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THE IMPORTANCE OF CHAPTERS
By Priscilla Ouchida
JACL National Director

O

n my way back to
Washington, D.C., after
the National Board
meeting on Nov. 2, I am stopping
in Albuquerque to meet with the
New Mexico chapter. The chapter is a stronghold in a purple swing
state and is an important state chapter. JACL has many chapters like
New Mexico, and the chapters set JACL apart from other national

In D.C., many are expressing the view that the civil rights landscape
has not been this challenging since the 1960s. More than ever,
are essential because the future hinges on key policy decisions.
I will be asking chapters to write letters and visit local congressional
representations on the following issues. The outcome on these issues
will have a longstanding impact, and if the decisions reverse current
policy, it will be a long, hard road to regain ground.

immigration reform to the Affordable Care Act, JACL’s presence in
red, blue and purple states matters.
Sen. Mark Begich of Alaska is the chair of the Senate Democratic
Steering and Outreach Committee. In annual meetings with the
senator, I love telling him that we have a chapter in Alaska because
lending practices and has demonstrated a commitment to helping
bipartisan support, and National JACL has joined the Leadership
Obama talk about immigration reform. It is great to have chapters in
Mount Holly Gardens v. Mount
that impacts immigrant rights and voting rights. JACL chapters are
golden when it comes to social justice issues.
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NIKKEI VOICE
Halloween Has Become a Haven for
Stereotypes
By Gil Asakawa

‘Ethnic dress in

I

Some people pushed back on this protest because the costumes

I end up writing a blog post about the latest offensive getup.
This year almost went by without incident. Almost, but not quite.

victims. But that’s not true.

and of itself isn’t
offensive, and in
fact wearing an
be a sincere tribute
to a culture. But
not if the clothes
are presented as a
cheap costume . . .’

themed costumes sold by, surprisingly, Pottery Barn, the upscale
home furnishings retailer.
Granted, this year’s costumes — a kimono for women and a sushi chef

are presented as a cheap costume, as these were.
Because of the news story about Pottery Barn dropping the costumes,
who says she loves Japan and has worn a kimono and dressed as a

boring — why would someone want to dress like a generic sushi chef?
But the kimono was a cheesy, phony imitation of a kimono, and my
stomach clenched when I saw it. The costume has some features that
look like a kimono, but it’s really a sheer polyester robe.

has been twisted in the West to represent submissive femininity and

protested the costumes, and Pottery Barn withdrew them from its
online catalog on Oct. 28.

for wearing an ethnic costume.

Los Angeles Times
quoted Ling Woo Liu, director of strategic communications for AAAJ.

I don’t doubt that when she dons a kimono costume she means it
sincerely — and people who don the Pottery Barn kimono may also.
That isn’t racist.

>> See HALLOWEEN on page 13

FIRST-PERSON
Following in the Footsteps of Heroes
By Dale Ikeda

‘I often think of

M

y wife, Debbie, and I had a chance of a lifetime to tour Italy

the Nisei soldiers
and how they

received seven Presidential Unit Citations, the highest honor for a
military unit, and the soldiers of those units were awarded 21 Medals of

to the fallen American soldiers at the American Cemetery at Nettuno.
We traveled to various battle sites, where we were warmly greeted by

the Nisei soldiers.
We shared a meal and refreshments and exchanged gifts. Our gifts

proved the loyalty
at a ceremony in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 2, 2011. Debbie and

of Japanese
Americans at a
time when their
loyalty was

War Department approved the creation of the 100th Infantry Battalion,
The 100th distinguished itself in Italy, spearheading many attacks and

replicas of the CGM on behalf of our fathers.
The Livorno edition of La Nazione, one of Italy’s national newspapers,
replete with photos.
The community of Belvedere also unveiled a plaque at its church
commemorating our visit. We enjoyed a reception followed by a

suspect . . . ’
>> See HEROES on page 12
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The JACL National Board met at the organization’s headquarters in San Francisco, Calif., on Nov. 2.

JACL
National
Board
J
Forecasts
Year-End
Budget
Surplus

In other news, the JACL national board voted to sponsor
California legislation to make the Day of Remembrance an
annually recognized event.

By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter
ACL National Secretary/Treasurer Matthew

surplus.
The JACL’s total actual revenues as of Sept. 30 are

P.C. executive editor, addressed the
board at the Nov. 2 national meeting, Calif., requesting
was previously held by Lynda Lin, who resigned in
2012.
start moving forward with the digital plan, thus making
us more technologically savvy and getting our web

at year’s end.

