Hong Kong and, to a lesser degree,
from muainland China as well o
Vietnam.

Beyond the numbers, federal

imemugration pohces have produced
8 Chinese immigrant that can fre-
quently be described as affiuent or
i Jeast “comfortable,” skalled, and
educated. For example, in 1991, 28
percent of all adult immigrants
from Hong Kong held o umiversity
degree, companed with 14 percent
of all immigrants and 11 percent of
the Canadian-bom adull popuala-
o,

In sddition to being befter edu-
cated, the socio-econamic status of
Hong Kong immigrants is much
higher than previous penods of
Chinese immigrtion, as 23 percent
of all Hong Kong immigrants
between 1988 and 1997 come as
business-class immigrants whao
require minimum capital holdings
of ot leasy $250,000. From these
demagraphic and class characieris-
tics of Chinese immigranis, they
have clearly broken away from the
traditional customer base of
Chinatown at well &2 the tradition-
al residential pattems of the
Chincse in Vancouver

From the "50s (o the mid-*80s,
most Chinese Canadisns in
Vancouver lived within o seven-
kilometer distance from Chinatown
with the largest concentration in
Vancoaver's Enstade. With the
influx of weakhier immigrants and
investment from Hong Kong,
Taiwan and China, and the grow-
ing social mobility of Chinese
Canadians, much of the communi-
ty has dispersed to other parts of
the city. Currently, most Chinese in
Vancouver live outside of
Chinatown, The neighborhoods
around Chinatown thal were once
the single center for the Chiness
community in Vancouver in the
"60s and “T0s have now become
onc of many Chincse resadential
centers in Greater Vancoaver.

While the pattern of Chinese
Canadizns moving out of the
neighborhoods of Chinatown hos
been occuming since the end of the
‘Warld War I1, the most important
difference in the "90s has been the
rise of direct competition o
Chinstowmn fior Chinese goods and
services. The growth of Chinese

Some of the

oldes!

SIruciures in

Venoouver's Chinatown are located along
Pender Sineet. The busiding in the center
& the Chinese Benevolan! Associabon’s
buildeng, which was constructed in 1808

I

r lization

In 2000, the City of Vancouver started a series of .
revitalization projects govemned by a 23-member
with representatives

rom such organizations as

the Chinatown Merchants’ Association, the Chinese

Benavolent Associatioh, and the Chinese CulturakCenter.
The procaess contains 8 myriad of initiatives that range from
Incraased malmhummm to youth programming to strategic

tions. The common aim is

make Vancouver Chinatown a viable destination lor tourists,

and youth.
One project called "The Silk Road” has the city creating a
path linking the central branch of the Vancouver

supermarkets and Asian malls in
Richmond and Coquitlam and the
development of Chincse cormmer-
cial clusiers along main Toutes such
as Hastings Street, Victoria Dnive,
Ceranville Street and Main Strect
have climinated the need (o go 0
Chinatown,

In the past, the provision of
Chinese goods and services has
been an important keysione for the
Chinatown economy. The dormi-
nance of the Chinese consumer
market that Chinstown once
enjoyed for almost 90 years has
evaporaied 1o the span of 10 years
Indecd, the ultimale sign of the
times is that you can go o any
lange supermiarket chain in
Vancouver to pel buk choy Of ovi-
ter sauce rather than going 10,
Chinatown.

Put together, these external
trends and internal challenges have
taken a toll wpon Chinatown. Ina
10-year study of ground-floor land
uses, vacancies have almost dou-
bied. Certain types"of bellwether
businezies such as restaurants have
slowly decreased from a high of 35
restsurants in Chinstown in 1980 o
28 in 2000. Developmment permits
in the arca have decreased from 18
in 1995 1o two in 1997 and butld-
ing permits have diminished from
55 in 1995 wo 1B in 1997. Anecdotal

dats from the Clunmown
Merchants” Associstion (CMA)
suggest that certain businesses have
lost over S0 percent of their clien-
tele in the past decade. Vancouver's
Chinatown is in trouble and thas
docs not bode well for its counter-
pans acroas the contiment.

