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'I have my 

prejudices, and 

I'm willing to 

admit it . .. . If 

it's tasty and 

authentic, it 

doesn't really 

maltertome 

who makes it 

andwhatcolor 

she is.' 

'We've progressed 

in OW" social 

evolution of 

race relations 

as a society, it's 

true, lut as 

every reasonable 

measure of where 

we are today on 

equity issues 

indicates . .. we 

still have such a 

longwaytogo.' 
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Is It Racist to Want Sushi Chefs to 

Be Japanese? 
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REGISTERED ON THE NATIONAL BONE MARROW REGISTRY, ACCORDING TO THE 
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CA State Assembly Passes 
Resolution Apologizing to 
Japanese Americans During 
World War II 
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Budokan Project in Downtown Los Angeles 
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Japan to Fund Ice Wall to Contain Leaks 
THE PLAN IS ANNOUNCED DAYS BEFORE DECISION ON 

TOKYO'S BID FOR 2020 OLYMPICS. 

By Associated Press 

TOKYO - The Japanese government announced Sept 3 

that it will spend $470 million on a subterranean ice wall 

and other steps in a desperate bid to stop leaks of radioacti ve 

water from the crippled Fukushima nuclear plant after 

repeated failures by the plant's operator. 

The decision is widely seen as an attempt to show that 

the nuclear accident won't be a safety concern just days 

before the Internatioml Olympic Committee chooses 

among Tokyo, Istanbul and Madrid as the host of the 

2020 Olympics. 

The Fukushima Dai-ichi plant has been leaking hundreds 

of tons of contaminated lllldergrOlllld water into the sea 

since shortly after a massive 2011 earthquake and tslUlami 

damaged the complex. Several leaks from tanks storing 

radioactive water from recent weeks have heightened the 

sense of crisis that the plant's owner, Tokyo Electric Power 

Co., isn't able to contain the problem. 

"Instead of leaving this up to TEPCO, the government 

will step forward and take charge," Prime Minister Shinzo 

Abe said after adopting the outline. "The world is watching 

if we can properly handle the contaminated water but also 

the entire decommissioning of the plant." 

The government plans to spend an estimated 47 billion 

yen (US.$470 million) through the end of March 2015 on 

two projects - 32 billion yen (US. $320 million) on the 

ice wall and 15 billion yen (US.$150 million) on an 

upgraded water treatment lllilt that is supposed to remove 

all radioactive elements except water-soluble tritiwn -

according to energy agency official Tatsuya Shiukawa. 

The government, however, is not paying for urgently 

needed water tanks and other equipment that TEPCO is 

using to contain leaks. Shiukawa said the funding is limited 

to "technologically challenging projects" but the 

government is open to additional help when needed. 

The ice wall would freeze the ground to a depth of up to 

100 feet through a system of pipers carrying a coolant as 

cold as minus-minus 40 Fahienheit. That would block 

contaminated water from escaping from the facility's 

immediate sUITOlllldings, as well as keep lllldergrolllld 

water from entering the reactor and turbine buildings, 

where much of the radioactive water has collected. 

The project, which TEPCO and the government proposed 

in May, is being tested for feasibility by Japanese 

construction giant Kajima Corp. and is set for completion 

b y 

March 2015. 

Similar methods have been used to block water from parts 

of tunnels and subways, but building a 0.9-mile wall that 

sUITollllds four reactor buildings and their related facilities 

is llllprecedented. 

An lllldergrolllld ice wall has been used to isolate 

radioactive waste at the US. Depar1ment of Energy's 

former site of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 

Tennessee that produced plutonium, but only for six years, 

according to the A11T Technology Review magazine. 

Some experts are still skeptical about the technology and 

say the running costs would be a huge burden. 

Atsllllao Marui, an lllldergrolllld water expert at the 

National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and 

Technology, said a frozen wall could be water-tight but 

is nonnally intended for use for a few years and is not 

proven for long-tenn use as planned in the outline. 

The decommissioning process is expected to take about 

40 years. 