P.C.
formal proposal to reinstate the assistant editor position.
assistant editor position was
revenues are
position for 2013. The JACL National Board at its April

Issue.
The P.C. has traditionally raised about half of
its budget through fundraisers such as the Spring
budget comes from JACL.

budget, eliminating the assistant editor position.
delegates passed a motion, with two opposed and one
spilt vote, to reinstate both positions in the budget.
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Mariko Newton

, JACL national youth chair, reviews a report from
the U.S.-Japan Committee.

Larry Oda

, former national president, presented the board with a update on
the JACL’s recent trip to the tsunami-effected area of Japan.

comfort if I’m able to see the numbers, see
how much time they’re allocating toward

The next JACL national board meeting will
headquarters.

once we can review a proposal, or details
such as that, I think it would provide me a lot
more comfort because currently I don’t think
we could support an additional staff position
on the P.C
JACL National President David Lin agreed.

Other matters discussed by the board include:

appointments made via email prior to the
meeting. Mariko Newton was appointed as the

because we usually go through a rigorous
serve as the national board youth representative.
JACL National Secretary/Treasurer Matthew Farrells
gave a budget update.

membership.
to say, ‘Oh, it looks like we have $80,000 in
Some board members explained that other
JACL programs are also experiencing staffing
shortages.
P.C. is facing various

be made via email.
requested that the JACL national board sponsor

said Mariko Newton, national youth chair.
other programs in JACL that are facing
similar struggles and that includes the NYSC
[National Youth/Student Council]. We do not
Lin said once the P.C. presents the board
with a detailed proposal for the assistant
editor position, members will review it.

of general operations, moved to pass the motion,
and David Unruhe, NCWNP district governor,
seconded the motion.

in healthcare deductibles next year as a result of
the Affordable Care Act.

we approved was the PSW regional director,
The

Allison Haramoto

and Susan Yokoyama

gives the board flexibility in terms how we

that you will be proposing— we may also put

board would decide in an email decision how the
remaining funds will be distributed.
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Cynthia Kadohata is
Named a Finalist for
National Book Award

C

is among the National Book Award

For more information, visit www.
cynthiakadohata.com/.

APAs in the News
ADM. HARRY HARRIS JR. PROMOTED TO COMMANDER
OF THE U.S. PACIFIC FLEET
PEARL HARBOR, HI —

the U.S. Strategic Command in Nebraska. Because his promotion

people’s literature category for her book

TRACIE BROWN NAMED S.F. SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE
SAN FRANCISCO —
authors announced on Sept. 16.
Awards will also be given for poetry,

serve in that capacity. A democrat, Brown was appointed by

held in Manhattan on Nov. 20.

Award for Children’s Literature and the Jane

TAKASHI YANASE, CREATOR OF ‘ANPANMAN’ DIES
TOKYO —
beloved cartoon characters, Anpanman, passed away Oct. 13 of

Yanase sold more than 68 million copies of his comic book
series. Anpanman, a smiley hero clad in a red suit and long cape, became known for

wrote poems and lyrics for children’s songs.

MICHELLE WIE NAMED YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES
AMBASSADOR
LONDON — American golfer Michelle Wie has been named an
ambassador for the Youth Olympic Games, the International
Olympic Committee announced Oct. 21. Wie is expected to share
her golf experience and advice with competitors at the Youth
Games in Nanjing, China. A graduate of Stanford University, Wie is aiming to make

qualify for a United States Golf Assn. tournament at just 10 years of age. The second
edition of the Summer Youth Olympic Games is scheduled to be held from

VOCALIST JUDITH HILL SIGNS WITH SONY AND
BEGINS TOUR WITH JOSH GROBAN

to some of the greatest musical legends of our time, has begun

Nov. 1-14, 2013

Veterans Honored With Republic of
Korea Ambassador for Peace Award

Dignitaries and veterans at the Nisei Veterans Committee and NVC Foundation ceremony in Seattle.
SEATTLE — A special awards ceremony was

gratitude to all of the countries that fought among its
countrymen in support of freedom and democracy.
Dignitaries in attendance at the ceremony included
Washington State Senators Paull Shin and Bob

Peace Award.

Army and Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the
Washington State Commander for the American

for Peace Medal in celebration of the 60th

Ted Streete.

Venice Culver
Chapter Hosts
Kitagawa
Luncheon

T

Chapter hosted its

Luncheon on Oct. 13. This year’s
program included keynote speaker

the Japanese American Cultural
Center in Los Angeles, and

California State University, Long
Beach, and president of NSU
Cal State Long Beach.

young adults in 2001.