The Future of Chinatown?

It is difficult to =il what the
futwre may hold Tor the
Chinatowns of San Francisco, New
York and Vancouver. Whether it i
invading hordes of dol-commers,
the nfiermath of Amenca’s worst
terronst siiack or simple demo-
graphic change, each Chinatown
faces its own demons, Chinatowns
have sigod for aver 100 yesrs, b,
for them 1o survive for andther
100, they will need individuals,
Asian Canadians and AAs in par-
ticular, 10 step up. Ultimately,
while the nature of each problem
may be different, the basic ingreds-
ent needed 10 save Chinutosm
is simple: groops of dbdicuted men
and women who are willing 1o
make 2 difference and make their
Chinatown a betier place 10 live
and work. Il

FPartians of this armicle appeared
in the July 19-Aug 1, 2002, lssue of
the Pacific Citizen.
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(Continued from page 15)

with his mother. He retomed just in
time for the Mid- Autumn Festival.
He remembered sitting outside
under the moon cating mooncakes,
nuts and fruits with the mother he
handly ever saw.

Mid- Auturnn Festival was shways
thst much memory 1o me. Another
strange custom my parents tried o
infuse into a houschold where their
four children fought desperately Lo
“be Amencan.” Another time for
my parents (o get nostalpe while
we squirmed with snxiety to run off
und play. There was no special sig-
nificance 10 this day. We went 1o
school, My mother cooked and
cleaned. My-father went to work. It
was just another day.

On October 6, 1979, | expen-
enced my first Mid-Autumn
Festival. | was af my adopted fami-
Iy"s house in Wanchai, Hong Kong,
where 1 hod decided 1o live for two
years. Buat-mouh (2 term of respect
for mothers of friends and acquain-
ances) spent the day cleaning,
cooking and preparing a feast.
Ming, my adopted brother, spent
hours patiently explaining Chinese
culiure o me. He would look at me
incredulous at my seemingly bound-

less lack of knowledge of traditions
and cultural markers which were
fundamental to his understanding of
what it meant to be Chinese.

That evening, the Chau family
gathered 1o watch Bast-moub take
care of the many rituals necessary 1o
¢ ed gonduct the ancesior worship for
Mid-Avtumn Festival. Then Ming,
his fwo brothers and two siflers, his
parents end [ all crowded around the
nnrfnldmnuhlnmme 10x 10-foot

dﬂﬂm fish, pork, and beel. Soup
mmm Vegetables and

quunlities of fresh fruits. And
tourse, mooncakes, We all
in, cating, and laughing.

Afer the meal we scrambled out of
the house and into the alleys 1o find
mmfnmhﬂdﬂmﬁm
hangout spots around

2 Ming and 1 happed on a tram head-
£ ed for Victoria Par.

< The streets were packed, and as
“wpﬂnﬂﬁuﬂhy.:uwm

cause me Lo fall in
me, hundreds of
fﬂﬁﬂﬁ:hptumﬂw
the moon (o rise high in the skoy.
lomterns lit. Esth family had staked
osl an aren for isell with rows of
candles. Music plaved saftly in the
We wandered through
the park for scveral hours, waiching
the: children play and holding our
own lsmermns up to the sky. Ming
szid, “But now we have to go 1o the
Peak.”™ We boarded a crowded bus
that wound up the mountains in
central Hong Kong, and all along
the side of the moantein path Fights
sparided as people made their way
up and around the mountein with
their lantems.