"We still need a few layers of safety backups in case it 

fails," Marui told the Associn1ed Press. • 

New 'UNFORGIVEN' Honors Great Filmmaking 
By Associated Press 

TOKYO - The Japanese remake of Clint Eastwood's 

"Unforgiven" isn't a mere cross-cultural adaptation 

but more a tribute to the universal spirit of great 

filmmaking for its star, Ken Watanabe. 

"I was convinced from the start that this will be 

an original Japanese movie in its own right," said 

Watanabe, who has become the go-to Japanese actor 

for Hollywood. 

Watanabe was happy Eastwood welcomed the idea 

of the remake, and they kept in touch. But, once 

shooting began, he was focused on delivering what 

director Lee Sang-il wanted in the new movie, not an 

easy reinterpretation. 

"What I cherish as my joy is that sense of purpose 

we shared with Clint as people working hard on a 

film," Watambe said before departing for the Venice 

Film Festival, where the Japanese film premiered 

Sept. 6. 

The remake turns the tables on Eastwood, whose 

stardom origimted in Spaghetti Westerns, the 

European films depicting the American West, which 

often remade samurai films and were influenced by 

Japanese directing styles. The 1964 classic "A Fistful 

of Dollars," starring Eastwood, was a retelling of 

Akira Kurosawa's "Yojimbo." 

Eastwood's "Unforgiven" was released in 1992 

and earned four Oscars, including Best Picture. The 

Japanese remake, which opened in its home country 

Sept. 13, keeps the original's title, characters, themes 

and plot: an aging, reformed warrior picks up his 

weapon - a sword rather than a gun - to help 

prostitutes who want revenge for abuse. 

The landscape changes from the sandy Old West to 

the freezing, sometimes-snowy island of Hokkaido 

in the 1880s, setting a different ambience. Instead 

of a shootout, this film's climax is a bloodily cruel 

choreography of swordsmanship. 

Eastwood's original was stunning when it came 

out for defying the stereotypes of cowboy movies, 

where the gun-slinging good guy triumphs over the 

bad buys, but instead raised fundamental questions 

about what was really good versus evil, according 

to Watanabe. 

The remake examines those issues further, 

reflecting psychological complexities and introducing 

social issues not in the original, such as racial 

discriminati on. 

"It reflects the modem age. People are stifled, 

burdened and suffering to survive," Watambe said, 

appearing more relaxed and YOllllger than in the 

movie. "The origiml was simple and straight-ahead. 

The new version is more problematic. It's as though 

all the characters are writhing in thick mud." 

Watanabe, 53, has become sought after in Hollywood 

since appearing alongside Tom Cruise in "The Last 

Samurai" in 2003. He starred in Eastwood's "Letters 

From Iwo Jima" (2006) and "Ba1man Begins" 

(2005) 

While Watanabe takes Eastwood's starring role 

in "Unforgiven," veteran Akira Emoto plays the 

sidekick previously portrayed by Morgan Freeman. 

Yuya Yagira, named Best Actor for "Nobody Knows" 

at the 2004 Cannes Film Festival, plays the younger, 

troublemaker cowboy. Koichi Sato plays the villainous 

sheriff, the role that earned Gene Hackman a Best 

Supporting Actor Academy Award in Eastwood's 

film. 

Watanabe is also set to be in the 2014 "Godzilla" 

remake, as well as in the upcoming Martin Scorsese 

film, "Silence," based on Shusaku Endo's novel about 

the historical persecution of Christians in Japan. 

Watanabe stressed he was proud of the legacy of 

Japanese films, a legacy he has helped create in a career 

spanning more than three decades, following legends 

like Toshiro Mifune and Tatsuya Nakadai. 

Sometimes he worries the old glory of Japanese 

movies may be fading. He hopes his "Uuforgiven" 

might help win over new foreign fans. • 

"Unforgiven" actor Ken Watanabe (pictured here on Sept. 3) is 

hoping that his latest film will help win over new foreign fans. 
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