Darin Noriyuki, Anna Sugimoto, Sharon Kumagai,
Leslie Ito and Miharu Okamoto;
Jane Yamashita,
Mark Wakamatsu, Peter Wakamatsu, Carole Yamakoshi,
Craig Ishii, Kuni Shimoguchi, Kerry Kaneichi, Diana Nishiura
and Sam Shimoguchi
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As part of its ongoing ‘Marvels & Monsters’ exhibit,
JANM hosts a meet-and-greet conversation with
Lela Lee, creator of the ‘Angry Little Girls’ comic books.

By Connie K. Ho
Contributor

G

rowing up in a conservative, mostly white,
suburban California city, Lela Lee had no idea
that her sketch drawing of a little Asian girl
would later be seen worldwide and turned into

I would go to them about things that happened at school,
they would just say, ‘Oh Lela, just be nice.’ So, I couldn’t
really talk about the racism that I was feeling as a kid, and
I also didn’t really know what it was — I didn’t know it

who was ridiculed for her ethnicity at a young age,
channeled her anger into her art, creating the character
University of California, Berkeley. She visited the
Japanese American National Museum on Oct. 19 to
speak about her surprising career as a cartoonist and
Lee began the discussion by touching on her

in that neighborhood, so a lot of kids didn’t know
what to make of us. On the playground, I got
teased and I couldn’t really speak back,
I didn’t know what to say to the taunts, and
then my parents at home were really super
hard and they just wanted me to study and

arrived in Berkeley for college and began to take a variety
of classes, including Asian American studies, women’s

said Lee, who went through a bit of culture shock when she
transitioned from living in a small, conservative town to
feeling when I was taking these classes — the things
I experienced growing up actually had a name and then
I felt really disappointed, I felt betrayed. I felt like the
teachers in my grade school, high school and my parents

animation festival with a friend. After seeing the cartoons,

Nov. 1-14, 2013
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‘. . . You have to have some
standards and stay true to what
you want to make. The world
already has enough stuff in the
good stuff.’
she was left fuming at the offending images and jokes.
her own experiences growing up Asian American, and
so Lee decided to try it out herself with some typing
paper, markers and video editing equipment from
her university’s lab. What resulted was a short,

Aside from speaking about her experience in writing and
drawing, Lela also addressed her experience as an actress.
She studied drama in college and took some time off during
her junior year to pursue acting in Los Angeles. Lee has

Those who attended the JANM event were a mixed group
of ages and ethnicities, and many spoke about how the
own feelings of being misunderstood at times. Toward the
end of the session, Lee described a fan she had met at a past
approached Lee to tell her how much the book had helped

really fun. It’s also a really good diversion because the thing
about being a cartoonist is that it’s a really solitary job.
ing table and my computer, and I just look for ideas on the
Internet or I’ll read stuff and jot things down. And I’ll think
about stuff, but I don’t really get to see or interact with
coworkers. So, it’s really
fun when I go to

said Lee, recounting the feedback she received from the

At the end of the talk, many of the attendees lined up to
opportunities to interact with her next year as she will be

guage and a fresh take on race,
sex and gender in
the United States.

updates on the anniversary, visit https://
www.facebook.com/
AngryLittleGirls.

ting it together
in the video
classroom, I
watched it and
was like, ‘Oh
my gosh, that
was so angry. I
need to hide it.’ So, I hid it,
and I didn’t ever think about

reviews from the Los Angeles Times and LA Weekly, both of
which praised her wit and acute observations of racism and
sexism.

PHOTO: CONNIE K. HO

she made and received positive feedback. She
created a few more episodes during her down time
at the dry cleaners, and these shorts were later shown
in 1998 at the American Cinematheque, where she was

PHOTO: COURTESY OF LELA LEE

After graduating from college
with a degree in rhetoric, Lee went to
work at her family’s dry cleaners. The
days at the dry cleaners were busy in the
mornings, when all the customers dropped
off their clothes, and then late afternoon,
when they would return to pick up their items.
Lee found that she had a span of free time in the
middle of the day, and so she decided to work on
a few short episodes.
While hanging out with some friends at her

strip characters can also be seen on bags, shirts, school
supplies and other products. Lee, whose favorite comic
faced rejections a number of times in getting her books
with whom to work.
work with me, whoever would take me, but I was really

whatever you can get, but you have to have some standards
and stay true to what you want to make. The world already

Lela Lee signs books for fans at JANM’s meet-and-greet event. Fans will have the opportunity to interact with
Lee more next year when she celebrates the 20th anniversary of “Angry Little Asian Girl.”