The moon now shone in the sky,
large and round. When we got off
the bus, and began to walk sround
the mountain with the rest of the
revelers, | realized all that 1 had
Jost. 1 finally understood the tender-
ness my parents shovwed in our din-
ing room when they cut open the
cakes 1o share. 1 began to under-
stand what it would mean for my
father to be able 10 spend this hoti-
day watching the full moon with his
mother in a war-lom, paverty-
sricken village in China. When
Ming reached out to hold my hond
fior the first time, [ fell in love agan

-

In the summer of 1996, three
membens of the Chinatown
Committee of Asian Amencans
United {AALT) had taken & groop of
immigrant Chinatown youth for a
picnic. While the group sat in the
shade of a large tree along e
banks of the Schaylkill River, the
youth talked about homesickness
and in particular about the elderly in
in age from 12 to 16, realized that
though the homesickness was bad
for them, it would be much worse
for the elderly. The times they fel
the most homesick were during the
traditional hohidays of Chingse New
Year and the Mid-Autumn Festival.
From this quiet conversation, the
ides to mount & Mid-Autumn festi-
val in Philedelphia Chmatown
hegan 1o hlossom and grow,

The youth decided they would

make a festival, They wanted 10 do
& play based on & Tolk tale about the
Moon Festival. But many of the
vouth were inclear aboul the story.
They had vague memories of & story
shout the Moon Maiden, and mmany
of them wove a mishmash of van-
ous Tolk tales together. | um & “jook
sing.” a Cantonese term which is
used for American-borm Chinese. It
literally means “hollow bamboo™
and implies while we have the "out-
sides™ — the physical appearance of
being Chinese, we lacked the
“ingides™ — the hesrt and soal, spir-
it and cultur® of being Chinese. As a
jook ging, 1 was little help in trying

1 figure out the folk tale.

After o bat of library rescarch we
came up with two versions of the
take and the youth worked 10 create
the play “so other kids out there
don’t forpet the stores the way we
did " The youth themselves chose
the theme for the Tirst festival:
“Hononng the Elderly.” They
worked for two months organizing
logistics, making paper lantems,
prepaning scenery'for the play. and
liming up additional &5, one of
which was the Senior Citizens” Tai
Chi Growp from Chinstown. They
thought perhaps 100 people might
come to see their festival.

On a cool fall evening seven
years ago, over 450 people froth the
community showed up in the play-
ground of Holy Redeemer Church
for the first Mid-Autumn Festival.
By this past year, the sttendance had
risen to over 3,000, As we prepared
for the seventh festival, many of the
youth involved with the first play
have moved on. They now have
jobs and grester famaly responsibili-
ties. Some have moved out From the
community in search of more
affordable, decent housing than
what is availshle in the cramped
confines of Chinmown.

A new group of yooth have begum
o wink on camying out the festival.
The pianning commitiee has grown
and includes commamity adults and
cldery as well. We scarch for ways
to now offer young people aceess (o

folk traditons in 8 Con@BIEnT wWay
The festival has become & reason o
celgbrate and as such, has become a
reason 1o develop craft and tech-
nigue. [t has also became wehicle
for understanding the dynamic
nature of tradition.

It was only after we mounted the
festival in Chinatown that 1 learmed
from my father that the laniems
which were so precious & part of the
festival in Hong Kong and in
Chinatown were never o part of
Wid-Autumn festivities in northern
China 'where he grew up. What |
had assumed 1o be a ubquitous past
of the festival tumed out 1o be “a

southern thing."” And of course, the
annual mosncake-cating conbest
which has come to mark the finale
of the festival 5 a pure homegrown
Philadelphia tradstion

On Sept. 26, 2002, AAL spon-
sored the seventh Mid-Auviumn
Festival celebration in Chinatown.
_H",- children, and the others whao
came, learned the story of Houyi
and Chang E. They miw see mmdon-
cakes nod as the weird heavy cakes
in the cardboard box, but g “the
special treat we pel 10 cil once a
year,” They lit their lantems and ran
with their friends through the sireets
of Chinstown. They built memorics
of & sacred, spinitual fink to thou-
sands of years of Chinese culiture.
My father and the other elders who
atiended remembered their child-
hoods in China

This year, under the full moon,
my huzhand and [ celehruied the
23rd enmiversary of our “first
date™ — and I fell in Jove all over
again ... W y