Nov. 1-14, 2013
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Congressional Gold Medal Traveling
Exhibit Stops in Chicago
PHOTO: COURTESY OF CHICAGO JACL

Working with Japanese American community
leaders allowed us to enrich the traveling exhibition
with the personal history and artifacts of local medal

George and Judy Morimitsu attended the Oct. 19 opening of the
“American Heroes” exhibit at the Chicago History Museum.

By Nalea J. Ko
Reporter

J

Congressional Gold Medal recipients, seven widows
and several hundred family members and community

discrimination against Japanese at the time.

tribute to my grandfather and to thousands of Japanese
Americans who dedicated their lives with honor and
Sponsors of the exhibit include Cole Chemical,

in an opening ceremony, they saw themselves and
their combat buddies on display in the gallery where
family members took pictures of the vets next to their

The Congressional Gold Medal, Congress’ highest
civilian award, was formally awarded to the WWII
Nisei veterans at a Washington, D.C., ceremony in
2011. More than 30,000 Japanese Americans served
during WWII.
Many Japanese American soldiers fought in battle
while their families were unjustly incarcerated behind

The Chicago exhibit was made possible thanks
to community partnerships with the Nikkei WWII
American Council, Chicago Japanese American
JACL, Japanese American Service Committee and the
Japanese Mutual Aid Society of Chicago.
glad I had the opportunity to work on it. You can quote

apanese American veterans of World War II gathered at the Chicago
when some 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry
were forced from their homes.
The Smithsonian, in partnership with the National

Congressional Gold Medal exhibit.
soldiers who

Team and the Military Intelligence Service.

to spread the story of the heroic Nisei soldiers, who
bravely fought in WWII despite the widespread

For more information about the exhibit, visit www.
chicagohistory.org or call (312) 642-4600.

Eleven SoCal WWII Veterans to Receive France’s Highest Honor
leven Japanese Americans veterans of World
ceremony in Southern California.

Center.
The awardees include veterans Tokuji Yoshihashi,

host the Nov. 9 event at 10 a.m. at the Go for Broke
National Monument in Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo.
will honor 11 Nisei veterans with the National Order
These Nisei also received the Congressional Gold
private reception for the honorees and their families
will follow.
expedited making this prestigious award a reality for

NewsBytes

For more information about the event, contact
Peggy Renke at (310) 328-0907.

“I salute these great Americans who are indeed
‘Twice Heroes’ and whose stories come to life in
Tom Graves’ work.” Senator Bob Dole

Former POWs Visit Japan Foreign Ministry
TOKYO — A group of 13 Americans, consisting of former prisoners of war, widows and POWs and

TWICE HEROES: America’s

visitors with regard to Japan.

veterans’ stories in their

Japan and conveyed his appreciation for the invitation.

7.3-Magnitude Quake Rocks Japan’s Coast
TOKYO —
the U.S. Geological Survey said. Japan’s emergency agencies declared a tsunami warning for the area.

The quake hit at 2:10 a.m. Tokyo time, the USGS said, and was felt in Tokyo, some 300 miles away.

of the Nisei generation’s
— Associated Press

nation’s history.
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HEROES >> continued from page 3

Friends and family of Nisei veterans descend the summit of
Mt. Folgorito in Italy.

Brig. Gen. David S. Elmo
with 442 RCT veteran Roy Fujiwara
American Cemetery in Florence, Italy.

at the

The City Council of Pietrasanta commissioned
CGM at its city hall. We observed Memorial Day,
special guests.
the heroism of the Nisei soldiers who fought for
freedom even as their own families and friends

personal heroes. Pfc. Munemori received the Medal

gorito. They climbed for eight hours in pitch darkness
and were told that if they fell, even to their death,
they were not to make a sound — the element of sur
prise was critical. Several of his comrades fell to their
silent deaths as they climbed the goat trail lead by a
local partisan. At dawn, they attacked, catching the

snipers. The bullet entered his cheek and exited near
his ear, leaving him deaf, reentered his shoulder and

guns with grenades before falling on a German
grenade to save two of his comrades.
night before.

son, Tod, to remember and honor those who never
months, two divisions of Allied forces consisting
of approximately 20,000 men were unable to break
through the mountain fortress created by the Appe

real heroes.
half using the easy route, not the treacherous face of

Judge Dale Ikeda
with Tod Fujiwara, son of
442 RCT veteran Roy Fujiwara, on Mt. Folgorito

Gothic Line with interlocking cannons and machine
gun nests and deployed its best available forces
with orders to hold at all costs. The high grounds

ultimately, Germany itself.

could break through in two days. The plan included

accomplishing what 20,000 men were not able to do

pounds, he was bigger than most and made the climb

ing hand over hand and rock to rock that we got a
sense of the Niseis’ perilous ascent. We reached the
summit marked by a metal cross. There, we placed
pounding hail and a lightning storm overhead. Our
local guides implored us to climb down before some
one got hurt. One member went down on his butt,
fearful that he would fall. We were wet and cold, but,
nevertheless, elated to literally follow in the footsteps
of heroes.
I’ve been blessed with a life relatively free of dis
crimination against me. I’ve had many opportunities
to get a good education, become a lawyer and judge
and participate fully in community life. I often think
of the Nisei soldiers and how they proved the loyalty
of Japanese Americans at a time when their loyalty
was suspect. The trip to Italy was a personal pilgrim
age out of respect for the Nisei veterans. I attribute
much of my success in life to them. As members of
and perseverance in the face of danger paved the
way for a better life for their families and generations
to follow.
Please visit the FCBA website for more information on the Nisei soldiers and follow the link to
“The Japanese American Story of Internment and
Redress.”

Nov. 1-14, 2013
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U.S. Energy
Chief Offers
Japan Aid With
Nuke Cleanup
By Associated Press
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direct interest in seeing that the next steps
Japanese regulators on Oct. 31 approved
the removal of fuel rods from an uncon
tained cooling pool at a damaged reactor
building considered the highest risk at the
plant following its multiple meltdowns.
nation industries stand ready to aid should
U.S. is ready to assist our partners with

TOKYO —

A kimono costume and a sushi chef costume sold by Pottery Barn were removed
from the company’s website after they were deemed offensive by the AAAJ.

showing appreciation for Japanese culture.
There has been a long history of Westerners appropriating Asian culture, especially in
pop culture and for the sake of entertainment. So, I’m afraid even if people have good
intentions, putting on a cheap imitation kimono will always seem in poor taste to me.

even if the person might be honestly in love with Native American culture and traditions.
the next racist costume.
Gil Asakawa is a current member of the P.C. Editorial Board and former P.C. Board
Chair. His blog is at www.nikkeiview.com, and he also is the Japanese expert for
Answers.com at www.japanese.answers.com.

deepening cooperation with Japan over

decommissioning process that is expected

nuclear plant.

plant.
Japan’s nuclear regulatory chairman
Shunichi Tanaka has warned that remov

of mishaps in recent months, includ
ing radioactive water leaks from storage
tanks. The incidents have added to con
cerns about the ability of operator Tokyo
close down the plant, which suffered
meltdowns after being swamped by the
March 2011 tsunami on Japan’s north
eastern coast.

risk process.
remain a crucial part of the energy mix as
the world moves away from fossil fuels
in its effort to mitigate global warming.
billions of dollars in loan guarantees for
new nuclear plants in the U.S.
Smaller nuclear plants now under de
velopment probably offer the safest, most

and our national laboratories to expand
said in a lecture in Tokyo.

nuclear as a clean, reliable supplier of

sequences, the success of the cleanup also

ing each country will make its own

14
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A NATIONAL GUIDE TO NOTABLE COMMUNITY EVENTS

Topaz Museum Fundraiser
SAN FRANCISCO, CA
Nov. 16, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Buchanan YMCA
1530 Buchanan St.
Cost: $40/Adults; $15/Children under 12
Museum, which is slated to open in
2013 on the site where Japanese
Americans were unjustly interned
during WWII. Scheduled speakers
include emcee Mike Inouye, author
Delphine Hirasuna, author Karen Tae
and author Kimi Kodani Hill, who will

CALENDAR
>>EDC

Art Lecture on
Osamu Tezuka’s Work
NEW YORK, NY
Nov. 7, 6:30 p.m.
Japan Society
333 E. 47th St.
Cost: $25/General admission;
$20/Seniors and students
Roland Kelts, author of
“Japanamerica,” presents
this lecture on the work and
legacy of Osamu Tezuka, who
is known as the “Godfather of
Anime and Manga.”
Info: Call (212) 832-1155 or
visit www.japansociety.org.
‘Songs of Struggle’ Film Series
CAMBRIDGE, MA
Thru Nov. 10
Harvard Film Archive,
Carpenter Center for Visual Arts
24 Quincy St.
Shinsuke Ogawa will show
time in many years. Ogawa’s

farmers who were impacted
Airport.
Info: Call (617) 495-4700 or
visit http://hcl.harvard.edu/hfa/
Yoko Miwa Jazz Concert
CAMBRIDGE, MA
Nov. 20, 8 p.m.
Scullers Jazz Club
400 Soldiers Field Road
Cost: $20/Show; $60/Dinner and
a show