Deborah Wei is a founding mem-
ber and g member of the board of
directors of Axian Americany United
in Philadeiphia, To suppors the work
of AAL, donationy can be dent ko
Asian Americans United, 913 Arch
Street, Pmip{:h. A jelary.
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NAKO
{Continued from page 18)

Sakaye Arstani Jspan Americe
Theatre of the Japanese American
Culmural and Community Cenier. Sue
is & vocal teacher and community
activist wha operated out of Gardens
for many years. The mibule wis
ingpiring, so many aitended who had
been recipienis of her benevolence.
All the performers, crew and techni-
cal staff had donated their services (o
acknowledge Sue’s years of devotion
Shee 15 1EY second mother,

AL the event, 1 saw people like
Chns Makio, who has been a consis-
tent presence with Misel Week,
proaming var future female leadership
1o produce poised and artsculan:
young woeen abile to well represent
our community wherever they go. The
theatre was packed o the mfiers, with
Swe lovers enjoying the kind of
farewell her danghier Lica Joe
desgeribed o me as “perfect.” Indeed.

W just bosi two significant people,
a legistator and an educasor: Patsy
Takemoto Mink and Yuji Ichioka.
Each made unigue contributions
roward developing the entity known
a3 Japanese Amenca. Mink spoke 0
us a5 women in leadership: lchioka
coined the term “Asian Amenica.”
Additionally this year, & major g
loss-was felt with the passing of per-
former and teacher Nobu McCarthy;
she, 100, had given so moch 1o us in
the performing arts community. Their
legacy must live on.

The upcoming generations are
wonderful. In the last few years, 've
et & number af young people —

Members of the Chinatown
Chmhdﬂmﬂufmmum

young people offer
their own gencrational
soil into the mix that
is Japanese America.
With real fervor and
pride, the young-
bloods will ensure the
legacy of the e and
Nisel continoes with
the American commi-
ment to public and
coOmmunity service.
They do s proud
There have been a
number of confer-
ences over the past
several years — Lo
Angeles saw the Ties
That Bind Conference
in 1998, and San
Francisco hosted

Judge John Alsn_ St

100 N

"ul'kkn 2000, In

2000 was
the Strength in Diversity Conference
on women s rtoey, and a8 [ write
thig, the All-Camp Summit convened
im Los Angeles.

“To address openly issues in the
Japancse Amenican commanity
which have historically created divi-
sions and conflict such &t sextsm,
homophebia, raciem, classism,
regionalism, nationalism, and 1o
Faiss U CONECIOWSNESS (o be sensi-
tive to the value and worth of every
individual. This is imperative in
arder for the Inpanese American
community 1o thrive collectively,
rather than disiniegrate over divi-

Bob Sanios, tar night, speaks
with Noeris Bacho al a 1972
mianch to HUD in support ol
oidorly low-incoms housing.

—Photo by Eugens Tagawa!

Asian Family Affair
Raprinted from Hum Bows,
Mot Hot Dogs®

Street, was a little-used street in the
vacaled manufaciuning section of
the International District.

The chamber never once chal-
lenged the large-scale develop-
ments like stadiums, frecways, tun
nels, and the encroachment of big
office complexes in any environ-
mental or public hearings of the
city or county. Most of the district
supported the Uwajimaya devebop-
menl because the expansion came
from a local family that has long-
standing ties in the community and

has been very generous in sharing |

jts time and money with focal non-
profit organizations mnd charitable
caifies.

PHIOTD: TRACY LA

sinns and differences.” — Such was

one of the directives thal came oot of

the Los Angeles Ties Tha: Rind
Conference in its paper titled,
“Declaration for the Nikkei
Community,” The paper was ratified
a few days lmer by the Northemn
Califormia follow-up committee. 1 is
an imponant directuve, which
ingpires hope

Mative Amencans believe in plan-
ning seven penerations ahead, I've
heard. The times are dark for this
country, yet 1 believe il we keep 1

hope. The legacy of the lssei and
Wigei-ia that the Sansei assame adult
roles. We are on the cusp of a bright
PO — asaeng, moming light.