Join pianist and JVC
Victor Entertainment
Recording artist Yoko Miwa
for dinner and a show. The
Yoko Miwa Trio was voted
Phoenix in the 2012 Best
Music Poll.
Info: Call (617) 562-4111 or
visit www.scullersjazz.com.

>>CCDC
The 45th Annual Manzanar
Pilgrimage
OWENS VALLEY, CA
April 26, Noon
Manzanar National Historic Site
U.S. Highway 395
The Manzanar Pilgrimage is
Committee. Participants are
lunch, drinks and snacks, as
there are no facilities to
purchase food at the
Manzanar National Historic
site. Bus transportation from
Info: Call (323) 662-5102
or email info@manzanar
committee.org.

>>NCWNP
San Jose Taiko Public Workshop
SAN JOSE, CA
Nov. 16, 1-4 p.m.
San Jose Taiko Studio
150 S. Montgomery St.
Cost: $50/Per person
Taiko enthusiasts are invited
Jose Taiko’s style in this

lunch. The deadline to pay is Nov. 9.
Info: Visit www.topazmuseum.org or
email topazalumscommittee@
gmail.com.
introduced to the history of
taiko and its proper tech-

Info: Call (213) 628-2725 or
visit. www.jaccc.org.

at least 15 years old.
Info: Call (408) 293-9344 or
visit http://taiko.org/
publicworkshops.

The Fifth Advancing
Justice Conference
LOS ANGELES, CA
Nov. 14-16
The Westin Bonaventure Hotel
404 S. Figueroa St.
Cost: $275/General; $200/

Japanese American Museum of
San Jose
SAN JOSE, CA
Nov. 9, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
San Jose Buddhist Church,
Betsuin Gym
640 N. Fifth St.
The Japanese American
Museum of San Jose’s Winter
Boutique will feature items
from Japanese American
artists and craftsmen. JAMsj
admittance at 9-10 a.m.
Interested vendors should
contact Komo at
Winter_Boutique@JAMsj.org.
Info: Call (408) 294-3138 or
visit www.jamsj.org.

>>PSW
Children’s Oshogatsu Workshop
LOS ANGELES, CA
Dec. 27, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Japanese American Cultural &
Community Center
244 S. San Pedro St.
Cost: $30/Per Child;
$25/JACCC Members
This one-day oshogatsu
workshop allows children,
ages 7-12, to participate in
local artists and community
a 30-person limit. Advanced
registration is required.

Capacity Building Institute
The Asian Americans
Advancing Justice’s annual
conference focuses on civil
rights and social justice in
community. The conference
includes three days of panel
discussions, caucus sessions,
skills and capacity
networking receptions. The
registration deadline is Nov.
4 at 5 p.m. PDT. Onsite and
one-day ticket prices vary.
Info: Call (213) 977-7500 or
visit http://conference.
advancingjustice.org/2013.
Japanese Cultural Center of
Hawaii Celebrates Shichi Go San
HONOLULU, HI
Nov. 17, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Japanese Cultural Center of
Hawaii
2454 S. Beretania St.
Cost: $80/Nonmembers;
$65/JCCH members (fee
includes dressing by Masako
Formals staff.)
The Japanese Cultural Center
of Hawaii is holding its annual
Shichi Go San: Keiki Kimono
Dressing, which stems from
the Meiji era (1868-1912)

kimono-clad children to
shrines and prayed for their
long lives. Children can dress
up in elegant kimono and zori
and capture the day with a
professional photograph at
this traditional event.
Info: Call (808) 945-7633, or
visit www.jcch.com.

>>MDC
MotivAsians Film Screening of
‘Linsanity’
CLEVELAND, OH
NOV. 11, 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Cleveland Cinemas,
Tower City Cinemas
230 W. Huron Road, #7256
Cost: $11/General admission
MotivAsians for Cleveland,
Cleveland, is hosting a
screening of director

join the NBA.
Info: Visit www.tugg.com/
events/6329 or email info@
motivasians.org.

ADVERTISE HERE
Events in the calendar
section are listed based on
space availability. Place a
‘Spotlight’ ad with
photos of your event for
maximum exposure.

FOR MORE INFO:
(800) 966-6157

Nov. 1-14, 2013

In
Endow, Lily Kumie, 96, Santa
Barbara, CA; Sept. 23; she is
survived by her children, Everett
(Gladys) Endow and Nancy (Bob)
Brophy; sister-in-law, Koko Endow;
brother-in-law, Frank Endow; also
survived by many nieces, nephews
and other relatives; 6 gc; 6 ggc.

86, Sherman Oaks, CA; Oct. 17;
survived by wife, Yoshiko Harada;
children, Christine June (London
Lawson) Harada of Washington,
D.C., Josephine Naomi Harada of
Boston, MA; siblings, Fumi
Utsunomiya and Jimmy Harada;
also survived by many other
relatives both here and in Japan;
2 gc.
Hiji, Betty Tamiko, 86,

Westlake Village, CA; Oct. 21; she
is survived by her husband, Tsugio;
children, LuAnn (David) Shudo,
Kenji (Akiko) Hiji, Doris (Clifford)
Kotake and Donald (Alice) Hiji;
sister, Hisako (Bob Hisao) Hiji;
brothers, Jim Arimura and Bobby
(Masako) Arimura; and many other
relatives; 11 gc.
Hitomi, Masao, 89, Long Beach,

CA; Oct. 6; he is survived by his
son, Richard Hitomi; brother, Frank
Hitomi, sister-in-law; Kazuko Kato,
brother-in-law, Shuji Uyematsu;
also survived by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives.
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daughter, Valerie Isozaki; survived
by his wife, Alice Isoda; children,
Steven Isoda and Allison (Eric)
Hamasu; son-in-law, Kevin Isozaki;
favorite dog, Chibi; and survived by
many other nieces, nephews and
other relatives; 4 gc.

survived by her siblings, Elizabeth
and Eddie (Barbara) Nozawa, and
Cheri (Isao) Shitara; sister-in-law,
Chikako Nozawa; brother-in-law,
Stan Miyakawa; also survived
by many nieces, nephews and
other relatives.

TRIBUTE

Kitano, Toshiko Tahara, 87,
Long Beach, CA; Oct. 7; survived
by her husband of 56 years, Roy
Kitano; her daughter, Judi Kitano
(Mike Yogi); sister, Sachiko Suzuki,
brother, Masayoshi George Tahara;
and many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by
her sons, John Kitano and James
Kitano; 3 gc.

Ohno, Teruko, 87, Torrance, CA;
Oct. 19; she is predeceased by
her husband, Ted Takeshi Ohno,
and her daughter, Christine Fumiko
Ohno; survived by her children,
Barbara Hatsuye Ohno and
Tim Hiromu Ohno; siblings, T
oshihiko (Yasuko) Sakano, Atsuko
Shoji and Kazuko Takahashi,
all of Japan; survived by many
nieces, nephews and other
relatives.

Senda, Osamu, 88, Laguna Hills,
CA; Sept. 28; a veteran of the

Kobayashi, Itsuko, 81, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA; Oct. 11;
survived by her husband, Robert;
children, Hope (William) La Salle,
Dr. Mark (Dr. Suzan) and Bradley
(Brenda) Kobayashi; siblings,
Fujiko (George) Kodama, Tomohiro
(Cynthia) Hamasaki and Etsuko
(Takeo) Yamamoto; nephew,
David Ishibashi; also survived by
many nieces, nephews and other
relatives; 7 gc.
Kohara, Tadachi, 83, Garden
Grove, CA; Oct. 17; a survivor of
the Hiroshima atomic bombing;
recipient of Cue Collectors Assn.’s Lifetime Achievement Award
and an inductee of the Japanese
Billiard and Pool Assn. and the
American Cue Makers Assn.;
survived by his wife, Setsuko
Kohara; children, June (Kenyon)
Quon, Kay and Fred Kohara;
brother of Dr. Sachiko (Rev.
Toshio) Okamoto of Ohio; also
survived by many nieces, nephews
and other relatives.
Murai, Joyce Anne, 64, Torrance,
CA; Oct. 7; she is predeceased by
her husband, Jeff Murai, fatherin- law, Peter Murai, and motherin-law, Lorraine Murai; survived
by her son, Brian Murai; parents,
Takashi (Ellen) Suzuki; siblings,
Laurie (Kei) Teramoto and Andy
(Keiko) Suzuki; brothers-in-law,
Daniel (Amy) and Randy (Carol)
Murai; sister-in-law, Carol (Rick)
Kawakami.