My pencration, the bridpe one,
came up with & saying I like: If
youa're not pan of the solution, then
you're part of the problem. It's ime
we sef aside differences and come 1o
the kitchen table 1o plan the next
seven pencrations survival, while
we ane still free 10 make chokces tha
ensure our progeny their promiscd
LT S

What am | sayng? Where am |
goang T That's exactly what 1'd ke
1o know, I'm aware that I'm nod
heing clear m this assay, which 1
suppsed o have 3 poant of view
Well ... that may be a problem sin
gular o me. 1 lke 1o hear vanous
poings af view, Thai s my weakness
I think. At the same time. it i3 also
my strengih. | like to ask questions
of others, o find out whene they are
coming from, because | don’t know
masi of the ume whal 1 think and
feel, I's a troabled state, ¢h? And it
Is one shared by JAs of all ilk; we
don’t know what we think and feel
The preychosie of our ethmio hentage
camip, or individual families?
Perhaps we need o gi1 with the pun
arud (ind out where 1f takes us. And
I'm OK wath that, B

Jovee Noko 5 @ _,I":rn'qmur WREEF
and consseliant, She iv a founder of
the Pacific Asion American Women
Writers-Weas, o Loz Angeles-baved
literary nonprofil -orgpanization. The
historian of the Riverside chaprer of
the JACL. she writes froon Moreap
Vadley, Calif,

READ Ak TIT!

Bob Santos racently
authored a book thal chroni-
cles his activism in Seattle’s
international District. The
book, published by the
Intamational Examinar Prass,
is titted "Hum Bows, Mot Hot
Dogs™ For more information,
call 208/624-3925, or visik
www.unclabobsanios. com

of the Chinatown area of the
Intemational District — where
seven buildings sit vacant above
the first floar in the middle of their
slowly deteriorating business core
— and Inter*Im and other AA
activists who have braved contro-
versy 10 build musch- hosuas-
ing for low-income f amil
wuﬁngpmpic.u\dmmthc
Asian culture and lifestyle.

Today-the developmenit in the
International District continues,
with the Seattle Chinstown
Intermational Dustrict Preservation
and Authority ready
1o construct the second phase af the
540,000,000 International District
Village Square that will include a
community center, 8 branch library
of the Seattle Library system, 50
units of housing for low-income
Tamilies, and retail shops.

Al Inter*Im we have soguined
enough land on the opposite cnd of

the district to construct 60 morne
units of housing for low-income
and working familica. The stafl is
also warking with Asian communi-
ties outside the Intemational

Dvistrict in southeast Seatile and the 2

White Center neighborhood to -
develop housing for
families who will be displaced as 2
mﬂtﬂﬁoﬁ“ﬁnﬂwlhr
local housing suthonues.

The ive forces in the
Intemational District have forged
alliances with bocal, state and fod-
eral
institutions and many of the lecal
foundations that have the same
goal in mind, which is the preser-
vation and development of o
unigque and viable historic commu-
nity, the Intemational District of
Seatilc. B

Bob Santos it executive director

of Inter*fm and o veteran comms-
ity loader

, Tinancial =
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IN LOVING MEMORY |
Harniko Eanemoto
December 27, 1915-April 19, 2002
Kiyoshi George Ezui
March 8, 1923-Janmary 25, 2002

# Paciic Crmzen Hounay Issue, DEEME{EMEI
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In Memory of Shig Wakamatsu
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Wishing You
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Season’s Greetings

Wishing you the best
this holiday season
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Toshiko Chavers Lee Sakata
Kathy Inoshita Charles Tadano
Chuck Matsumoto Mary Tadano
Hand:lr Nakagawa Lisa Takata
Ted Namba Masako Takiguchi
Eugene Nomura Eugene Tanita /™
Dawn Okamoto Helen Y. Tanita