Imamura, Misako, 90, Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 7; she is survived by
her daughters, Yasuko and Yoko
Imamura; son-in-law, Howard
Nakamura; she is also survived by
nieces, nephews and other relatives here and in Japan; 1 gc.

Nonaka, Michiko, 94, Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 2; survived by her
children, Rumi (Yoshio) Shimada,
Miho (Kanji) Fujimoto, and Seishi
(Hitomi) Nonaka; great-grandchildren; sister, Fumiyo Ueno of Japan; also survived by many other
relatives in Japan; 4 gc.

Isoda, Sadashi, 82, Torrance, CA;
Sept. 18; he is predeceased by his

Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 4; she is

Oseki, Yukiko, 81, Los Angeles,

KATO, TADASHI J., 92
San Carlos, Calif. Oct. 16, 2013
Born in 1920, survived by his wife, Toshie; children: Kathleen,
Patricia (Bill), Peter (Joyce), Robert (Traci); gc: Kevin, Tai, Mariko.

wife, Kazuko Senda; children,
Marie (Walter) Shioji and Donald
Senda; siblings, Toru (Makiko)
Senda and Masaya Yamamoto;
also survived by many nieces,
nephews and other relatives.
Shigekawa, Dr. Sakaye, 100,
Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 18; survived
by her brother, Satsuki Shigekawa,
and sister, Masako Katow; nieces,
Jean Katow, Janet Shigekawa
Nakamaru; nephews, William
Yamada, Philip Shigekawa and
their families.
Shiokari, Violet “Vi,” 88,

CA; Oct. 4; survived by her husband, Shosaku Oseki; daughters,
Grace Masako Oseki and Shirley
Yoko Oseki-Rivas (Leonardo
Rivas); sister, Frances Fumiko
Borth; brother, George Shoji Rokui
of Chiba, Japan; also survived by
many nephews, nieces and other
relatives here and in Japan.
Ouchi, George Yoshinobu, 82,

Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 6;
survived by her family, daughter,
Patti Shiokari; son, Mark (Denise)
Shiokari; brother, Jimmy (June)
Saito and brother-in-law

Tom (Nobie) Shiokari; 2 gc.
Toyama, Norman Noriyuki, 59,
Los Angeles, CA; Oct. 18; he is
predeceased by his father,
Saburo “Zip” Toyama; survived
by his wife of 28 years, Blanca
Olguin Toyama; daughter,
Vanessa Tomoko; mother,
Lois Tomoko Toyama; brothers,
Tim (Naomi), Nathan (Carol)
and Titus (Donna); nieces and
nephews, Diana, Sergio, Megan,
Kaitlin, Aaron, Elizabeth, Lucinda,
Evan, Manuel Jr., Victor Hugo Jr.,
Vilma, Paulina, Celeste, Frida,
and Viviane; brothers-in-law,
Dario, Sergio (Yolanda), Antonio
(Alma), Victor; sisters-in-law,
Janet (Alfonso), Angeles
(Victor Hugo), Gloria (Javier),
Elvia (Manuel) and Consuelo
(Humberto).
Uyeki, Mitsugi Roy, 94,
San Gabriel, CA; Oct. 9;
he is survived by his beloved
wife, Fumiko Uyeki; children,
Hiroko Julie (Bob) Otake and
Janice Junko (Trey) Sawyer;
also survived by his brother,
Hitoshi Uyeki, sister, Toshie
Uyeda, sister-in-law, Harue Ueki,
and three sisters in Japan
and many other relatives;
4 gc; 5 ggc.

PLACE A TRIBUTE

West Los Angeles, CA; Oct.
10; survived by his wife, Kimie;
children, Randy, Rick and Donna;
sister, Terry, and brother, Ichiro;
4 gc; 1 ggc.
Saito, Toshio “Henry,” 89, Nyssa,
OR; Oct. 20; he and his family
then Heart Mountain during WWII;
predeceased by his parents and
his brothers, Frank and Jim; survived by his sister, Rose Kasahara;
brother, Fred Saito; sisters-in-law,
Virginia Saito and Shiz Saito;
numerous nieces, nephews,
grandnieces and grandnephews.

‘In Memoriam’ is a free
listing that appears on a
limited, space-available basis.
Tributes honor your loved
ones with text and photos and
appear in a timely manner at
the rate of $20/column inch.
Contact:
or call (213) 620-1767
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