Seiko Watkins
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To All Our Friends and Family
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The late Hatsu Morita
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Shizue Morita and Family
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LILE Newo Yfear's Greetings
AADAP WEST LOS ANGELES
AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE PROGRAM JAPANESE AMERICAN
i - et COMMUNITY CENTER
Py g L 2110 Corinth Ave.
The AADAP Family wiches coeryoms Los Angeles, CA D0025

the bert thiz boliday season.
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Dan & Cynthia Sakal

Year 2002 Officers
President......... Jean Shigematsu

VP Membership...Kiyo Teramaye i
Secretary............. Shig Takeshita {45
Treasurer............... Michael Nagai T'T w‘i-:p"'
Corres, Secy..........Jack Fujimoto A\ '

Publicity........... James Yamamoto

SEEDINGS
GREETINGS
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SAKATA SEED AMERICA, INC.
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MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE
CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Serving Imperial Valley
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With warm
holiday wishes
this season

Bob, Doris,
Amy and Brian
Matsui
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Santa Maria Valiey Chapter
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Happy Holidays
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French Camp Chapter

Proesident Dean Komure
151 Vice President David Morinaka
2red Vice Prosidient Henry lsakari
Tremsure: Fumiko Asano
Rl,‘f::ﬂ'dlnF‘ Secrgtary Katly Komure
Commesponding Secretiry Toam Mivasaki
Pulslicity Nancy Matsuhara
Historian Kimi Morinaka
Maembership . Hideo Maorinaka
Dielegate Aldan Mishi
Alternate Ueleg.m Helen Honda
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@ Eastern District Council

MNew England + New York « Philadelphia + Seabrook - Southeast - Washington, DC

Governor = Clyde Nishimura (Washington, DC)  Treasurer- Jamie Kawano (Philadelphia)

Vice Governors
Margarel Yamamoto (New England) - Lillian Kimura (New York) - Toshi Abe (Philadelphia)
Masaki Ono (Seabrook) * Roger Ozaki (Southeast) « Lily Okura (Washington, DC))

Ghani- Gl

National Youth/Student Councll Representative » Mari Uyehara (Philadelphia)
PC Editorial Board * Paul Uyehara (Philadelphia)
National Education Committee * Teresa Maebori (Philadelphia)
Neational Investment Policy Commitfee - Kenla Takamori (New York)
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ﬁ Let There be Peace on Earth

6 * ?l Washington, D.C. Chapter
Happy Holidays! 2 Best Wishes and Happy Holidays
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Wishing Peace to All
in the Coming Year

Hiro & Sumie Nishikawa
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Haverlord PA 10041-3048
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Broaklyn, New York Greatest City
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Hen and Jane |
Yasuda |
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Sun Francieco, CA G107 |

Seasont Froemg
Now and Alwayr
Monica Miya
Moew Yook, Mew York

Segsor’s Greetings
James & Susan
NISHIMURA
Long Island, NY
Season’s Greetings
RON UBA
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Harry Holidays
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Stanley M. Kanzaki
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Woodrow and Hisavo Asal ‘
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Happy Holidays and
& Joyous New Year
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Mary Nishimoto and David Stephan
& Family

Peace and Hope for all Mankynd!

Tomoko Ikeda Wheaton
r«.n. York, NY 10023
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American
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Sraser’s Greelings
Steven & Michi Nakagama Magee
Cathy & Steve
15 Conislon Rd
Short Hilla, KO 07078
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Peace and Foge

| COURTNEY T. GOTO & STEVEN C. NAGATA
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® Gty Koide | % Nobuko Cobl Emoto | Qwur Friends in New York!
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Dobbe Ferry, (Butte Fiver) MH 108-004T
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P.O. Box 218
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Season’s Greetings
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SEASON'S GREETINGS

From the Wine Country

Sonoma County JACL

Serrang D iormmramitiny noril of b

Season
Best Wishes
Happy New Year
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Season's Greetings

Sonoma County JACL
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Season’ s Grestings
KOMOTO PHARMACY
Brian, Mary, Kevin & Lisa Komoto

1017 ELLINGTON ST, DELANG, CA 93215
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Season’s Greetings
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Season’s Greetings
from the San Jose JACL

Board of hrecton
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Carl Fuinia

Bletie Mavashada
Kane Higonaka
Wade Katsuvoshy
Leon Kimura
Cian Maxishina
Susan Mincta

b Ken Nakamiogs
Aiko Makahara
Judy Mirawa
Tom Minhisaka
Earhy CHeamars
Clagre Crmura

T o Ohidudan

1003 Officers
Presiden!

Keneo Kimnera

Vice President, Finance Kz Uyesug Eiichs

Vice Presadem. Activitbes Erni Y oshida |'r-::-1 :\? 4:1TI o
‘ om Shigemas
Vice Pressdent, Culiural Affairs  Kathy Takeda i "Ihlirﬁ.l

Vice Presadent, Scholarship

Shanon Uyeda

PAGE FUNERAL CHAPEL
The Page Family: George & Vickie
ARRANTS and McCall
SELMA, CALIF, (B50) EBG-1240

Treasurer JedT Yoshoka
Ex Oificia Ken Sakamaoto
NOWNPDC Delegates Karl Kinaga

« Mark Kobayashi
g San Jose JACL

365 North Fifth Street
San Jose, CA 95112

Phome (408}295-1250
Foc  (408/295-1291

Email: sanjosejacli@netzero net

s

Happy
2003 o P il
[
. - Mark, Lisa
d Holiday Greetings! and Emily
from the | Koohayuaki
Northern California- Western Nevada-Pacific o
Dhistrict Council 3
Happy Holidays!
[ra— Bart, Kombupint, Sie b Al Gieal Woaesmville - Sanan Crus
Wiex fimverars u-;rr-m‘.‘im“:. #cl‘u:m "?..MLL* ﬁ'ﬂﬂ? [ﬁf Grmn‘-r L d'
Trewsam -, Froed Cmsons, L L0 n a .
L1 Pisors sl Sirvn (Husmete Ty Waina
e e Tavale i s e Singles Chapter
W oot Wrpitachiative earanng Sasih N L Saet Findetaia .0y
Pazy Wada Joen Migtsunks ﬁ \\
Regions] Birector . dencs Edivor :
epiong Toontherrn Mades Edds ET 7
W
Fromch Camg Montrrey Prvimasds Koo Maies
Cralroy Placer Coumty Sngucsiy
Cavtrat Carla Creldes Grate Eema Salany Conmty
e Harwait Kb FUMSRIG Neomomy §cmanty
Dby Vel Hpuar Selmar Paller sclton
Eddym Toramuhip Eadi S Basuite Conasty Tirv- Falley
Flan= efrioe Csiasafy Sz Francinn Warsomaile- Sama Crir
Fromon Manmille N exr Wesr Valley

b
—amm

g ZO07 ¥INIFI(] "I055] AVOIIOH KEILEY U]



& FAUFC UMZeN Houoay [ssug, Decesaer 2002

CHANGES IN OUR WORLD:
Since Seprember 11th, the ideats of ndhidual rights and protections, the
basic tenete of American democmacy, have been severely challenged. The
km]ryn’mscgrrﬂmduurpufmhmnhubccnquﬁumm recalling
the experience of Japanese Americans
sinty years ago. Wi all know too well
the distruss, pain and trauma our
commuenity suffered

TOUGH ECOMONIC TIMES:

JACL has weathened ower three years
aof mough economic times and contin-
s 10 Face financial challenges daily
Dessprte thte challenpes, we ane
situting measures 10 weather
these firancial stoms and emerge 2
much stronger organization fior the
future.

WHAT HAVE WE DNONE:

The JACE was the first nagional
organization i0 i5sué 3 public stae.
ment afier September 11h 1o speak
out agains: scapegoating of Arab
Amenicans, Muslims and others made
vulnerable by the attacks.

We continue 1o moniior and respond to developing Bsues affening our
freedom and basic nghis:

* Raising concerns of the Administration’s policy 1o indefinitely detain
“suspecied” terrorists without releasing names or evidence,

* Administration’s proposal o imprison “enemy combatants” based on
the Artomey General’s determination alone

* Policy 1o try suspects by secret military tribunals.

* Anomey General’s mandste to suppress the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIN), one of the most imponent tools for disallowing a secret
govemment.

* Demanding the restgnation of Pever Birsznow, U. 5. Civil Righis
Commissioner for his commenss threatening imemment of Arsb
Americans in this country’s fight agzinst terrorsm.

= Responding o individuals, organizations and communitkes secking
advice and assistance 1o incidents of hate and injustice

* Condemning cohmnist Ann Coulter for gely blaming Secretary of
Transportation Nosman Mineta and hiy depanment for the Seps 11th
temonsts attacks and refisal 1o énforce rackal peofiling at airports.

* Responding 1o incidents of discrimination against Asian Amesicans.
Supponed a Korean American secret senvice agent in his discrimination
complaint with the 1.5, Treasury Deparimen:

* Criticizing Abercrombic & Fiich, eBay, Macy's and Disguise Inc. for pro-
moting the use of racks, religiously insensitive and derogatony depic-
tions in their merchandise of seavices,

*_Challenging the public use of derogaiory words by public fgures.

* Pighting for access for young Japanese Americans in the wirrk place.

We've revised our moch heralded curtioulum guide to help teachers teach
lessons on the Japanese American experience, enhaticed our youth
empowerment and leadership programs, continued our vabuable Masaoks
Pedlowship program, developed an outstanding hate crimes program that
wwﬁrmmmtrﬁsﬂnhmhd‘rsd’mk and are creating programs
i0-address the needs of our ever-increzstng mult-cthnic/moki-culural gen-
enations. And we continue one of the oldest Asian American scholarship
programs (since 1946), which has helped innumershle Japanese Americans
1o pursue their educational goals: today, we designate over $60,000 in
scholarsihips and financal aid annually from 35 awards esabiished by our
dedicated members, past and present.

The Pacific Citizen, the oldest and hargest Asian American rational publics-

tion in circularion 1oday. Produced semi-monthly except in December and

January for the annual Holidey Greeting and New Years issue. The FC has
been 2 valsed source of information on cument issues, news and events
that imjuact the: Japanese Ametican commundties acnoss the country
Subseribers go beyond the JACL membership o ather national organdzs-
nons el CoTmEmuny RIOUPE, $iU-
dent organizations, librance leg:
L"-|:I!I'|'f.‘ ConLacs .||'|-'! Eresien
indevidiais

THE FUTURE:

The JACL is the manon’s premmsc
Aslan American civil and human

righas organszations and plans an
mpanan o in Doacimy’s SOCHELY

where ant-ASEn Semens ar on
the rese
Your commbution enahies us 10

comtinee o cary out the JACK
mitssion to secure and maintam the
civil rights of Japanese Amencans
and all athers who afe victimized
by injustice and pmudn(r

Another imporant pan of our ms-
sion, especizlly for our younger
generations, is to promote our coltural values and preserve the herdiage
and legacy of the Japanese American commusnity

WE SEEK YOU'R HELP

Plexse support the 2002 Annual Giving Camipatgn by way of your generous
donation. This year, we hope you'll gve pencrously and reach desp 1o
help support cur many effons. Please see coupon on page 115.

'nlcnwullhcjhﬂmrur‘ﬂmhmtﬂljmmm:munum:su:mn-

chinde our ofganization’s 73nd year. But what we do depends on yours sup-
port and generosity We depend on membership dues and donations 1o
keep the operating. Without your support, we lnerally
wouldn' be sble 1o do what we do b0 malke this 2 better place for all of us.

Wishing vou 2l 3 wonderful holiday sexson
National Board and National JACL Staff

Season’s Greetings
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